
SERIES: “Together”                                                                                                                  

“Together We Find Peace” – Ephesians 2:17-22 

Together is the theme of our Rally Day and the month of September. As I thought about togetherness 

and what it means for us as followers of Jesus, I thought of . . . Legos.  

That’s right. Those small plastic bricks with little raised circles. How many of you have or have had 

Legos? Who could have imagined that these pieces of plastic would be worth billions of dollars? The 

Danish toy company that began in the 1930s has built a Lego empire around the building bricks that 

they introduced in the 1950s.  

Individually, Legos are just cheap pieces of plastic—and, I might add, the cause of great distress to 

parents & grandparents who step on a random Lego in the middle of the night. But despite their basic 

design, the magic is in the way they fit together. Legos are designed to be together—that’s what those 

little raised circles are for, to attach each brick to another. And together these plastic pieces can be 

made into fantastic creations. Full-scale models of castles, cars, airplanes, spaceships have all been 

built from Legos. If you’ve ever been to one of the LEGOLAND theme parks, you’ve been treated to 

scaled replicas of the world’s most famous buildings and landmarks. It seems that Legos can be put 

together to create almost anything. They are just pieces of plastic. But together they create something 

much bigger and better than the sum of their parts. 

The church is like Legos—a collection of individuals of various sizes, shapes, and colors. Individually, 

we may not be much to look at, but when we come together the way God intended, we form the 

Church, which is a creation much greater than the individual members. God takes our chaos and, by 

His design, makes something spectacular and gives us purpose. 

Legos make a fun example. But I hope you can see my excitement for the concept of togetherness. In 

real life, this concept is powerful and life changing. Christ invites us to be together with Himself and 

together with one another. Together we are on this journey of transformation.  

Whether you’re a regular member or a first-time visitor, I invite you to commit to joining us for this four-
week journey, where we will explore what the concept Together means for us individually, as a 
church, and as a part of our world as a whole. Over the next four weeks, we will discover together 
how we experience peace, love, strength, and purpose as we explore these themes: 

Together We Find Peace - Together We Experience Love - Together We Grow Stronger - Together 
We Can Change the World 

The guide for our journey comes from the book of Ephesians. It’s fitting that we study this book 

together, because that’s what the original believers in Ephesus did. I know you know this, but the 

people of Ephesus did not have smartphones, the Internet, TV or radio. I remind you of this because 

it’s easy to forget the original context and culture of the people of the Bible. And like all of the early 

church, the believers in Ephesus got their information in a very communal way. Paul wrote letters to 

the churches, and the people received them by gathering together and listening to the letter being 

read. When it came to processing and understanding what the letter meant, the people of the early 

church did so—together. Together they listened and learned and shared and discussed and wrestled 

through the challenges of living out their faith in Christ in the midst of a culture that operated in a 

vastly different way. So we will be following their lead together in discussing and wrestling with the 

ways Christ invites us to live both together with Him and together with one another. 



Our world seeks peace in so many different ways. We seek peace among nations, peace in our cities, 

peace in our families, peace in our churches, and peace in our own minds and hearts. In our text, we 

learn 3 things about peace: 

1) Peace in Unity—Do you ever find yourself, or those you know, searching for a place to belong? 

Searching for a way to be part of something bigger than yourself? Where do you experience that 

sense of belonging? Paul says that the body of Christ—the church—is our place of belonging, rooted 

in the restoration and unity brought by Jesus. 

Paul takes us directly into the central issue of togetherness in Ephesians 2: unity. And foundational to 

this unity is grace. Nobody can claim a higher position or status, because all believers are of the same 

status—sinners in need of grace. Earlier in chapter 2, Paul emphasizes the fact that the very life we 

have received from God is only because of God’s grace. You know the verses: “For it is by grace you 

have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so 

that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). When we recognize that it is grace that has saved us, it 

forces us to open our arms and hearts to all in gratitude. We have all been offered the same gift. 

Grace does not allow exclusion. Instead, it brings us together in unity.  

Paul goes on to explain how Christ’s purpose was to unify the two major divisions of people—Jews 

and Gentiles. Paul is basically including everyone. Those who weren’t Jews, those who weren’t part of 

God’s covenant people, were Gentiles. But Paul clarified, “For he himself is our peace, who has made 

us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility” (2:14). 

By coming to save the world, Jesus broke down the division between God and man, and the division  

between God’s covenant people and others. In doing away with that separation, He brought peace—

real, lasting, eternal peace. Obviously, that peace will not be completely realized until Christ returns to 

complete God’s ultimate restoration. But through Jesus’ death and resurrection, the door to peace is 

open to us all. And it opens up to unity as a definitive characteristic of God’s people.  

Paul is clear that we find peace in unity, but that does not mean in uniformity or sameness. The 

church at Ephesus was full of diversity, and the goal was not to change this. The goal was unity in the 

midst of those differences. It’s the same goal for the church today.  

So we find peace not be separating ourselves from the world or from others, but by leaning into the 

grace and unity that Jesus brings. What would happen in our lives and community if church was a 

place to come together in peace and allow God to remove all dividing walls of hostility? How would 

this change our church body right here? How should it? How are we doing, church? Let’s be a people 

of unity. Let’s be a people of grace. Let’s be a people of peace. 

2) Peace in God’s Presence—That’s much easier to say than to do, isn’t it? We live in a world that 

seems increasingly full of discord and anxiety. News stories demonstrate every day that as a 

population we struggle with anxiety, depression, and isolation. Headlines proclaim divisions and 

conflicts of all sorts, from personal disagreements to political wars, both ideologically and physically. 

We need peace!  

Paul is crystal clear in verse 14 that Christ Himself is our peace. Peace is not a thing. It’s a person. 

We find peace—both personally and as a body—in relationship with Jesus. And we experience it as a 

fruit of God’s Spirit living in and through us. Peace isn’t something we can create in ourselves; the 

Holy Spirit in us brings peace and enables us to live it out. Together as believers we are the collective 

dwelling place of God’s Spirit, who is our peace. 



That is good news! We are not alone. We are citizens, family, and most importantly, a dwelling in 

which God lives by His Spirit. While our struggles do not magically disappear, together in the middle 

of our struggles we can experience peace, because we have the presence of the Holy Spirit. And we 

can share and offer that peace to others, even when struggles or disagreements arise. 

So what does peace look like in our lives this week? I can tell you first what it is not. Peace is not 

ignoring differences, conflict, or reality. Peace is not an image to be upheld or a feeling to be pursued. 

Peace is the presence of God in His people. And His presence through the Holy Spirit enables us to 

experience peace and to remind each other and the world around us that He is the source of all 

peace. Where anxiety and fear are strongest, we can be a living reminder that God cares for the 

details of our lives, as well as the eternal redemptive story of the world. 

3) The Way of Peace—All Being Built Together Wouldn’t it be nice if we could find peace once and 

be done with it? But peace is not just a one- time event. When faced with an un-peaceful world, Jesus 

invites us to return to Him and to each other again and again. The prophets who foretold the coming 

of Christ gave Him the name Prince of Peace. And through His death and resurrection, He made the 

way of peace available to each of us. In the face of all life’s battles and an un-peaceful world, Jesus 

offers the terms of peace and the way forward. When we surrender to His power and accept His life, 

we embrace the way of peace. 

But what about the fact that peace seems so temporary and fragile? It seems that peace can be 

interrupted or destroyed in an instant. The peace we see in the world never seems to last. The good 

news is that as believers our peace goes beyond a circumstance or a feeling. In fact, our peace is the 

never-changing, always-present Spirit of God. Jesus knew the hardships His disciples would face, 

and He promised them peace. He told them in John 14: “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 

you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 

your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” Just as Jesus promised, the Holy Spirit is with us 

continually and is our source of peace.  

But we all need reminders. We all need encouragement and support. We all need others to relate with 

in unity and share peace and bring it into a world that needs it. And that’s where the church comes in.  

Paul closes Ephesians 2 with this: “In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 

God by the Spirit.”  

Like those Legos we talked about earlier, we fit together to form the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. 

And the Holy Spirit fills and enables us with the peace of Christ. Why do we come back to church, and 

invite others to join us? Because coming together here does not just put us in the church. Instead, it is 

here that we realize we are the church—and as the church, God dwells with us. Like Jesus said in 

Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 

So we come together to live and worship in unity, to collectively turn our focus to Jesus and 

experience the source of our peace, and to offer the way of peace to the world. Together we are so 

much greater than the sum of our parts. Together we encourage and support each other when we are 

weak. Together we reflect the nature and relationship of God. 

Thank you for coming together on this Rally Day weekend. I hope to see each of you in the coming 

weeks as we continue this journey—together. In Jesus, Amen. 


