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“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 

meet together...encouraging one another...” (Hebrews 10:24 NIV). 
 
National Back to Church Sunday is the national movement of Christian churches of many 
different denominations reaching out to their communities. In 2018, Mount Olive joined 
over 10,000 churches sharing the message “You Belong Here” with every home in their 
community because the need has never been greater. 
 
This year it is hoped that over 13,000 churches will join together to reach more people 
than ever before. This year’s theme is “Together,” to send the message that we may all 
be different, but we are one in Christ and stronger together. This is the time for us to let 
our community know that Mount Olive Lutheran Church is here for them and want to 
welcome them to connect and make new friends. 
 
The “Together” message is designed to encourage the never-churched “nones” and 
“dechurched” people in our community to come to church to find a community of people 
who are growing together spiritually, who are applying their faith to everyday challenges 
and who help and support one another as well as the community at large. 
 
So, I encourage everyone at Mount Olive to gather together and celebrate the fact that  
you belong to Christ and share in our oneness in Christ! Together...we are family! 
 
Rally Day Sunday—September 7/8. During our worship services on Saturday and 
Sunday (5:30 PM, 8:00 and 10:30 AM) we will gather under the theme of “Together  
We Find Peace!” (Saturday - 5:30 PM and Sunday - 8:00 AM will be in the Worship 
Center and Sunday, 10:30 AM will be in Rocket Park!!). We will share the value of 
worshipping together as a family, and joining together in the important work of mission 
and ministry that Christ has given us to do. 
 
From 9:00-10:15 A.M. we will have refreshments and fellowship, along with tables in the 
Welcome Center for our various ministries and small groups where you can meet ministry 
leaders and find out more about what they do, and how you can support and help. Then, 
after the 10:30 service in the park we will stay there for a family picnic. We will serve 
chicken from Pizza Ranch and bottled water. This year we are asking members to 
provide potluck salads (Families A-M) and desserts (Families N-Z). You will also have the 
opportunity to visit with our Elders and MMC members. 
 
The next weekend (September 14/15) our sermon series, “Together,” will continue, as 
well as our education classes (Worship - Saturday, 5:30 PM, Sunday 8:00, 9:30 and  
10:30 AM; Education Hour 9:15 - 10:15 AM): 
 

 September 14/15 Together We Experience Love 
 September 21/22 Together We Grow Stronger 
 September 28/29 Together We Can Change the World  
 

So, as we prepare to celebrate and appreciate belonging to Christ and His Church: 
1) Pray for our Rally Day celebration and for our Fall season of ministry and activities. 
2) Participate regularly in worship, Bible study, a small group, and in some form of 

service in our congregation or our community. 
3) Identify someone in your circle of influence that you can invite to join you (and your  

family) in worship, service or other church activity. God’s rich blessings to all! 
 
Connecting People to Jesus,                                                                                      

Pastor Jon 

“Together” 
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Compassionate Friends 
By Marcy Weight 

Members of Compassionate Friends meet monthly to offer 
Christian love, hope, strength and companionship to: 
 

 Cope with a recent diagnosis of cancer 

 Meet the daily challenges of a chronic disease or 
terminal illness 

 Encourage a neighbor, family member or friend suffering from a diagnosis of 
an acute disease 

  Offer hope to you as a survivor 

The next meeting for Compassionate Friends will meet in Room 1115 on September 9 
at 1:00 PM. This support group is open to everyone who has gone through or is going 
through an illness. Call Marcy at 763.755.6368 for more information. 

Join us for  

RALLY SUNDAY  
Sunday, September 8 

 9:00 AM Ministry Fair in Welcome Center 

 10:30 AM Acoustic Worship in the Park & Picnic Lunch 
    

Please bring a dish to share (Chicken will be provided)  

(Families) A-M: Salads    N-Z: Dessert 
 

Worship in the Sanctuary 
Saturday, September 7: 5:30 PM & Sunday, September 8: 8:00 AM 

Backpack Blessing 

Students from preschool to 
college – bring your backpacks 
to be blessed during worship. 

 

September 15 

10:30 AM 
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L.I.F.E. Groups at Mount Olive 

By Pastor Jon Haakana 
As we are about to begin a new education year as a church family, I would like once 
again to stress the importance of being part of a small group here at Mount Olive. 
There are several small group Bible studies each week, and home groups that meet 
for study, encouragement, prayer and fellowship. We call them L.I.F.E. Groups here at 
Mount Olive. 
 
Now certainly we don’t require participation in one of these groups, but I would 
encourage you to consider being part of one for edification, spiritual growth, and for 
strengthening the body of Christ here at Mount Olive.  
 
L.I.F.E Groups (Living in Faith Everyday) are a way of bringing people together as 
they seek to look closely, through the eyes of their hearts, at the guidance and 
transforming work of God in their lives.  
 
L.I.F.E. Groups are foremost a listening group, spiritually directed with the opportunity 
to describe the milestones, detours, and questions of our own spiritual journeys.  
 
As Mount Olive grows in membership as a church, people may feel as if they are part 
of a crowd instead of a family. Some members may feel the church is “getting too big” 
and wish we could have that ‘small church’ feeling.  
 
L.I.F.E. Groups connect one another to each other and to 
the body of Mount Olive. The body of Mount Olive cannot 
care for every member of our church, but a L.I.F.E group 
can care for each of its members.  
 
I hope you will consider becoming a part of one of our 
LIFE Groups, whether you have never been part of one or 
would like to start again. For days, times, and leader 
contact information, please look at the LIFE Group 
brochure located on the W’s board under “Welcome,”  
in the Welcome Center. 

EXHALE NEWS  “We breathe in YOUR grace and exhale”  

Women’s Ministry -  SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Monday, September 23, 6:30 PM for a fun, edifying night of 

appetizers, faith story and friends. All ladies invited.  

Men’s Ministry -  SAVE THE DATE! 

Oktoberfest 
October 5 

All over 21 are welcome! More 

details to follow soon. 
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The Importance of God’s Word 

By Pastor Randy Stroming 
Change is just around the corner. I know It feels like summer just began and here we 
are getting ready to go into another fall season. It doesn’t help that we had a late 
spring that shortened the summer season. But none the less change is coming, like it 
or not. There are times that we do not like change. There are times that we can’t wait 
for change. Change becomes part of life. The Christian life, from start to finish, is 
utterly dependent on the grace of God who is the same yesterday and today and 
tomorrow.  

His power promise and love for us in Christ Jesus is a blessing as we face the 
turbulent changing and storming tossed world. We need His grace and power in our 
lives. He breaks the cycle of chaos, crisis, sin and darkness. He calls us out of 
darkness into His wonderful light. He breaks the power of death for us through His 
own death and resurrection. Walking the fullness of life forgiven baptized Christians. 
He is the way, the truth and the life. It means that we walk as a child of God.  

That is why we need Bible study in our lives. To give us direction and show us His 
wisdom to walk in His light and Word. His word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to 
my path. He give us His wisdom. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. The Hebrew word for wisdom 
(hokmah) is related to a root meaning "skill" or "care" and came to imply "skill in 
living." Let me give you a simple definition of wisdom: wisdom is the ability to make 
good life decisions in living for Jesus…Making good, wise decisions glorifies God. 

In the midst of it all, we need God who is ever-present, changeless and constant for 
us. This Gift that God gives us to fill our lives and live our lives in The Word. Jesus is 
“the Word” that we need in our lives daily. Without the Word of God in our lives we 
fall victim to Satan, the world, and our own sinful flesh. Ignoring God’s word leads to 
making foolish decisions and dishonors God. Regular study and reading of the Word 
of God keeps our heart and mind in line with God. God’s Word is the truth that sets 
us free and shows us the way. It points us to Jesus who is the Truth and grows us to 
be like Christ.  

May God shape our days with his word and open our hearts to hear his voice.  May 
He interpose our lives, and the lives of those around us, with dozens of fresh 
routines, thoughts and patterns for regularly availing ourselves of his life-giving 
words! To give him glory, honor and praise.  

Blessing In Jesus, 
Pastor Randy  
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Life Bible Study Opportunities 

Sunday’s Adult Bible Study: What on Earth am I Here For? On September 15,  
9:15 AM, Adult Bible Study will gather in Cana Hall to begin a 6-Session study to Help 
You figure out Why You're Here. You ARE NOT an Accident ! God has a particular 
Purpose for You on Earth. Your parents may not have planned you, but God did!  And He 
knew your parents had the exact genes to create the "You" HE had in mind - for the 
Purpose HE had in mind Just. For. You. From the beginning, God's plan has been that 
we Fulfill His Purposes in Community with other believers. Join us September 15 - 
because TOGETHER we're better! 

Highlighted Verses Bible Study: Beginning Sunday in the Meeting Room at 9:00 AM, 
September 15, this Bible study focuses on specific verses (from Genesis to Revelation) 
that people have highlighted (as having special significance) in their Bibles. The goal is to 
develop confidence in sharing one’s faith with others. If there are any questions, contact 
Jim Rootes at farmalldork@gmail.com. 
 

Adult Gospel Project Bible Study: Meets at 9:15 AM Sunday mornings in Room 1115. 
We are continuing our journey through the Scriptures using The Gospel Project. It is a 
great curriculum that will help us all understand that “the Bible is not a collection of 
stories, it is one story, the story of God’s plan of redemption through Jesus Christ.” And 
the best part is that all the kids, from Nursery through Senior Youth, will be studying the 
same lessons. What a great opportunity for you as parents to be able to discuss the 
lessons further as a family! 
 

Women's Bible study is meeting on a new day - Wednesdays! We are hoping that with 
this new day and time, more people will be able to join us in the Conference Room as we 
study God's Word. With a new meeting day, we are thinking that we'll need a new name! 
Join us at our first meeting date to help us craft a new name for this group of lovely 
Women of God. Beginning September 11, 10:30 AM until 12:00 PM, twice monthly. 
Second September meeting date is September 18. Our initial Bible study will be on Paul's 
book to the Colossians. All women are welcome. For more information, contact Karen 
Albu (763.432.7652) or Chris Schomburg (ChrisSchomburg@gmail.com.) 
 

Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study meets at 6:00 AM in the Coffee Shop. Contact 
Jeff Paschke at 763.427.5539. 
 

Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study: We'll be finishing up our study of Women 
of the Bible this month. Please join us for Bible study and fellowship Wednesday 
mornings from 6:00 - 7:00 AM in Room 1115, next to the coffee shop. Simply stop in or 
email Paulette at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 
 

In the Word Bible Study: Beginning Wednesday, September 11, this Bible Study meets 
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 - 8:00 PM. This Bible study continues in the Book of 
Isaiah and will be followed up with a study of Romans. The method we are using for this 
study is to listen to a dramatization reading and then follow-up discussion. Contact Jim 
Rootes at farmalldork@gmail.com. 
 

Thursday Video Matinees are held 10:30 AM - 1:00 PM in the Room 1115. The 
schedule will be in the bulletin or contact Jim Rootes (the facilitator) at 
farmalldork@gmail.com for information. September 22 is the next Thursday Video 
Matinee. The plan is to show the video and then conduct a Bible study related to the 
video. You can bring your own lunch if you wish. The youth are invited to these sessions 
also. 
 

First Place 4 Health: Beginning September 12, 7:00 PM (more detailed information on 
page 6) 
 

Word Ministry Focus - Life + 
By Pastor Randy Stroming 

mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
mailto:ChrisSchomburg@gmail.com
mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
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 Get healthier through Faith-Based Weight Loss Program 

By  Janet Orrick 

Every year Americans spend billions of dollars on weight-reduction programs and 
products. Many are on a search for a quick fix, unwilling to consider permanent 
changes in their lifestyle.  

For the members of Mount Olive and other area churches have discovered that the 
Bible holds the answer to this weight loss epidemic. By following the First Place 4 
Health program, a faith-based weight loss plan supported and endorsed by 
nutritionists and physicians. 

Meeting in weekly support groups, the members of Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
follow a fitness and Bible study program which puts Christ first and improves every 
area of a person’s life. This Christ-centered, balanced weight-loss and healthy living 
program has guided hundreds of thousands of people to a healthy lifestyle. 

First Place 4 Health is a 12-week program that emphasizes a balanced lifestyle in all 
four areas of life—mental, physical, emotional and spiritual. The program points 
members to God’s strength and creates a compassionate support group that helps 
members stay accountable in a positive environment. 

“First Place 4 Health is more that weight loss - it’s a lifestyle change that encourages 
every participant to find balance in his or her own life,” shares Carole Lewis, National 
Director of First Place 4 Health. 

The Mount Olive First Place group will begin our fall Bible study on Thursdays from 
7:00 -8:30 PM (optional 6:30-7:00 exercise session). Please contact Janet Orrick if 
you are interested. The next session beginning the week of September 12 with an 
introduction and dietary review. Then we will roll out the next Bible study on 
September 19. 

CONTACT: Janet Orrick, 763-323-0939 

http://Firstplaceforhealth.com   http://www.fp4h.com/mtolive 

http://Firstplaceforhealth.com
http://www.fp4h.com/mtolive


 ~ 7 ~ 

 Work Ministry Focus 

W
O

R
K

W
O

R
K

  
POSITION AVAILABLE DESCRIPTION—DCA 

Director of Church Administration: Part-time (20 hrs/wk – salaried) executive level role for 
a strong, gifted leader, who leads from a passionate, relational heart. The ideal candidate is 
an innovative thinker with a business focus and a strategic mind, balancing an eye for details 
with the capacity to see the big picture. With key spiritual gifts of leadership and 
administration this individual will serve alongside our Senior Pastor and Mission and Ministry 
Council working together to set, drive, and implement the strategic vision for Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church. Additional areas of management and oversight include Human Resources, 
Risk Management, Finance and Facilities. Contact Pastor Jon Haakana (jon@mtolive-
anoka.org) or President Tony Walsh (twalsh72@gmail.com) if interested in applying for this 
position.  

DCE CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE: Your Call Committee has been working hard to move 
along the process of calling a Director of Christian Education for High School Youth and 
Young Adults. We have met with Sean Martens from our Minnesota South District of the  
LCMS to review a timetable and procedures. We have received access to the Synod 
database for Commissioned Ministers for the LC-MS. 

After several searches we have narrowed our initial list to seven candidates. We are 
contacting them to make sure they are still available and open to receive a Call at this time. 
We are developing a list of interview questions. We hope to conduct a first interview with the 
candidates in the near future using a video chat format. 

If you know of a Synodically trained DCE that you would like to recommend to the committee, 
please send their name and where they are currently serving to Danielle Ganje 
(ganje@umn.edu) or Pastor Jon (jon@mtolive-anoka.org). We prefer someone who has 
interest and experience working with high school youth and young adults, with 3-10 years of 
experience in the field. Thank you. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

                                  Drop-off week November 18-24 

 

Be thinking what a child might like to receive along with a 

clear message of Jesus. 

 

New ideas:   

 The new OCC cardboard boxes are improved and are stronger and larger. 

 They can easily hold a soccer ball or other fun items for kids that have nothing 

or very little. 

 Also, OCC recommends not using the plastic boxes that sell for $1.00 because 

the gift boxes are handled multiple times in hot or very cold weather and they 

crack and do not travel well. 

 

More information to follow on availability of the new cardboard boxes. See 

Samaritans Purse website for cardboard or plastic boxes available to purchase. 

If questions, contact Ken Peterson 612.209.0887 or Mary Scarborough 

612.867.7783   

mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:twalsh72@gmail.com
mailto:ganje@umn.edu
mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
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Upcoming Events  

Artisan Craft Fair/Bake Sale 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

FALL LUNCHEON 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Saturday, October 12 
at Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

 Mount Olive Fall Event 

All proceeds go to help support international, state, local and  

Mount Olive mission projects.  

Monday, September 9, 2019 

Elk River Country Club 

  3:30 PM—Registration 

  4:30 PM—Shotgun Start 

  7:00 PM—Social & Pig Roast  

Families, friends, golfers and non-golfers  
alike are welcome to participate in this 9-hole, 

Sign up TODAY. Proceeds support our Human Needs Fund. 

20th Annual 

Mount Olive Golf Scramble!!!  

SAVE THE DATE 
The Red Cross Bloodmobile will be at Mount Olive on  

Monday, September 23  
12:30-6:30 PM in Cana Hall.  

Ages 17 and up (weighing a minimum of 110 lbs)  

are encouraged to donate.  

 

Sign up in Welcome Center. 

Free childcare is available. 
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Christian Greeting Card Boxes  
are available in  

Welcome Area & Room 1115 

     

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 

All women are invited to the 

    LWML Capitol Conference Fall Rally 
Our Saviours Lutheran Church, 674 Johnson Parkway, St. Paul, MN 55106-4799 
(2 blocks S of Minnehaha ~ 1 mile W of White Bear Avenue) 
(651) 774-2396 www.oursaviourslutheran.org 

  

Saturday October 5, 2019 
8:45 AM registration and breakfast 

9:30-11:30 AM rally 
(Registration $7—breakfast and program) 

 

A CHANCE, A HOPE, A PROMISE 
Speaker: Evelyn Seton, President of Chance International Outreach. Chance 

International Outreach rescues young girls and their babies by providing a stable and safe 
environment for them that allows them to obtain a basic education, learn basic computer 
skills, as well as getting training in culinary arts, cosmetology, and sewing. 

Join us for a morning of: Food, fellowship, singing, speaker, Bible study, convention re-cap, LWML 
news. Plan to attend?—please notify Sandy (presnesuburbanz@mnslwml.org) or Beth 
(presstpaulmetroz@mnslwml.org or 651.631.8956). 

Gifts from the Heart: Food shelf items, paper products,  

cleaning supplies, feminine hygiene items, personal care items 

Please join us on September 3, 1:00 PM... 
...for a Women of Mount Olive (LWML) meeting in Room 1115. We haven’t had a meeting since April so 
we hope you can join us. Our Fall Event will be coming up on October 12 so plan ahead. Many 
volunteers are needed as well as baked or canned items closer to the event.  

See below about our area LWML Fall Rally and keep in mind Mount Olive will be in charge of the Spring 
board meeting and Rally.  

For the September meeting, please bring hors d'oeuvre for 12 people to share. Also, give these areas 
for the Spring Rally consideration before we meet: officers, dates, cards, hosting. Bring your Bible and 
your ideas and concerns. Pick up the Summer Quarterly and join us on September 3 at 1:00 PM. 

mailto:presnesuburbanz@mnslwml.org
mailto:presstpaulmetroz@mnslwml.org
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Elementary & Junior Youth 

By Carol Kietzman  

Sunday School and Bible Study   
Nursery through Adults 
 

September 15 at 9:15 AM Education Hour Begins 
 

Join us as we follow the Israelites on their journey into the 

Promised Land.  
  

Our BIG PICTURE QUESTION is: How can we glorify God?  

We can glorify God by loving Him and obeying Him. 

PreK through Grade 4: 

Please sign your children in at the Sunday School Desk near Door A (the upper parking lot.) 

Grades 1-4: meet in the Family Center 

PreK—Kindergarten: ages 3-Kindergarten meet in Room 209 near the Family Center. 
 

Nursery ages 0-3: meet in the Nursery. 

Even our youngest kids will have the opportunity to hear the Sunday School lesson and 

engage in the age appropriate activities! 
 

Middle School Grades 5-6: Meet in the Junior Youth Room. 

Grades 7-8: Choose the Middle School group or the Senior Youth Group. 

Senior Youth Grades 7-12:  Meet in the Senior Youth Room. 

Adults:  Meet in room 1115 
 

We are continuing our journey through the Scriptures using The Gospel Project. It is a 

great curriculum that will help us all understand that “the Bible is not a collection of stories, 
it is one story, the story of God’s plan of redemption 
through Jesus Christ.”  And the best part is that all 

the kids, from Nursery through Senior Youth, will be 

studying the same lessons. What a great opportunity 

for you as parents to be able to discuss the lessons 

further as a family! 

Mark your calendars for Rally Sunday 

September 8 
 

Indoor Worship: 8:00 AM 

Ministry Fair: 9:00 AM 

Outdoor Worship: 10:30 AM 

Picnic Lunch: 11:30 AM    Chicken will be provided 

Please bring a lawn chair and a dish to share:   

(Families) A-M Salad   N-Z Dessert 
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For more information 

please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Youth and Family:  

Sunday School  

Confirmation 

763-421-7156 x107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

It's been a busy summer for our Senior Youth: serving God through Vacation Bible 
School, jobs, music and sports, the National Youth Gathering, Spolk Folk, vacations, 
serving the community, sleeping in late, summer camps, and late-night bonfires.   

But we're ready and excited for a new school year TOGETHER! The adult and youth 
leaders have been busy planning for our 9th-12th grade youth and their friends! 
Here's what's happening this September: 

September 11:  6:30-8:00 PM - Open House Bonfire, upper church parking lot for 
Senior Youth.  

 Parents need to Update forms (Parents: we need your signature 
and any updated health information.) Youth can stop in for a few 
minutes or stay the whole time! 

September 15:  9:15-10:15 AM - Breakfast and first Bible Study 

September 18:  6:30-8:00 PM - TOGETHER: We are Mount Olive Senior Youth 
(Have you noticed a theme throughout this email?) We'll dig deeper 
into what God says about who we are as Christian teens 
TOGETHER  

September 25:  6:30-8:00 PM - First Deep Group Meeting 

We can't wait to see you and to meet TOGETHER this fall!   
Contact Penny Walsh penandtony@gmail.com with any questions. 

Senior Youth  
Penny Walsh 

Confirmation at Mount Olive begins 

in the fall of 5th grade.  

 For those who didn’t start in  

5th grade, there is an opportunity to 

“catch up” and stay with your 

current grade. 

Please contact Carol Kietzman for information about our Confirmation program  

carol@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.7156 x 107.  

Open House for all grades 5-8, Wednesday, September 11, 6:00-8:00 PM 

Park in the upper lot and come in through Door A 

Meet in the Family Center to fill out forms, copy insurance cards and pay for materials. 

Confirmation begins Wednesday, September 18, 6:30 PM in the Family Center 

mailto:penandtony@gmail.com


Upcoming Events 

September 1: Worship Sunday - 8:00 AM & 9:30 AM 
 (No Saturday Worship: August 31)  

September 8: Rally Sunday (Worship Saturday: 5:30 PM; Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30 AM) 

September 15: Education Hour  
 with Sunday School Begins 

September 15: Backpack Blessing  
 (10:30 AM) 

September 20: Manna Market 

September 23: Red Cross Bloodmobile 

September 23: Exhale: Women’s Ministry 

September 30 - October 4:  
 Meals on Wheels  

October 5: Oktoberfest: Men’s Ministry 

October 12: Mount Olive Fall Event - Artisan Craft Fair & Bake Sale 

Saturday Night Service           5:30 PM 

(contemporary service) 
 

Sunday Worship Services:  

      Classic Grace:                    8:00 AM 

                              (traditional service) 

      Living Praise:                     9:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

      Living Praise:                  10:30  AM 

            (contemporary service) 

 

 

700 Western St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

Phone: 763.421.3223 

Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 

Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  


