
Embracing our neighbors with unexpected love, St. 
Luke’s exists to bring the hope and healing of 
Jesus to everyday life. 

Some other highlights from this last 
year include: 
 
• 90 beds built for Sleep in 

Heavenly Peace, and 170 
delivered out of our new  
garage delivery hub 

• 29 CarePortal deliveries 
• 8 baptisms 
• 11 new students in Sunday 

School this fall 
• Organ maintenance work 

completed 
• Summer music intern from 

Concordia Irvine 
• 11 high schoolers sent to 

National Youth Gathering 
• 700 people at Night in 

Bethlehem 
• 64 attended Breakfasts with 

Pastor 
• Renovated the Oasis kitchen 

and replaced room divider 
  
In many ways, this short list doesn’t 
capture what God has done in 
2022.  We are seeing new visitors, 
higher attendance, and incredible 

stories of life change.  Last year, I 
wrote that 2021 felt somewhat like 
a continuation of 2020, but that is 
not the case in 2022, and it’s 
exciting to see.   
  
Looking ahead in 2023, I’m 
excited to make further repairs 
and enhancements to our Oasis 
building, support Ethan Berglund 
in our Vicar-partnership, complete 
further functional and aesthetic 
enhancements to our campus, 
and, by God’s grace, see more of 
the encouraging things we’ve 
seen in 2022.   
  
None of this is possible without 
you, the people of St. Luke’s.  You 
are our greatest strength and 
blessing from God.  While we 
don’t know what the future holds, I 
believe we will look back on 2023 
with the same refrain: “I praise 
God for what He’s done.” 
  

God bless, 
Pastor Luke 

 

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 

– Ephesians 1:3 

A Word from Pastor 

I’ve come to love a new worship song 
called, “What He’s Done.”  The verses 

call us to “see on the hill of Calvary” 
and “look at the wounds that give me 
life.”  The chorus celebrates, “My sins 

are forgiven, my future is Heaven, I 
praise God for what He’s done.”   

  
As I look back at 2022 and forward to 

2023, I praise God for what He’s done, 
and what He’s doing here at St. 

Luke’s.  Two big changes this year were 
the hiring of our new children’s ministry 

and office manager staff members.  
Both Sarah & Britney have been 

fantastic additions to our team.  They 
are already doing a great job and 

making a big impact.  As I write this, we 
are still working through the transition 

with our contemporary worship 
director position, and I’m excited to see 

where God leads that process in 2023. 
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Happy New Year! 

Family Ministry 

It’s the new year, which means it’s time for New Year’s resolutions. Your kids 
might make resolutions in their classes at school, like drinking more water or 
keeping their room clean. You yourself might have resolved to eat healthier or 
watch less TV. These are all individual resolutions, but have you tried New 
Year’s resolutions as a family? 

Setting a goal can bring your whole family closer together by making one 
overarching resolution and then breaking it into pieces to assign each family 
member a role. For example, if you resolve to keep the house neater, one 
person could put away the dishes and another could make sure toys are in their 
baskets. A great one I heard recently was a family resolution to put away all 
technology during dinner, as well as 30 minutes after, which developed into a 
tradition of the kids gathering around their parents as they read a story from 
the Bible every night. 

One of the most important parts of setting achievable goals is checking in with 
everyone on a regular basis and using numbers and concrete measurements, 
instead of “being better.” Turn resolutions into a craft or chart you can hang on 
the wall. This is a great reminder to talk about how everyone is doing. 

Finally, reading a Bible story on new beginnings is a great way to start off the 
time you spend setting New Year’s resolutions with your kids! These are a few 
of our favorites: 

Genesis 1 – Even God started from scratch on his goals! Talk about the steps 
God took to create the heavens, the earth, living creatures, and people. 

Hebrews 2:18 and Joshua 1:9 – These verses will help remind kids that even 
when the resolutions they set for themselves are tough, God is there to help. 

Luke 19:1-10 – The story of Zacchaeus is a great reminder that we can all have 
a fresh start in Jesus’ eyes. What better time than the new year to resolve to 
start fresh? 

We look forward to seeing everyone back for regularly scheduled Sunday 
school, ages 3-18, on January 8th, 9:30-10:20am every Sunday!  

 

Sunday School • 9:30am 

Room 409 
Room 401 
Room 402 
Room 405 
Office Workroom 
Youth Room (406) 

PreK – Kinder 
1st – 2nd grade 
3rd – 4th grade 
5th – 6th grade 
7th – 8th grade 

High School 
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LOVE OUR CITY 
WEEKEND 

MARCH 4th & 5th 
 
Although we try to be a serving 
congregation throughout the 
year, we have developed LOVE 
OUR CITY WEEKEND as an 
annual event where we seek to 
find enough diversified 
projects/events so that every 
member can find a meaningful 
place(s) to share their time and 
talents. We hope to have 200+ 
St. Luke volunteers serve the 
community during this 
weekend. There will be 
opportunities for all ages and all 
skill sets. Please join us as we 
reach out to the community and 
embrace them with our love and 
the powerful hope of Jesus. We 
invite you to sign up beginning 
on Sunday, February 11th. 
There will be a limited number 
of slots at each event so sign up 
early! And if you know of a local 
organization that would 
welcome a group from St. Luke, 
please let Mj Cornelius know! 

MJ Cornelius, Community Bridge Builder 

Save the Date! 

CarePortal is a national connection platform that exists to help 

vulnerable children and families by serving as the middleman between 

state agencies and churches. Churches are made aware of the needs of 

hurting children through CarePortal and given the opportunity to 

respond and provide. When St. Luke receives a request in our local 

community, we send out an email to participating church members with 

information about what is needed. Members then reply if they have the 

necessary items or would like to donate financially. Next, once 

donations are received, an email goes out to those serving on our 

delivery teams. We sometimes need volunteers capable of some heavy 

lifting, but we also need tender-hearted, caring volunteers to spend a 

moment or two connecting with families. If you would like to sign up to 

receive emails, please contact Mj Cornelius. This is truly a ministry that 

provides life-changing hope for kids and families in need. Please 

prayerfully consider being a part of it. 

Make a Direct Impact with CarePortal 

Love Our City 2021 

mailto:mj@stlukemesa.com
mailto:mj@stlukemesa.com


 

 

 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
St. Luke’s Community Corner was established to provide opportunities to assist with several of  our partnerships. 
Each month, we highlight a specific need of one of our partners and invite everyone to bring in the requested 
items and place them in the Community Corner cart in the worship center during that month. These partners have 
repeatedly shown enormous gratitude and appreciation for St. Luke’s generosity.  You are making a difference!! 
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COMMUNITY CORNER 

January 
Diapers & Wipes 

January’s request is for all sizes 
of diapers and baby wipes 
which will be donated to 
Helen’s Hope Chest (serving 
the foster care community), 
Choices Pregnancy Center 
(assisting moms with 
unplanned pregnancy support) 
and CarePortal (connects 
churches to struggling families 
in temporary crisis). Donated 
items can be placed in the 
shopping cart in the worship 
center lobby. 
 

In preparation for our Love Our City Weekend (March 3-5), our 
February Community Corner request is for travel-sized toiletries 
and individual serving-sized snacks for Salvation Army’s hygiene 
& snack kits for the homeless. During Love Our City Weekend, we 
will be packaging these items for distribution to the local 
homeless community.  Below is a list of needed items: 
 

- Toothpaste/toothbrushes - Cereal bars 
- Bandaids - Protein bars 
- Sunblock - Granola bars 
- Deodorant - Fruit cups 
- Razors - Pull-tab canned food 
- Shampoo - Tuna/chicken kits 
- Conditioner  - Cases of small water bottles 
- Chapstick - Cracker packets 
- Shaving cream - Cookie snacks 
- Tissue - Gum/mints (no chocolate) 
- Body/hand Lotion - Washcloths 
- Hand soap/body wash  - Mini flashlights 
- Combs - Feminine hygiene products 

 

February 
Salvation Army Hygiene Kits 
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New Sunday Adult Bible Studies!
If one of your New Year’s resolutions is to be more involved in studying God’s word, now might be the perfect 
time to get into an adult Bible study! This time of year, we are privileged to offer a variety of Sunday morning 
Bible studies. Below are the ones being offered January 8th and into February. All classes start at 9:30 am.  

 

Forgiving Challenge | Pastor Galen Sollie | Room 400 
Forgiving Challenge is a study based on the book by Zach Zehnder and is a 40-day journey 
that will lead to more freedom. A forgiven person is a forgiving person.  

 

Christ & the Caesars | Pastor Luke Hennings and Vicar Ethan Berglund | Oasis 
Join Pastor Luke and Vicar Ethan as they lead a study exploring the connections 
between the Roman Caesars, Jesus, and the early church.  When we understand the 
historical events and propaganda surrounding the Roman Emperors, it gives new 
meaning and depth to what Jesus taught, what the early church claimed about 
Jesus, and the message of the book of Revelation. 

 

Parables | Pastor John Grohs  | Fellowship Room 
Parables will continue in January & February. This class is studying different parables in 
God’s Word each week and how we can apply them to our lives.  

 

The History of Christianity | Terry Houghland | Room 403  
This class offers a variety of videos and presentations on such topics of: Medieval 
women's right, Medieval Christianity, who were the Apostolic Fathers, and more.  

If you have any questions about any of these classes, please contact Paul Hoffmann. 
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GriefShare 
On January 13th, St. Luke is hosting another 13-week 
session of GriefShare.   This national ministry uses video, a 
workbook, prayer, and discussion designed to assist those 
going through grief.  Our leadership team of Steve Hines, 
Carol Poedel, Sherry Olson, and Paul Hoffmann facilitates 
each week. The group meets  on Fridays from 9-11am.   
Sign up at the info center or online by searching for St. Luke on the GriefShare website.  Even if you don't 
sign up, you can come anytime. Do you have a friend or neighbor that might be helped?  Invite them to 
come.  
 

mailto:paul.hoffmann@stlukemesa.com


 

 

 
12th Annual Senior Luncheon 
Join us on Friday, January 20th for the 12th Annual Senior 
Luncheon! Come and mingle at 11:30am, with lunch to be served 
at 12pm. To help us prepare, please RSVP in the Worship Center 
lobby on the sign-up sheet or call the office at 480-969-4414. 
Menu coming soon! 

 

Women’s Ministry Info Lunch 
Several ladies at St. Luke have expressed an interest in women’s 
ministry activities, and we’d like to get together for lunch on 
January 22nd, at 11:45am with anyone interested to discuss 
what a St. Luke’s Women’s Ministry might look like! Please RVSP 
at the Info Center and pick up a questionnaire! If you need 
childcare, please let us know! 

 

 
 

Parenting Our Parents  
Did you know that St. Luke’s Parenting our Parent’s (POP) group 
has been meeting for over four years? This support group is for 
anyone who is caring for a loved one that has health challenges 
and helps find answers to questions like, “How can I help my 
loved one and myself deal with these challenges?” and “Where 
can I get help, encouragement, and resources as I support my 
loved one?” We have been privileged to have Jennifer Tonna, a 
RN and owner of several care facilities, facilitate the meetings for 
the past few years. She has a wealth of knowledge on dementia 
and other health topics, and is open to researching other topics, 
if desired. Meetings are held in the Fellowship Room on 
Sundays. If you would like more information or have any 
questions, please contact Paul Hoffmann.  
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POP Meetings: 

January 15th @ 11:45am 
February 12th @ 11:45am 

 

mailto:office@stlukemesa.com
mailto:paul.hoffmann@stlukemesa.com


 
 

 

 
4th Annual Interfaith Choral Festival 
Come support the St. Luke Chancel Choir as they perform with the 
First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary Choir, Grace United 
Methodist Church Choir, and Mesa North Stake Choir at an 
evening of beautiful music (with congregational sing-along) on 
Saturday, February 25th at 7:00pm! With a theme of "All Things 
New” and conducted by Marcus Denton, retired Chandler/Gilbert 
Community College vocal professor, the festival is hosted this year 
by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints – Mesa North 
Stake, at 933 E. Brown Road, Mesa AZ, 85203. 

 

Concordia Wisconsin Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble Tour 
Come and hear Concordia University Wisconsin’s 60-piece wind 
ensemble at Christ Greenfield (425 N. Greenfield Rd., Gilbert, AZ) 
at 7pm on January 10th! 

 

 

 

Installation of Vicar Ethan Berglund 
Ethan Berglund will be installed as St. Luke’s 4-year vicar at all 
services the weekend of January 7th/8th! Ethan has been 
accepted into the CMC pastoral formation program at Concordia 
University in Irvine, an extension of our synod’s seminary in St. 
Louis, MO. CMC stands for Cross-cultural Ministry Center and 
focuses on training up pastors ministering to diverse ethnic 
backgrounds. Ethan’s plan is to develop a Word & Sacrament 
church service ministry for the ASU students involved in our 
international student ministry. We are so humbled and excited to 
support Ethan’s training as a pastor and his work among our ASU 
International Student Ministry! 

 
  Lenten Worship 

- Wednesdays, February 22nd – March 29th 

- 10am & 6:30pm 

- 5:30pm Dinner on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22nd 
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 November 2022 YTD November 2022 2022 Budget 

 Actual Budget Actual Budget Budget 

Donations $73,893 $65,950 $715,996 $666,550 $761,800 

Other Revenue $8,006 $10,166 $88,315 $111,826 $121,992 

Total Revenue $81,899 $76,116 $804,312 $778,376 $883,792 

Expenses $74,220 $74,444 $779,490 $809,286 $883,730 

Net Revenue $7,679 $1,672 $24,822 ($30,910) $62 

  

Church Stewardship 

Voters’ Meeting Highlights 
November 20, 2022 

- 2021 Voters’ Meeting minutes approved, new voting members approved, 
and 2022 year in review 

- Completing service: Council: Laura Blanco, Lisa Kobza, and Tim Creaser; 
Elders: Danny Sundseth, Troy Howe; Endowment: Lee Brentlinger 

- Council elections (approved): James Strickland, TJ Lindberg, Liz Arellano 

- Presentation on staff focus area & Ethan Berglund as CMC Vicar 

- Synodical leadership elections, with Russell Horton approved as lay voter 

- 10:30 worship hiring team update & call extended to Kyle Borcherding 

- 2023 budget & approval and “Dreamlist” presentation 

Heads up! 

- Office hours have 
changed a bit! We’re 
still open Mon – Thu, 
9am – 4:30pm. On 
Fridays, we’re now 
open from 9am – 
12pm. 
 
 

- The birthdays and 
anniversaries lists 
are now available 
as a yearly list! 
Stop by the office 
to pick one up. Or, 
call 480.969.4414 
or email to request 
we send you one! 
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Council Meeting Highlights 
November 12, 2022 

- Recommendations for new council members approved 

- 2023 budget reviewed and approved to Voter’s Meeting 

- Reviewed & approved Voter’s Meeting agenda 

- Update to policy regarding non-member facility rental fees 



 
 

 

   
Offering Envelopes &  
Contribution Statements 
There are various ways to give at St. Luke. Generic offering envelopes 
are available by each offering box on the back wall of the sanctuary. 
We also offer boxes of envelopes that provide envelopes for each 
weekend of the year, as well as special services. These are available in 
the lobby of the Worship Center at the Info Center. If you want an 
annual giving statement for your donations, you will need to write your 
name and contact info on any envelope.  

We also have online giving. Online giving allows you to set up recurring donations at your preferred time of 
week, month, or year. To get started, visit our giving website or the giving page on our app. It will take you to 
SecureGive, where you can create an account and follow the prompts to set up your preferences. It also allows 
us to automatically record your giving for contribution statements. 

Contribution Statements for 2022 will be given out in January of 2023. Thank you for your faithful support of 
the ministries of St. Luke Lutheran. If you have any questions, please contact the church office at 480.969.4414 
or by email. 

 

AZ State Tax Credits 
Our partner organizations below are all eligible for 
Arizona state tax credits for 2022 if you make your 
contribution by April 15, 2023: 

- Habitat for Humanity  
- Family Promise 
- Borderlands Produce Rescue (PowWow) 
- ALSO/ACSTO 
- Helen’s Hope Chest  
- Oakwood Creative Care  
- Save the Family  
- Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest 

Visit our website to donate. Visit the AZ 
Department of Revenue’s website for more details. 
 
 

 

Endowment Awards 
The endowment team is happy to announce that 
2022 outreach grants & scholarships were made in 
November to the following:  

- $4,000 scholarship to St. Luke’s CMC 
pastoral student, Ethan Berglund 

- $1,000 grant to the Titus Foundation for 
training initiatives. The Titus Foundation 
aids young people in underserved 
communities. 

- $1,000 grant to Family Promise, an 
organization we partner with closely that 
helps families recover from home loss. 

These grants are made from the earnings on the 
endowment fund investments, so we also thank all 
who have contributed to the endowment fund this 
year and in the past. 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Have you directed all of your 2022 designated Thrivent Choice Dollars? Thrivent Financial members have 
until March 31st to direct any remaining 2022 Choice Dollars® before they expire. Choice Dollars can be 
directed among thousands of 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations, including St. Luke's Lutheran Church and our 
60th Fund. Visit their website today, or contact Jeff Kolzow, CFP®, ChFC®, RICP®, FICF, Wealth Advisor, at 
480.396.5333.   
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JAN 
Jan 1 • No Plugged In!  
              Happy New Year! 

Jan 8 • Middle School Plugged In 

Jan 15 • No Plugged In 

Jan 22 • High School Plugged In 

Jan 29 • 5th Sunday Serve (5th-12th) 

 

FEB 
Feb 5 • Middle School Plugged In 

Feb 12 • No Plugged In 

Feb 19 • No Plugged In 

Feb 26 • High School Plugged In 

Youth Calendar 
Events Begin @ 11:45am  
with Lunch! 

 
Youth Corner 

 

It may be hard to believe it, but it’s time to start writing the year as 2023! As 
we come out on the other side of the holidays, our thoughts and plans turn 
to the new year. For many of us, that may mean making New Year’s 
resolutions. This is traditionally a time to dedicate ourselves to making some 
element of our lives better. Maybe improving our financial situation or 
finding a way to live a healthier lifestyle. For youth, maybe it should be 
listening to our parents a little bit more! Whatever aspect we choose to focus 
on, the desired result is a change from something we felt needed to be fixed. 
As we enter the post-Christmas season, I encourage you to focus on Jesus as 
the ultimate “fixer”! From broken relationships to feeling sad or lonely, Jesus 
is the only thing that can truly solve our problems.  

I hope to see you soon at our Bible Studies at 9:30 on Sunday mornings, at 
a worship service, or at one of our fun Plugged In events! Please know, if 
you ever need to get in touch with me for any reason, feel free to give me a 
call or text (928.241.8038) or email. 

www.stlukemesa.com/
mailto:office@stlukemesa.com
mailto:kelly@stlukemesa.com



