
Embracing our neighbors with unexpected 
love, St. Luke’s exists to bring the hope 
and healing of Jesus to everyday life. 

Our hiring team loved Sarah’s 
passion for working with children, 
which comes partly from the fact 
that she did not grow up in a home 
that taught her a lot about 
Jesus.  Sarah knew a few Bible 
stories, but as her love for science 
grew, her faith-life fell to the 
wayside. During college, however, 
she was invited to reexamine her 
beliefs and investigate the evidence 
for Christianity.  Now Sarah wants to 
see every child grow up 
surrounded by the Biblical message 
of God’s love for them in Jesus. 

We are especially excited for Sarah 
to bring her leadership, passion, 
and organizational experience to 
our children’s ministry because our 
Children’s Church attendance has 
increased 50% from two years ago, 
and our fall Sunday School classes 
have had double the number of 
kids from last year! This means we 
need more volunteers in Sunday 
School and Children’s Church.  We 
need both leaders and assistants, 

whether you can serve regularly 
or just as an occasional 
substitute.  If you are interested 
in getting involved, please email 
Sarah.    

We continue to see new families 
move into the neighborhoods 
around St. Luke because of the 
affordable housing and sizable 
yards.  Please join me in praying 
that God would use us to reach 
these families with the good 
news of Jesus.  

God bless, 

Pastor Luke 

“Then Jesus called for the children and said to the disciples, “Let the children come to me. 
Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children.”  

– Luke 18:16

A Word from Pastor 

After a year-long process, I am excited 
to share that we have hired Sarah 

Berglund as our new Director of Young 
Families Ministry.  Sarah started July 

25th and will be overseeing our Sunday 
School, Children’s Church, family 

events and more. 

Sarah and her husband, Ethan, met in 
High School and started attending 

St. Luke’s during their college years. 
Sarah was in the ASU Barrett Honors 

College and graduated Summa Cum 
Laude with her Bachelor of Science in 
microbiology.  She worked for the last 

few years at a lab doing research 
related to amniotic tissue.  During 

college, Sarah also worked as a 
nationally certified Martial Arts 

instructor, putting together lessons, 
coordinating events, and training staff 

on class management techniques. 
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What is the purpose of family? 

Family Ministry 

Family plays several important roles that help us understand the Lord. The 
highs and lows of parenthood reflect God’s patience & tenderness toward us 
as His children, and the parents provide a safe place where kids can experience 
God’s love and learn how to love other people. Even Christ himself was born 
within the context of a family. “God in the flesh” submitted to an earthly mom 
and dad to model what it means to honor parents and to benefit from their 
loving direction. It was within the nurturing care of His earthly family that “Jesus 
grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men” (Luke 2:52). 

We believe that families who eat together, pray together, and have fun 
together build stronger relationships. Now that school is back in session, it can 
be difficult to gather all your kids in one room, but we encourage you to spend 
time at least a few minutes per day together talking about Jesus. This can be as 
simple as a quick 5-minute devotional over dinner, or you can make a family 
home evening out of it! 

To help out with God-centered activities at home, we handed out Tree of Life 
Family Activity Kits at our Back-to-School Kick-off. These kits offer daily 
devotionals, a weekly craft, and fun games for the whole family to play 
together! If you haven’t received one yet, feel free to stop by our front office or 
Sunday School lobby to pick one up. Also, keep your eye out for fun, family-
centered events at St. Luke! Oktoberfest is coming up on October 9th; after 
church, join us for family fun with tasty food and the bounce-house! 

Another great way to help your children learn about Jesus’s love for them is to 
bring them to Sunday school! Our classes meet during the 9:30 hour on Sunday 
mornings, and we have classes for all grade levels from three years old to high 
school seniors. Hope to see you there! 

Sarah Berglund, Young Families Director 

 

Sunday School • 9:30am 

Room 409 
Room 401 
Room 402 
Room 405 
Room 400 
Youth Room (406) 

PreK – Kinder 
1st – 2nd grade 
3rd – 4th grade 
5th – 6th grade 
7th – 8th grade 

High School 

Sep 3:     Cannon Schelin 
Sep 10:   Adalyn Smith 
Sep 14:   Jackie Preston 
Sep 15:   Kaya Gile 
Sep 16:   Lucas Florcke 
Sep 18:   Miles Horton 
Sep 21:   Sadie Hoffmann 
Sep 27 Ryeli Preston 
Oct 7: Sebastian Arellano 
Oct 18:  Carmelo Diaz 

Youth B ir thdays!  
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OCTOBER 15: SLEEP IN HEAVENLY 
PEACE BUNK BED BUILD 

 

Mark your calendars now! Please join 
us for this amazing morning of service 
right in St. Luke’s parking lot! In 
partnership with Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace, we will be building beds for 
kids in need. There are tasks for all, 
and any necessary training is 
provided. There are lots of power 
tools on hand for sanding, drilling, 
etc., as well as painting and staining 
stations. Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
provides all the tools and equipment 
needed. You just need to show up 
ready to have a great time serving the 
kids of our local community! We are 
looking for close to 100 volunteers, so 
please invite your family, friends, and 
neighbors. There will also be 
opportunities to help serve lunch to 
the volunteers. Signups will be 
available soon. Kids from age 12+ are 
welcome and encouraged to 
volunteer. St. Luke will provide 
childcare for children under 12. 
 

MJ Cornelius, Community Bridge Builder 

Save the 
Date! 

CarePortal is a national connection platform that exists to help 
vulnerable children and families by serving as the middleman between 
state agencies and churches. Churches are made aware of the needs of 
hurting children through CarePortal and given the opportunity to 
respond and provide. When St. Luke receives a request in our local 
community, we send out an email to participating church members with 
information about what is needed. Members then reply if they have the 
necessary items or would like to donate financially. Next, once 
donations are received, an email goes out to those serving on our 
delivery teams. We sometimes need volunteers capable of some heavy 
lifting, but we also need tender-hearted, caring volunteers to spend a 
moment or two connecting with families. If you would like to sign up to 
receive emails, please contact me. This is truly a ministry that provides 
life-changing hope for kids and families in need. Please prayerfully 
consider being a part of it. 

What is CarePortal? 

Above: the 2021 
SHP Bunk Bed Build 

Left: SHP Bunk Bed 
Build – sanding 
station 

Right: smiling faces 
after two SHP 

deliveries 

mailto:mj@stlukemesa.com
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COMMUNITY CORNER 

September  
Campus Care Kits 

St. Luke would like to provide Campus Care 
Kits for our college students, as well as ASU 
International students involved with our 
partners, the Campus Mission Coalition. 
Campus Mission Coalition’s vision is to 
gather international students in a campus 
ministry setting and prepare them to live out 
their faith in and after college by sending 
these students into the world equipped as 
living testimonies of faith! 

Below and at the Info Center you will find a 
list of suggested items. We will also be 
including some Bibles/devotionals, so if you 
would like to contribute toward that, make a 
note on your donation for “Bridge Building.” 
We will need a few volunteers to sort and 
package these items for distribution, so if you 
can help, please contact Mj Cornelius! 

St. Luke has proudly partnered with Habitat for Humanity for 
many years in conjunction with the Lutheran Coalition. We would 
like to expand our partnership by providing Habitat families with 
Welcome Kits. Below and at the Info Center, you will find a list 
of items you can bring in during October. About 25 Habitat 
homes are built and dedicated annually in the Phoenix/Mesa 
area. St. Luke would like to have a small team in place to compile 
these kits and present them to the families at their dedication. 
Look for more information about our involvement with Habitat 
soon! If you’re looking for an opportunity to get involved, or have 
questions about time commitments, etc., please reach out.  

- Band-Aids 
- Lip Balm 
- Triple Antibiotic 

Cream/Ointment 
- Lotion/Moisturizers 
- Nail Clippers 
- Face Wash 
- Hand Wash 
- Hand Sanitizer 

- Q-tips 
- Toothpicks 
- Laundry Pods  
- Dryer Sheets 
- Washcloths 
- Dental Floss 
- Mouthwash 
- Mints/Gum 
- Snacks 

- Supply Caddy 
- Paper Towels 
- Windex 
- Dish Soap 
- Swiffer + Swiffer Cloths 
- Broom and Dustpan 
- Dish Towels/Microfiber 

Cloths 
- Disinfecting Wipes 

- Goo-Gone 
- Mop & Bucket 
- Kitchen Trash Can & 

Trash Bags 
- Kitchen Sponges 
- Rubber Gloves 
- Plunger 
- Toilet Brush 
- Clothes Hangers 

October 
Habitat for Humanity 

Also in October, St. Luke would like to assist the Learning 
Foundation teachers by providing individually wrapped, mini-
size candy for their Fall Festival on October 21. As you prepare 
for your own neighborhood Halloween festivities, grab an extra 
bag for the Learning Foundation kids and add it to the cart at the 
Info Center! 
 

Learning Foundation Fall Festival 

mailto:mj@stlukemesa.com
mailto:mj@stlukemesa.com
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GriefShare Support Group Starting in September 
After the funeral, when the cards and flowers have stopped coming, most of the people around you return to 
their normal lives; but your grief continues, and you feel alone. Often, friends and family want to help you, but 
don't know how.  That's the reason for GriefShare.  Beginning Wednesday, September 7, St. Luke will 
launch a 13-week support group. It will be held Wednesdays from 12:30 to 2:30 in the Fellowship room.  
Our goal is to walk with you on the long path through grief toward healing and hope for the future. 

GriefShare is a network of 15000+ churches worldwide 
equipped to offer grief support groups.  The program is 
nondenominational and features Biblical concepts for 
healing from our grief.  Learn more about GriefShare at 
www.griefshare.org. 

What to expect 

You'll find it to be a warm, caring environment and will 
come to see your group as an "oasis" on your long 
journey through grief.  There are three key parts to your 
GriefShare experience. 

• Video Seminar: encouraging, information -packed videos featuring leading grief recovery experts. 
• Support group: small group discussion about the weekly video content. 
• Workbook: journaling and personal study exercises that reinforce the weekly session topics. 

For further information, contact Sherry Olson, or call 480-278-3823. 

Parenting Our Parents Dates 
The P.O.P. group is for anyone who may be caring 
for an older adult or might just be interested in 
getting information about changes that older adults 
are dealing with. These issues are not easy. This 
group is to encourage, support, and educate people 
who are caring for a loved one. Everyone is welcome 
to attend! All meetings are at St. Luke’s in the 
Fellowship Room on Sundays.  

• September 11 @11:45 

• October 9 @ 11:45am  

If you would like more information or have any 
questions, please contact Paul Hoffmann. 
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Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Ministry is Christ Caring for People 
through People. Stephen Ministers receive 
training and then provide one-on-one, 
confidential care. They listen, encourage, and 
provide emotional and spiritual support to 
people who are going through a difficult time, 
such as divorce, grief, unemployment, terminal 
illness, chronic illness, or loneliness. If you have 
gifts for caring, encouragement, and listening, 
please prayerfully consider whether you might 
want to be part of this exciting ministry. St Luke 
will be offering a new training class for Stephen 
Ministers beginning Saturday, November 12th 
at 9:00 am. If you think you might be interested 
or have questions, please talk with Paul Hoffmann 
or email Paul Hoffmann. 

 

mailto:solson2747@gmail.com
mailto:paul.hoffmann@stlukemesa.com
mailto:paul.hoffmann@stlukemesa.com


 

 

 
Sunday Adult Bible Studies (9:30am)  
  

The Tree of Life | Fellowship Room (Zoom) | Steve Hines 

The ongoing Tree of Life adult Bible study class will continue Sunday mornings at 
9:30am in the fellowship room with Steve Hines. This class discusses and expands on 
the Biblical text used for the sermon that week. 

 

Modern Families | Room 404 | Britney Cook, Russell Horton, Erich Buckwalter 

Looking for someplace to relax while the kids are in Sunday school? Modern 
Families is back! (Don’t worry, kids aren’t required!) Join Britney, Russell, and Erich 
for a laid-back Bible study with coffee, snacks, and fellowship where we’ll discuss the 
Biblical themes of a different episode from the podcast, “For You Radio,” each 
Sunday. 

 

          Beginning September 11th 
 
The History of Christianity: Resurrection to 120AD | Room 403 | Terry Houghland 

Terry’s History of Christianity resumes with a variety of videos/presentations that will 
cover topics like “What happened to the apostles?”, “How did Christianity spread so 
quickly?”, “What is the Eastern Orthodox church and why is it important?”, and more. 

 

 

Ephesians | Office Workroom | Carol Duggan 

This letter by Paul is six chapters of pure Biblical gold - unity, power, divine 
appointment, spiritual blessings, transformation. Don't miss it! 

 

Breakfast with Pastor Luke 
Want to know more about our church? Join Pastor Luke for  
breakfast! Starting October 16th and continuing on the 23rd  
& 30th, breakfast will be served at 9:30am in the Oasis for  
those who are interested in learning more and potentially  
becoming members. Each Sunday will cover different topics,  
so come to as many as you can. They’re also a great way to  
get to know Pastor Luke and meet others new to St. Luke! The nursery and Sunday School classes are 
available. Please RSVP and let us know how many are coming or sign up at the Info Center. 
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Weekday Bible Studies 
Adult Bible Study | 10am Tuesdays 
Women’s Bible Study | 10am Thursday 
(Resumes September 8th) 
Men’s Bible Study | 8am Saturdays 

mailto:office@stlukemesa.com


 
 

 

 
  

     Heads up! A yearly anniversaries &  
     birthdays list will soon be available  
     in the church office or by email 

 
     Heads up! A yearly anniversaries &  

ANNIVERSARIES 

  Day Years    Day Years 

SE
PT

EM
BE

R Mark & Pam Glidewell 2 50  

O
CT

O
BE

R Steve & Barb Fowler 5 20 
Brandon & Lisa Skalsky 4 12  Gene & Sandi Willard 15 17 
Bruce & Susan Tonkin 10 34  Brandon & Jamie Smith 16 23 
Tom & Kathy Jorgensen 20 47  Denise & Mike Ahola 17 35 
Teresa & Danny Baca 21 34  Bill & Kimberly Bruns 20 21 
Pam & Richard Carlson 21 31  Rob & Mary Jarvis 20 5 
Brenda & John Behnken 24 34  Ruth & Don Wanek 25 31 
Maxine & Lowell Wegener 25 7     
Lowell & Jean Ziemann 26 35     
Chuck & Roberta Hultstrand 30 34     

 

SE
PT

EM
BE

R Donna Hildner, Jakki Kolzow,  
Kristin Makinen, Rick Lane 

20 

Scott Phillips 21 

Wes Walhood 22 

Ellon Sears,  Laurie Heimburg 24 

Stan Nelson 25 

Ann Harris, Danny Sundseth 26 

Laura Blanco, Steven Hines 27 

Edie Weyer 29 

Larry Ottesen, Roy Epps,  
Sue Zuber, Tim Dass 

30 

O
CT

O
BE

R Bill Weyer 1 

Carolyn Vogler, Dan Berck,  
Debi Hartvikson 

2 

Marty Lozano, Teresa Baca 4 

Logan Manderfield, Thomas 
Hackett 

5 

Joyce Swinehart, Veronica Goff  9 

Jan Houghland,  
Roger Cousineau, Smitty Smith 

11 

Joyce Martinez, Kimberly Louis 12 

Barbara Otte, Sonja Meyers 13 

Arnold Lieber 14 

David Gagon, Karen Colburn,  
Paul Holsten, Sean Gallagher  

16 

 

SE
PT

EM
BE

R Dean Schneider,  Diana Kebbekus,  
Edward Anderson,  Sandy Hunter 
Eleanor Cousineau,  
Erich Buckwalter, John Whalley 

1 

Ann Hollmann,  
Lydia Wilkerson-Edwards 

3 

Darla Arb, Gene Halsey 4 

Deb Wheeler, Debbie Hoffmann,  
Kayla Smith, Rose Jones 

5 

Arlyn Will, Gary Kosloske,  
Pam Abbott, Richard Ewert,  
Tebyrd Day 

6 

Donna Rinne, Kim Cramer 7 

Emma Kobza, Lynda Korzek,  
Rory Mahlum 

8 

Carol Martin, Mary Dunbar 10 

Clara Bentley, Richard Reiss,  
Tom Milligan  

11 

Lowell Ziemann 14 

Lisa Brown 15 

Vaughn Owens 16 

Alan Wamboldt, Diane Hatley,  
Juan Diaz, Kristina Horton  

17 

Eunice Halsey, Taylor Corea 18 

Allen Hunter, Carlyn Slater,  
Denise Ahola, Nita Muth 

19 

 

O
CT

O
BE

R Bonnie Ferry, Bonnie Temme 17 

Lou Nelson 18 

John Schaechterle,  
Patty Berck 

19 

Bev Milligan 20 

David Smith, Don Smith 21 

Carol Busch, Marilyn Frank  22 

Ruth Gerlinger 23 

Barb Scsavnicki 24 

Jan Tedrow, Sheryl Olson  26 

Betty Jacot, Callie Hauptli  27 

Dawn Sulley 28 

Chris Ferry 29 

Lynne Sirotzki,  
Sean Kebbekus 

30 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

9 St. Luke Newsletter | Sep/Oct 2022 



 
 

 

 
60th Anniversary Oasis 
End-of-August Update 

 
  Thanks to generous donations to our 

60th fund, we’ve been able to progress 
our remodel of the kitchen in the Oasis 
building. We now have newly refinished 
cabinets, new sinks and lights, new 
countertops, and backsplash! Take a 
look at some of the before and after 
photos!  
 
Hooking up the sinks and drains was on 
hold due to a mysterious piece of plastic 
in a drainpipe that required cutting a 
hole into several walls and floors.  It was 
successfully retrieved, but unfortunately 
the damage means new replacement 
pipe must be installed.  
 
After a series of delays caused by a lack 
of steel, cutting the concrete floor and 
brick walls so we can increase the 
foundation for our modular wall is finally 
underway! The going is slow, though, as 
we’ve found a couple of unexpected 
electrical lines running beneath the floor 
– possibly speaker and power outlet 
lines. We also had to dig 36 inches below 
concrete air ducts. It’s been an 
adventure, but progress continues! 
 
We are so thankful to everyone who has 
donated and continues to donate to the 
60th fund! If you would also like to 
contribute to the Oasis remodel, select 
the 60th Anniversary Fund option in the 
app, or write it in the memo line of 
checks/envelopes. Your gifts are so 
appreciated! We can’t wait to show you 
our progress at Oktoberfest, and 
hopefully a big reveal by the next voter’s 
meeting in November – God willing! 
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From left to right: boiler room work to 
unclog the drain, the “mysterious” plastic 
piece, and prepping for the new partition 

frame. 

 
Below:  progress in the kitchen, including 
lights, cabinets, sinks, counter, and 
backsplash. 
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 July 2022 YTD July 2022 2022 Budget 

 Actual Budget Actual Budget Budget 

Donations $56,506 $60,350 $450,921 $438,350 $761,800 

Other Revenue $12,075 $10,166 $59,580 $71,162 $121,992 

Total Revenue $68,581 $70,516 $510,501 $509,512 $883,792 

Expenses $76,276 $74,044 $498,731 $512,311 $833,730 

Net Revenue ($7,696) ($3,528) $11,770 ($2,799) $62 

  

Church Stewardship 

Council Meeting Highlights 
August 13, 2022 

- Updated Policy 1.4.1 to reflect focus on leadership 
development. 

- Exploring support for CMC ordination process for 
a St. Luke’s member. 

- Positive attendance trends in children’s church, 
Sunday school and worship from June-August. 

- Reviewed council ministry survey. 

- Some unexpected expenses in Oasis covered by 
60th Fund donations.   

- Discussed worship service video posting options 
and audio improvements. 

COMING UP 
- Altar flower weekends are 

still available for September 
11 and October 9 - 30. Altar 
flowers are a great way to 
honor someone in your life or 
to celebrate a special event – 
and they’re only $30! Email 
the office or call 
480.969.4414. 

- Brian Hyde from Thrivent  will 
be joining us for worship the 
weekend of Sep. 18th. If 
you’re interested in planning 
for a giving future, catch 
Brian after each service. 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. 
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today 
nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us 
from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, 
nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39). School, friends, 
family, homework, chores, bullies, doubt, fear, the world.  The list of things that 
we feel can come between us and God is endless.  However, rest assured that 
nothing, NOTHING can stand in the way of God loving us.  His love is 
unconditional and never-ending.   

I would love to see you at some of our Plugged In events this month.  I enjoy 
talking with you as we hang out and form lasting relationships. Also, if you ever 
need to get in touch with me for any reason, please don’t hesitate to give me 
a call or text (928.241.8038) or email me. 
 

Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Mesa, AZ 

Permit No. 21 

L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  
8 0 7  N  S t a p l e y  D r i v e  
M e s a ,  A Z  8 5 2 0 3  

Return Service Requested 

Sent with blessings to: 

Find our website at stlukemesa.com 
office@stlukemesa.com 

480.969.4414 

OCT 

SEP 
Sep 3 • Plugged In: Middle School 

Sep 11 • No Plugged In 

Sep 18 • Plugged In: High School 

Sep 25 • Plugged In: 5th-12th grades 

 

Oct 2 • No Plugged In 

Oct 9 • Oktoberfest 

Oct 16 • Plugged In: High School 

Oct 23 • Plugged In: Middle School 

Oct 30 •  5th Sunday Serve  
   All Youth grades 5th-12th  

Youth Calendar 
Events Begin @ 11:45am  
with Lunch! 

 Y outh C orner 

9:30am SUNDAY CLASSES 
Grades 5-6 in Room 405 | Grades 7-8 in Room 400 

High School in Youth Room (406) 
 
 

 

mailto:kelly@stlukemesa.com

