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SERIES: “Prince of Peace” 
Week 1 – “Wonderful Counselor” – Isaiah 9:6 

 
Well, I don’t really understand it friends. But every year about this time, I start getting the urge to 
experience certain things again.  
 
- I want to change the pace and pattern of my life. 
- I want to be with family and friends. 
- I want to watch some movies of the season.  
- I want to drink hot chocolate or hot apple cider and eat good food and think about good memories 

and dream about happy times to come. 
- But above all I want to feel close to God. 
 
And I don’t think it’s just me who feels these things this time of year. I think we all do, don’t we? I think 
that somewhere inside of us is this thing that wants hope and warmth and security. I think it’s part of 
the human condition and triggered by the changing of the seasons. And more than anything during 
this series, I want to help us all get a little closer to that hope and warmth and security. 
 
I don’t know any better way for that to happen than for us to look, piece by piece, at the gift God 
brought to earth when He delivered His Son from the womb of a woman in a stable of Bethlehem. 
Because imagine friends: Imagine if you would really understand who God wants to be in your life. 
Imagine how that would change you: give you clarity, and courage, and understanding, and hope. 
 
On a side note, I think those are things people everywhere have always wanted. I think that’s why 
God couldn’t wait to write down the text of Isaiah 9:6 so many years ago. I think He couldn’t wait to 
tell folks about how wonderful His Son would be to them when He finally came to earth.  
 
So instead of just announcing it a day or two beforehand, 700 years before Jesus was born, God 
chose a prophet, a man very near and dear to Him, and said, “Isaiah, write this down and tell people 
about it. Here’s what My Son is going to be like: he’s going to be a wonderful counselor, a mighty 
God, an everlasting Father, and a prince of peace to you all.”  
 
Because so many people needed clarity and courage and understanding and hope, God began 
announcing the news about His Son 700 years before He ever arrived. How’s that for excitement? 
 
So let me read that key verse from our first reading again: (Slide) 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be on his shoulders, 
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. – Isaiah 9:6 
 
Some people who wonder how the Bible can be true, read this passage, and when they learn that it 
was written 700 years before Jesus was born, and that the Israeli government has a copy of it on 
display in Tel Aviv from 100 years before Jesus was born and they say, “You mean the Bible spelled 
out 700 years ahead of time that a child would be born who would be called the God’s Son and bear 
the responsibility of governing mankind?” And then they find out that (Slide) The O.T. contains more 
than 300 other prophecies about Christ that are fulfilled in the N.T., and most of them are far 
more explicit than this one, often they switch their reasoning from, “How could the Bible be true?” to, 
“How could the Bible not be true? Only God could be this accurate so far in advance.” 
 
“And he will be called ‘Wonderful Counselor.” I want to talk through just that first name today in the 
hopes that you will never again look at a manager scene without appreciating the wonder of the 
person who was in it. 
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Isaiah, of course, didn’t write down this prophecy in English, it was in Hebrew. And in Hebrew, 
“Wonderful Counselor” is… Pele’ yo’hetz = Wonderful Counselor 
 
(Slide) “Pele” means wonderful, but it goes beyond that. It’s used dozens of times throughout the O.T. 
and it tends mean “wonderful” in the sense of, “a cut above,” or “better than anyone else could expect 
to do.” Because it usually describes something so great only God can do it, almost all the Bible’s 
references to pele are referring to God. Job uses the word when he says that God,  …performs 
wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that cannot be counted. – Job 9:10. David says 
about God, …you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God. And that word 
“marvelous” is pele. 
 
 “Yo’hetz” means counselor, but in our day and age, when we think of a counselor, we usually picture 
someone sitting across the room asking us things like, “So, how did you feel about that?” and “Tell me 
more about your family growing up,” and then taking notes on us. Up until about 100 years ago, when 
the modern science of psychology was developed and Sigmund Freud went out and got his patients a 
couch, counseling was a far different trade than it is today. 
 
Counselors weren’t therapists, they were strategists. They gave people they were counseling advice 
about how to run a war, or win a political campaign, or organize a new business venture. Counselors 
didn’t listen to your inner child, they gave advise to a king or other person of importance about the 
best course to take given whatever circumstances they were facing. 
 
So (Slide) “Yo’hetz” = to give advice, to guide. 
 
In Luke 19, Jesus set up a lunch appointment with a crusty, financially-driven businessman named 
Zacchaeus. During the lunch He helped Zacchaeus see what that type of drive was doing to the 
people around him. His counsel changed the course of Zacchaeus’ whole life. It was a cut above. It 
was better than Zacchaeus could have expected from anyone else. 
 
In my early years, when I wasn’t as close to God, I wasn’t experiencing God’s input or guidance in my 
life. But since the day that I invited Christ to play a leadership role in my life, He has been a wonderful 
counselor to me. His guidance in my life has been a cut above. It’s been better than I could have 
expected from anyone else. 
 

● He’s counseled me about my marriage and how I treat my wife. 
● He’s counseled me about my mouth and the words I let come out of it.  
● He’s counseled me about my mind and the things I let play in it.  
● He counsels me daily about the handling of my personal life, the way I raised my child, how 

I’m leading the church.  
 
A few years into Jesus’ ministry, Luke describes a time when Jesus restored a man’s life who had 
been tormented by demons for a long period of time. Afterwards, as the man’s mind is clearing and 
he’s realizing what has happened to him, the Bible says, The man from whom the demons had 
gone out begged to go with him… - Luke 8:38. 
 
Now, that’s understandable, isn’t it? Here’s a guy whose whole life has just turned around. He’s 
grateful, and he wants to soak up all he can from Jesus. So he begs Jesus, “Please let me go with 
you. I’ll carry your bags, I’ll shine your shoes. I just want to be near you so I can testify to everyone 
that you’ve changed my life.” 
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What would a normal teacher do in a situation like that? I think a normal teacher would immediately 
start thinking of all the additional things he could teach the student, and how helpful he could be to 
him. And conversely, how helpful it would be to have another bag-toter along to help do set-up and 
tear-down.  
 
So most teachers would say, “Of course you can stay with me. In fact, that would probably be the best 
place for you to be right now.” 
 
But Jesus doesn’t say that. Instead, the text says …but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return 
home and tell how much God has done for you.” – Luke 8:39 Translated, “While I applaud your 
desire to learn more, and appreciate your desire to help me, friend, you have been away from your 
family a long, long time, and they need you, and you need them. So go home. Instead of lightening 
my load, lighten theirs. And instead of telling people you don’t know about me, tell people you do 
know.” And the text completes the story by saying, So the man went away and told all over town 
how much Jesus had done for him.” – Luke 8:39 
 
700 years before this ever happened, God peered forward in history and said, “My Son is going to be 
a counselor like no one has ever seen before. He is going to do things so well and so unexpectedly. 
I’ve got to tell people about this so they can anticipate, and watch when it happens, and celebrate it 
after the fact.” 
 
And friends, that brings us to what we’re doing. We’re getting ready to celebrate. My hope is that two 
things will happen for you as a result of coming this morning. One is that, for the next 24 days, you 
won’t look at a manger the way you did before. I hope that every time you see a manger you’ll think 
not just about a little baby, but a God, growing up to be a wonderful counselor. Maybe while you’re 
thinking about it, you can just pause and say, “Jesus, thank you for being a wonderful counselor.” 
 
The second thing I’m hoping will happen for you is that, every day from now until Christmas, you will 
seek out the counsel of Jesus. If you’ve never read his life story, you’ll start today with the Christmas 
story, and you’ll find out what he has to say to people. 
 
Or, if you already have a relationship with Him, you’ll seek His counsel every day. – Every morning 
when you get up, every time you face a decision or a challenge. Throughout your day you’ll say, 
“Jesus, counsel me on this.” “Jesus, give me your perspective, give me your advice. Direct me. Give 
me counsel on this.” 
 
I pray the next 4 weeks will help you grow closer to Jesus: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace. Amen. 
 


