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The above statement could be true for you for a number of reasons: shooting the buck 
of your dreams during this year’s deer hunting season; a special family event or 
personal achievement; or a memorable Thanksgiving dinner with your family. 

It is my prayer that you might say that phrase as a result of something that takes place 
at Mount Olive this month. I want to highlight a few things going on among the many 
activities at our church in November. 

Sermon Series - “The Kingdom of God Is Near”: Often, salvation is viewed 

like our insurance policy—we accept the gospel of Christ so we will go to heaven after 
we die. We sing songs of worship about surrendering our lives to Christ, but we fail to 
see that the Kingdom of God is bigger than just attaining salvation so we can gain 
entrance into heaven. The Kingdom of God is now—it’s all around us, and we need it 
to permeate our hearts and minds in order to affect the world for Christ. That’s what 
the gospel of the Kingdom of God is all about. 

In this four-week series titled “The Kingdom of God is Near” (which begins on  
November 3), listeners are reminded that there is a stark contrast between the 
Kingdom of God and the Kingdoms of man. Each week, the series will explore the 
steps to transforming your mind and your thoughts to reflect a “Kingdom of God” 
perspective. Instead of simply focusing on how we can make it to heaven, think about 
how God can bring heaven to dwell inside of you, for all the world to see. 

Hunter’s Worship - Wednesday, November 6, 6:30-7:00 PM in the Family 

Center. This worship service is intended for all our men, women and youth who will be 
out in the woods November 9-10. This service is for anyone who will be out of town or 
just looking for another opportunity to bring praise to God. We will be joining our 
confirmation students and youth for this time of praise and thanksgiving. 

This service is based on the Harvest Festival celebrated in the church centuries ago. 
People of God would come together to thank God for the harvest that was brought in 
from the fields. So too, we will gather to ask God for His bounty be shared with the 
hunters this year, as well as, praying for His protection and our safety in the hunt (Or 
as Pastor Randy suggested last Sunday - we should pray for him to get a big buck!!). 

NOTE: A Camp Supper will be served during our regular Midweek Meal in Cana Hall 
from 5:30-6:15 PM We hope you will join us for this new offering at Mount Olive. 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship - Wednesday, November 27, 6:30 PM: As we 

do each year, we will gather together on the Eve of our National Day of Thanksgiving, 
to bring God our praise and thanks for who He is and for what He has done for us! 

DCE Call Committee Update: We pray that in the month of November great 

progress will be made towards identifying the person God has chosen to be our DCE 
for Youth and Young Adults. 

Most recently we identified 28 men and women that fit our job description, age 
requirements and years of experience. From that group we discovered 9 who were 
interested in continuing in our Call process. We will be sending them a questionnaire 
to be followed by interviews, both video and on-campus interviews. Please continue to 
keep this process and our committee in your thoughts and prayers! 

Connecting People to Jesus, 

Pastor Jon 

“A November to Remember” 
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Compassionate Friends 
By Marcy Weight 

Members of Compassionate Friends meet monthly to offer 
Christian love, hope, strength and companionship to: 
 

 Cope with a recent diagnosis of cancer 

 Meet the daily challenges of a chronic disease or 
terminal illness 

 Encourage a neighbor, family member or friend suffering from a diagnosis of 
an acute disease 

  Offer hope to you as a survivor 

The next meeting for Compassionate Friends will meet in Room 1115 on November 11 
at 1:00 PM. This support group is open to everyone who has gone through or is going 
through an illness. Call Marcy at 763.755.6368 for more information. 

EXHALE NEWS  “We breathe in YOUR grace and exhale”  

 

 

Watch for upcoming EXHALE events scheduled soon…  
 

Contact Mary Scarborough for ideas and information 

(maryjscarborough@hotmail.com) 

… A WOMEN’S MINISTRY  

SNOWBIRDS! New Address for the Winter Months? 

 

Heading to a warmer climate during our 

cold Minnesota winter? Please contact 

Brenda Schwarz at 763.421.7156 x 103 or 

brenda@mtolive-anoka.org with your 

temporary address if you would like us to 

mail your monthly newsletter or other 

mailings to your winter address.  

Please include the date that you will be 

leaving and returning. Thank you. 
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Events at Mount Olive 

6:30 P.M. 

Wednesday 

November 6 

Family Center 

Hunting Camp Meal served 

(5:30-6:15 PM Midweek Meals) 

HUNTERS’ WORSHIP 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
Wednesday, November 27 

6:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 

O give thanks for He is good!  

 

Thursday, November 21 - 7:00 PM  

Service of the Word for Healing  
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November Sermon Series 

By Pastor Jon 

 

“But seek first His 
kingdom and His 

righteousness, and all 
these things will be 

given to you as well.” 

 

 
The Kingdom of God is Near  
(A Four Week Series: November 3 - 24) 

November 3 More than Heaven;  Romans 14:13-19 

 More than the Church Matthew 6:25-34 

November 10 Learning Kingdom Values  Colossians 1:9-14  

  John 3:1-8  

November 17 A Nation of Priests  1 Peter 2:9-12 

  Matthew 19:13-24 

November 24 Building on the Rock  1 Corinthians 2:6-13  

  Matthew 7:24-27  

Christmas Decorations 

Please help by donating $25.00 to our beautiful Christmas 

displays: 

 Fellowship Poinsettia Tree 

 Christmas Advent Wreath 

 Outside Winter Flower Pots 

 Altar Flowers 

Bring your donations to the Welcome Center labeled for 

Christmas Decorations. Thank you! 

Mothers of Babies 
Do you need a quiet, private place to 
nurse your infant? We now have a 
Mothers Room located in room 1105 
across from The Nursery. We have a 
comfortable chair, changing table etc. 
for your convenience. 
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Faith 

By Pastor Randy Stroming 
It’s beginning to look a lot like winter outside. The weather is changing and changing fast. “I don’t 
know if I’m ready for winter,” seems to be the attitude of many. But ready or not it’s coming. The 
same may be true of our society today. Things are changing and changing fast. We may not 
want it or be ready for it but like it or not it’s changing.  

The reformation celebration, October 31, is also around the corner. The heart of the reformation 
may be a good thing for us to cling to as we face these trying times. The Bible tells us that it is 
by faith that we are saved. In fact, the great cry of the Reformation is “The righteous shall live by 
faith.” The heart of the Christian life is faith. Hebrews 11:1 defines faith like this: Faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Faith assures us that what we 
hope for will happen. Faith convinces us that though we cannot see something – we know that it 
is there.  

What that means is that the promise of a right relationship with God, the promise eternal life 
comes not by our works, not by reciting a certain creed, and not by our human reason but by 
faith. Its like the song, “My hope is build on nothing less than Jesus blood and righteousness.” 

It is not because I am likeable that I can have a right relationship with God … it is not because I 
can obey all the right rules that I can have a right relationship with God and it is not because I 
have not done any horrible deed that I can have a right relationship with God. The truth is I am a 
sinner who could never be good enough or do enough … my only hope is what God might do for 
me.  

So we walk by faith day by day as the seasons change. It is that kind of faith that we need to 
help us manage life. It is that kind of faith that we can meet and know God. Without faith it is 
impossible to know God. We need true faith because it is the only way we can live above our 
circumstances rather than being trampled by our circumstances. Only faith helps us see what 
really matters. Only faith trusts God when I don’t understand what is going on. Only faith keeps 
me going when I have nothing left to give nothing else.  

1. My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness; I dare not trust the 
sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus' name. On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All 
other ground is sinking sand. 

2. When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; In every high and 
stormy gale. My anchor holds within the veil. On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All other 
ground is sinking sand. 

3. His oath, His covenant, and blood Support me in the whelming flood; When every earthly 
prop gives way, He then is all my Hope and Stay. On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All 
other ground is sinking sand. 

4. When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found, Clothed in His 
righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before the throne! On Christ, the solid Rock, I 
stand; All other ground is sinking sand. 

Blessing In Christ,  

Pastor Randy  

Sunday’s Adult Bible Study: “YOU MAKE ME CRAZY: Surviving Relationships 
God’s Way”, begins at 9:15 AM in Cana Hall – October 27 - December 1.  
This practical 6-week study discusses the following topics: 

 How to be Wise in Relationships 
 Who’s Pushing Your Buttons? 
 How to Resolve Conflict 
 Breaking Free from Abuse 
 Escaping the People-Pleaser Trap 
 Keeping the Crazy-Makers from Making You Crazy 

When relationships are strained, Thanksgiving and Christmas can be painful and 
discouraging times - perhaps this study can change that. Come prepared to learn 
practical and Spiritual ways to survive the holidays AND your everyday 
relationships - God’s way. 
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Life Bible Study Opportunities 

Sunday’s Adult Bible Study: “YOU MAKE ME CRAZY: Surviving Relationships God’s Way”, 
begins at 9:15 AM in Cana Hall, October 27 - December 1.  
 
Highlighted Verses Bible Study: This Sunday study is into its third year. It has been a study of 
individual’s highlighted Bible verses and why they were highlighted. We are now into 2 Peter and 
expect to complete this study in December. The expectation is to start a study of Romans similar to 
the In The Word Bible study. If there are any questions, contact Jim Rootes at 
farmalldork@gmail.com. 
 
Adult Gospel Project Bible Study: Meets at 9:15 AM Sunday mornings in Room 1115. We are 
continuing our journey through the Scriptures using The Gospel Project. It is a great curriculum that 
will help us all understand that “the Bible is not a collection of stories, it is one story, the story of 
God’s plan of redemption through Jesus Christ.” And the best part is that all the kids, from Nursery 
through Senior Youth, will be studying the same lessons. What a great opportunity for you as 
parents to be able to discuss the lessons further as a family! 
 
Women's Bible Study - Sisters in the Word: All women are welcome to join us on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of the month at 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM in the Conference Room in November and in 
Room 1115 for December. New Christians in 1st Century Colossae were not all that different from 
Christians today. They, too, struggled to understand who Jesus is, how Jesus alone reconciles us 
to God, and why things aren't perfect in the Church. In St. Paul's letter to these Christians he had 
never met, he doesn't say they should stop asking hard questions. He doesn't tell them to stop 
searching God's Word, to stop seeking spiritual wisdom, or to stop striving for unity within the 
Church. Instead, Paul focuses off of their questions and struggles on the Gospel of the mighty and 
mysterious God: the same God who created the universe revealed Himself among us and 
reclaimed us as His own through His Son, Jesus. Walk with author Heidi Goehmann through God's 
Word to the Colossians. Though many things will remain a mystery until we see our Savior, this six-
session Bible study will help readers discover that God fills them right now in every way, through 
the mighty and mysterious Body of Christ, the Church. Contact Karen Albu at 763-432-7652 or 
763.226.4495 (text only) or Chris Schomburg at ChrisSchomburg@gmail.com for more information.  
 
Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study meets at 6:00 AM in the Coffee Shop. Contact Jeff 
Paschke at 763.427.5539. 
 
Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study: We will be digging deeper into knowing Jesus as our 
Savior by studying the book of John. Please join us for Bible study and fellowship Wednesday 
mornings from 6:00 - 7:00 AM in Room 1115. Simply stop in or email Paulette at 
mp.lenz@gmail.com. 
 
In the Word Bible Study is now into its 15th year. The study was originally established to provide 
an opportunity for parents of confirmation students to participate in a Bible study while waiting for 
their students. The study has been open to all members on Wednesday evenings. We have 
currently completed the study of Isaiah. There are about 10 chapters remaining and should be 
completed in December. The intent is to start an in-depth study of Romans Topics in Romains will 
cover Law, Gospel, sin, God’s wrath as presented in Paul’s epistle to the Romans. Contact Jim 
Rootes at farmalldork@gmail.com. 
 
Thursday Video Matinees: November 21, 10:30 AM - 1:00 PM in the Room 1115. Once a month 
there has been a Bible study sharing individual’s DVDs that illustrate a Christ centered life. The 
images have shown how God takes care of us in a multitude of different situations, whether good or 
bad. He shows His love for each and every one of us. Contact Jim Rootes (the facilitator) at 
farmalldork@gmail.com for more specific information.  
 
First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: Meets on Thursdays from 7:00 - 8:30 PM (optional 
6:30 - 7:00 PM exercise session.) Please contact Janet Orrick (763.323.0939) if you are interested.  

Word Ministry Focus - Life + 
By Pastor Randy Stroming 

mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
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This past February we rebooted 

our Men’s Ministry here at 

Mount Olive and the response 

has been fantastic. We started 

with a wonderfully attended 

kickoff event, followed by a 

Card/Game night, March 

Madness Bracket Challenge, 

Twin’s game, Veteran’s panel, 

and we threw the biggest party 

in recent years with our 

Oktoberfest celebration. To say 

we hit the ground running 

would be an understatement.  

Our mission as a ministry is to create excitement and to give the men of our church a 

way to connect with other men in a safe and fun environment. As we grow and 

evolve as a group we will also be offering chances for the men in our congregation to 

use our many talents to serve others in our community.  

I wanted to take this chance to say Thank You for all of your support and 

participation. We look forward to the events to come and to...  

Growing To Love People To Christ Together.  

Card Champs 

Oktoberfest 
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Twins Game 
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Witness 

By Kristin Bradley 

 

Thank you so much for supporting 
this summer’s Rummage Sale.     
Because of your support, we were 
able to purchase new “Welcome” 
signs for the parking lots. The bright 
colors do “welcome” everyone even 
on dreary, cloudy days! 

The Digital Sign project is progressing and 
we hope to have the new sign installed  
before the end of November. We are very 
excited and can’t wait to start using it. 
Thank you everyone who donated to this 
project!  
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Women of Mount Olive... 
Did you know that if you are a woman with a Missouri Synod church membership, YOU are a part of 
LWML - Lutheran Women's Missionary League!! Our Mite boxes support many missions: local, state, 
national and international. Grab a Mite box, Quarterly and newsletter.  

Our next group meeting will be on Monday, November 4 at 1:00 PM. We will have a Bible study, review 
the Fall Event and discuss the Christmas Tea. 

A reminder again that it is our turn to host the Spring Zone Rally. It will be April 18, the Saturday after 
Easter. Please set aside that date so you are able to join us.  

Operation Christmas 
Child Drop-off  
At Mount Olive 

For questions contact:  
Ken Peterson 612.209.0887  

or Mary Scarborough 612.867.7783   

 
Mon, Nov. 18:  

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM  

Tue, Nov. 19:  
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM  

Wed, Nov. 20:  
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM  

Thu, Nov. 21:  
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM  

Fri, Nov. 22:  
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

Sat, Nov. 23:  
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM  

Sat, Nov. 23:  
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM  

Sun, Nov. 24:  
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM  

Mon, Nov. 25:  
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM  
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Sunday School 

Carol Kietzman  

Upcoming Events 
November 20:  Confirmation Elder Visits 

November 27:   No Youth Thanksgiving Break 

November 22-24: Senior Youth Retreat 

December 14 & 15:  Christmas Tonight! 

December 15: Children’s Christmas Event in Family Center 9:00 AM   

December 25 & January 1:  No Youth on Wednesdays 

Our Sunday School kids have been so excited to sit on our new benches! 

We have four benches that are graduated in height. 

Now we all have a great seat with room for our friends! 

Come & visit us on Sunday Mornings and see what’s happening! 

The 5th through 8th graders had a great time at Forest Springs Camp in  

October. They used the song Every Beat to study how we should love God 

with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. They raked leaves as a service to 

the camp, played games, worked through a team building challenge course, ate 

great food and ended our weekend with an amazing worship service! 

Junior Youth Junior Youth  
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For more information 

please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Jr. Youth and Family:  

Sunday School  

Confirmation 

763-421-7156 x107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Penny Walsh 

Senior Youth: 

penandtony@gmail.com 

On a typical Wednesday night in Senior Youth 35 teenagers and adults are eating, playing, 
studying God's Word, and building relationships with one another in the youth room. You might 
hear us ask, "Where's so-and-so tonight?"  And then we find out that they are at home finishing 
homework or studying for their next AP exam, at practice for Marching Band, football, tennis, 
lacrosse or soccer. They may have a game or a choir or orchestra concert. They may be 
competing in a Geography Bee or the Science Fair. And for many, they are scheduled to work at 
their part time job. 

They are busy, that's for sure. But they are learning some pretty big life lessons being active and 
involved in things outside of church. According to the NEA, (National Education Association), "Not 
only do extracurricular activities instill great values like teamwork, responsibility and a sense of 
community, they have also been proven to boost school attendance, academic success, and 
aspirations for continuing education past high school. Additionally, they are linked to healthier 
choices like avoiding drug use and maintaining a healthy body weight."  

But here's what I love the most. They are sharing their faith outside of our church walls. They are 
praying before games. They are talking about their connections at Mt. Olive. They are making 
choices and decisions that honor God. They are inviting friends from their activities to join them at 
youth, at church, on retreats and mission trips. This is truly "Living to Love People to Christ"! 

We miss them in the youth room, we reach out to them when they aren't there. And we make sure 
they know that whenever they are with us at Mount Olive - they are welcome. 

So when you see them outside of church at a game, a concert, a theater production-cheer for 
them. When you see them at their jobs, let them know how great it is that they are working. When 
you hear them talk about the extra studying for an exam, offer them prayer. And when they are 
sitting on a comfy couch in the youth room, and they've brought a friend for the night-smile at how 
God is working through them in their every day lives! 
http://parents.nea.org/keeping-kids-curious/value-extracurricular-activities/ 

Senior Youth  
Penny Walsh 

Mark your calendars for our  

Family Christmas Event:  

The Miracle of Jesus 
Sunday, December 15       9:00-10:15 AM        

Family Center 
  

The Miracle of Jesus takes moms, dads, and kids on a  
sensory-rich Christmas adventure. 

 

Families will see, hear, taste, touch, and smell the Bible-times town of Bethlehem. 

Through hands-on activities, games, stories, and more, they’ll experience firsthand 

the amazing impact of the miracles of Jesus’ birth—and life.  

Hear surprising details about Jesus from Bethlehem merchants  

such as the census taker, the wool trader and the fisherman. 

Follow the town map and visit the bakery, the spice shop and the stable. 

Pet the live animals in our stable and taste the bread from the bakery. 

http://parents.nea.org/keeping-kids-curious/value-extracurricular-activities/


Upcoming Events 

Saturday Night Service           5:30 PM 

(contemporary service) 
 

Sunday Worship Services:  

      Classic Grace:                    8:00 AM 

                              (traditional service) 

      Living Praise:                     9:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

      Living Praise:                   10:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

 

 

700 Western St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

Phone: 763.421.3223 

Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 

Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  

November 4: Women of Mount Olive Meeting 

November 6: Hunters’ Worship 

November 8 & 22: Senior Fellowship 

November 15: Manna Market 

November 18-25: Operation Christmas Child Box  

 Collection Week 

November 21: Healing Prayer Service  

November 22-24: Wilderness Senior Youth Retreat 

November 27: Thanksgiving Eve Worship, 6:30 PM 

(No Youth/Bible Study/Choir/Bells)  

November 28-29: Church Office Closed 

December 14 & 15: Christmas Tonight 


