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Dear Group Host,

!ank you for volunteering to host a group during Immerse: 
!e Bible Reading Experience. As a host, your role will be 
di"erent from a traditional Bible study leader. Rather than 
leading the discussion, teaching, or providing the “right 
answers,” your main responsibility will be to simply facilitate 
conversation and help the group run smoothly.

!is Group Host Guide is designed to help you become more 
familiar with how Immerse works and provide some best 
practices for guiding the discussions your group will have 
during Immerse.

We’re here to help with any questions you might have.  
Our Frequently Asked Questions page can be found at 
ImmerseBible.com/FAQ. If you don’t #nd what you need 
there, give Sergey Kulik a call at (630)784-5147 or email to 
sergeykulik@tyndale.com. He is available Monday through 
Friday, 8:00-4:30 Central Time. We are praying that your 
group has a rich and blessed experience diving into God’s 
Word together.

Sincerely,

Immerse isn’t designed to be a one-off program. Instead, 
it’s meant to give your church a framework for regular 
community immersion in the Scriptures. By reading together 
twice a year, your church can read through all six volumes—
the entire Bible—in three years.

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Welcome to Immerse:  
The Bible Reading Experience The Vision for Immerse
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Commit to reading Immerse: !e Reading Bible as you 
would any other book, from start to #nish. At #rst it 
may feel strange to read at length without any notes 
or chapter breaks, but you’ll get used to it. While 
you read, try to resist the urge to look at any notes or 
commentaries in other Bibles. Simply read the Bible  
as a story—you can go back and “dig deep” later.

Read the assigned readings each day, which will be 
around 12 pages. Don’t skip the book introductions; 
they help set the stage for your reading. Many people 
say reading and listening to the audio version at the 
same time is helpful. Try to make your reading a part  
of your daily schedule.

As you read, think about the topics or questions that 
you will use to begin your discussion. !ere may be 
parts of the reading that stood out to you, or you can 
#nd recommended conversation starters on the Quick 
Start Guide that comes inside the book. Feel free to 
make notes in the book or in a separate journal.

Meet once a week in groups to talk about what you’ve 
read. Treat these gatherings more like a book club 
than a Bible study. !e goal is to have open, honest 
conversations about your reactions to the week’s 
reading.

How Immerse Works
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Who: Groups consist of 8-12 people from your church 
community. Immerse is also a great opportunity to 
invite friends, coworkers, or neighbors who wouldn’t 
normally join a Bible study but are open to an eight-
week commitment to read the Bible in a “book club” 
model. Just try to keep your group under 12 people— 
it gets di$cult to manage a%er that.

When: Meet together once per week, planning to 
spend 60-90 minutes in discussion. Be sure to honor 
your group members’ time by se&ing a speci#c start 
and end time. When time is up, let people know they 
are free to leave. Of course, if they want to continue 
talking then use your judgment to give them options 
for where to continue the conversation.

Where: Even though you are the “host,” the meeting 
doesn’t need to take place at your home. We recommend 
choosing somewhere that is comfortable, quiet, and free 
of distractions. Snacks and refreshments are great during 
or a%er discussion time. Some groups like to share a 
meal together before discussion.

3



Maximized Readability 
Line length, line height, font size, and spacing 
have all been thoughtfully crafted for an optimal 
reading experience.

Natural Structure 
The natural literary structures of each book are 
displayed by appropriate layout, simple line 
spacing, and graphic markers.

Refreshing Reading Experience 
Designed to be enjoyed like the bestseller it is.

Chapter and Verse Ranges 
Displayed for quick orientation to the 
Bible text that falls on each page

Alerts you to important 
thematic turning points

Alerts you to the book’s 
significant structural transitions

Features of Immerse: The Reading Bible
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!e Immerse experience involves far more than just reading 
a series of books. Various support components have been 
developed to enhance your community reading experience. 
!ese resources are included at no additional chanrge. And 
as resources are updated or added, your church will be given 
immediate access to them, allowing you to provide the most 
up-to-date tools and information to your community.

Custom Audio Bible
Full audio recording that follows the natural literary 
breaks found in Immerse: !e Reading Bible.

Weekly Videos
A 2-3 minute “trailer” highlighting what to expect and 
look for in the following week’s reading.

Pastor’s Guide
Guide to help pastors implement Immerse: !e Bible 
Reading Experience in their church.

Group Host Guide
Guide for facilitating discussion during weekly group 
meetings.

Family Guide
Abridged reading for kids with custom discussion 
questions so your whole family can participate in 
Immerse.

Quick Start Guide
Guide for participants, delivered as a bookmark within 
each book (also downloadable). One side gives the 
reading plan and helpful discussion starters; the opposite 
side provides other excellent tips for ge&ing the most out 
of your reading experience.

Graphic Kit
For use in church programs, PowerPoint slides, etc.

eBook Version
Available for purchase for Nook, Kindle, iPad, etc.

Support Tools to Enhance  
Your Immerse Experience

Current Resources Available 
Online at ImmerseBible.com
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Group Host Best Practices

• Encourage your group to stick to the reading schedule. !ere 
will inevitably be days when they can’t #nd time to read, but 
they should try not to fall too far behind. If a group member 
hasn’t #nished the reading in time for the group discussion, 
have them skip ahead to the current week rather than trying 
to catch up. !ey can always go back later and read what they 
missed.

• Incorporate prayer into the experience. Each day before 
reading, group members should pause and pray, asking the 
Holy Spirit to open their hearts to receive God’s word (we’ve 
included a sample prayer at the beginning of each Immerse 
volume). We also encourage you to open each group discussion 
with prayer.

• Have clearly agreed-upon start and #nish times and commit to 
keeping them.

• Sometimes one of your group members will have something 
speci#c they want to talk about at the beginning. If so, great. 
If not, use the discussion questions on the Quick Start Guide 
insert to get the conversation started.

• Emphasize respect for others. If you’d like, share these rules for 
good conversation with your group at the beginning of each 
meeting:

1. Don’t dominate the conversation.

2. Listen carefully to others.

3. Respect others and what they share, even if  
you disagree.

4. Try not to interrupt—you will get a chance  
to speak.

• Some people may want to search for answers on the internet 
during the discussion. While this can be helpful on occasion, 
try to keep it from becoming distracting or disruptive. 
Encourage group members to stay engaged in the conversation; 
they can look things up later.

• Try to keep the conversation moving. If a question or issue 
gets to be too di$cult, don’t get bogged down. Table the topic, 
contact your pastor for assistance, then come back to it the 
following week.

• At the end of each discussion show the video trailer 
for the upcoming week’s reading. You can #nd these on 
ImmerseBible.com. !ese videos are a great way to get your 
group into the right mindset for what they’re about to read.

Share your stories! Tell your pastor and other group leaders 
about the discussions and discoveries your group has. You 
can also share stories with other Immerse users around the 
world at ImmerseBible.com/ShareYourStory.
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Immerse: Messiah Reading Plan

Week 1 Luke
Day 1  pp. A9-12
Day 2  pp. 13-27
Day 3  pp. 28-37
Day 4  pp. 37-47
Day 5  pp. 47-59

Week 2 Acts, 1 & 2 !essalonians
Day 6  pp. 61-70
Day 7  pp. 70-82
Day 8  pp. 82-94
Day 9  pp. 95-110
Day 10  pp. 111-123

Week 3 1 & 2 Corinthians,  
  Galatians, Romans
Day 11   pp. 125-135
Day 12  pp. 135-148
Day 13  pp. 149-164
Day 14  pp. 165-175
Day 15  pp. 177-190

Week 4 Romans, Philemon, Colossians,   
  Ephesians, Philippians, 1 Timothy,  
  Titus, 2 Timothy
Day 16  pp. 190-202
Day 17  pp. 203-214
Day 18  pp. 215-224
Day 19  pp. 225-241
Day 20  pp. 243-255

Week 5 Mark, 1 & 2 Peter, Jude
Day 21  pp. 257-268
Day 22  pp. 268-279
Day 23  pp. 279-292
Day 24  pp. 293-301
Day 25  pp. 303-310

Week 6 Ma"hew
Day 26  pp. 311-324
Day 27  pp. 324-336
Day 28  pp. 337-345
Day 29  pp. 345-358
Day 30  pp. 358-366

Week 7 Hebrews, James, John
Day 31  pp. 367-377
Day 32  pp. 377-387
Day 33  pp. 389-396
Day 34  pp. 397-411
Day 35  pp. 411-423

Week 8 John, 1–3 John, Revelation
Day 36  pp. 424-437
Day 37  pp. 439-452
Day 38  pp. 453-459
Day 39  pp. 460-471
Day 40  pp. 471-482 
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