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“A November to Remember (or Forget)”

November 2020: a month to remember, or one to forget? For the past seven months,
we have all been living through some of the most trying times in recent history for our
nation, our world, and for many of us, our individual lives and families. I have heard
people say, “We will always remember 2020,” while hearing others say, “I just want to
forget 2020!”

But a memorable November could be true for you for a number of reasons: shooting
the buck of your dreams during this year’s deer hunting season; a special family event
or personal achievement; or a memorable Thanksgiving dinner with your family.
I do want to encourage you to always remember one thing, not just in November, but
every day of the year: Remember all that God has done for us in Christ our Lord!
“I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your miracles of
long ago.” (Psalm 77:11)
“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David.”
(Timothy 2:8)
Especially in November this year, regardless of the consequences brought about by a
global pandemic, always remember to give thanks to God remembering all that He has
done for you in Jesus!
I also pray that some of the things that take place at and through Mount Olive will be
memorable for you and your family:
Sermon Series “Fear Not” : A 4-week series which began in October that helps
you tackle fear with practical and divine resources. Learn how the Apostle Paul,
Joshua, and even Jesus dealt with fear. You will be encouraged and equipped to step
out confidently into an unpredictable world.
November 1:

“Focused on Today”

November 8:

“You’re Not Alone”

THANKSGIVING EVE ONLINE WORSHIP: Wednesday, November 25. This
year we are trying a little different angle by having an online only Thanksgiving worship
service. There will be no onsite service on Thanksgiving Eve this year. Instead we will
be LIVE at 6:30 PM on our website (www.mtolive-anoka.org), our Facebook page and
on our YouTube channel. It can also be viewed later on these online outlets. Our
theme this year will be “Remember,” as we remember all that God has done for us
through Jesus. During this Thanksgiving worship we would like to share Thanksgiving
messages from our members. We would love to add videos submitted by YOU that
show or explain what you are “THANKFUL FOR” this year, even during this
pandemic. If you are interested in submitting a short video please contact Brenda
Schwarz (brenda@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.7156 x 103) for a link to submit to
Dropbox. Due by Monday, November 16.
This year, perhaps more than any other year, let’s gather to remember what our Lord
has done for us. We gather to remember and give Him thanks. Indeed, remember and
“give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.”
(Psalm 106:1)
Connecting People to Jesus,

Pastor Jon

WORSHIP

Worship Series at Mount Olive
Living Confidently
in an Unpredictable World

Date

Weekly Theme

Readings

November 1

“Focused on Today”

Isaiah 41:8-13; Matthew 6:25-34

November 8

“You’re Not Alone”

Joshua 1:4-9; John 16:25-33

VIDEOS FOR THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP
DUE Monday, November 16
During our Thanksgiving Eve Online Worship on Wednesday, November 25 at
6:30 PM, we would like to share Thanksgiving messages from our members. We
would love to add videos submitted by YOU that show or explain what you are
“THANKFUL FOR” this year, even during this pandemic.
If you are interested in submitting a short video, please contact Brenda Schwarz
(brenda@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.7156 x 103) for a link to submit to
Dropbox.

Options for Attending Worship
IN-HOUSE WORSHIP: NEW! Service times :
Saturday, 5:30 PM (Devotional), Sundays, 8:00 AM (Traditional) and
10:00 AM (Contemporary).
MOUNT OLIVE’S WEBSITE: www.mtolive-anoka.org
FACEBOOK: Search for Mount Olive Anoka

For more information
please contact:
Pastor Jon Haakana
763.421.7156 x 101
jon@mtolive-anoka.org

YOUTUBE: Search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka
QCTV CABLE TV CHANNEL 15 for the cities of Anoka, Andover, Champlin and Ramsey
on Sundays at 6:30 AM and 12:00 PM. Services aired are from the previous week.
WORSHIP SERVICES ON DVD: Please call Brenda Schwarz at 763.421.7156 x 103 if you
or someone you know is unable to view the worship services online. A DVD can
be mailed to you later in the week.
DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO THE INTERNET BUT STILL HAVING ISSUES? Still have a
question, call Brenda Schwarz at 763.421.7156
x 103 for some help.
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HYMNALS & COMMUNION PACKETS: Lutheran Service hymnals are available for
you to pick up for watching online. Communion Sunday for next
month is November 14/15. If you would like a communion
package to enjoy communion while worshipping at home,
please contact Gwen Seivert (gwen@mtolive-anoka.org or
763.421.7156 x 110) to arrange a time for pick up.

WORSHIP CLEANING
For approximately 5-10 minutes each Saturday
at 5:30 PM and Sunday at 8:00 and 10:00 AM
we would like volunteers to sanitize the pews,
Welcome Center tables and bathrooms.
RESTROOM CLEANING

VOLUNTEERS
Always Needed

Forever Appreciated
We are in need of two to three volunteers
each afternoon to clean the restrooms when
preschool is in session. If you would be willing to help clean 2-4 hours a
month, please contact Bob Antoine (763.784.6752) or Brenda Schwarz.

WELCOME DESK
SUNDAY MORNINGS: 8:45 - 11:00 AM each week. Duties are to sell Scrip
and answer questions if possible. Training will be available.
WEEKDAYS: Thursday afternoon 12:30 - 4:00 PM and Friday mornings
9:00 AM - 12:30 PM. Main focus is to be a presence at the desk and
answering phones but can include a variety of projects as they come
available.
Please contact Brenda Schwarz
(Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.7156 x 103)

Christmas Decorations
Please help by donating $25.00 to our beautiful Christmas
displays:
 Fellowship Poinsettia Tree
 Christmas Advent Wreath
 Outside Winter Flower Pots
 Altar Flowers

Mail your donations to Mount Olive (700 Western Street,
Anoka, MN 55303) or turn them into the Welcome Desk
labeled “Christmas Decorations.” Thank you!
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WELCOME

Brews and Good News – Join us on the
1st & 3rd Thursdays of each month on Zoom
for a social gathering of men. Pastor Jon will
send out an email a few days ahead of time
with a link for the Zoom meeting. If you are
not receiving the emails and would like to,
please contact the church office and talk with
Brenda. (763.421.7156 x 103 or
Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org)
See you online!

Bible Study Opportunities
By Pastor Randy Stroming

WORD

Sunday Morning Bible Studies (9:00 AM)
Sunday Adult Bible Study: Join us for a study called, “The Gospel of John” with Tony Evans
on RightNow Media that meets each Sunday at 9:00 AM in Cana Hall. You are invited to join us
in Cana Hall for this twelve-session series that will draw you into the essential truths of our faith
and the life found in our King Jesus. See more information page 5.
In-the-Word (meets Wednesday evenings, 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM) and Romans-in-Depth
(meets during Sunday morning at 9:00 AM) are both studying “Romans-in-Depth.” So far, we
have been discussing the background of Romans as to why and to whom it was written. It was
written to the congregation in Rome that was made up of Jews and Gentiles. The theme of
Romans is the power of the Gospel that leads to salvation. Without the Gospel there is no
salvation. God’s plan of salvation and righteousness is for all mankind - Jew and Gentile. This
applies today just as it did in Paul’s time. Contrary to current human culture, society and beliefs
there still are only two groups of people - Jews and Gentiles. Essentially, race and ethnic
groups are a result of human invention - not God’s. The only difference between Jews and
Gentiles is the Jews were selected by God to proclaim His salvation plan and the knowledge of
Him to the rest of the world. Why study Romans? Martin Luther’s answer:
“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest Gospel.
It is worthy. Not only every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that
he should occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never
read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it
becomes and the better it tastes.”
Looking forward to Romans Chapter 1, we will study topics such as apostleship, Jews and
Gentiles, sin, idolatry, God’s existence and God’s wrath. This last one, God’s wrath, we may be
already experiencing it. Jim Rootes is the facilitator for these studies .

Weekly Bible Studies
Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study is experimenting with meeting Tuesdays at
4:00 PM on Zoom for an hour. We will look at “Attributes of God.” Contact Chris Schomburg
(chrisschomburg@gmail.com) or Karen Albu (763.432.7652) for more information.
Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our women's Bible study is still meeting
and supporting each other in our quest for a closer relationship with our Lord and Savior. We
meet online with ZOOM or simply on a group phone call. We "meet" from 6:00 - 7:00 AM and
would love to have you join us, contact Paulette Lenz at mp.lenz@gmail.com.
First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: Meets on Thursdays from 7:00 - 8:30 PM in the
Conference Room at Mount Olive (optional 6:30 - 7:00 PM exercise session.) Please contact
Janet Orrick (763.323.0939) if you are interested.

For more information
please contact:
Pastor Randy Stroming
763.421.7156 x 102
Randy@mtolive-anoka.org

LIFE Group News
Scarborough/Peterson LIFE Group is meeting the 1st and 3rd
Thursdays, 6:00 - 8:00 PM at Mount Olive. We will be following
COVID-19 regulations with coffee and treats and social
distancing and masks will be required. We are looking forward to
being together.
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Sunday Morning Cana Hall
By Pastor Randy Stroming

The Gospel of John (Tony Evans)
New Adult Bible Study continuing through December.

Watch the trailer: https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/289490?episode=Trailer
For any questions, please contact Pastor Randy (randy@mtolive-anoka.org).

If you have not previously accepted the free invite for RightNow Media,

please contact Linda (linda@mtolive-anoka.org) or Brenda (Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org)
for an invite to get you on your way to this Bible study along with so many others
for adults and children.
New Address for the
Winter Months?
Heading to a warmer
climate during our cold
Minnesota winter? Please contact Brenda Schwarz (763.421.7156 x 103 or
brenda@mtolive-anoka.org) with your temporary address if you would like
us to mail your monthly newsletter or other mailings to your winter address.
Please include the date that you will be leaving and returning. Thank you.

ELECTRONIC GIVING: Give + 5 Tools for Giving
(brochure with more information is located in the pew)
1. Give+ Mobile App
2. Give+ Text by texting 763.324.9754
3. Give+ Online through our webpage: www.mtolive-anoka.org/online-giving.html
4. Give+ at the Welcome Desk
5. Give+ Simply Giving (as it has been available all this time)
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Where do you turn when the world around you grows dark? We will study the Gospel of John,
and with Dr. Tony Evans encourages us to turn to Christ by reminding us of the two purposes
for the beloved disciple’s book - that we would believe in Jesus and find life in His name.
Despite what our culture may argue, there is only one hope that is truly trustworthy and that is
our Savior, Jesus Christ. So join us in Cana Hall at 9:00 AM for this twelve-session series that
will draw you into the essential truths of our faith and the life found in our King Jesus.

Operation Christmas Child DRIVE-THU Drop-off
At Mount Olive
Mount Olive is again partnering with Samaritans Purse for
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD.
The plan is to collect shoebox gifts to reach an additional 11
million children in more than 100 countries. Each gift includes
a Jesus message for a child.
We have OCC shoeboxes for Mount Olive friends and family
that want to fill a box. Last year Mount Olive collected over
1,500 shoeboxes. Thanks to all who helped. We would love to receive more boxes this year, possibly
2,000 shoeboxes! If you would prefer to not fill a whole box, you are welcome to bring in individual
items.

Collection Week:

November 16-23

WITNESS

For more information contact:
Mary Scarborough 612.867.7783

November 16-19
5:00 - 7:00 PM
November 20
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
November 21
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
5:00 - 7:00 PM

Build your shoebox ONLINE
without leaving the comfort of
your home. Head on over to
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/
and click the green box, “Start
Packing.”

November 22
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
November 23
10:00 AM—12:00 PM
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Mount Olive Early Childhood Center conducted a safe Drive-by Dress-up Parade
for school families Sunday, October 25. The staff dressed up, braved cold temps
and snowy weather and lined the lower parking lot carrying treats. Families
dressed up their kids and drove through our parking lot to
receive treats.
We were also joined by the Anoka Ambassadors.
It was a great event! Thanks to anyone who donated treats!

“Fire Fighter John” came to visit! He is Mrs. Heather’s husband! We watched
him put his gear on Mrs. Heather and got to feel how heavy his coat and tank
were. He also gave us fire fighter hats and stickers!

PRESCHOOL

Mount Olive Christian Early Childhood Center

For more information
please contact:
Linda Stroming
Preschool Director
763.421.7156 x 109
Linda@mtolive-anoka.org
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Sunday School
Carol Kietzman

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL
All ages through 6th grade meet in the Family Center

YOUTH

Join us at 9:00 AM each Sunday

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on November 29
Jesus is both fully God and fully human. Philippians 2:6-8 tells us that Jesus set
aside His Godly advantages, His privileges of being God and took on the status of a
slave. He became human.
Our families have been listening, acting, crafting, memorizing, singing and a whole
lot more. We have learned that Jesus is God and that Jesus was a child just like us!
We heard how His parents took Him to the temple.

We thanked our parents for bringing us to church so we can learn about Jesus!

The Gospel Project
Sunday School and Bible Study
Our November lessons continue with the theme of Jesus the Messiah.
Our Big Picture Question is: Why did Jesus become human?
Jesus became human to obey His Father’s plan and rescue sinners.
Through His perfect obedience and sacrifice, we are justified.
Our broken relationship with God is made right!

For more information
please contact:

November Memory Gem

Carol Kietzman
Director of Children’s
Ministries
763.421.7156 x 107
carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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Confirmation - 5th through 8th Grade
Carol Kietzman
Sunday Morning 9:00 AM
5-6 meet in the Family Center for Family Sunday School
7-8 meet in the Senior Youth Room

theme was Live the Victory. Fourteen of our youth and
four leaders had a great time meeting two other
churches from the MN South District. We spent all our time outside including
Bible study, games & eating. It was so great to watch the kids being kids!

YOUTH

Camp Omega hosted a Junior High Recharge. The

For more information
please contact:
Carol Kietzman
Director of Children’s
Ministries
763.421.7156 x 107
carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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Senior High Youth
By Alex Irwin

YOUTH

Wednesday Nights

For more information
please contact:
Alex Irwin
Director of Christian
Education
763.421.7156 x 126
alexi@mtolive-anoka.org

In October, we completed discussions on being members
within the Body of Christ by talking about our giftedness
and started discussing our unshakable identity in Christ.
In November, we will continue spending time learning
about how God called people to do His work throughout
the Bible and how He uniquely prepares us to do the
same today.

Sunday Mornings
How can anybody not enjoy celebrating Christmas
in October? We started the month by discussing
Jesus’ birth and spent the rest of the month
exploring the few Biblical accounts from His
childhood. In November, we will be learning about
the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, starting with His
baptism. It’s been a great joy having these
discussions with our Junior and Senior High
students. I look forward to our continued
opportunity to grow in faith and love in November.

Sunday Lessons (9:00 AM Start)

Wednesday Lessons (6:30 PM Start)

11/1 - Jesus is Baptized

11/4 - Unshakable ID in Christ - Bezalel

11/8 - Jesus is Tempted

11/11 - Unshakable ID in Christ - Jonathan

11/15 - Jesus Calls His Disciples

11/18 - Unshakable ID in Christ - Elisha

11/22 - Jesus Reveals His Power

11/25 - No Lesson - Thanksgiving Break

11/29 - No Lesson - Thanksgiving Break
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Alex Irwin

Preschool Parent Connection
November 10 and 12 starting at 9:30 AM, we will have another chance for parents of
preschooler at Mount Olive and in Anoka to connect with each other. All parents of
preschoolers are welcome to join us. We will spread out in the Coffee Shop area and ask
participants to mask up, when they are not drinking coffee, as long as the statewide mask
mandate is in place. Pick one day or come to both for some coffee and conversation. See
you then!
Childcare will be available. Please email Alex, alexi@mtolive-anoka.org, to let him know
the ages of your children that will be present, so we can staff appropriately.

New Young Adult Small Groups
On October 24, we had a small group of five turnout for Lunch and Launch. We decided to
move forward with our first regular meeting on November 29 at 1:00 PM. We will
be meeting at Alex’s apartment, 7700 Sunwood Dr., Ramsey. Light refreshments, football
and good conversations will be available for any of our young adults between the ages 18
and 30 that are interested in connecting more deeply with other young adults in our
church community.
Please contact Alex by email, alexi@mtolive-anoka.org, if you are interested in more
information concerning Young Adult groups or would like to receive information
concerning small groups and events in the future.

Pray for our College Age Adults!
In November, we want to encourage everyone to especially remember the following
18-23 year olds that are part of our Life at a Crossroads ministry. If you would be
interested in praying for these individuals with a small group of other supportive
youth and adults, please contact Alex, alexi@mtolive-anoka.org. He is looking to setup
a monthly prayer group that lifts up this group of individuals starting in January of 2021.
Jacob Passe
Michael Huizenga
Erica Parvi
Cassie Jensen

Adam Christopherson
Abby Paulson
Rachel Mansk
Morgan Neuville

YOUNG ADULTS

Young Adults

For more information
please contact:
Alex Irwin
Director of Christian
Education
763-421-7156 x 126
alexi@mtolive-anoka.org

~ 11 ~

Mount Olive
NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
ANOKA, MINN
PERMIT 55

700 Western St.
Anoka, MN 55303
Phone: 763.421.3223
Fax: 763.576.9626
Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org
Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org

Change Service Requested

WORSHIP - Onsite Worship Hours:
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Devotional Worship)
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional Worship)
9:00 AM Educational Hour
10:00 AM (Contemporary Worship)
Online Worship:
Tune-in to our Live Sunday Worship
8:00 & 10:00 AM
Mount Olive Website:
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/

November 2020

YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka):
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka):
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

Upcoming Events
Wednesdays in October: Drive-Up/Carry-Out Meals 5:30-6:15 PM
November 10 & 12: Preschool Parent Connection
November 14/15: Communion during Worship
November 16-23: Operation Christmas Child Drop-off Dates
November 23-27: Meals on Wheels
November 25: Thanksgiving Eve ONLINE Worship
November 26-27: Church office closed for Thanksgiving
November 29: Young Adult Small Group
November 30: Christmas Decorating of Mount Olive (10:00 AM)
December 13: A Christmas Movie Event at Mount Olive
December 20: A Live Nativity

Hello
November!

