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BAPTISM: IDENTITY

(ADAPTED FROM OUR 7TH-8TH GRADE WEEK 11A LESSON)


Identity has become a 
buzzword in our culture. How 
do we form our identity?  How 
do we keep or change our 
identity?  How do we display 
our identity to others? 

The truth is our identity is 
always being formed and 
shaped.  We come from a 
certain family with certain 
values, but often leave those 
behind.  We have major 

accomplishments and 
milestones, but then we add 
more and more of both.  The 
clothes we wear, car we drive, 
accent we have, vocabulary we 
use, spouse we marry - all 
become part of our social status 
and forge our identity in the 
world.  For Christians, our 
baptism creates a unique 
identity for us and gives us a 
new way to look at our lives.

BAPTISM        
RECAP 

Baptism comes from the 
Greek word “baptidzo” 

which means to wash 
something.  Christians 

baptize people because 
Jesus told us to. 

Being baptized  “in the 
name of the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit” connect us 
to everything God has 
done: creation, cross, 

resurrection, Pentecost, etc.   

 Through baptism, we’re 
washed clean and given a 

new life filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  It’s a visible and 

tangible way to experience 
the love and grace of God.

BAPTISM IS NOT JUST PLAIN WATER, BUT IT IS WATER 
COMBINED WITH GOD’S WORD.  IT WORKS FORGIVENESS OF 

SINS, RESCUES FROM DEATH AND THE DEVIL, AND GIVES 
ETERNAL SALVATION. 


- MARTIN LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM
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 BAPTISM: PART THREE

AN UNEXPECTED ANSWER 

Nicodemus was a very good person – a 
believer in the true God, and a person of 
integrity and character.  He would have been 
featured on the cover of JewsWeek with the 
subtitle “Man of the Year.”  He was even 
humble enough to recognize that Jesus was 
from God.  But I think he was a little shocked by 
the conversation he had with Jesus when he 
asked his question.  Read John 3:1-8. 

Jesus said, “Unless you are born again, you 
cannot see the kingdom of God.”  When 
Nicodemus asked for some clarity, Jesus 
doubled down on His statement, explaining 
that a person needs to be “born of water and 
Spirit” (verse 5).  What do you think Jesus 
meant when he said that we have to be born 
again of water?

The truth is, it’s rich imagery, and it probably 
means lots of things.  But Biblical experts 
compare this saying of Jesus to the words God 
spoke to the Israelites found back in the book 
of Ezekiel 36:24-27.  Read the passage and 
listen for the themes of water and Spirit.

God spoke those words to His people while 
they were slaves to a foreign country.  With that 
in mind, look at all the amazing things God 
promised:

He will bring them back home (away 
from all the false gods of the nations)

He will sprinkle them with water and 
wash them clean

He will replace their hard hearts with 
new and tender hearts

He will put His own Spirit in them so 
they become more like Him

This is all a powerful and wonderful way to 
basically say: “I’m going to give you a fresh 
start, with a new heart and new identity.”  

That’s what Jesus had in mind when He was 
talking with Nicodemus.  Even though 
Nicodemus was an all-around good guy, Jesus 
knew that Nicodemus was like everyone else – 
we all need to have our “filth washed away” 
(Ezekiel 36:25) because we are all messed-up 
people.  And we all need God to give us a new 
identity: a new heart as He fills us with His 
Spirit.  No matter how good of a life we live, 
none of us are perfect, and Jesus says we all 
must receive a new start from God – a new birth 
where we are washed clean by God (through 
what Jesus has done for us).

AN UNEXPECTED GIFT

When we talk about God sending His Spirit 
into us, it’s a pretty big idea.  The Bible says 
that when we receive God’s Spirit we become 
part of God’s family.  God makes us His 
children.  Let’s think about that for a bit…

A parent’s own life is in their child, if by nothing 
else than their DNA.  But on top of that, often 
parents shape a child’s personality traits and 
abilities just by how they influence their child 
as he or she grows up.  And of course, there 
are certain realities in parents’ lives that 
become a part of the child’s life.  For instance, 

GALATIANS 3:27 compares 
being baptized in Jesus to 
putting on new clothes.
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wealthy, the child can live in 
luxury.  If the parent is super 
famous, the child becomes 
famous as well.  If the parent 
owns 100,000 acres of prime oil 
fields and three gorgeous islands 
in the Caribbean, the child will 
one day own those!

So, even though every parent-
child relationship and situation is 
different, you can see that being 
a part of someone’s family makes 
a difference.  That’s the impact 
being baptized has in our life.  
We become part of God’s family, 
with His extravagant love, 
influence, and grace shaping our 
identity and changing our lives. 

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER


When you put this all together, 
baptism changes our identity in 
three main ways:

We all need a fresh start, a 
completely new birth into 
a new life.

In this new birth, we are 
washed clean through the 
water of baptism.

We’re also connected into 
God’s family because we 
are given God’s Spirit.

Read through these Bible 
passages and see how they talk 
about these ideas: John 1:10-13, 
Romans 8:14-17, and Titus 3:3-7.

So, how does all this actually 
change the way I think about 
myself?  How does the fact that I 
have been washed clean, been 
given a new start, and have God’s 
Spirit in me change my identity?  
Simply put, it means that while 
we still enjoy the many good 
things in our life, our identity is 
always bigger than those things.  
No matter what we base our 
identity on, no matter whether we 
live an impressive life or struggle 
all our years trying to hide the 
fact that we’re falling apart, 
whether we’re good or bad, feel 
like we’re a success or a failure -  
we’re always part of God’s family.

As Christians, we have this great 
inner confidence that even if 
everything else is taken away 
from us, no matter what we face, 
we are always God’s dearly loved 
children on our way to a 
wonderful future with Jesus and 
no one and no thing can take that 
away from us.  That’s why baptism 
is such a great gift, because it 
connects us to the great gift of 
Jesus and all He’s done for us.  It 
gives us something different to 
base our identity on.

“
GRACE ALONE 
SCRIPTURE ALONE 

FAITH ALONE



What does it mean to you that GOD has claimed YOU in your 
baptism, and not the other way around?  In other words, how cool is 
it to know that God was doing something for you and in you when 
you were baptized?   

This realization changed Martin Luther’s life.  He once said, “Baptism 
is the greatest gift in life.”  Luther had a crazy life, filled with highs 
and lows.  He sometimes battled with depression.  But no matter 
what he faced, his baptism gave him comfort, because it gave him a 
new identity.  Luther knew he was washed clean, made a child of 
God, filled with God’s Spirit, given a new life (a re-birth), and 
ultimately connected to everything that Jesus did for all of us in His 
death and resurrection!  That’s an incredible hope and confidence to 
build a life upon!

BRINGING IT BACK TO JESUS

GAME CHANGER


It’s hard to imagine a more 
faithful and devout Jew than 
Paul.  He was trained as a 
Pharisee and was part of their 
grassroots movement to get 
Jewish people to obey every 
little detail of God’s law.  It’s no 
wonder he was zealous to 
persecute the new Christian 
movement - his whole passion 
was conforming to God’s laws, 
not needing God’s grace.  That 
was his identity. 

But then one day Jesus 
appeared to him in a blinding 

light.  From that day forward, 
Paul was a new man.  In his 
letter to the Galatians, Paul 
said the law was in place until 
Christ came, and now the way 
of faith has been revealed in 
Jesus.  He said that through 
faith in Jesus, we’re children of 
God, and he likened this to 
putting on new clothes.  In a 
day and age where people 
had few sets of clothes, 
getting a new set was like 
becoming a new person.  
That’s what we are when Jesus 
enters our life through the gift 
of baptism!
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PONDER

ON THE FRONT PAGE


If you were featured on 
the cover of a magazine, 
what magazine would it 
be, and with what 
tagline?  Maybe Sports 
World with the subtitle: 
Soccer Dominance? 

Experts say one of the 
first things we notice 
about a person is their 
shoes.  Clothing, friends, 
money, social media, etc. 
can tell a lot about a 
person.  How can we 
display our identity in 
Christ? 


