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When I was growing up in the 60’s and 70’s, 
going to church was a way of life. Over 70% 
of church members regularly attended 
church. Now that number has dropped to 
under 40%. It has dropped even further in 
the recent pandemic. What’s the 
difference? There’s more to do? We’re 
busier today? It’s more convenient to watch 
online? 

Many of those reasons just become excuses 
for us. The fact remains that we believe and 
teach the importance of regularly attending 
church. But, why is it important? 

The Bible tells us we need to attend church 
so we can worship God with other believers 
and be taught His Word for our spiritual 
growth. The early church “devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer” (Acts 2:42). We should follow that 
example of devotion—and to the same 
things. Back then, they had no designated 
church building, but “every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts” (Acts 2:46). Wherever the meeting 
takes place, believers thrive on fellowship 
with other believers and the teaching of 
God’s Word. 

Church attendance is not just a “good 
suggestion”; it is God’s will for believers. 
Hebrews 10:25 says we should “not neglect 
meeting together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.” Even in the early church, some were 
falling into the bad habit of not 
meeting with other believers. 
The author of Hebrews says 
that’s not the way to go. We 
need the encouragement that 
church attendance affords. And 
the approach of the end times 
should prompt us to be even 
more devoted to going to 
church. 

Church is the place where believers can love 
one another (1 John 4:12), encourage one 
another (Hebrews 3:13), “spur” one another 
to love and good works (Hebrews 10:24), 
serve one another (Galatians 5:13), instruct 
one another (Romans 15:14),  honor one 
another (Romans 12:10), and be kind and 
compassionate to one another  
(Ephesians 4:32). 

When a person trusts Jesus Christ for 
salvation, he or she is made a member of 
the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27). For 
a church body to function properly, all of its 
“body parts” need to be present and 
working (1 Corinthians 12:14–20). It’s not 
enough to just attend a church; we should 
be involved in some type of ministry to 
others, using the spiritual gifts God has 
given us (Ephesians 4:11–13). A believer will 
never reach full spiritual maturity without 
having that outlet for his gifts, and we all 
need the assistance and encouragement of 
other believers (1 Corinthians 12:21–26). 

For these reasons and more, church 
attendance, participation, and fellowship 
should be regular aspects of a believer's life. 
Weekly church attendance is in no sense 
“required” for believers, but someone who 
belongs to Christ should have a desire to 
worship God, receive His Word, and 
fellowship with other believers. 

Jesus is the Cornerstone of the Church  
(1 Peter 2:6), and we are “like living stones . 
. . being built into a spiritual house to be a 
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ”  
(1 Peter 2:5). As the building materials of 

God’s “spiritual house,” we 
naturally have a connection with 
one another, and that connection is 
evident every time the Church 
“goes to church.” See you in 
church! 

In Jesus, 

- Pastor Jon 
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Sermon Series 

October 1/2 
Building Community:  
Accept One Another 
Colossians 3:12-17 

October 8/9 
LWML Weekend: For Us and With Us  
Romans 8:31-39 

October 15/16 
What in a Name? 
Genesis 32:22-30; Luke 18:1-8 

October 22/23 
Under Fire: God’s Grace is with Us 
Exodus 4:1-12; Luke 12:8-12 

October 29/30 
Under Fire: Luther: Refined by Jesus 
Romans 3:21-26; Luke 8:31-36  

Newsletter Survey: Thank you for 
returning the survey that was 
enclosed in the September 
newsletter. If we didn’t hear from 
you, we assume you will access the 
newsletter online, but please let us 
know if you would like to receive it a 
different way. 

Thank You! 
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DID YOU KNOW?! 
Any female that belongs to the Lutheran Church in the Missouri Synod is a member of the LWML (Lutheran Women 
in Mission League) group. Please join us on LWML weekend on October 8/9 and learn more. We will have our 
fundraiser items available: 

• Rada Cutlery  

• Christian Greeting Cards  

The funds from these fundraisers help us to meet our mission goals and also gives us funds to help with some social 
events. 

October 10: LWML Meeting at 7:00 PM 

November 14: Join us for a Christmas craft night. Watch for a sign-up sheet for planning purposes. 

December 6: LWML Christmas Service. It will include a program, singing, treats and socializing. Put it on you 
calendar as a good way to start off the Christmas season! 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

• WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES • 
 

Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our Women's Bible study is supporting each other in our quest for a closer 
relationship with our Lord and Savior. We are exploring Heidi Goehmann's new Bible study on community and the Book of 
Colossians. We meet online on Zoom or simply on a group phone call from 6:00 - 7:00 AM. We would love to have you join 
us, contact Paulette Lenz at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

 

Exploration & Discovery Bible Study -  Wednesday Edition: This group has completed the Lutheran Hour Study—The Great 
Deceiver (about Satan). The study happened to correspond with two of the Being Challenge topics: Solitude and Prayer. 
There also was a supplemental look at angels, both fallen and unfallen. We viewed a YouTube video in which Satan talked 
about all he has done and is doing. He recognizes his downfall is coming, but he is going to take as many humans with him 
as he can. He was ecstatic over the new idols people are using to break their relationship with good. He referred to the new 
idols as “screen time.” Video games, smart phones, TV, anything with a screen is now destroying relationships between 
people and God. Technology appears to have become his biggest ally. Jim Rootes is the facilitator of this study. 

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: This group will meet on Thursdays from 6:30-8:30 PM. Please contact Janet Orrick 
(763.323.0939) if you are interested. 

• SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY • 

Exploration & Discovery Bible Study: This group meets each Sunday at 9:00 AM in the Meeting Room. The topic is “Stuff They 
Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School.” We are in Genesis and have looked at the “fall,” Noah’s Vineyard, and started looking 
at Abraham. Noah’s Vineyard actually ended up a study of the ark. The specifications, construction, and function of the ark 
is actually a description of our salvation through Jesus Christ. God’s design and plan, live saving blood (pitch), three decks 
with “many rooms” and one door in (I am the way). Jim Rootes is the facilitator of this study.  

LWML 

LWML WEEKEND  — October 8/9 

Celebrate with Lutheran Women in Mission 
A special worship service is planned for Saturday, October 8, and Sunday, October 9, to 

celebrate all that God has done through the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML). The 

power of God is evident in the dimes, quarters, and dollars you put in your Mite Box, and we 

celebrate this every LWML Sunday. Thank you! Our new LWML Mission Statement reads — “As 

Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to 

honor God by serving others.” The Holy Spirit has been doing this for 80 years through the LWML!  

mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
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Wednesdays - 5:30-6:15 PM 
Our meal is served by drive thru or a sit down meal in Cana Hall. 

The meal is available for anyone including those who volunteer. 

Thank you for being a blessing the past month with gifts and or 

time serving: Len Ackermann, Jan, Paulette, Connie, Elizabeth, 

Jean, Anna, Brad, Ann, Jeff, Charles, Carol, Brenda, Jace, Callie, 

Juel, Catie, Ivy, Jordana, Andres, Nancy, Brenda, Terri, Todd, Kelly, 

Karen, Sharon and more!  

Volunteer sign up (4-6 people each Wednesday from 4:00–7:00 PM) 

• Biggest need is from 5:00-6:00 PM 

• If you, your family or group would like to serve one Wednesday, please text or email us with the week 

that works for you: Jerusha (763.280.3047 / email rua_76@hotmail.com), Ann (763.370.2248 / email 

buckmaik@gmail.com) 

 

All volunteers are welcome! 
Please join us in praying for all of the people that receive a meal and all of those 

that are called to support this ministry in prayer, service or gifts. God is so good! 

DRIVE THRU MIDWEEK MEALS 

As Christ loves us, we should love 

others being faithful disciples of 

our Lord and Savior!  

                        Here are 10 creative random acts of kindness ideas to help  

                   Christians share the love of Jesus in simple yet unexpected ways: 

1. Leave an encouraging note on a car windshield in the parking lot 

2. Pay the bill for the family with young kids at the restaurant 

3. Donate blood 

4. Hand out water bottles to people working outside on a hot day 

5. Tape coins onto a vending machine to bless the next person 

6. Put your phone away 

7. Say, “This made me think of you” 

8. Let someone go ahead of you in line 

9. Return your shopping cart 

10. Buy school supplies for a teacher 

Share your experience on our Facebook Page with the hashtag #mtolivetakeaction 

mailto:rua_76@hotmail.com
mailto:buckmaik@gmail.com
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD AND THRIVENT 
  

If you are a Thrivent member you are eligible (with some policies) 
to receive two $250 grants during a year!  The Frederickson’s 
have used one of their grants for Operation Christmas Child - 
$250 for supplies or postage – whatever will help to fill mission 
shoeboxes.   
  
Recently Anne became aware that her husband Bruce, who 
doesn’t have a policy, can become an associate member. They 
paid $19.95 and he can get one $250 grant for the year!  What a 
wonderful grant for a little price.  The Frederickson’s will be using 
their grants to have a family shoebox packing party at our home! 
  
You can apply online at Thrivent or call 1-800-847-4836.  
 
When you fill an OCC shoebox it doesn’t affect the church budget – this is a mission project and uses no church 
money to fund it. It’s just another form of Christian generosity.   
 
For any questions, please contact the church office at 763.421.3223. 
 

OCC Drop off week: November 14-21 - watch your bulletin or drop-off location near you. 
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 What an awesome start to the new school year! The 

preschool is offering six classes this year; there are still a 

few openings in some of the classes. 

Pastor Jon led Chapel the first week of school. He taught 

the children about God’s love and how God is with them 

ALWAYS. He then said a blessing over their backpacks. 

Each child received a “Blessed Backpack” tag with a 

Bible verse. 

MOUNT OLIVE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 

Please keep the following young adults in prayer this month and stop to sign 

a card for each of them on Sunday, October 2.  

 

Lucy Martini Mackenzie Dupont 

Christian Eggington Ian Mugglin 

Courtney King Von Mende Lindsay Smitsdorff 

Dalton Neuville 

 

Prayer of Encouragement for our Young Adults: 

Lord, I lift __________ up to you today as they go about their day. Please 

reveal yourself to them in a new way and remind them of your presence in 

their life. Help them to rely on your Holy Spirit for guidance and direction as 

they face the challenges of this new day. Encourage them with joy in trying 

situations and comfort them when they are discouraged. Grow and stretch 

them in a new way Lord and pour out your grace and mercy over them 

when they fall short. Develop in them an identity founded in Christ so that 

they would become grounded in who you say they are. Confirm in their 

heart that you are their Father and lavish your unending love on them today. 

Amen. 

YOUNG ADULT 
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FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

HAPPY OCTOBER! 
This is not a trick, you should treat yourself to something spooky 
(but fun), sweet, or pumpkin-flavored this month! You deserve it!  

WHAT WE ARE TEACHING: 

HEAR ME ROAR:  

A 5-WEEK SERIES FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT ON DANIEL 

SERIES OVERVIEW:  There’s a reason lions are symbols of courage - 

even their roars (which can be heard up to five miles away) tell us how 

strong they are! And because of God’s promises, we can be 

as strong and bold as lions, too. In this five-week series, kids 

will learn important truths from the life of Daniel they’ll want to 

shout (or roar!), like how we don’t have to give up and don’t 

have to feel alone. Instead, we can keep learning and not 

be afraid, even when we don’t know the future. Why? 

Because God is with us! 

What a wonderful emoji-filled Family Sunday School kickoff 
with food, fun and gaga ball! 

Remember: God comforts 
you when you feel sad. 
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October 1:  LWML Rally 

October 8/9:  LWML Weekend 

October 10:  LWML Meeting 7:00 PM 

October 15:  Fall Outdoor Cleanup 

November 14:  LWML Craft Night 6:30 PM 

November 14-21:  Operation Child Drop-Off - Locations will be 

listed in your bulletin 

 

Onsite Worship Hours: 
Saturday:  5:30 PM 
Sunday:   8:00 AM (Traditional) 

   9:00 AM Education Hour 
 10:30 AM (Contemporary) 

 

Online Worship:  
Tune-in to our Live Services 
Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 
Youtube: (search Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42AD
WJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 

 
Facebook: (search for Mount Olive Anoka) 

https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-
117305858314602/ 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

