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“Hope is Here!” 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.                     

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart,  

and you will find rest for your souls.”  Matthew 11:28-29 ESV 

We were created by God to live with a healthy cadence in life. However, far too 

many of us are living without margin in every area of our lives. We fill our 

calendars. We can’t say no. We live with a harmful drive to achieve. We have lost 

hope that it will slow down anytime soon.  

Jesus offers us such a gift in saying that he has come to give us rest. This rest is 

found in a grace that does not demand that we jump through all the hoops or 

get everything right. The rest that Jesus offers is an unmerited favor for anyone 

who comes to Him. This grace is best experienced in community. We can learn 

from Jesus as we learn from one another. When we do Church with one another, 

we lift one another up, we protect one another’s boundaries, and we carry one 

another’s burdens. 

Coming off a year-and-a-half when many churches have not been able to 

worship in person the way they would like to, or many are trying to ease back into 

a rhythm of regular in-person worship, an invitation to get back to church is such a 

powerful opportunity. The church is made up of its people. It is not about a 

building; it is about a collection of individuals who have trusted Jesus with their 

lives and choose to support one another in the journey. When we come together, 

we find hope. We find a hope that empowers us to overcome anything life can 

throw at us.  

Starting Rally Sunday this year (September 11-12), we will begin a brand-new 

series called “Hope Is Here.” I would argue that the greatest need we have in our 

lives, after the year-and-a-half we have experienced, is a sense that there is hope 

in the world. Some of us have experienced great loss during this current 

pandemic, and it has been troubling. This year-and-a-half has caused some of us 

to doubt our faith and the things we used to hold tightly. Some of us feel broken 

because of the pain in our country and in our world. Can we all just agree that we 

are in need of hope? 

There is hope, and that hope is found in the person of Jesus. We hope you can 

join us each and every week as we discover how hope is here for every one of us, 

no matter where we are in our faith journey. The themes are: 

September 11/12 “Hope for the Weary” Matthew 11:28-30 

September 18/19 “Hope for the Broken” John 8:1-11 

September 25/26 “Hope for the Underdog” 1 Samuel 17 

October 2/3 “Hope for the Doubter” John 20:24-29 

You don’t have to do this life alone. We are in this together and that gives us 

hope. 

Connecting People to Jesus, 

Pastor Jon 

Change of Worship Times 

Beginning September 19 

Saturday: 5:30 PM 

Sunday 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Pastor Jon Haakana 

763.421.7156 x 101 

jon@mtolive-anoka.org 

Sunday Sermon Series 
“Hope is Here”  

 

 

 

Saturday/Sunday  Weekly Theme & Readings 

September 11/12 Hope for the Weary   

   Galatians 6:1-10; Matthew 11:25-30  

September 18/19 Hope for the Broken  

   1 Corinthians 5:1-8; John 8:1-11 

September 25/26 Hope for the Underdog   

   1 Samuel 17:20-26, 32-37, 40-50; Ephesians 6:10-20  

October 2/3  Hope for the Doubter  

   1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:24-29  

Worship Series at Mount Olive 

COMMISSION OF ELDERS NEEDED  

Commission of Elders: The Board of Elders currently has two openings. The Elder’s 

primary responsibilities include overseeing the worship life of the congregation 

and participating as Elder of the Day six or so weekends per year. The Elders 

also assist the pastors in member care. All male members, 18 years and older 

are eligible. If you would like more information or would like to be considered 

for the position, please contact Jesse Jett. (jjsj5978@comcast.net or 

763.422.4995) 

Save the Date! 

Back to Church Weekend - Rally Sunday 

Sunday, September 12 

Worship Times: 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

Food Trucks will be available from  

9:00 AM- noon. 

Join us for the Youth Fundraiser - Run2Grace on  

Saturday, September 11 to kick off our Back to Church 

Weekend. Sign up through our website or grab a registration 

form in the Welcome Center. 

Change of Worship Times 

Beginning September 19 

Saturday: 5:30 PM 

Sunday 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jjsj5978@comcast.net
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(Jeff Schultz) 

Back to Church Sunday 

Rally Day Sunday  

Come for Worship 

8:00 & 10:00 AM 

Stay for 

Food Trucks 

9:00 AM—Noon 
 

Smokin’ Onsite 

Lil’ Dipper 

Mansetti’s 

September 12 
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Fall is upon us and activities are filling in our schedules. Join us Monday, 

September 13 for our Women of Mount Olive Guild meeting, gathering in the 

Coffee Shop area. Our refreshments will include each of us to bring a small plate 

of hors d’oeuvres and a recipe if possible. We will have a representative from The 

Dwelling Place. They are a recipient of some of our Mite funds. Plan to bring a 

friend to enlarge our group.  

We are going to plan for a Christmas Tea again this year for December 7. Round 

up those Christmas dishes. 

Thank you to the many people who have turned in forms for the Funeral 

Committee. It is greatly appreciated. 
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DRIVE-THRU/MIDWEEK MEALS 

Drive-Thru Meals will continue into the fall as 

this process has been working quite well. The 

Drive-thru/Midweek Meals team will be 

evaluating this process and how we will be moving forward in getting 

meals back inside the building. Volunteers are what makes this ministry 

function and we are always in need of your help on Wednesdays from 

4:30 - 6:30 PM. Volunteers help in meal preparation, packaging meals, 

and working our "drive-thru" line outside each week. It only takes a few 

people each week to make this process run smoothly and to be a 

blessing to those we serve. Sign up for one time or multiple, by yourself, 

with a friend, or your family!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4DADA62DA46-drive  

Your Pint could save a LIFE! 

Thursday 

September 30 

12:30 - 6:30 PM 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4DADA62DA46-drive
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 Bible Study Opportunities 

Weekly Bible Studies at Mount Olive 

Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study: We are meeting again in person on 
Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in Room 1115. Our study is "Walking with God in the 
Desert." Pastor Jon or Alex Irwin will be leading the group on a rotating basis. 
Contact Karen Albu (763.432.7652) for more information. 

Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our women's Bible study is 
still meeting and supporting each other in our quest for a closer relationship with 
our Lord and Savior. We meet online with Zoom or simply on a group phone call 
from 6:00 - 7:00 AM. We are studying, “Bless these Lips - 40 Days of Spiritual 
Renewal” by Sharla Fritz. We would love to have you join us, contact Paulette Lenz 
at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

The Word: Exploration and Discovery meets weekly on Wednesday mornings 
from 9:00 - 11:00 AM and will continue through the first week of September. This 
Wednesday morning study is progressing well. There are eleven participants; two 
non-Mt. Olive members. The study is using Lutheran Hour Ministries materials with 
other supplemental materials. Jim Rootes is the facilitator. 

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: First Place will be meeting online on 
Thursdays from 7:00 - 8:30 PM. Please contact the Welcome Desk at 
763.421.3223 if you are interested. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

Adult Bible Study begins September 19 at 9:15 AM in Cana Hall. 
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mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

Upper Parking Lot 

700 Western Street 

Anoka ~ 763.421.3223 

 

 

Race Start: 9:00 AM 
(Registration: 8:00 – 8:50 AM) 

Entry Fee: $25.00 

Kids Fun Run: 10:00 AM   
(Free 10 & under) 

For more info or to Register:  

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/news-events/run2grace-5k-run 

Saturday, September 11 

Join us for the 6th Annual Run2Grace 5k Walk/Run on Saturday, September 11 starting 
at 9:00 AM. We've moved our race weekend to coincide with Rally Sunday weekend. 

What a great way to kick off our church year together!   

Register online at https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/news-events/run2grace-5k-run or 

grab a registration form at the welcome center desk. 

All proceeds will benefit our Senior Youth attending the 2022 LCMS National Youth 

Gathering in Houston next summer! 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/news-events/run2grace-5k-run
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Cari Watkins 

Preschool 

763.421.7156 x 109 

cari@mtolive-anoka.org 

This summer has flown by so fast! Can you believe the 2021-2022 school year is 

about ready to start? A few new faces will fill the preschool halls, classrooms, 

and offices in this upcoming year. We are excited to welcome our new 

Preschool Director, Tana Seguin! Tana will also be teaching our 3-4 year 

old Tuesday/Friday half-day class.    

We would also like to recognize Angie Hefner. Angie is a current preschool 

teacher aide who will also be our new teacher for the 3-4 year old 

Monday/Thursday Extended Day class! 

Our preschool staff is continually, faithfully serving our preschool families. We 

encourage you to offer support, respect, and prayers that they would remain 

strong in the Lord as they prepare for the school year ahead.  

Volunteers Needed!! 
Where: Discovery Club Before/After School  

Times: 7:20 - 9:20 AM or 2:30 - 5:00 PM -- Monday - Friday 

If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity to serve 
at Mount Olive Preschool, please contact us at 763.421.9048. 

mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Sunday School 

 

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

All ages through 6th grade meet in the Family Center 

Join us at 9:00 AM each Sunday 

Beginning September 19 
 

 

We are so excited to begin our second year of Family Sunday School.  

What began as a solution to social distancing has grown in to an integral part  
of our Christian family education programs.  

 

It has been amazing to watch 
families grow together in  

God’s Word!   

The kids and parents are singing, 
playing and learning together!  

Our prayer is that by spending time 
together in God’s Word, we will 
foster communication and build 

healthier, stronger families. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Confirmation—5th through 8th Grade 

Confirmation Class Begins 

Wednesday September 22 

6:30-8:00pm 

Meet in the Family Center 

Bring your Bible  

 

Camp Omega Retreat 
October 15-17 

5th through 8th graders 

 $120 for the weekend 

Family Sunday School begins September 19 
Join us at 9:15am each Sunday 

Learn the treasures of God’s Word as a family 

All ages thru 6th grade meet in the Family Center 

7-8th Grade join Senior Youth 

 

Parent Meeting &  
Youth Fun Night 

Wednesday September 15 

6:30-8:00pm Family Center 

Bring back your  

Registration Forms  

and insurance card 

RALLY SUNDAY is September 12 

We are excited to have our church FULL 
when everyone comes back this fall! 

 

Worship at 8:00am and 10:00am 

Food Trucks 9:00am –12:00pm 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763-421-7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

Youth and Families, 
 

We are back in action this month! I want to encourage the youth and families of our 

congregation to join us as we kick-off the education season in a variety of ways, all 

listed below. 

September 11, 9:00 AM—Run2Grace 5K 

Please join us in serving at this year’s Run2Grace 5K. This event is our first National 

Youth Gathering fundraiser of the year. Students and families are encouraged to 

volunteer to help raise their support. Contact Penny Walsh, penandtony@gmail.com,  

if you have questions about volunteering. 

September 12, 8:00 AM—12:00PM—Rally Day Sunday 

Join us for worship at 8:00 AM or 10:00 AM and for fellowship following both 

services. We will have food trucks serving a variety of treats from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM. 

Rally Day is positive a and energizing start to the education year that everyone can 

enjoy. 

September 15, 6:30 PM—8:00 PM—Youth Group 

We are having a parking lot party in the lower parking lot for our first Wednesday 

evening youth group of the year. There will be snacks, a devotion and plenty of time for 

people to reconnect after a summer apart from the full group. 

September 19, 9:15 AM—10:15 AM—Faith Talks 

Stop by the youth room during education hour for a little food and fellowship followed 

by a faith talk. We will be taking a conversational tone on Sunday mornings this year. 

Our first discussion topic will be, “What does the cross mean?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration materials for the 2022 LCMS National Youth Gathering, “In All Things,” 

were released at the end of August. Youth Participant Worksheets have been printed 

and distributed to our youth families along with a letter and fact sheet helping outline 

our planning timeline. If you have questions on any of the information received or 

need a youth participant worksheet, please let me know as soon as possible. 

Youth & Families 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
mailto:penandtony@gmail.com
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763-421-7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

This Fall, our young adult ministry activities will have a familiar look but much of its 

activity will be taking place at new times. We are hoping that making some slight changes 

will encourage others to get involved where they desire to be. 

September 19, 3:30 PM—Young Adult Small Group 

Our young adult small group will be returning to Sunday afternoons as everyone settles in 

to their fall schedules. We will be meeting in the coffee shop area. We will start with a time 

for gathering and introductions followed by a devotion. After our devotion, we will take 

some time to choose what we want to focus on during our devotional time the next few 

weeks. If you cannot be with us for this first week but are interested in joining us in the 

near future, please email me at the email to your right, so I can keep you in the loop 

moving forward. 

October 3, 9:15 AM—Prayer Meeting (Open To EVERYONE) 

For the last year, a small group of prayer warriors have been getting together to pray for 

the members of our Life @ A Crossroads ministry every month. This Fall, we are moving 

our meeting time to be during education hour on the first Sunday of each month. Our first 

meeting at this time will be Sunday, October 3, and we will be praying for the following 

individuals: 

Amber Watkins  Cameron Jacobson  Mya Briese 

Isabelle Hoopman Brynn Owens  Aidan Hefner 

Keen Breitweser  Karsen Risse  Abby Paulson 

Morgan Neuville  Jordan Mugglin  Jordan Schiferli 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great news! Young adults can be part of the National Youth Gathering too. The National 

Youth Gathering is largely supported by young adult volunteers (YAV, 19-25 years old).  

If you are interested in taking time to serve alongside other young adults at next summer’s 

National Youth Gathering, register to be a YAV. Applications are open until December 31, 

but the sooner you apply the better. 

If you are interested in applying but need a personal hype-man to listen, advise and join 

you in prayer before you complete the application, let me know. I would love to walk 

alongside you as you go through this decision making process. 

 

Youth & Families 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family


WORSHIP - Onsite Worship Hours: 
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Devotional Worship) 
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional Worship) 

  9:00 AM Education Hour 
10:00 AM (Contemporary Worship) 
          (10:30 AM beginning September 19) 
 

Online Worship:  
Tune-in to our Live Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:00  
(8:00 & 10:30 AM beginning September 19) 

 

Mount Olive Website: 
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/  
 
YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka): 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 
 

Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka): 
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 

Upcoming Events 
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Change Service Requested 

September 2021 

700 Western St. 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Phone: 763.421.3223 
Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 
Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  

Summer Worship Services: Saturday - 5:30 PM; Sundays - 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

September 11: Run2Grace 5k Fundraiser 

September 12: Rally Sunday (Worship 8:00 & 10:00 AM; Food trucks 9:00 AM - Noon) 

September 15: Confirmation Parent Meeting & Youth Fun Night 

  Senior Youth Begins 

September 19: Worship Times change to 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

  Sunday School Begins: 9:15 AM 

  Adult Bible Study: 9:15 AM 

  Young Adult Small Group: 3:30 PM 

September 22: Confirmation Begins 

September 25: Oktoberfest 

September 30: Red Cross Bloodmobile 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

