
Jordan Lutheran Church  
November 27, 2022 | First Sunday in Advent 

 
 

Announcements 
 
Mid-Week Communion – Wednesday, December 7 at 11 a.m. 
Pastor Mike holds a mid-week communion gathering at the Jordan Lutheran Church office on Wednesdays 
following 1st and 3rd Sundays; no sign-ups are needed. (Note the 3 p.m. afternoon time has been removed. If you 
would like a communion visit or need other arrangements please contact Pastor Mike.) 
 
Sunday Morning Education All Ages at 9 a.m.  
Sunday morning begins with a shared opening in the theater before all ages are dismissed to their classes. 
Lambs – Early Elementary; Sheep – Late Elementary; Rams – Youth; Shepherd – Adults and Confirmed 
 
Live Here, Serve Here ~  November Focus: The Christmas Store – Tags Available 
Jordan is partnering with United Church to provide gifts for children in need. You can pick up a tag off the 
Christmas Tree in the theater lobby Sunday mornings or at the Jordan office mid-week. The gifts must be 
unwrapped and can be dropped off directly at United Church (820 East Williams St., Apex) Mon-Thu 9am-
4pm, buy online and have them delivered directly to United Church or dropped off at Jordan’s office. All toy 
donations are due at Jordan by Sunday, December 4. 
 
Fruits of the Holy Spirit Bible Study-- Tuesdays, 7p.m. via Zoom  
The purpose of the class is to develop, with the power of the Spirit, all nine fruits of the Holy Spirit (listed in 
Galatians 5: 22, 23) and to use our development of the fruits of the Spirit as our “rebellion” against our culture 
that seems so full of anger, chaos and confusion. If you are interested, please email Larry Eckart at 
larryeckart54@gmail.com.  
 
Jordan Progressive Christmas Celebration – Friday, December 2 
Join us for the Progressive Christmas Celebration on Dec 2 at 6p.m. Appetizers at the first home (Scholtens, 
6pm) and desserts at the second home (Suskins, 8pm). You can either email LeAnn at ttotsmom@nc.rr.com, 
text LeAnn at 984-297-4126, or sign up on the sign-up sheet available on Sunday to let her know your family 
name, number attending, email address, and if you will be bringing an appetizer or a dessert.  Addresses will be 
emailed out just prior to the event.  
  
Cookie Mixes for Holidays on Sale While Supplies Last! 
Support the Jordan Lutheran Youth! Thanks to donations of jars from church members and a Thrivent Financial 
Action Team grant, 100% of proceeds go directly to send students to serve at Camp Linn Haven next summer. 
Purchase your mixes after church while supplies last as limited quantity is available. Flavors available are 
White Chocolate Cranberry and Cowboy (chocolate chip with oatmeal); $12 each or two for $20. There are also 
Hot Mocha Cocoa mixes that are $7 each or three for $20. 
 
Adult Seasonal Choir—Practice Resumes Next Week, December 4 
We are grateful to have an accompanist and director for this group which will prepare music in advance of 
major church holy days. Our next seasonal dates will be rehearsals on December 4 and December 11. The group 
will sing in worship on Sunday, December 18. The group meets after worship at the Jordan office from 11:15-
11:45 a.m. All adults who are interested are asked to contact the Jordan office (office@jordanapex.org) or call 
(919) 303-1613 so we are aware of the number of people engaging in this group. 
 



Christmas Poinsettias Order—Now through December 18  
If you would like to order a poinsettia to adorn the altar on Christmas, please pick up an order form on the 
Welcome Cart in the theater lobby or email Jordan’s office (office@jordanapex.org) with your order. (When 
emailing, please note if they are being offered “In Honor/In Memory of”.)  The cost is $10 each and checks are 
payable to Jordan Lutheran Church with “Flowers” noted on the memo line. Proceeds will go to our flower 
fund to help adorn the altar throughout the year. 
 
Caroling in the Community – Sunday, December 18, 1 p.m. 
Please join us for an afternoon of carol-singing throughout the Apex community! We will visit our shut-ins and 
those who are not able to attend worship on a regular basis. We will meet at the Jordan office at 1:00 pm before 
going out to carol. Please call the church office (919) 303-1613 if you have any questions. 
 
Christmas Services:  

• Christmas Eve:  Saturday, December 24, 7 p.m. 
Jordan will hold a Christmas Eve service at Beaver Creek Cinemas this year. We will begin with an 
extended prelude of Christmas music. We will conclude by candlelight singing Silent Night.  

• Christmas Day 
o 9 a.m. Combined Sunday School for families 
o 10 a.m. Worship Service with Communion 
May the Lord richly bless our shared time of worship as we welcome the Christmas Season. 

 
Western Wake Crisis Ministry – Needs Volunteers 
Located at 1600 Olive Chapel Road in Apex is looking for additional volunteers for their food pantry. Open 
Monday-Thursday, jobs include sorting, weighing & stocking food donated from grocery stores, personal 
shopping with vaccinated clients, making up bags of food for curbside distribution for unvaccinated clients, 
restocking pantry shelves, and receiving, weighing, sorting, and stocking food donations.  Using their weekly 
online sign up, you register for the type of job you would like to do and the day you would like to work.  Shifts 
range from 1-1/2-3 hours, and you may sign up for only one or as many as you want.  It does not have to be a 
weekly commitment.  For more information contact Belo Shelton, WWCM food pantry manager, at 919-362-
0657, or Deb Plautz, church member & volunteer, at 919-368-0466, bobplautz1@aol.com. 
 
Youth Night – Sunday, December 4, 5-7 p.m. 
Jordan’s youth (those in grades 6-12) are invited to an evening of food, fun and fellowship at Pastor’s home 
(1905 Loganwood Drive, Apex). New faces are always welcome to join with the group. This is also a way we 
build relationships prior to our summer service projects when we put our faith into action. 
 
January Workshop: Truth in Love Ministry – January 28, 2023 
If you enjoyed this summer's small groups, mark your calendars for a Saturday workshop called "Building 
Bridges Not Barriers" that will be held January 28, 2023. Truth in Love Ministry will host a workshop on how 
to engage and speak with those in the Latter Day Saint (LDS) community. Truth in Love Ministry is the same 
group that developed the God: The Ultimate Humanitarian series we have used this summer. 
 
 

Continue to next page for service bulletin. 
 
  



Service Bulletin for November 27, 2022 
 
331 The Advent of Our King sts. 1–4 

 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b [18-20] 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of  Sins 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution John 20:19-23 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  



333 Once He Came in Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110388171 
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 

 1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2It shall come to pass in the latter days 
 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 
 come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Epistle Romans 13:11–14 
 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in 
sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 21:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 
with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and 
he will send them at once.” 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5“Say to the daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their 
cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. 9And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10And when he entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from 
Nazareth of Galilee.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon~  Are We There Yet?  Step by Step Pastor Mike Merker 
 



350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Peace John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

 
 
 



 
Offering  (We actively respond to our Lord’s generosity first instilled in us through His grace with our first fruit gifts to God.) 
Jordan sets aside a tithe 10% of our general offering and a gift 2% (12% total) to support national and global ministry. Your generous 
gifts permit the congregation to support Gospel proclamation at home and abroad, deliver disaster response nationally and 
internationally and partner with community agencies to address a world of need. 
 

 
785 We Praise You, O God sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882–1963, alt. 
Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626, Haarlem 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayers of the Church 

The prayers of the church include many petitions and praises offered during the previous week. Following each 
petition, the pastor will say, “Lord in Your mercy” and the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer” as a recognition 
that these prayers are brought forward to the mercy seat of our God as one community of faith. May our prayers ever 
ascend as a pleasing aroma before our God (Psalm 141:2). 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



 
Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sending Words 

P Go in peace, to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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