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And (Jesus) awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea,                                       
“Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. (Mark 4:39 ESV) 

 

When Rachel was in high school, we went walleye fishing on a charter boat on Lake Mille 
Lacs in central Minnesota. It was an overcast day when we left the dock. Within a 1/2 
hour of our departure a storm came up seemingly out of nowhere. Within seconds the 
boat was rocking side-to-side and everyone on board was hanging on to the roof poles in 
the middle of the boat. 

Our boat captain skillfully steered the boat in a zig zag pattern until the winds calmed and 
the waves subsided. What struck me about that storm was how quickly it came and 
without warning. 

The storms we face in life sometimes come without any warning, don’t they? A month ago 
I had no clue when I went to bed that I would wake in the middle of the night having just 
suffered a stroke. It turns out that the stresses (storms) we face in life can effect us in 
various ways, and all we can do is try to hang on! 

Thanks be to God that we don’t have to do that alone. We have a captain who is skilled, 
powerful and loving. He never leaves us nor forsakes us! When the disciples were 
besides themselves in fear when the storm on the seas threatened to sink their boat, 
Jesus calmed the seas and their fears. 

There is a current song by Hope Darst that sings of Jesus’ storm-calming power, entitled 
“Peace! Be Still!” 

I don't wanna be afraid every time I face the waves 

I don't wanna be afraid and I don't wanna fear the storm 

Just because I hear it roar, I don't wanna fear the storm 

Peace be still! 

You are here so it is well even when my eyes can't see 

I will trust the voice that speaks 

I'm not gonna be afraid ‘cause these waves are only waves 
I'm not gonna be afraid and I'm not gonna fear the storm 
You are greater than it's roar, oh, I'm not gonna fear the storm 
No, I'm not gonna fear at all! 

So, hang on, the Lord is with you! 

Now, on to practical matters. It has become clear to your Pastor and leaders that we  
need to begin the process to Call another pastor, especially with Pastor Randy’s 
impending retirement on December 26. The MMC has called a special Vision Assembly 
for October 24 at 11:30 AM in the Worship Center. We will ask you to approve beginning 
the process of calling an Associate Pastor from the field (in a church currently). Upon 
approval, the President will appoint a Call Committee and the process will begin. 

 

Special Vision Assembly 

Sunday, October 24, 11:30 AM 

Worship Center 

 

Thank you, and God bless! 

Pastor Jon 

 “Peace! Be Still!” 
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Pastor Jon Haakana 

763.421.7156 x 101 

jon@mtolive-anoka.org 

Sunday Sermon Series 
“God’s Grace: More than Forgiveness”  

 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not 

from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8)  

 

Saturday/Sunday  Weekly Theme & Readings 

October 9/10 More Than Forgiveness   

   Titus 2:11-14 ; Matthew 7:7-11  

October 16/17 Paralyzed by Grace   

   Hebrews 10:1-3; Matthew 11:26-31  

October 23/24 Humility Brings Grace 

   1 Peter 5:5-11; Matthew 18:1-4  

October 30/31 Spreading Grace, Peace, and Truth  

   1 Peter 4:7-11; John 1:14-18  

Worship Series at Mount Olive 

COMMISSION OF ELDERS NEEDED  

Commission of Elders: The Board of Elders currently has two openings. The Elder’s 

primary responsibilities include overseeing the worship life of the congregation 

and participating as Elder of the Day six or so weekends per year. The Elders 

also assist the pastors in member care. All male members, 18 years and older 

are eligible. If you would like more information or would like to be considered 

for the position, please contact Jesse Jett. (jjsj5978@comcast.net or 

763.422.4995) 

OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH! There is a basket at the 
Welcome Center Desk to drop off your cards/letters of appreciation and thanks for 
our pastors throughout the month of October.  

“And now, friends, we ask you to honor those leaders who work so hard for you,  
who have been given the responsibility of urging and guiding you along  

in your obedience. Overwhelm them with appreciation and love!” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:12–13, The Message)  

mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jjsj5978@comcast.net
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 Bible Study Opportunities at Mount Olive 

Weekly Bible Studies at Mount Olive 

Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study: We are meeting Tuesday mornings at 
10:00 AM in the Bookstore/Room 1115. On October 12, we will go back to our 
study of "The Patriarchs: Encountering the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”  
Since we barely got started with this study prior to COVID, we will go back and start 
at the beginning to refresh our memories. This study will include a video and 
discussion questions as printed in the workbook that goes along with the study.  
For newcomers, books may still be purchased. Please contact Brenda Schwarz 
(Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.7156 x 103) if you need a book. Contact 
Karen Albu (763.432.7652) for more information. 

Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our women's Bible study is 
still meeting and supporting each other in our quest for a closer relationship with 
our Lord and Savior. We meet online with Zoom or simply on a group phone call 
from 6:00 - 7:00 AM. We would love to have you join us, contact Paulette Lenz at 
mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

Exploration & Discovery Bible Study - Wednesday AM Edition: The 
Wednesday AM edition has completed the topic of how to study the Bible. It has 
listened to an interview of an agnostic who makes the challenge that a loving God 
does not exist. The group discussed the agnostics challenges and will begin a 
study of 1st John in order to refute the agnostic’s claims. It will also provide practice 
to use the tools on how to study the Bible. This study edition requires participation 
and regular attendance in order to get the most benefit from the studies. Jim 
Rootes is the facilitator. 

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: First Place are meeting at Mount Olive 
in the Conference Room on Thursdays from 6:30 - 8:30 PM. Please contact the 
Welcome Desk at 763.421.3223 if you are interested. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

Adult Bible Study is planning to begin October 3. Please watch your bulletin for 
more information on exact start dates. Contact Alex Irwin if you have any 
questions. (alexi@mtolive-anoka.org) 

Exploration & Discovery Bible Study -  Sunday Edition: This study begins with 
listening to the Daily Devotion from Lutheran Hour ministries and then discussing 
the topic. This is followed by the 5-lesson study of How We Got the Bible. This will 
be followed by the Bible on Trial and the Lost Books. This study begins at 9:00 AM 
in the 2nd floor meeting room. This study editions requires participation and regular 
attendance in order to get the most benefit from the studies. This room has limited 
accommodations. Jim Rootes is the facilitator. 
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DRIVE-THRU/MIDWEEK MEALS 

Drive-Thru Meals will continue into the fall as this process has been working quite 

well. The Drive-thru/Midweek Meals team will be evaluating this process and 

how we will be moving forward in getting meals back inside the 

building. Volunteers are what makes this ministry function and we are always in 

need of your help on Wednesdays from 4:30 - 6:30 PM. Volunteers help in meal 

preparation, packaging meals, and working our "drive-thru" line outside each 

week. It only takes a few people each week to make this process run smoothly 

and to be a blessing to those we serve. Sign up for one time or multiple, by 

yourself, with a friend, or your family!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4DADA62DA46-drive  

mailto:Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
mailto:alexi@mtolive-anoka.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4DADA62DA46-drive
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Thank you to all who were able to join us for our LWML September 

meeting. We enjoyed hearing an inspiring representative from The 

Dwelling Place which is one of our mission recipients. It is a 

transitional housing for families following crisis or needs basis as they 

get back on their feet.  

October 3 is LWML Sunday. Please pick up a mite box to help 

us with our mission goals. An envelope will be in your bulletin 

for a few weeks in October in hopes for donations to support 

our Mite program. 

Our Capital Conference Fall Rally will be held on October 9 

at Messiah Lutheran in Mounds View from 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM. 

This conference brings ladies from other LWML area churches. 

Check the bulletin and poster on our LWML table for more detailed information on 

the conference. If you would like a ride, leave your name and number at the 

Welcome Desk.  

Our upcoming meetings are October 11 and November 

8. A craft is being planned for our November meeting.  

Save the date of December 7 on your calendar and join 

us to begin the blessed Christmas season with our 

Christmas Prayer Tea Service. We will begin with prayer, 

singing, sharing and the Christmas story in the Sanctuary. 

We will follow with refreshments and decorate tables in 

the Welcome Center. Please sign up to decorate a table. Plan to attend and 

invite friends, family, children and neighbors. All are welcome.  

Also as you bake those Christmas cookies, set aside two dozen for our Christmas 

Prayer Tea Service planned for December 7.  

W
IT

N
E

S
S

 

Upcoming 

Meetings: 

7:00 PM 

October 11 

November 8 

 

QUILTING MINISTRY: Mount Olive is looking for a new Quilting Ministry leader 

and organizer. Unfortunately Pat Jasmer has stepped down as leader due 

to personal reasons. We will miss her as this has been her passion for many 

years and she will miss each of you. Pat is willing to train a new leader so we 

can begin to meet again this fall. Please contact Brenda Schwarz 

(763.421.7156 x 103) if you are interested in heading up the ministry.  

 

Thank you Pat Jasmer! 
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Mount Olive Nursery Open! A WIN-WIN 

One of many services that Mount Olive has to offer is the Nursery. Children  

3 and under can come to a safe environment where they are able to explore 

new toys, play with playdoh and listen to music while the parents are in 

worship - that’s a WIN. Parent’s can sit back and really hear, sing and enjoy 

the word that the pastor speaks. Another Win!  

Nursery Hours are Sundays, 10:15 - 11:30 AM and Wednesdays, 6:15 - 8:00 PM. 

If you are attending church or a volunteer, you are able drop your child off.  

We are looking for volunteers to help a few times a year. Requirements are 

16+ years, background check (18 yrs+) and attend training. This is a great 

way to complete volunteer service 

hours for youth.  Please contact 

Jordanna Dombrovskis, 

(jordaner@hotmail.com or 

763.234.8597) 

The Blessed Boutique 

Food Shelf 

We are OPEN Again! How awesome it that! This 

September, Mount Olive has welcomed eight guests 

to come on Wednesdays and by appointment to get 

clothing, shoes and blankets.  

We are accepting new/gently used socks (all sizes), 

teen, women’s and men’s gloves and blankets. Items can be dropped off at 

the Welcome Desk.  

We will be open on Wednesdays at 5:00 - 6:15 PM. We could also use help 

sorting clothes and refolding them once clients are done. If interested please 

contact Jordanna Dombrovskis. (Jordaner@hotmail.com or 763.234.8597)  

A shout out to Annie DeMarais and her sister Jeanie for the countless hours of 

volunteering. 

Mount Olive is going back to the Food Shelf model. 

Manna Market was an awesome experience but 

also took a lot of people power. Therefore we are 

planning to restock the Food Shelf. Please take a 

paper bag from the Welcome Area and help us 

restock our pantry.   

If you need this service that Mount Olive provides, please contact the church 

and a staff member will be in contact with you. This is by appointment only.  

Please contact Jordanna Dombrovskis. (Jordaner@hotmail.com) if you are 

interested in volunteering. Thanks! 

Our immediate needs are: peanut butter, cereal, soups, jelly, noodles, 

deodorant, tuna, spaghetti sauce, Spaghetti O’s, tuna/hamburger helper. 

mailto:jordaner@hotmail.com
mailto:Jordaner@hotmail.com
mailto:Jordaner@hotmail.com
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Trustees Ministry Meeting—October 13 @ 7:00 PM 

Thank the Lord for our Trustees Ministry who keeps our building inviting not only to 

our members but to our visitors as well. 

The role of the Trustees is to help maintain the appearance and 

functionality of the structural facility (church building) of Mount 

Olive. 

The Trustees Ministry works hand in hand with the custodians and 

staff to present Mount Olive in a God-pleasing and attractive 

manner. And we have fun doing it! 

If you are unable to make the meetings but would like to be involved, please 

contact Bob Antoine or Todd DeMarais. 

Join the Team! Contact Bob Antoine (763.784.6752) 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD NEWS! 

Operation Christmas Child boxes will be available for you to fill in the next 

couple of weeks. Please take a look at the website on instructions on how to 

pack a shoe box and also to find a drop off location near you. 

(https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-

box/)  

Unfortunately, Mount Olive will NOT be a drop-

off site for Operation Christmas Child this year.  

If you have questions regarding Operation 

Christmas Child, please contact Mary 

Scarborough. (mjsjada@outlook.com or 

612.867.7783) 

Restroom Cleaner Wanted - Paid Position: 

Mount Olive is seeking someone to clean 

restrooms:   

Part-time, 10 hours spread through 

the week from September to May 

while preschool is in session. This is a 

paid position with a weekly pay rate.   

For more information, please contact Todd DeMarais at  

todd@mtolive-anoka.org or call 763.421.7156 x 108. 

Restroom Volunteers NEEDED 

Until we are able to hire a permanent cleaner, we need volunteers 

during the week on afternoons beginning at 3:00 PM when preschool 

is in session.  

Please contact Todd DeMarais if you available.  

(todd@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.7156 x 108) 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/
mailto:todd@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:todd@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Tana Seguin 

Preschool Director 

763.421.7156 x 109 

tana@mtolive-anoka.org 

What an awesome start to the 2021-22 school year!  Our classes are 

close to full capacity; we have one opening in our “4-5 year old 3-day” 

class and a few openings in our “3-year-old 2-day half-day” class!  

Praise God! 

The preschoolers have been learning a lot these past few weeks of 

class:  they are learning how to walk in a line, learning new friends’ 

names, practicing fire drills, 

practicing patience while 

sitting in Chapel, listening to 

Bible stories, and going home 

EXHAUSTED! 

“Train up a child in the way he should go,  

and when he is old he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) 

Chapel Time 

Students practicing their handwriting 

We thank you for your 

continued prayers for 

our teaching staff, for 

our students, and for 

their families.  

Mount Olive Christian Early Childhood Center 

mailto:tana@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:tana@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Sunday School 
 

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

All ages through 6th grade meet in the Family Center 

Join us at 9:15 AM each Sunday 
 

 
 

Come with your whole family to learn about God. We have 
all ages...babies & toddlers, kids & teens, moms & dads, and 

even grandmas & grandpas. 

You can expect to hear the Bible story from one of our 

teachers and then have time as a family to think and talk 

about the lesson.   

We are praying that by spending time together in God’s 

Word, we will foster communication and build healthier, 

stronger families. 

We have begun a new cycle of The Gospel Project. Beginning this year with Genesis 
it will take us four years to walk through the scriptures to hear the important 
truths that God has for us.  

Throughout September we learned about how God created everything for His glory 
and our good.  Psalm 19:1 says, “The Heavens declare the Glory of God. The skies 
proclaim the work of His hands.”   

 
October brings us to the tough lessons that we live in 

a sinful world.  To sin is to think, speak, or behave in 
any way that goes against God and His commands.  

Romans 3:23 tells us that, “All have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God.” 

That is sobering to think about.  It should make us 
pause to consider that we hurt God with our sin. 

 

 

 

But God doesn't leave us in our sin.  Continuing in 

verse 24, “and all are justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 

Jesus came to save us from the sinful condition that 

we are in. His death and resurrection show us God’s 
grace. Freely given!  It is so important to get the 
whole message. Not just the Law but the Gospel too!          

The Gospel Project 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Confirmation—5th through 8th Grade 

 

 

5th through 8th Grade  

Junior Youth Fall Retreat  

October 15-17, 2021 
 

Who: Confirmation Students and Small Group Leaders 

What: Fall Retreat 

Where: Camp Omega    Waterville, MN   

When:  Friday evening, October 15 thru Saturday evening, October 17 

How Much:  $120.00 per student  (money can come out of their accounts) 

➢ We will meet in the church parking lot at 5:00 PM on Friday, October 15. 

➢ We will arrive back at church on Sunday October 17 between 11:30 AM and 12:00 PM 

➢ You’ll need to sign a permission slip, and turn in the $70 registration fee by Sunday October 3. 

Sunday Morning   9:15 AM 
Grades 5-6 meet in the Family Center for Family Sunday School 

    Grades 7-8 meet in the Junior Youth Room 

      Sunday, December 12th  4:30-5:30 PM  

John and Lisa Risse’s Home 

9049 190th Avenue NW, Nowthen, MN  55330 
 

Come and share the true wonder of the first Christmas night 

*Live Animals *Take Home Crafts *Christmas Devotions *Live Music* 
 

Drive-Thru   Live Nativity 

Drive-Thru Live Nativity for ALL Ages 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763-421-7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

Wednesday Nights 
This September, we welcomed our students back with a parking lot party on September 

15 and had a couple of conversations about Hope on the 22nd and 29th. In October, we 

have our third and final lesson on Hope on October 6. We will be doing our first ever 

Veggie Tales Deep Dive on October 13, starting with the video followed by discussion. 

Anyone that wants to read Gideon’s story before we meet can find it in Judges chapters 

6-8. October 20, we will have a week off for MEA and October 27 will be the Annual 

Youth Group Costume Party.  

 

Sunday Mornings 
All 7th-12th grade students are welcome to join us on Sunday mornings for Faith Talks 

starting at 9:15 AM with snacks/breakfast. Our faith talks are discussion based and 

generally focus on providing Biblical answers to questions our students may have the 

opportunity to answer in their future conversations with peers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 is a National Youth Gathering (NYG) year, and I am beyond excited for what is to 

come. The gathering will take place in Houston, Texas July 9-13 with the theme, “In All 

Things.” NYG is a great opportunity for our youth to interact with and learn alongside 

other Lutheran youth from around the world. All 9th-12th grade youth are welcome to 

attend. If you have any questions about the details of the National Youth Gathering or 

would like registration materials, please contact me by email, it’s the least likely that I 

lose track of or forget your request that way. 

 

Registration is currently open, and our registration deadline is November 1. It is 

possible to add some people to our list after that date, but it can be limited due to hotel 

accommodations and room availability. Attending NYG is also a fairly expensive 

endeavor, so it can be helpful for budgeting purposes to commit sooner rather than 

later. We know finances can be an obstacle for many people when it comes to electing 

to attend an event like this as well. If that is a concern of yours, please feel free to reach 

out. There are scholarship and other supports available which we can discuss on a case 

by case basis. 

Youth Ministry 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763-421-7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

Coffee Connection 
Our preschool students (and their available family members) attend Chapel once a 

month in the Sanctuary. In October, Chapel will be take place on Thursday, October 14 

and Friday October 15. All parents are welcome to join us in the Coffee Shop area 

between drop-off (9:15 AM) and Chapel (9:30 AM) for coffee and donuts. Following 

Chapel, the Coffee Shop area will be available for parents to continue visiting together. 

We are so grateful to offer our parents an opportunity to gather and become more 

deeply connected as members of our community. 

 

Young Adult Small Group 
All young adults ages 18-30 are welcome to join us for Young Adult Small Group, 

Sundays starting at 3:30 PM in the Coffee Shop. We will gather around snacks, games 

and God’s Word. In October and November, we will be doing devotions based on 

excerpts from, “The Hopeful Neighborhood, What Happens When Christians Pursue 

The Common Good.” Anyone that is interested in reading along with the book, should 

email me (alexi@mtolive-anoka.org) and I will make sure to get a copy for you. 

 

Pray for our Recent Grads! 
This fall we are making an adjustment to our regular prayer gathering for the Young 

Adults in our Life @ Crossroads Ministry. We will be meeting Sunday, October 3 

at 9:15 AM in Room 1115 for a devotion on prayer followed by a time of 

prayer for specific individuals. We do not know exactly what everyone on our list is 

going through, but we are certain God not only knows what they need but what is on 

their hearts as well. Please feel free and welcome to join us for the prayer ministry that 

lifts up the young members and friends of our congregation as they navigate this season 

of emerging independence. 

 

Whether you are able to join us for our prayer gathering on October 3 or not, we 

encourage that you please join us in praying for the following individuals this month. 

 

Dan Pelletier    Grace Colestock 

Jordan Friedland    Christa Saunders 

Briana Araya    Avery Wade 

Alyssa Okeson    Danny Reynolds 

 

Young Adults 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
mailto:alexi@mtolive-anoka.org


WORSHIP - Onsite Worship Hours: 
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Saturday Worship) 
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional Worship) 

  9:15 AM Education Hour 
10:30 AM (Contemporary Worship) 
 

Online Worship:  
Tune-in to our Live Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:30  

 

Mount Olive Website: 
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/  
 
YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka): 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 
 

Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka): 
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 

Upcoming Events 
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Change Service Requested 

October 2021 

700 Western St. 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Phone: 763.421.3223 
Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 
Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  

Worship Services: Saturday - 5:30 PM; Sundays - 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 

October 3: Life @ Crossroads Prayer and Devotion 

October 11: LWML Meeting 

October 13:  Trustees Meeting 

October 14 & 15: Coffee Connection for Preschool Families 

October 15-17: Junior Youth Fall Retreat to Camp Omega 

October 24: Special Vision Assembly 

December 12: Drive-Thru Live Nativity 

 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

