
ESSENTIALS OF 
CHRISTIANITY

WEEK 2

The core teachings of Christianity bring truth, love, 
peace, joy, power, and purpose into our lives.

Week 2: The 
Purpose of 
Humanity 
If you use a hammer to do the 
job of a saw, you are going to be 
frustrated.  If you take a test on 
your German, but answer 
everything in Latin, you’re going 
to fail, no matter how good you 
are at Latin.  If you think the best 
score in golf is the highest score, 
like most other sports, you are 
going to lose and lose easily.  

The point is that in order to 
accomplish a task, gain 
knowledge, or succeed at 
anything, you have to know 
something about its purpose.   

Knowing something’s purpose is 
also necessary for finding value 
in it.  For instance, doing hours 
of data entry is not a very 
rewarding experience for most 
people.  But if the purpose of 
the data entry is to cure a 
disease or avert a war, it can be 
riveting and worthwhile even to 
people who find it menial. 

What do you think is the 
purpose of human life? 

Today we’re going to look at the 
account of creation to learn both 
why humans were created and 

what God is like.  We’re going to 
see that humans are to carry 
forward what God started in 
creation: He produced life and 
structure out of darkness and 
chaos.

God created us to govern 
creation as His 
representatives.

Introduction and 
Overview to The 

Essentials of Christianity
From the earliest days, people have 

always asked, “What’s the deal with those 
Christians?”  What Christians do and what 

Christians believe is often confusing to 
both non-Christians AND Christians.  

That’s why it’s important to spend time on 
the essential truths of Christianity, and 

have them shape our lives with joy, 
peace, love, purpose, forgiveness, and 

hope.   

This study will cover the basics about 
God, people, sin, Jesus, and the Holy 

Spirit.  By the end, we hope to develop a 
richer understanding of Christianity, and 
especially of the person people haven’t 
been able to stop talking about for the 

last two thousand years: Jesus.   
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Genesis 1:1-5 
In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth. 2 The 
earth was formless and empty, 
and darkness covered the deep 
waters. And the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the surface of 
the waters.  

3 Then God said, “Let there be 
light,” and there was light. 4 And 
God saw that the light was 
good. Then he separated the 
light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light “day” and the 
darkness “night.” 
And evening passed and 
morning came, marking the first 
day. 

God created life from nothing.
The word for “created” (bara in 
Hebrew) is only used to describe a 
work of God (light, animals, 
people, armies, blacksmiths, 
protection, etc.; cp Exodus 34:10 
and Numbers 16:30 for the 
uniqueness of God’s “creating”).  
The earth is described with a word 
(tahu) that refers to the pointless 
lifelessness of idols.  In speaking 
things into creation, God 
demonstrated both His power to 
command and His ability to make 

things out of nothing.  God did 
not need any stars (including our 
sun) to make light appear.  He also 
acted as a judge over creation- 
determining what is good or bad.  
And as a final act of authority, he 
named (a sign of ownership) both 
the day and night, balancing them 
to work in harmony (we need 
both). 

 What do these opening lines of 
the Bible show us about who God 
is and what He does? “

 Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like 
us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the 
livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small animals 
that scurry along the ground.”  
 27  So God created human beings in his own image. 
     In the image of God he created them; 
     male and female he created them.

“Genesis 1:26-27

God created humans in His image.
There is an internal pattern in the 
six days of creation.  God created 
something one day and then filled 
it three days later.  For instance 
light/day (1) and then sun, moon, 
and stars (4); water and sky (2) and 
then fish and birds (5);  land and 
plants (3) and then animals (6)).  At 
the pinnacle of His creative work 
came a stand alone: humans.  The 
same “create” word from verse 1 
(bara) is used three times here!  
The final act of God’s creation was 
made in His image (selem), a word 
most often used negatively to 

describe an idol.  But God did not 
make a statue from wood or stone, 
He made humans with the ability 
to act, think, speak, and rule.  
Whereas the sun and moon are to 
“rule” (own) their territory of day/
night, humans are to “rule” (have 
control over) all the fish, birds, and 
animals.  Simply put, we are an 
extension of God’s reign.  We are 
to be His representatives who 
govern His creation. 

In practical terms, what do you 
observe about human beings that 
reflects the imago Dei? 
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Like the fish and birds, God’s 
blessing of human beings was to 
cause them to multiply and 
flourish.  But humans are to fill 
the earth for a different and 
additional purpose: to oversee 
and control it, so as to help life 
on earth prosper.  As the first 
humans, Adam and Eve had a 
particular role in this mission, 
one that we share today, but in 
an obviously different context.       

Having given human beings this 
mission, God then provided 
them with the resources to help 
animal life (all that has a “living 
spirit”) prosper: food. 

Looking at all He had done, God 
didn’t just call it “good” but 
“exceedingly” or “abundantly” 
good!  He had brought light out 
of darkness and life out of 
nothing at all.  And He gave 
human beings the privilege of 
enjoying His creation and the 
responsibility of carrying His 
work forward in caring for it and 
helping it to thrive. 

How would you summarize our 
mission and purpose as 
stewards of God’s creation? 

Conclusion 
We think of responsibility in both 
good and bad terms.  We want 
more responsibilities when we 
are younger, or feel honored 
when we receive a promotion 
(more responsibilities) at work.  
But we also loathe the 
responsibility to take out the 
trash or make a difficult decision. 

Which aspects of the 
responsibilities we’ve been 
given by God do you enjoy?  
Which do you not enjoy? 

We learned last week that 
through Jesus we can see God 
and know what He is like.  Jesus 
is uniquely qualified to do that 
for us because He is one with the 
Father and was actually present 
at creation.  In Colossians 
1:16-17, Paul wrote (or shared?) a 
great Christological hymn that 
states not a single thing was 
created apart from Jesus.  Right 
before that, in verse 15, Paul 
wrote “Christ is the image of the 
invisible God.” 

What can we learn about how to 
be God’s image-bearers from 
the things Jesus said and did? 

Genesis 1:28-31 
Then God blessed them and 
said, “Be fruitful and multiply. 
Fill the earth and govern it. 
Reign over the fish in the sea, 
the birds in the sky, and all the 
animals that scurry along the 
ground.” 29 Then God said, 
“Look! I have given you every 
seed-bearing plant throughout 
the earth and all the fruit trees 
for your food. 30 And I have 
given every green plant as food 
for all the wild animals, the birds 
in the sky, and the small animals 
that scurry along the ground—
everything that has life.” And 
that is what happened. 31 Then 
God looked over all he had 
made, and he saw that it was 
very good! And evening passed 
and morning came, marking the 
sixth day. 

God provides for 
good.

“

Closing Prayer 
God, thank you for creating us, our friends, our neighbors, our family, and even 
our enemies in Your image.  It is a great honor and privilege that we so often 
fall short of.  Help us to understand Your purpose for our lives and help us 
work to fulfill it.  Thank You for becoming a part of Your creation in Jesus.  His 
loving sacrifice has restored our life.  We pray this to You in His name, Amen.   


