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SERIES: Prince of Peace 
“Everlasting Father” 

 
Video 
If you have been with us these past two weeks, you know that God couldn’t wait to tell people about 
the coming of Christmas. So 700 years beforehand, 2,700 years ago now, God foretold the Christmas 
story by choosing a prophet named Isaiah to tell the world about an amazing baby who would be born 
the prince of peace. The learning continues this morning with the words of Isaiah’s prophecy. 
 
Two weeks ago we’ve covered why He is called a Wonderful Counselor. Last week we covered why 
He is called “Mighty God.” So this week we’ll cover why He is called, “Everlasting Father.”  
 
Isaiah 7-12 is called, “the Book of Immanuel.”   
 
It talks about the coming of Immanuel, God with us. In 7:14 it says that he will be born of a virgin. In 
11:1 it predicts that he will be from the house of Jesse. 11:2 says that God’s Spirit will be upon Him.  
 
(Slide) Isaiah says in 9:6,  
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,    Prince of Peace. 
 
(Slide) “And he will be called, ‘Everlasting Father.’” Which is really intriguing. Of all the titles given to 
the Christ-child, this one probably raises the most questions. (Slide) After all, how can a child be a 
father? 
 
And how can a newborn be so old as to be called everlasting? 
 
(Slide) 
Answer to question 1 – He’s going to grow up.  
Answer to question 2 – He had an existence long before He came to earth. 
 
For those of you who want just a few more facts our Hebrew words for this week are, (Slide) 
Everlasting Father = Abi-`ad 
 
It’s actually a hyphenated word and it means pretty much what you imagine it means.  
“Abi” = “Father.” `ad = everlasting Or, eternal, or “unceasing in duration. 
 
The child born in Bethlehem will be recognized as eternal – He had no beginning, He has no end. He 
existed before He came to earth, and He will exist forever. Everlasting Father. 
 
What did God have in mind when He gave Him this title? What did He want us to imagine when He 
announced this 700 years before it happened? Better yet, what difference does that make to me? 
 
Want my honest answer? From a technical standpoint, I don’t know for sure. But here’s my best 
understanding. People were living in shaky times, so they wanted something they could cling to. (Is 
that you?) And people in shaky times want someone they can depend on – a father-figure, if you will. 
So God promised them both in His son. 
 
He said first, “The One who’s coming is everlasting.” In other words, “He’s eternal. He’s always 
existed and always will.”  
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One time some religious leaders questions Jesus on a number of counts. They questioned his 
authority, they questioned his origin, they questioned his motives. It was a fairly ugly conversation. So 
finally, Jesus tries to lighten up the conversation by saying, “Guys, lighten up. Just be happy that I’m 
here!” 
 
He says, after all, Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was 
glad.” – John 8:56 
 
See what He’s saying there? “I knew all about Abraham. In fact, I knew Abraham.” 
 
Well, these guys pick right up on that and say, “Hold on!” “you are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews 
said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” – John 8:57 
 
Jesus said to them, Truly, truly I say to you, before Abraham was, I am!” – John 8:58 
 
To understand this statement, you have to know that “I am” is the name that God used to reveal 
himself to Moses. It’s an amazing title, if you think about it – tailor-fit for God. Because when you try to 
describe God, the most accurate statement you can make about Him is, “He is.” He exists fully, 
everywhere, at all times. He always has, always will be, is today, full existence.” He is. 
 
So in this statement, when Jesus says, “I am, “ He is saying, “I am not only older than Abraham, I 
have existed forever, because I am God.” 
 
He is eternal. He has always existed, and always will exist. He’s everlasting father. – Father forever. 
 
The second part of the phrase is “father.” 
 
His Son was born a child, yes. But look what happened when Jesus grew up: He cared for people. 
Like a father does. 
 
He nurtured sick people back to health. Like a father does. 
 
He prayed for people. Like a father does. 
 
He was there for people. He was strong and dependable, like a father. 
 
Fathers, if they are to be anything in the lives of their children, ought to do certain things and hold 
certain places in their lives.  
 
For instance, fathers ought to believe in their children. Study the life of Jesus, and you’ll find someone 
who believed in people. 
 
Fathers ought to be firm, but loving. Which is how Jesus handled people. 
 
Fathers ought to provide a place out of which their children can derive an identity. So they can say, 
“I’m a Smith, and I come from a long line of Smiths. We know who we are.” 
Jesus did that. For 2 millennia, followers of His have been saying, “I’m a Christian, and I am 
historically linked to generations of Christians all the way back to Christ.” 
 
Fathers ought to be thinking about and planning for their children’s future. In John 14:1, Jesus said, “I 
am going to prepare a place for you.” – He was thinking about His kids’ future. 
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Look at the manger during this holy season. See the child? He’s tender. He’s parental. He’s a fatherly 
towards His children, and He always will be. 
 
Last week, we discovered that the phrase just before “Everlasting Father,” means, “Strong, strong 
God.” At the end of the message, a number of us put our hands in our laps and then opened them to 
God and said, “God, here’s the stuff that’s troubling me.” 
Last week, some of you handed your burdens to God. And that felt good. You know what the next 
move is? To let Him wrap His fatherly arms around you and just hold you for a minute. 
 
Listen to these words, friends. 
 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem…, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings… 
 
Close your eyes for a second. Just relax. Nobody in the room is watching, so just take a minute to 
build a little hallway in your heart. Now, in your mind’s eye, imagine yourself handing Jesus all the 
stuff that’s troubling you.  
 
Now, take a deep breath, and imagine Him right now, wrapping His fatherly arms around you. Maybe 
you can even let your shoulders heave a few sighs of relief. 
 
Jesus, thank you for being a father forever to us. May your tenderness overwhelm these people in 
new ways this Christmas season. Because that’s part of the promise Your Father made to us 2,700 
years ago. 
 
Amen. 
 


