
Jordan Lutheran Church  
June 26, 2022 | 3rd Sunday of Pentecost 

 
 

Announcements 
 
Mid-Week Communion – Wednesday, July 6 at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
Pastor Mike will hold mid-week communion at the Jordan Lutheran Church office on Wednesday, July 6; no 
sign-ups are needed. We gather for a short service and celebrate the Lord’s Supper as He meets us with His 
body and blood from the forgiveness of our sins. (Wednesdays following 1st and 3rd Sundays) 
 
Sunday Morning Education Weekly at 9 a.m.  
Sunday morning education classes for all ages are held at 9 a.m. at the theater with three additional classes for 
children at Jordan in addition to the Adult Bible Class. Sunday morning begins with a shared opening in the 
theater before all ages are dismissed to their classes. 
 
Live Here – Serve Here~ June Focus:  Support for Crossnore School 
At the end of June a group of youth and parents will spend a week serving those in need in western North 
Carolina. Part of that week includes volunteers presenting a Vacation Bible School to Crossnore School, which 
is a residential program for troubled children and youth. In the month of June, we will be collecting the 
following (new, packaged) items to aid children who are part of the program and supportive services offered by 
Crossnore. Our youth and adults will take the items to the school at the end of June. 
 
twin-sized bedding                multi-sport helmets and pads           
towels and washcloths           new clothing (ages 2-18) 
pillows  
  
If you are interested in assisting with this campaign, please contact Michele Kruse 918-269-1787.  
 
God – The Ultimate Humanitarian 
Summer Small Groups Study 
Connect with God’s people this summer as we grow in our knowledge and love of God’s activity in the world 
for all creation as we follow the text in God – The Ultimate Humanitarian.  There are several small groups 
connecting throughout the week as Jordan studies this text throughout the summer with weekly recaps by Pastor 
Mike in Sunday’s Bible School class.  Use the QR code above to access a copy of the book to follow along in 
this summer’s study. 
 
Please see details and group schedules in Jordan’s weekly newsletter.  http://jordanapex.org/media/newsletters 
  
$25,000 Matching Gift to Reduce Land Debt 
Now through July 31 all donations marked as “Debt Reduction” will be matched dollar for dollar up to $25,000. 
An anonymous donor has presented Jordan with a thanksgiving offering for God’s generosity and presented this 
opportunity to better position our congregation as we seek to develop our future ministry site. 
  
All funds will be paid directly against the remaining principal on the mortgage used to purchase our land. A 
debt reduction principal payment of $25,000 would mean the current loan would be paid off 12 months sooner 
and reduce interest payments by $24,504 over the life of the loan. If the congregation reaches the full match and 
a total debt reduction payment of $50,000 is made, the loan will be paid off 23 months sooner and save over 
$46,000 in interest over the life of the loan. 



Volunteer Scheduling 
The Volunteer schedule is available on CCB for self-scheduling. Please schedule yourself for the dates most 
convenient for you to serve and block out dates you are unavailable.  You can do this by going to your CCB 
page>select your picture>Serving box>Manage Serving (hover over …)>Browse Open Positions> hover over 
the date you would like to serve>TAKE.  If you are unable to serve after taking a position, please change your 
status to decline (so that it becomes available for selection) and contact your Team for a replacement.   
  
Our teams are critical to our worship services.  If you would like to serve on a team or have any scheduling 
concerns or questions about serving, please contact the following Team Leaders: 
Altar Setup/Cleanup:  Becky Kitzmiller kitzm002@gmail.com  
Audio Visual:  John Perry  perry7122@bellsouth.net 
Communion Assistants:  Pastor Mike Merker  pastor@jordanapex.org 
Counters: Christian Andresen  ctandresen@gmail.com 
Hospitality (Greeters) and Ushers:  Jon Persson  jbpersson@yahoo.com 
 
Summer Children’s Event – Saturday, August 13 – Mark Your Calendars 
Children who love music and learning together are welcomed to a morning of fun, games and music at the 
Jordan office. Please set aside the date on your calendar. The event will be held from 9:30 a.m. to noon at 1031 
Pemberton Hill Road, Suite 202. Those who love music are encouraged to attend and youth are welcome to 
participate. Contact the office to be involved (919)303-1613 – office@jordanapex.org 
 
Shelter Helpers – Service Day at Pardoned by Christ Transitional House – Saturday, July 23, 9-11 a.m. 
Jordan’s shelter helpers work to care for homes and houses of those in need. As a first project the group is going 
to do a clean up event at one of the transitional houses run by Pardoned by Christ, a multi-location halfway 
house ministry for recently released prison inmates. Pardoned By Christ has four locations. We will be servicing 
109 Pineland Circle, Raleigh. We will be doing general outside clean up, mulch/pine straw spreading and gutter 
cleaning. Tools/supplies and water will be provided, but bring your own work gloves and tools if you like. 
 
Location: 109 Pineland Circle, Raleigh. 
Date and Time: Saturday, July 23, 9am-11am. 
 
For more information, contact Chris Beckmann:  (text) 631-827-0787 | (email) cpb11710@gmail.com 
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Open the Eyes of My Heart 

Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You (REPEAT) 
 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy holy holy 
 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You (REPEAT) 
 
To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy holy holy 
 
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
Holy holy holy 
I want to see You (REPEAT) 

Paul Baloche; © 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music); For use solely with the SongSelect® All rights reserved; CCLI License # 
3245392 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b [18-20] 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Confession of Sins 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 



Absolution John 20:19-23 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Grace Alone 
Ev'ry promise we can make                                                                                      CHORUS                
Ev'ry prayer and step of faith  
Ev'ry diff'rence we will make 
Is only by His grace 
Ev'ry mountain we will climb 
Ev'ry ray of hope we shine 
Ev'ry blessing left behind 
Is only by His grace [CHORUS] 
 
Ev'ry soul we long to reach 
Ev'ry heart we hope to teach 
Ev'rywhere we share His peace 
Is only by His grace 
Ev'ry loving word we say 
Ev'ry tear we wipe away 
Ev'ry sorrow turned to praise 
Is only by His grace [CHORUS TWICE] 

Jeff Nelson | Scott Wesley Brown; © 1998 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.); For 
use solely with the SongSelect®; All rights reserved. CCLI License # 3245392 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 19:9b–21 
 Behold, the word of the LORD came to [Elijah], and he said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10He said, “I 
have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown 
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it 
away.” 11And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great 
and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. 
And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12And after the earthquake a fire, but the 
LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. 13And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face 
in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What 
are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of 
Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I 
only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 15And the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 
wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16And Jehu the son of 
Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be 
prophet in your place. 17And the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who 
escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that 
have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
 19So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front 
of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon him. 20And he left the oxen and ran 
after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said to him, “Go back 
again, for what have I done to you?” 21And he returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed 
them and boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went 
after Elijah and assisted him. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Grace alone which God supplies 
Strength unknown He will provide 
Christ in us our Cornerstone 
We will go forth in grace alone 



Epistle Galatians 5:1, 13–25 
 1For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. . . . 
 13For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another. 14For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15But 
if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. 
 16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For the desires of the flesh are 
against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you 
from doing the things you want to do. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19Now the works of 
the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24And those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel Luke 9:51–62 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers 
ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him. 53But the people did not 
receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, 
“Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 
56And they went on to another village. 
 57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58And Jesus said to 
him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another 
he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead 
to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Yet another said, “I will follow you, 
Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
Sermon~  What Does This Mean?:  Against Such Things There is No Law Pastor Mike Merker 

 
 
  



555 Salvation unto Us Has Come sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 



The Peace John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
Offering  (We actively respond to our Lord’s generosity first instilled in us through His grace with our first fruit gifts to God.) 
Jordan sets aside a tithe 10% of our general offering and a gift 2% (12% total) to support national and global ministry. Your generous 
gifts permit the congregation to support Gospel proclamation at home and abroad, deliver disaster response nationally and 
internationally and partner with community agencies to address a world of need. 

 
 
805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Prayers of the Church 
The prayers of the church include many petitions and praises offered during the previous week. Following each 
petition, the pastor will say, “Lord in Your mercy” and the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer” as a recognition 
that these prayers are brought forward to the mercy seat of our God as one community of faith. May our prayers ever 
ascend as a pleasing aroma before our God (Psalm 141:2). 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing of Servant Event Participants 

Those attending this year’s Servant Event in western North Carolina are invited forward for a blessing. Youth and 
leaders from Jordan will join with congregations across the country to serve students at the Crossnore School with a 
Vacation Bible School while others will work with Habitat for Humanity of Mitchell, Yancey and Avery counties. 

 
Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



 
821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sending Words 

P Go in peace, to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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