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“A Fall to Remember (or Forget)”
Fall 2021: a season to remember, or one to forget? Personally, I don’t think I will ever
forget the early morning of September 2nd when I suffered a rather serious stroke. I
wasn’t sure what was happening and I was unsure of what my future held.
Since then, all of my physical abilities have returned. I just continue to battle fatigue
and some weakness. Through it all, I am so thankful for the gracious and healing hand
of God. Praise be to God!
For the past nineteen months or so, we have all been living through some of the most
trying times in recent history for our nation, our world, and for many of us, our
individual lives and families. I have heard people say, “We will always remember this
time,” while hearing others say, “I just want to forget all of this!”
I am sure many of you are hoping for a memorable November 2021 for a number of
reasons: shooting the buck of your dreams during this year’s deer hunting season; a
special family event or personal achievement; or a memorable Thanksgiving dinner
with your family.
I do want to encourage you to always remember one thing, not just in November, but
every day of the year: Remember all that God has done for us in Christ our Lord!
“I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your
miracles of long ago.” (Psalm 77:11)
“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from
David.” (2 Timothy 2:8)
Especially in November this year, regardless of the consequences brought about by a
continuing global pandemic, always remember to give thanks to God remembering all
that He has done for you in Jesus!
I also pray that some of the things that take place at and through Mount Olive will be
memorable for you and your family:
Sermon Series: “Gratitude: Living a Life of Thankfulness,” a 4-sermon
series which begins November 7 that will encourage our church to rejoice in heartfelt
gratitude for God’s greatest gift, his son Jesus.
November 7

“Fundamental Gratitude”

November 14

“Gratitude’s Nemesis: The Grumble”

November 21

“What Unites Us”

November 24

“Fullness of Life”

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP: Wednesday, November 24, 6:30 PM. We will
gather at church on the night before our nation’s holiday of Thanksgiving, to give
thanks. We will complete our series on “Gratitude” under the title, “The Fullness of
Life.” Gratitude is an essential ingredient on the journey to fullness of life, to the
abundant life promised in Christ. I hope to see many of you on November 24th.

This year, perhaps more than any other year, let’s gather to remember what our Lord
has done for us. We gather to remember and give Him thanks. Indeed, remember and
“give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.”
(Psalm 106:1)
Connecting People to Jesus,

Pastor Jon

WORSHIP

Worship Series at Mount Olive

Sunday Sermon
Series
“Gratitude”
(Living a Life of Thankfulness)
Saturday/Sunday

Weekly Theme & Readings

November 7

Fundamental Gratitude
Genesis 8; Exodus 12

November 14

Gratitude’s Nemesis: The Grumble
Exodus 16

November 21

What Unites Us
Acts 2:42-47; Romans 3:20-25a

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
November 24 ~ 6:30 PM

Fullness of Life
Philippians 4:10-20; Luke 17:11-19

Decorating for our Christmas Season
Save the Date to Decorate
Monday, November 29 ~ 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM

For more information
please contact:
Pastor Jon Haakana
763.421.7156 x 101
jon@mtolive-anoka.org

Would you join us in decorating our church Welcome Center
and Sanctuary in anticipation for Christmas? No experience is
required. Come for however long you are able. Lunch will be
served. Please contact Pam Schwandt or sign up at the
Welcome Desk if you can help. (763.438.0682 or
pamschwandt@gmail.com)
We also welcome $25 donations toward our decoration costs.
~2~

Bible Study Opportunities at Mount Olive
Weekly Bible Studies at Mount Olive
SISTERS IN THE WORD WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY: We meet Tuesdays in
Room 1115 at 10:00 AM. We are doing a Beth Moore study, including videos and
workbook sessions, entitled “The Patriarchs: Encountering the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.” We invite you to join us. Please contact Brenda at
(brenda@mtolive-anoka.org, or 763.421.7156, x 103) if you would like to order a
book. Contact Karen Albu (763.432.7652) for more information.
Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our Women's Bible study is
supporting each other in our quest for a closer relationship with our Lord and
Savior. We meet online with Zoom or simply on a group phone call from
6:00 - 7:00 AM. We would love to have you join us, contact Paulette Lenz at
mp.lenz@gmail.com.

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: First Place is meeting at Mount Olive in
the Conference Room on Thursdays from 6:30 - 8:30 PM. Please contact the
Welcome Desk at 763.421.3223 if you are interested.

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Adult Bible Study is on Sundays at 9:15 AM in Cana Hall during Education Hour.
Contact Alex Irwin if you have any questions. (alexi@mtolive-anoka.org)
Exploration & Discovery Bible Study - Sunday Edition: This study begins with
listening to the Daily Devotion from Lutheran Hour ministries and then discussing
the topic. This is followed by the 5-lesson study of How We Got the Bible. This will
be followed by the Bible on Trial and the Lost Books. This study begins at 9:00 AM
in the 2nd floor Meeting Room. This study edition requires participation and regular
attendance in order to get the most benefit from the studies. This room has limited
accommodations. Jim Rootes is the facilitator.

Compassionate Friends

Marcy Weight

Members of Compassionate Friends meet monthly to offer Christian love, hope,
strength and companionship to:


Cope with a recent diagnosis of cancer
 Meet the daily challenges of a chronic disease
or terminal illness
 Encourage a neighbor, family member or friend
suffering from a diagnosis of an acute disease
 Offer hope to you as a survivor
We will begin meeting for Compassionate Friends in Room 1115 at Mount Olive on
November 8 at 1:00 PM. This support group is open to everyone who has gone
through or is going through an illness. Call Marcy at 763.755.6368 for more
information.
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WORD

Exploration & Discovery Bible Study - Wednesday AM Edition: The Wednesday
AM edition has completed the topic of how to study the Bible. We have listened to
an interview of an agnostic who makes the challenge that a loving God does not
exist. The group discussed the agnostic’s challenges and will begin a study of 1st
John in order to refute the agnostic’s claims. This will also provide practice to use
the tools on how to study the Bible. This study edition requires participation and
regular attendance in order to get the most benefit from the studies. Jim Rootes is
the facilitator.

WITNESS

November Meeting (November 8)
Join us on November 8 at 7:00 PM for fellowship, food, fun and a
fantastic Christmas craft - we will be creating ribbon trees. Please
bring 3-4 rolls of 3/4"-1 1/2” wide ribbon (we'll have some on hand if
needed). If you have a LOW temp glue gun, please bring it.
Keep watching for information and an invitation for a Christmas get
together on the evening of December 7. Theme will be “Jesus is the
Light of the World.” This is for all ladies, friends and children too.
(Childcare will be provided.)
Quilting Ministry (November 2)
Are you ready to enjoy some social time, work time
and refreshments? We are again planning to begin
what you refer to as “quilting time.” BUT if you can
work a sewing machine, cut some fabric, pin
together some pieces or even just tye a knot,
we would like to have you join us on Tuesday,
November 2 from 1:00 - 3:00 PM.
We will put together blankets or quilts for those in need: World Relief, Orphan
Grain Train and emergency needs. The first week in October the team met and
was able to sort and pack up these quantities and we have more to go.
125 quilts went to Lutheran World Relief
12 warmer quilts to Vets at Haven for Heroes
10 to Hope 4 Youth
10 to our nursery
10 to the Blessed Boutique
20+ still need a home.
What a rewarding feeling to know all your work hours are going to needy causes.
If anyone would like to cut pieces at home or sew together tops as another way
to be part of this ministry, please contact: Sally Stern (763.420.4541), Peggy
Rumsch (763.755.3267) or Bernice Tenquist (763.227.1548). Join us and bring a
friend.
Dish Towels Available: There are several sets or single dish towels (unstamped) if
anyone is still doing embroidery work. They are yours for any donation to LWML.
Leave your name and number at the Welcome Desk if you are interested.
Rada Knives: Christmas is coming. If anyone is looking for a gift for Christmas, there
are Rada knives available for purchase. We have some on hand but can also
order what you would like. Ask the Welcome Desk receptionist for a catalog. The
profits go to the Women of Mount Olive—LWML. Leave your order and check at
the Welcome Desk and attention it to Jan Block.
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Sunday, December 12th 4:30-5:30 PM
John and Lisa Risse’s Home
9049 190th Avenue NW, Nowthen, MN 55330
Come and share the true wonder of the first Christmas night
*Live Animals *Take Home Crafts *Christmas Devotions *Live Music*
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WELCOME
WITNESS

Drive-Thru Live Nativity

GivePlus+ mobile app is changing to Vanco. You can start using the new app
10/1/2021 and the GivePlus+ app will no longer be available after 12/31/2021.
1. Download the Vanco app
2. Search: “Mt Olive Lutheran Church”
3. Follow directions to continue set-up
4. Your log-in information remains the same and any
recurring gifts will transfer over.

WORK

If you need assistance Vanco visit their website
www.vanco.com/vm
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD NEWS!
Operation Christmas Child boxes are available for you to pick up
and fill with fun items. Please take a look at the website on
instructions on how to pack a shoe box and also to find a drop off
location near you. (https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operationchristmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/)
Unfortunately, Mount Olive will NOT be a drop-off site for Operation Christmas Child this year.
Navigate to https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/drop-off-locations/ for a
location near you. Some suggestions: River of Life Church, Elk River; Presbyterian Church of the
Master, Coon Rapids; Nowthen Alliance Church, Nowthen.
If you have questions regarding Operation Christmas Child, please contact Mary Scarborough.
(mjsjada@outlook.com or 612.867.7783)

Mount Olive earned $99.05 from January - August 2021

Search for: Mount Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church
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Mount Olive Christian Early Childhood Center

PRESCHOOL
For more information
please contact:
Tana Seguin
Preschool Director
763.421.7156 x 109
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tana@mtolive-anoka.org

Family Sunday School
FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL
All ages through 6th grade meet in the Family Center

YOUTH

Join us at 9:15 AM each Sunday

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL November 28

We have been studying the lessons from Creation through Noah’s Ark.
Of course, we all remember that Noah brought the animals in two-by-two. Right??

Actually...Genesis 7:2-3 says God told Noah to bring seven of each of the clean
animals and two of each unclean animal!
We need to look in Leviticus 11 to see which animals are clean and unclean.
Clean animals: Land animals that chew the cud and have a divided hoof, such as
cattle, deer, goats, and sheep; seafood with both fins and scales, such as bluegill,
grouper, and cod; certain birds, including chickens, doves, and ducks; and even some
insects, such as grasshoppers and locusts.
Unclean animals: Land animals that either do not chew the cud or do not have a
split hoof, such as pigs, dogs, cats, horses, donkeys, and rats; seafood lacking either
fins or scales, such as shellfish, lobster, oysters, and catfish; some birds, such
as owls, hawks, and vultures; and other animals, such as reptiles and amphibians.
Noah needed extra clean animals for the sacrifices he
would later make. Also, when he sent out the raven and
the dove he would have made sure to have at least one
pair of male and female to continue the species.

For more information
please contact:
Carol Kietzman
Director of Children’s
Ministries
763.421.7156 x 107
carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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Confirmation—5th through 8th Grade
Camp Omega hosted a Junior High Recharge. Nine of our youth and three leaders
had a great time meeting with two other churches from the MN South District. We
learned JESUS is the WAY, the TRUTH, the LIFE and the RESURRECTION. We
also had time for some fun activities!

YOUTH
For more information
please contact:
Carol Kietzman
Director of Children’s
Ministries
763.421.7156 x 107
carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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Youth Ministry

YOUTH

Wednesday Nights

For more information
please contact:
Alex Irwin
Director of Christian
Education
763-421-7156 x 126

Our schedule is full of some pretty special events this November. On November 3, we
will be getting together in our small groups and buying gifts for Operation Christmas
Child. Keep an eye on your email for more details concerning that night of giving. On
November 10, the youth leadership team is taking the lead for a night of music, games
and devotion. November 17 we will celebrate thanksgiving and discuss the
overabundance of gifts that God grants us. We will not meet November 24, but there
will be Thanksgiving Eve worship at 6:30 PM.

Sunday Mornings
In November, our faith talks in the youth room continue. Rather than seeking the
scripture to answer a single question this month, we will be asking how Jesus’ teaching
should impact our lives. This month, we are going to talk about what the parables of
the unforgiving servant, talents and unprepared bridesmaids mean for us.

Wednesday Nights (6:30 PM Start)

Sunday Mornings (9:15 AM Start)

11/3—Operation Christmas Child Shopping 11/7—The Unforgiving Servant
11/10—Youth Led

11/14— Parable of the Talents

11/17—Thanksgiving

11/21— The Unprepared Bridesmaids

11/24—NO YOUTH—Thanksgiving Break

11/28— NO YOUTH—Thanksgiving Break

The National Youth Gathering registration deadline was November 1. Please begin
praying for the students and adult leaders that will be traveling to Houston this July.
Praise God for the leaders He prepared to plan and lead this year’s gathering and the
growth of our young leader.

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org
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Preschool Parent Connection
November 18 and 19 starting at 9:00 AM, we will have coffee and donuts available for
our preschool parents between drop-off and chapel. Parents are welcome to join us
before and after for fellowship time together. For the last two months, the Coffee Shop
area has been filled with parents waiting to attend chapel with their children. It is a
blessing to see the connections forming and growing during this time. We look forward
to the growth of this group.

New Young Adult Small Groups
This month, we will have Young Adult Small Group gatherings at church on Sundays
November 14 and 28 in the Coffee Shop area beginning at 3:30 PM. Our topics will be
Thanksgiving and Abundance. On November 14, we will be talking about giving thanks
and praise to God. There will also be lots of food. On November 28, our focus will be
those Thanksgiving leftovers while we discuss the abundance of gifts God gives to His
people over pie!
Please contact Alex by email, alexi@mtolive-anoka.org, if you are interested in more
information concerning Young Adult Groups or would like to receive information
concerning small groups and events in the future.

Pray for our recent grads!
This Fall we are making adjustments to our regular prayer gathering for the Young
Adults in our Life @ Crossroads ministry. We will be meeting Sunday,
November 7 at 9:15 AM in the Room 1115/Bookstore area for a devotion on
prayer followed by a time of prayer for specific individuals. We do not know
exactly what everyone on our list is going through, but we are certain God not only
knows what they need but what is on their hearts as well. Please feel free and welcome
to join us for the prayer ministry that lifts up the young members and friends of our
congregation as they navigate this season of emerging independence.
This month we want to encourage you to join us in praying specifically for:
Hayley Walsh
Brody Wade
Tony Holloway

Josh Meinert
Kaitlyn Larson
Mackenzie Dupont

Anatasia Gregory
Grant Colestock
Christian Dupont

YOUNG ADULTS

Young Adults

For more information
please contact:
Alex Irwin
Director of Christian
Education
763-421-7156 x 126
alexi@mtolive-anoka.org
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Change Service Requested

WORSHIP - Onsite Worship Hours:
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Saturday Worship)
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional Worship)
9:15 AM Education Hour
10:30 AM (Contemporary Worship)
Online Worship:
Tune-in to our Live Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:30
Mount Olive Website:
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/

November 2021

YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka):
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka):
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

Upcoming Events
Worship Services: Saturday - 5:30 PM; Sundays - 8:00 & 10:30 AM
November 10:

Trustees Meeting - 7:00 PM

November 19:

Spaghetti Bingo Night (Youth Fundraiser)

November 24:

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service

November 28:

NO Sunday School or Adult Bible Studies

December 7:

Christmas Prayer Tea Gathering

December 12:

Drive-Thru Live Nativity
New Address for the
Winter Months?

Heading to a warmer climate during our cold
Minnesota winter? Please contact Brenda Schwarz
(763.421.7156 x 103 or brenda@mtolive-anoka.org)
with your temporary address if you would like us to mail your monthly newsletter or other mailings to
your winter address. Please include the date that you will be leaving and returning. Thank you.

