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November is the month we generally put 
aside to give thanks. Later this month we will 
be celebrating a national day of 
Thanksgiving. Living in a nation like ours, 
even with its challenges and struggles, it is 
important to recognize how blessed we are! 

It certainly should be a hallmark of 
Christianity: gratitude, giving thanks, 
showing appreciation for all that we have 
and the wonderful world God gave us. 
Gratitude journals and lists are all the rage in 
popular culture, but how often do we plan 
expressing gratitude or thankfulness as an 
activity of the church?  

We just came out of a month here at Mount 
Olive where many expressed their 
appreciation for the ministry of Pastor Bill 
and myself. We so much appreciate your 
generosity and gratitude through 
conversation, cards and gifts. We thank you! 

But, I would also like to thank the rest of our 
staff here at Mount Olive. We may be 
smaller than desired on the church side, but 
I challenge you to find a group that works 
harder. They work with Jesus in their hearts: 
Todd & Denny work hard at keeping our 
building clean and in working order; Gwen 
plays so beautifully on her instruments, and 
diligently keeps our worship team supplied 
and on task; Brenda does a much needed job 
of reminding me of details, and taking as 
much as she can off my plate; Monica works 
to count and justify all our numbers and 
keep our bills up to date; Jerusha puts in 
many hours to prepare her lessons and 
activities for our Sunday School families, and 
visioning for the future of children’s and 
family ministry; Tana and Cari administrate 
our preschool and all of our teachers and 
staff go above and beyond to 
prepare their activities, and bring 
love and care to our preschool 
children each and every day; and 
Amy works hard at updating our 
forms and processes, website and 

social media. I love you all and I certainly 
COULD NOT do this without you. My 
heartfelt thanks to all of you. 

And to our volunteers: we certainly could 
not do so many things without your faithful 
service and loving dedication. Our Welcome 
Desk volunteers during the week and on 
Sundays; our Bible class teachers and 
ministry leaders; our leaders and helpers in 
children’s ministry (Sunday School and 
Vacation Bible School), confirmation and Sr. 
Youth; our greeters, ushers, worship techs, 
coffee shop team, Praise Team musicians 
and vocalists and our acolyte Marna; our 
church leaders on the Commission of Elders 
and Mission and Ministry Council; the Board 
of Trustees and their many volunteers who 
fix and beautify our building and grounds; 
our tellers, Midweek meal cooks and 
volunteers, and our Human Needs team; and 
our Quilters, Funeral Ministry team and 
Women of Mount Olive. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you! 

Gratitude is an amazing lens through which 
to view the world. When we focus on our 
blessings, we tend to be happier. When we 
realize how much we possess, we tend to be 
more thoughtful of those who have less. 
When we talk about the good together, we 
tend to appreciate each other more. 

Being grateful is really about being more 
mindful of the abundance in our lives and 
how we can share it with others. This 
November, engage in gratitude.  

And please join us for Thanksgiving Eve 
worship on Wednesday, November 23 at 
6:30 PM. Based on the story of Jesus 
cleansing ten lepers in Luke 17 we will ask 
the question, 

What If I Forgot To Say  
“Thank You?” 
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Sermon Series 

 
November 5/6 
God’s Grace Is for Us 
Genesis 50:14-20; John 1:14-18 

November 12/13 
God’s Grace Sustains Us 
2 Corinthians 12:1-10; John 15:1-8 

November 19/20 
God’s Grace Gives Us Peace 
Genesis 18:9-14; John 16:25-33 

 

ADVENT SERIES: 

November 26/27 
Prophets: Preparation & Expectation 
Psalm 51:1-12; Matthew 3:1-12 

December 3/4 
Angels: Proclamation 
James 3:13-18; Luke 2:8-14 

December 10/11 
Shepherds: Hope and Joy 
Habakkuk 3:1-2, 17-19; 
Luke 2:8-12, 16-18 

December 17/18 
Magi: Adoration and Worship 
Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

December 24 
The Cast of Christmas 
Isaiah 7:10-14; Titus 2:11-14; 
Luke 2:1-20 

December 25 
Be Not Afraid 
Isaiah 52:7-10; John 14:1-14 
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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

We had a very successful weekend on October 8-9 for Women of Mount Olive and LWML. Our 

fundraiser will give us funds for our events here at Mount Olive and the mites and collections will 

help us support our designated missions. 

We look forward to seeing some of 

you at our November 14 meeting 

which will also include a Christmas 

craft. Sign up in the Welcome Area 

(so we can plan for numbers). 

Also plan ahead when you start your 

holiday baking. We will be looking for 

holiday cookies, volunteers for 

bringing cheese and crackers and 

helpers for our different committees 

for our event on Tuesday, December 6 

to help us usher in the Advent and 

Christmas season. 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

• WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES • 

Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our Women's Bible study is supporting each other in our quest for a closer 
relationship with our Lord and Savior. We are exploring Heidi Goehmann's new Bible study on community and the Book of 
Colossians. We meet online on Zoom or simply on a group phone call from 6:00 - 7:00 AM. We would love to have you join 
us, contact Paulette Lenz at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

 

Exploration & Discovery Bible Study -  Wednesday Edition: This group has completed the Lutheran Hour Study—The Great 
Deceiver (about Satan). The study happened to correspond with two of the Being Challenge topics: Solitude and Prayer. 
There also was a supplemental look at angels, both fallen and unfallen. We viewed a YouTube video in which Satan talked 
about all he has done and is doing. He recognizes his downfall is coming, but he is going to take as many humans with him 
as he can. He was ecstatic over the new idols people are using to break their relationship with good. He referred to the new 
idols as “screen time.” Video games, smart phones, TV, anything with a screen is now destroying relationships between 
people and God. Technology appears to have become his biggest ally. Jim Rootes is the facilitator of this study. 

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: This group will meet on Thursdays from 6:30-8:30 PM. Please contact Janet Orrick 
(763.323.0939) if you are interested. 

Senior Fellowship & Bible Study: Beginning November 4, this group will meet on the 1st and 3rd Fridays from 9:30-11:00 AM 
in Cana Hall. Treats and refreshments are provided (no lunch).  Questions? Contact Lynn Antoine 763.777.0412 

• SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY • 

Adult Bible Study: Studying “Living with Change” and meets each Sunday at 9:15 AM in Cana Hall, led by Pastor Jon. A new 
study will begin after Thanksgiving. 

Exploration & Discovery Bible Study: This group meets each Sunday at 9:00 AM in the Meeting Room. The topic is “Stuff They 
Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School.” We are in Genesis and have looked at the “fall,” Noah’s Vineyard, and started looking 
at Abraham. Noah’s Vineyard actually ended up a study of the ark. The specifications, construction, and function of the ark 
is actually a description of our salvation through Jesus Christ. God’s design and plan, live saving blood (pitch), three decks 
with “many rooms” and one door in (I am the way). Jim Rootes is the facilitator of this study.  

LWML 

mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
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 Welcome Inside! Midweek Meals officially returns 

inside on November 2 and is available every 

Wednesday year-round. We are excited to 

welcome you in for a community meal. There is no 

cost but a free will donation is accepted.   

We will have you enter Door “F”, the same door 

that drive thru meals were served. You may park in 

either church lot or at the park across the street. 

This month and every month we have so much to 

be thankful for. We are especially grateful for our 

dedicated volunteers, prayer warriors and gift 

givers: Ann, Anna, Jean, Cari, Elizabeth, Jill, 

Paulette, Connie, Jace, Callie, Juel, Jordana, 

Andres, Ivy, Guntis, Kelly, Catie, Susan, Sharon, 

Pam, Tony, Zander, Len, Jen, Jeff, Jeff, Jon, 

Charles, Brenda, Karen and those who give 

anonymously.  

 

This month our request is prayerfully consider all the time, talents and treasures God has 

blessed you with and give thanks to God by finding a way to put them to use for him. 

 

Please contact Jerusha at 763-280-3047 or by email rua_76@hotmail.com with questions, or if you’d like to volunteer or donate. 

MIDWEEK MEALS  WEDNESDAYS - 5:30-6:15 PM 

So grateful for the team of amazing volunteers who make 

Midweek meals possible every Wednesday night.  

mailto:rua_76@hotmail.com


4 

 



5 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

NATIONAL COLLECTION WEEK IS 
NOVEMBER 14-21 

Mount Olive is not a drop-off location this year.  
Our drop-off location is: 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE MASTER 
789 Northdale Boulevard NW , Coon Rapids 

DROP OFF TIMES: 
Mon., Nov. 14: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Mon., Nov. 14: 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Tues., Nov. 15: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Tues., Nov. 15: 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Wed., Nov. 16: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Wed., Nov. 16: 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Thurs., Nov. 17: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Fri., Nov. 18: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Fri., Nov. 18: 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Sat., Nov. 19: 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Sun., Nov. 20: 1:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

Mon., Nov. 21: 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM  

for other locations and times visit: 
samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/drop-off-locations/     
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The preschool held their “Family Night” October 4, 

and what a GREAT TURNOUT! Attendance was 

double from last year! The children excitedly showed 

their families their classrooms, chatted with teachers 

and friends, and traveled the building with their 

“passport”, collecting stamps at each destination!   

MOUNT OLIVE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 

SENIOR YOUTH 

Due to staffing limitations and volunteer capacity, senior youth will meet two times a month this fall/winter. Typically, 
gatherings will take place on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month. Mark your calendars and meet us in the senior 
youth room on the following dates: 

• November 9: Sr. & Jr. Youth will serve together by shopping for and assembling boxes for Operation Christmas Child! 

• November 30: Learn more about God through a Bible study night with the Western’s! 

• December 14: “Don we now our gay apparel” Bust out your ugliest Christmas sweater and join us for some cookies, 
        cocoa, games and Christmas fun!  

We will also have other fun events throughout the year. Save the date for a Wintertainment Retreat January 6-8, 2023. 
More information to come. 

Christmas Boutique 
The preschool is starting to plan their “Christmas 
Boutique”. The preschool students, along with a 
helper, will get to wander through the Christmas 
Boutique and “shop” for gifts for their family!  
We are asking for donations of NEW items for 
the boutique. The Dollar Store/dollar sections are 
a great place to find these items! Thank you so 
much for your help in making this Christmas 
Boutique a success!  

 
 Here is a list of donation ideas 
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WHAT WE ARE TEACHING: 

BEHIND THE SCENES: A 4-WEEK SERIES 

FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT ON ESTHER 

The most important part of any play is what 

happens “behind the scenes.” There’s lighting, 

wardrobe, casting, playwriting — so much has to 

happen perfectly to bring the production together! 

In the story of Esther, there is a whole lot going on 

behind the scenes, too. In this four-week series, 

kids will discover the most important character in Esther’s story isn’t always center-stage, but can often 

be found behind the scenes working, helping, giving support and giving peace. (Spoiler alert: It's 

God!) 

Children’s Christmas Program Practice: 

Wednesday, December 7 at 6:00 PM 

Children’s Christmas Program: 

Sunday, December 11 at 10:30 AM service 

Family Sunday School every Sunday 
(except Christmas and New Year’s Day)  

Please keep the following young adults in prayer this month and stop by the 

Welcome Center to sign a card for each of them on Sunday, November 6.  

 

Krista Eckert Ava Kehr 

Grace Kehr Nicole Post 

Jeffrey Wachholz Natalie Schultz 

Matthew Larson 

 

Prayer of Gratitude for our Young Adults: 

Lord God, let __________ never forget all that you do for them on a daily 

basis. Sustain them with the hope of their salvation and the other countless 

blessings you provide with your continuous presence in their life. Lead them 

to live their life in testimony to your incredible blessings, that your love may 

be known and experienced by all those they serve, in Jesus' name. Amen."  

YOUNG ADULT 



8 

 

Onsite Worship Hours: 
Saturday:  5:30 PM 
Sunday:   8:00 AM (Traditional) 

   9:15 AM Education Hour 
 10:30 AM (Contemporary) 

 

Thanksgiving Eve 
November 23, 6:30 PM 
 

Online Worship:  
Tune-in to our Live Services 
Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

www.mtolive-anoka.org 
 

Youtube: (search Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42AD
WJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 
 

Facebook: (search for Mount Olive Anoka) 

https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-
117305858314602/ 
 

QCTV: (Channel 19)  View previous week’s worship 

Sundays: 6:30 AM, 12:00 PM 
Wednesdays: 8:00 PM 

November 14:  WOMO Craft Night 6:30 PM 

November 14-21:  Operation Child Drop-Off - Locations listed in the bulletin 

November 23: Thanksgiving Eve Worship 6:30 PM 

November 28: Decorating for Christmas 10:00 AM 

December 6: WOMO Christmas Event 7:00 PM 

December 24: Christmas Eve Worship 3:00 & 5:00 PM 

December 25: Christmas Day Worship 9:00 AM 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

