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When I was growing up in the 60’s and 70’s going to church was a way of life. Over 
70% of church members regularly attended church. Close to 85% of Americans 
claimed membership in a Christian church. Now both of those numbers have dropped 
significantly. What’s the difference? There’s more to do? Are we busier today? The 
church doesn’t offer what I need anymore? The church is full of hypocrites? 

While those statements hold partial truth, many of those reasons have just become 
excuses for us. The fact remains that we believe and teach the importance of regularly 
attending church. We continue to strongly encourage people to become members of a 
local church. But, why is it important? What is the Biblical understanding of what it 
means to be part of the body of Christ? 

Sometimes we join our churches expecting others to serve us, to feed us, and to care 
for us.  

We don’t like hypocrites in the church, but we fail to see our own hypocrisies. 

God did not give us local churches to become country clubs where membership 
means we have privileges and perks. 

He placed us in churches to serve, to care for others, to pray for leaders, to learn,  
to teach, to give and in some cases to die for the sake of the gospel. Church is the 
place where believers can love one another, (1 John 4:12) encourage one another,  
(Hebrews 3:13) “spur” one another to love and good works, (Hebrews 10:24) serve 
one another, (Galatians 5:13) instruct one another, (Romans 15:14) honor one another 
(Romans 12:10) and be kind and compassionate to one another. (Ephesians 4:32) 

When a person trusts Jesus Christ for salvation, he or she is made a member of the 
body of Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:27) For a church body to function properly, all of its 
“body parts” need to be present and working. (1 Corinthians 12:14–20) It’s not enough 
to just attend a church; we should be involved in some type of ministry to others, using 
the spiritual gifts God has given us. (Ephesians 4:11–13) A believer will never reach 
full spiritual maturity without having that outlet for his gifts, and we all need the 
assistance and encouragement of other believers. (1 Corinthians 12:21–26) 

During the month of September we looked at the importance of doing church together. 
Some say that we can be Christians without going to church or being part of a 
congregation. While that can be true in part, there is something missing - being with 
other members of the body of Christ. We need to be together, physically, mentally, 
emotionally, regularly. Because the body of Christ, the Church (not just our church but 
the universal Church), is not the sermon or the songs or the prayers. Church is the 
people. And together, as one, we grow. 

During the month of October we will explore next steps in doing church and life 
together. We will dig deeper in God’s Word to find what is necessary and important to 
grow in our faith, and in relationship with one another. At the end of the month, we will 
have the opportunity to make a new commitment to being a member of God’s kingdom 
and part of His work here at Mount Olive. 

I hope you can join us each and every week. You belong here! Let’s do this, together! 

Connecting People to Jesus,                                                                                      

Pastor Jon 

Why Is Being a Member Here Important? 
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Stephen Ministry 
By Dave Dawson  

 

Hello everyone! Hope everyone had a wonderful summer. 

Just a quick update on Stephen Ministry here at Mount Olive. 
Most of our ministers are busy giving care to their care receivers 
but we have a few ministers waiting for care receivers. If you have 
a need, no matter how big or small, do not hesitate to contact one 
of our leaders or ministers. Just one call will get the ball rolling, 
remember it's confidential. So don't you or someone you know 
suffer alone. 

We are still looking for more Stephen ministers. We have a few 
committed already, would like a couple more so we can schedule 
a new training session! Please pray and see if God is calling you. 
You can do this, with your beautiful training and support from your other Stephen 
ministers you will be successful. What a beautiful ministry to serve the Lord.  

Contact Dave Dawson if you would like to obtain a Stephen Minister. (763.257.3295 or 
michelledawson128@gmail.com). 

Compassionate Friends 
By Marcy Weight 

Members of Compassionate Friends meet monthly to offer 
Christian love, hope, strength and companionship to: 
 

 Cope with a recent diagnosis of cancer 

 Meet the daily challenges of a chronic disease or 
terminal illness 

 Encourage a neighbor, family member or friend suffering from a diagnosis of 
an acute disease 

  Offer hope to you as a survivor 

The next meeting for Compassionate Friends will meet at Shirley Kalkbrenners,  
345 East River Entry in Champlin on October 14 at 1:00 PM. This support group is 
open to everyone who has gone through or is going through an illness. Call Marcy at 
763.755.6368 for more information. 

Mothers of Babies 
Do you need a quiet, private place to 
nurse your infant? We now have a 
Mothers Room located in room 1105 
across from The Nursery. We have a 
comfortable chair, changing table etc. 
for your convenience. 

mailto:michelledawson128@gmail.com?subject=Stephen%20Ministry
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Events at Mount Olive 

 

EXHALE NEWS  “We breathe in YOUR grace and exhale”  

 

 

 

The gathering on Monday, September 23 was a great night. 

Over 40 Mount Olive ladies met for a night of friendship, yummy appetizers and 

edifying conversation. Carin shared another update on Baby Daniel (please pray for 

God’s choice for a permanent home.) Pam Schwandt also shared her faith story 

(followed by a standing “O”) of overcoming difficulties and allowing God to produce 

a solid life of victory of joy. Thank you God and Pam. 

Watch for further EXHALE events… We really want more ladies to join us. 

Contact Mary Scarborough for ideas and information 

(maryjscarborough@hotmail.com) 

… A WOMEN’S MINISTRY  
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October Sermon Series 

By Pastor Jon 

 

Quilt Dedication: October 5/6 during worship 
 

Begins: Tuesday, October 8 at 1:00 PM in Cana Hall 

 

Meets 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month through April, 2020.  

 

We Welcome New Members! 
Contact Pat Jasmer with any questions: 763.421.7555 

Mount Olive QuiltersMount Olive Quilters  

 

“and let us run with 

endurance the race that is 

set before us, looking to 

Jesus, the founder and 

perfecter of our faith...” 

Hebrews 12:1b-2a (ESV)  

 
Next Steps (A Four Week Series: October 6 -  27) 

October 6 Training Vs. Trying Hebrews 5:11-6:3  

  1 Peter 2:1-5 

October 13 Overcoming Spiritual A.D.D.  Matthew 6:5-13  

  Romans 8:22-27  

October 20 Just Try It!  Mark 1:21-39 

  2 Corinthians 1:3-5 

October 27 After the Honeymoon Phase  Romans 12:1-2  

  Mark 14:3-9  
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The Bible Answers the Question: Why Give to Church? 

By Pastor Jon Haakana 
In my WORD article this month, I want to remind all of us of one aspect of doing church 
together: using the resources God has given us to do His work. Using our time, talents and 
financial resources in our congregation. In the following principles the Bible answers the 
question, “Why do we give to the church?” These principles reflect the definition of 
stewardship commonly in use throughout The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod  
(Give particular attention to Article IV). 

“CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and 
God's family, the church, in managing all of life and life's resources for God's 
purposes.” 

SUMMARY OF PRINCIPLES WITH MEANINGS  

I. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE GOD'S STEWARDS.  

God's stewards are stewards by virtue of creation and their re-creation in Holy 
Baptism; therefore, they belong to the Lord.  
(Gen. 1:1; Is. 43:1; Rom. 6:4; 2 Cor. 5:16-17) 

II. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE MANAGERS, NOT OWNERS.  

God's stewards have been entrusted by God with life and life's resources and given 
the privilege of responsibly and joyfully managing them for Him.  
(Gen. 2:15; Ps. 24:1; 1 Chron. 29:14; 2 Cor. 8:5; Luke 12:48b; 1 Tim. 6:17-19) 

III. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE SAINTS AND SINNERS.  

God's stewards rejoice in and live out what God has declared them to be through the 
cross. At the same time His stewards recognize they are sinners who fight sin and its 
consequences each day.  
(Eph. 4:22-24; Rom. 7:21-25; 1 John 3:1-2; 1 Peter 2:9-10) 

IV. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE UNIQUELY SINGULAR, YET PROFOUNDLY PLURAL.  

God's stewards recognize that their lives are not solo performances but are personal 
responses to God, lived out within the community of faith to benefit the whole world.  
(Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:12-13; 1 Pet. 4:10; 2 Cor. 8:13-14; Gal. 6:10) 

V. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE IN THE WORLD, BUT NOT OF THE WORLD.  

God's stewards recognize that the Lord sets them apart from the world and by the 
transforming power of the Gospel sends them into the world to live out the Gospel.  
(Rom. 12:2; John 17:15-18; Gen. 12:1-3; John 16:33) 

VI. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE LOVED AND LOVING.  

God's stewards recognize that their stewardship flows out of God's act of love for 
them in Christ which empowers them, in turn, to love others in acts of Christ-like love.  
(1 John 4:19; 1 John 3:16-18; John 13:34-35; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Gal. 5:6b) 

VII. GOD'S STEWARDS ARE SERVED AND SERVING.  

God's stewards recognize that their stewardship involves a Gospel-powered style of 
life which is demonstrated in servanthood within all the arenas of life. (Phil. 2:5-8; 
John 13:15-7) 

VIII. GOD'S STEWARDS LIVE WITH AN AWARENESS OF THE PRESENT AND FUTURE, 

OF TIME AND ETERNITY.  

God's stewards live intentionally in the light of God's eternal purpose while being 
firmly committed to His rule in the here and now.  
(Matt. 6:19-21; 1 Tim. 6:17-19; Phil. 3:12-14, 20) 

God’s rich blessings as we live, give, love, and serve together! 
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†          †          †          †          †          †          † 

Life Bible Study Opportunities 

Sunday’s Adult Bible Study: What on Earth am I Here For? Join us each Sunday in 
Cana Hall to Help You figure out Why You're Here. You ARE NOT an Accident ! God has 
a particular Purpose for You on Earth. Your parents may not have planned you, but God 
did!  And He knew your parents had the exact genes to create the "You" HE had in mind - 
for the Purpose HE had in mind Just. For. You. From the beginning, God's plan has 
been that we Fulfill His Purposes in Community with other believers. Join us on Sunday 
mornings - because TOGETHER we're better! 

Highlighted Verses Bible Study: Sundays in the Meeting Room at 9:00 AM, this Bible 
study focuses on specific verses (from Genesis to Revelation) that people have 
highlighted (as having special significance) in their Bibles. The goal is to develop 
confidence in sharing one’s faith with others. If there are any questions, contact Jim 
Rootes at farmalldork@gmail.com. 
 

Adult Gospel Project Bible Study: Meets at 9:15 AM Sunday mornings in Room 1115. 
We are continuing our journey through the Scriptures using The Gospel Project. It is a 
great curriculum that will help us all understand that “the Bible is not a collection of 
stories, it is one story, the story of God’s plan of redemption through Jesus Christ.” And 
the best part is that all the kids, from Nursery through Senior Youth, will be studying the 
same lessons. What a great opportunity for you as parents to be able to discuss the 
lessons further as a family! 
 
 
 

Women's Bible Study - Sisters in the Word: The group formerly known as “Tuesday 
Women's Bible Study” is now called “Sisters in the Word.” All women are welcome to join 
us on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 10:30 AM till 12:00 PM in the Meeting 
Room. We are currently studying one of Paul's prison letters, the little book of Colossians.  
All women are welcome. For more information, contact Karen Albu (763.432.7652)  
or Chris Schomburg (ChrisSchomburg@gmail.com). 
 

Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study meets at 6:00 AM in the Coffee Shop. Contact 
Jeff Paschke at 763.427.5539. 
 

Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study: Starting this month, we will be digging 
deeper into knowing Jesus as our Savior by studying the book of John. Please join us for 
Bible study and fellowship Wednesday mornings from 6:00 - 7:00 AM in Room 1115. 
Simply stop in or email Paulette at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 
 

In the Word Bible Study: Please join us for this Bible study that meets on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:30 - 8:00 PM. This Bible study continues in the Book of Isaiah and will be 
followed up with a study of Romans. The method we are using for this study is to listen to 
a dramatization reading and then follow-up discussion. Contact Jim Rootes at 
farmalldork@gmail.com. 
 

Thursday Video Matinees are held 10:30 AM - 1:00 PM in the Room 1115. Contact  
Jim Rootes (the facilitator) at farmalldork@gmail.com for more specific information. 
October 24 is the next Thursday Video Matinee. The plan is to show the video and then 
conduct a Bible study related to the video. You can bring your own lunch if you wish.  
 

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: Meets on Thursdays from 7:00 - 8:30 PM 
(optional 6:30 - 7:00 PM exercise session.) Please contact Janet Orrick (763.323.0939) if 
you are interested.  

Word Ministry Focus - Life + 
By Pastor Randy Stroming 

mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
mailto:ChrisSchomburg@gmail.com
mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
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SMARITANS PURSE 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

                                  Drop-off week November 18-25 

 

Mount Olive will again be a drop-off site for Anoka and 

surrounding communities November 18-25.  We expect to 

receive 1,000 - 1500 boxes filled with fun items and the 

message of Jesus which will be shipped to many countries. 

Watch for more details to follow. One reminder, we will 

have some card board boxes available for you to fill.   

Please do not purchase the inexpensive plastic boxes as they do not travel well; 

they are handled many times and do not hold up traveling through hot and/or frigid 

temperatures. Hobby Lobby does carry the more substantial plastic boxes ($2.99) 

For more information contact: 

 Ken Peterson 612.209.0887 or Mary Scarborough 612.867.7783   

Artisan Craft Fair/Bake 
Sale 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

FALL LUNCHEON 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Saturday, October 12 
at Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

 

Mount Olive Fall Event 

All proceeds go to help support international, state, local and  

Mount Olive mission projects.  

How can 
YOU help? 

 

Pray 

Donate 

Attend 
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20th Annual Golf Scramble 

By Kristin Bradley 

20 years ago a vision was cast, a plan was hatched and a much loved event began. It 
didn’t matter which way a blade of grass would blow in the wind or how many times a 
good idea would require a kiss to the brain - the annual Golf Scramble at Mount Olive 
was born.  

Since September 1999, golfers and eaters alike have raised between $40,000 - 
$50,000, raising $27,397 in the last ten years alone. All of the funds go directly to the 
Human Needs ministry and since the Golf Scramble is the only fundraiser for Human 
Needs, it is greatly needed. This ministry helps with utilities, rent, food and other needs 
as they arise for our community. It also funds the Manna Market ministry by paying for 
the rescue truck every month.  

This year the rain held off and we were able to get in 9 holes and meet for fellowship, 
fun and the famous pig roast. We raised a record-breaking $4,580 and word on the 
course is that our Mount Olive golfers are ready to tee it up for year 21!!  

We had many wonderful people and businesses donate items this year for prizes and 
raffle ticket items.   

Please support these local businesses: 

 10K Brewery – Anoka 

 A-Line Roofing  

 Aurelios – Ramsey 

 Billy’s – Anoka 

 Casa Rio – Anoka 

 Jake Miesen Insurance Agency  

 Truffles and Tortes – Anoka 

 Karen Wachholz  
– Homemade Kringle!!  

 Linda Stroming  
– PURSEoot of Happiness 

 Mill Creek Construction 

 Serums – Anoka 

 Willy McCoys – Ramsey 

 Friends of Mount Olive  
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October 12: Fall Luncheon, Craft and Bake Sale 

October 13: LWML Sunday 

November 4: Regular Meeting 

December 10: Christmas Tea in Cana Hall 

 

February 3: Regular Meeting - Mission Gifts 

March 2: Regular Meeting 

March-April: Spring Rally is here at Mount Olive 

May 4: Salad Supper 

     

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 

All women are invited to the 

    LWML Capitol Conference Fall Rally 
Our Saviours Lutheran Church, 674 Johnson Parkway, St. Paul, MN 55106-4799 
(2 blocks S of Minnehaha ~ 1 mile W of White Bear Avenue) 
(651) 774-2396 www.oursaviourslutheran.org 

  

Saturday October 5, 2019 
8:45 AM registration and breakfast 

9:30-11:30 AM rally 
(Registration $7—breakfast and program) 

 

A CHANCE, A HOPE, A PROMISE 
Speaker: Evelyn Seton, President of Chance International Outreach. Chance 

International Outreach rescues young girls and their babies by providing a stable and safe 
environment for them that allows them to obtain a basic education, learn basic computer 
skills, as well as getting training in culinary arts, cosmetology, and sewing. 

Join us for a morning of: Food, fellowship, singing, speaker, Bible study, convention re-cap, LWML 
news. Plan to attend?—please notify Sandy (presnesuburbanz@mnslwml.org) or Beth 
(presstpaulmetroz@mnslwml.org or 651.631.8956). 

Gifts from the Heart: Food shelf items, paper products,  

cleaning supplies, feminine hygiene items, personal care items 

Attention Ladies... 
Are you baking for our bake sale at the Fall Event? We need a wide variety of items. We are in need of 
many more helping hands for the event on October 12 and some for set-up on October 11. The list of 
pies also has some empty lines. Grab a bunch of flyers and pass them out among friends - Help us 
advertise!!! 

At our last LWML meeting a few dates were set. We have limited numbers so have fewer meetings. 
Mark your calendars: 

mailto:presnesuburbanz@mnslwml.org
mailto:presstpaulmetroz@mnslwml.org
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Elementary & Junior Youth 

By Carol Kietzman  

Upcoming Events 

October 11-13: Jr. Youth at Camp Forest Springs  

October 16: No Youth MEA Break 

November 20: Confirmation Elder Visits 

Sunday School 
We are excited to hear the stories 
of the Judges. The Israelites were 
in a terrible cycle.  

1. They turned away from God.   
2. The Lord allowed His people to 

be taken over by neighboring 
kings.  

3. The people cried out to the 
Lord.   

4. The Lord raised up a deliverer. 
These deliverers were the Judges. Some of the judges were Deborah, Gideon, and 
Samson. God sent these new leaders to help rescue His people.   
 

Our Big Picture Question is  
“What is repentance?” 

Repentance is turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. 
 

Our Key Passage is 1 John 1:9 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive  
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 
Sunday School  
PreK through Grade 4 
Sunday mornings starting at 9:15 AM through 10:15 AM 
Please sign your children in at the Sunday School Desk near Door A  
  (the upper parking lot.) 
An adult must be present before the children will be released. 
 
Grades 1-4 meet in the Family Center 
 
PreK—Kindergarten meet in Room 209 (Must be 3 years old and potty trained) 
 

Nursery  
Even our youngest kids will have the opportunity to hear the Sunday School lesson 
and engage in the age appropriate activities! 
  
Adult Sunday Morning Bible Study 
The Gospel Project for Adults with the same lessons as the children!  Meet in 
Room 1115 next to the Coffee Shop 

What a great opportunity for you as parents to be able to discuss the  
lessons further as a family! 

Trunk 

or 

Treat 

Sunday, 
October 27 
4:00 - 6:00 PM 
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Carol Kietzman 

Senior Youth  
Penny Walsh 
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For more information 

please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Youth and Family:  

Sunday School  

Confirmation 

763-421-7156 x107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

This Month in Senior Youth: 

Senior Youth has kicked off our school year, using the church theme of TOGETHER! We 

are learning about the Ephesians and what Paul wrote to them about how they should be 

living TOGETHER. We are learning that TOGETHER we find peace, we experience love, we 

grow stronger and we can change the world.   

 

What does that look like in Senior Youth? We are kind, honest and compassionate. We 

welcome new 9th graders and new friends. We listen when others are sharing and lift them 

up when their words are hard. We pray for one another through our joys and our 

sorrows. We eat and drink together-sharing stories, laughter and popcorn! We serve 

together. We meet in small groups, with adult leaders, youth leaders, and youth to grow 

DEEPER in our relationships with one another and with God! We are studying God's word 

TOGETHER-learning how wide and how deep is His love for us. 

 

So, you'll find us together on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights (and probably other 

times too because we really like each other). We're using Hebrews 10:24-25 as our theme 

for the year, "And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet TOGETHER, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing near." 

  

 5th through 8th Grade  

Junior Youth Fall Retreat  

October 11-13, 2019 

 

Who: Confirmation Students and Small Group Leaders 

What: Fall Retreat 

Where: Forest Springs Camp   Westboro, WI (https://forestsprings.us) 

When: Friday evening, October 11 through Sunday afternoon October 13 

How Much: $90.00 per student (money can come out of their accounts) 

 We will meet in the church parking lot at 5:00 PM on Friday, October 11. 

 We will arrive back at church on Sunday October 13 between 1:30 PM and 

2:00 PM. 

You’ll need to sign a permission slip, and turn in the $90 registration fee by  

Wednesday, October 2. 

https://forestsprings.us


Saturday Night Service           5:30 PM 

(contemporary service) 
 

Sunday Worship Services:  

      Classic Grace:                    8:00 AM 

                              (traditional service) 

      Living Praise:                     9:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

      Living Praise:                   10:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

 

 

700 Western St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

Phone: 763.421.3223 

Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 

Upcoming Events 

October 1: Mount Olive Preschool  
       Showcase Night 

October 5: Oktoberfest Celebration 

October 12: Mount Olive Fall Event  
         - Craft Fair, Lunch & Bake Sale 

October 16: NO Choirs/Confirmation/ 
         Youth/Bible Studies 

October 18: Manna Market 

October 27: Trunk or Treat (4:00-6:00 PM) 

 


