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Money and the Great Commission  
Dear Fellow Redeemed at Mount Olive: 

Greetings to you in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus! 

Jesus’ parting command to the church was: “Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20) Jesus was very direct and 
explicit with His mandate. There is no question as to where or with whom we 
are to share the Gospel. The love that God gives to us is to be shared by us 
with all people everywhere. He has given us our marching orders, and, in His 
strength, we can give ourselves fully to His work. 

Because God has chosen to use us as His tools to bring salvation to all people, 
we must use our lives and gifts to spread the “Good News.” Paul wrote, 
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through 
us.” (2 Corinthians 5:20)  One of the tools that God gives us to use in our 
mission of reaching out to others with the Gospel is our money.   

According to an old stewardship phrase, “Stewardship without mission is 
unnecessary and mission without stewardship is impossible.” Stewardship and 
mission are inseparable. The funding of the Great Commission needs to come 
from believers. The money which God entrusts to us has many purposes, and 
the funding of mission work is of first importance. Through the giving of our 
money, we show our obedience to Jesus’ command to reach out to all people. 
Paul wrote that, through our giving, we “test the sincerity of [our] love by 
comparing it with the earnestness of others.” (2 Corinthians 8:8) 

For nonbelievers and those who lack spiritual maturity, the giving of money is 
done begrudgingly out of a sense of obligation. By the grace of God, our 
attitude toward giving is a “want to” rather than a “got to” give. We view giving 
as a privilege and an opportunity to spread the Gospel through our money. Our 
giving expresses our gratitude for who God is and all that He has done for 
through His Son.   

Through faith, we hold onto our money loosely and then are privileged to 
experience the joy of giving as we give God our first and best. As Christians we 
understand that God has a claim on all that we have, so we willingly and 
cheerfully give our money to help all people hear of God’s love. Money is an 
important tool for God’s mission. Through our faithful giving, we are able to 
leverage our witnessing to all people.  

Note: Now I am truly aware that through the pandemic and all we have had to 
endure for over a year has affected you and your families in many ways. 
Perhaps it has affected your financial livelihood, and thus your giving to the 
mission and ministry of Mount Olive. 

But, as an “ambassador of Christ” here in this place, I want to encourage your 
continued giving and your continued stretching of your faith in the area of your 
financial stewardship so that we can continue to “make God’s appeal to all 
people.” 

May God truly bless you as you grow in the grace of giving. 

Connecting People to Jesus,                                                                                     

Pastor Jon 
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Pastor Jon Haakana 

763.421.7156 x 101 

jon@mtolive-anoka.org 

Sunday Sermon Series 

"WE ARE GATHERED HERE" 

“(Let us) not neglect to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near.” Heb. 
10:25 NIV  
Sundays Weekly Theme Readings 

May 2 Gather for Encouragement Hebrews 10:19-25; Matthew 24:4-13 

May 9  Gather for Rhythm  Acts 2:42-47; Matthew 6:9-13  

May 16 Gather for Strength Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; John 15:1-8  

May 23  Gather for Unity Psalm 133; Ephesians 4:1-6 

Communion - All Services 

COMMUNION PACKETS: Communion Sunday for 

this month is May 15/16. If you would like a 

communion package to enjoy communion  

while worshipping at home, please contact  

Gwen Seivert (gwen@mtolive-anoka.org or 

763.421.7156 x 110) to arrange a time for pick up.  

Worship Series at Mount Olive 

WORSHIP HELP NEEDED  

Commission of Elders: The Board of Elders currently has three openings. The Elder’s primary 

responsibilities include overseeing the worship life of the congregation and participating 

as Elder of the Day six or so weekends per year. The Elders also assist the pastors in 

member care. All male members 18 years and older are eligible. If you would like more 

information or would like to be considered for the position, please contact Jesse Jett. 

(jjsj5978@comcast.net or 763.422.4995)  

Usher Teams: We are in need of additional members to serve on an usher team at either 

the 8:00 or 10:00 AM service. Members currently on the usher list are being contacted by 

the Elders to see if they are still available to serve in this way. Main responsibilities at the 

present time include assisting members in finding a seat, handing out bulletins and other 

duties as assigned by the Elder of the Day.  

Altar Guild: During the pandemic and continuing through this summer, we celebrate Holy 

Communion on the third weekend each month at all services. We have been preparing 

communion packages picked up by members as they enter the Worship Center. We are 

in need of members who are willing to assist the Elders in preparing those communion 

packages on Sunday morning prior to 8:00 or the 10:00 AM service.  

Usher and/or Altar Guild: If you are interested in being a member of our Usher or Altar Guild 

teams, please contact Gwen Seivert. (gwen@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.3223) 

mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:gwen@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jjsj5978@comcast.net
mailto:gwen@mtolive-anoka.org
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Jan Block 

 
 
 
 
 

You’re Invited! 
50th Wedding  

Anniversary Party  
for  

Ed & Nancy 
Burns 

Sunday, May 16 

2:00 - 4:00 PM  
at Mount Olive  

Welcome Center 
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Next Meeting: Monday, May 10 at 7:00 PM in the Coffee Shop 

Mount Olive LWML 

Mission Donations for 2021 

Mites __________________________________ $1000 

Trinity First ______________________________ $100 

Lutheran Bible Translators _________________ $150 

Human Needs ____________________________ $500 

Wednesday Meals ________________________ $200 

Elementary Youth ________________________ $200 

Junior Youth ____________________________ $200 

Senior Youth ____________________________ $200 

Kitchen _________________________________ $150 

Impact Services (Meals on Wheels) _____________ $200 

 

Total _________________________________ $2900 

Mount Olive will once again join with River Oaks 

to host Night-to-Unite on August 3. We are looking 

for a team of volunteers to help assist carrying out 

this project.  

Sign-up by contacting: 

Jordanna Dombrovskis  

(Jordanna@mtolive-anoka.org)  

Stay Tuned! 
Virtual 5K Fundraiser 

 
Volunteers Wanted for planning and the Event 
 contact Penny Walsh (penandtony@gmail.com) 
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Work Ministry Focus - Stewardship 

By Pastor Jon Haakana  

“It is more blessed to give than to receive,” said St. Paul, quoting our Lord. (Acts 
20:35) How can this be?  

On one of many such occasions, Jesus and His disciples withdrew to a mountain by 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee. The crowds followed them, for the Lord had just 
showered upon them the gift of His teaching, the gift of His Word. But the day was 
waning; the sun was setting, and it was getting late. Looking upon the crowds, Jesus 
had compassion on them and asked, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these 
people may eat?” (John 6:5) Philip said that two hundred denarii (a day’s wages for 
two hundred men) could not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.  

But Andrew, Peter’s brother, brought a young boy forward, who had five barley 
loaves and two small fish. “But,” Andrew asked, “what are they for so many?”  
(John 6:9) Jesus replied, “Have the people sit down.” (John 6:10) 

Then Jesus, the Son of God, gave them a second gift, a gift from what only He could 
give - a gift from above. He took the bread and the fish, gave thanks, blessed them, 
and distributed them to the crowd. Then came the miracle. As these five loaves and 
two fish were given out, they multiplied. He fed the hungry crowd until they were all 
full. And there were twelve full baskets left over. 

But Jesus was not the only one who gave that day. There is one person who also 
gave from what he had. It was the boy with the five loaves and the two fish. All the 
others, including the boy, received the gift of a miraculous feast. And they would look 
back on it with wonder. But the boy, when he would look back on it, would look back 
and remember not just what he received. He would look back with wonder and 
delight when the Son of God made his gift into something miraculous. For it is more 
blessed to give than to receive.  

Our Lord does this for each of us. He presses our gifts, no matter how big or how 
small, into His service and works wonders with them. He provides through what we 
give: water for baptism, bread and wine for the Lord’s Supper, a man called and sent 
for the preaching of the Gospel and Absolution. He provides a building in which we 
can gather as His children, lights so that we might not gather in darkness. He 
provides funds for the care of the poor and struggling, for missionaries who preach 
and teach beyond our borders. He makes Christians, disciples of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ in our midst by bringing them to faith and nurturing them in that 
faith. He takes our gifts and turns them into something miraculous.  

Our Lord continues to work financial miracles 
at Mount Olive, especially now during this 
pandemic when attendance and giving have 
suffered. But, God continues to work the 
miracle of faith in the hearts of God’s people 
here. 

Indeed, it is more blessed to give than to 
receive. Thus we give. We give of what we 
have. And the Lord works His wonders. 
Thanks be to God! 

Vision  

Assembly 
Mount Olive  

Lutheran Church 

Sunday, June 6, 2021  

11:00 AM 

  
  

 W
O

R
K

 



 ~ 5 ~ 

 

W
O

R
K

 

To provide space and flexibility for current and future use of 

the Family Center, we will be removing the remaining pews. 

There are TWO pews available in the Family Center.  They 

are all 13 ft. 9 in. long. If you or someone you know would 

like one or more of the pews for your home or cabin, please 

contact Todd DeMarais. (todd@mtolive-anoka.org) 

Family Center Pews 

Seeking Director for Mount Olive Early Childhood Center 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Anoka, 

Minnesota is seeking a full-time director for its 

Mount Olive Early Childhood Center. The primary 

purpose of this position would be to work with 

school staff to maintain an ongoing program of 

Christian education for preschool children and 

their families. 

This position would require a current early 

childhood teaching license, and the director 

would be asked to teach at least one early childhood class. 

For a job description, click here if you are seeing this digitally or request one 

by emailing mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org. 

Anyone interested in this position, please submit a resume with at least two 

references to jon@mtolive-anoka.org. Interviews will begin the week of  

April 19, 2021. Thank you. 

From the Human Relations Team 

Trustees Ministry Meeting—May 4 @ 3:00 PM 

Thank the Lord for our Trustees Ministry who keeps our building 

inviting not only to our members but to our visitors as well. 

The role of the Trustees is to help maintain the appearance and 

functionality of the structural facility (church building) of Mount 

Olive. 

The Trustees Ministry works hand in hand with the custodians and 

staff to present Mount Olive in a God-pleasing and attractive manner. And we 

have fun doing it! 

If you are unable to make the meetings but would like to be involved, please 

contact Bob Antoine or Todd DeMarais. 

Join the Team! Contact Bob Antoine (763.784.6752) 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d9/d9c3e88e-eced-4fa5-9549-8df079607dfd/documents/Pre-school_Director_Job_Description_2021.pdf
mailto:brenda@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
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Bible Study Opportunities 

By Pastor Randy Stroming 
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Pastor Randy Stroming 

763.421.7156 x 102 
Randy@mtolive-anoka.org 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 

Cana Hall Adult Bible Study: “Becoming 
Emotionally Whole,” by Charles Stanley will 
continue through the end of May in Cana Hall 
at 9:00 AM.  

 

 

 

WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDIES 

In-The-Word: Please join us each Wednesday at 7:00 PM. The Bible study will 
continue through May 16. The study facilitator is Jim Rootes. 

Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study meets on Tuesdays at 4:00 PM on Zoom 
for an hour. Contact Karen Albu (763.432.7652) for more information and for Zoom 
links. 

Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our women's Bible study is still 
meeting and supporting each other in our quest for a closer relationship with our Lord 
and Savior. We meet online with Zoom or simply on a group phone call from 6:00 - 
7:00 AM. We are studying, “Bless these Lips - 40 Days of Spiritual Renewal” by Sharla 
Fritz. We would love to have you join us, contact Paulette Lenz at 
mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: First Place meets online on Thursdays 
from 7:00 - 8:30 PM. Please contact Janet Orrick (763.323.0939) if you are interested. 

Men’s Group 

Brews and Good News – Join us on the 1st & 3rd 
Thursdays of each month for a social gathering of men. 
We are beginning to meet in person! Stay tuned for an 
email of the location of the upcoming gathering. If you are 
not receiving the emails and would like to, please contact 
Brenda. (763.421.7156 x 103 or  

Devotion/Lord’s Supper  

at River Oaks with Pastor Randy 

(1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month) 

MAY 4 & MAY 18  

mailto:Randy@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
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Cari Watkins 

Preschool 

763.421.7156 x 109 

cari@mtolive-anoka.org 

Mount Olive Preschool is taking registrations for the 2021-22 School Year. We still 
have some openings in our 3-4 year old classes, Junior Kindergarten class, and Books 
Are Fun class! Visit our website (www.mtolive-anoka.org) or call the school office 
(763.421.9048) for more information! 

Here’s a peek into a typical day at Mount Olive Preschool:   

 

  

  

mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
http://www.mtolive-anoka.org
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmtolive-anoka.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR20XAhjz1gqvCn0pzD-GYOkEY3Znx9GjZm9Iv7_67NGeN29PFtS44JPezU&h=AT019VQtLOe0PjyECaoapcDo8iOkaww940vMogYL79dVbCnVA50zr6tQa_g35S6FRFOocmi2Cf__fASnUPqDHIHw5aJFR8TkXVXiAdlO0IRPLmE6Kw0Lnbh
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Vacation Bible School 

All Aboard for Fun at  
2021 Vacation Bible School 

Rocky Railway 
Jesus’ Power Pulls us Through 

June 28–July 1, 2021 
$20 per/student 

Beginning June 7 - $25 per/student 
 

You might recognize this theme from last summer but we never had a 

chance to explore what God has for us to learn on Rocky Railway.  
We are so excited to come together, sing, play and learn about how 

Jesus’ power helps us do hard things and gives us hope. What a 
perfect message for children and families! 

 

Registration Is NOW OPEN! 
Watch for the Information Table in the Welcome Center at the beginning 

of May to register and sign up for your spot as a volunteer!  

Contact Carol Kietzman for more information.  

carol@mtolive-anoka.org  

Register:  https://vbspro.events/p/events/61a278  
or https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/youth/vacation-bible-school  

Donations needed: Large 
cardboard barrels and boxes 

to make a train for the 
Welcome Center. 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Vacation%20Bible%20School
https://vbspro.events/p/events/61a278
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/youth/vacation-bible-school
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Youth & Family               

Junior Youth/Confirmation 

End of the year Family Picnic May 26 
Sunday School, Junior Youth & Senior Youth 
In the past, our end of the year picnic included a potluck 

style meal. We will be doing things differently this year and 
providing meals from Chick-Fil-A.  

For that reason, we would appreciate if each family emailed 
Carol or Alex with a RSVP if they intend to be present and 

participate in the meal. Please include your family’s last name 
and the number of people from your household attending. 

Meet at Mississippi River Park from 5:30– 7:00 PM 
2751 Cutters Grove Cir, Anoka, MN 55303  

What a great way to build relationships with other  

Mount Olive families!! 

8th graders have finished their Confirmation instruction and will affirm their 
faith in our Confirmation Service, Saturday, May 1 at 5:30 PM. 
  
Union Biel Lucas Dahlberg Zander Davis 
Olyvia Foth Sam Kuehne Sam Naber 
Ava Oblinger Genevieve Rucks Noah Schlueter 
Aidan Solie Lukas Squier Peyton Swenson 
Anja Western. 
 
Please continue to pray for them and their growing faith. 

 Mount Olive Junior Youth  

Grades 6-8 

2021 Servant Event 

The Wilderness Fellowship 

Frederic,  WI 

Mon, July 19—Thurs, July 22 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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Outdoor Youth Group 
On Wednesday, May 19, Senior High Youth will take place outside, weather permitting. 

We will meet in the lower parking lot. Youth are encouraged to bring lawn chairs if they 

can, otherwise we have folding chairs available for anybody that cannot bring their own.  

I am excited to meet outdoors again now that it is warming up and staying lighter later in 

the evening. There is a different energy and enthusiasm to this group when we meet 

outdoors. It will be a great way to close out the education season, and get us thinking 

about how we can continue to gather in small yet meaningful ways over the summer. 
 

Celebrate The Class of 2021 
Sunday, May 16, we will be celebrating the Senior Class of 2021 and everyone is invited to 

join us! Last year’s drive-thru style celebration went so well that we are giving it a sequel. 

The seniors and their families will setup person tailgate displays in the upper parking lot, 

and the congregation will be welcome to drive-thru and congratulate them from 4:00 PM-

5:00 PM. Senior high youth and families should have there eyes open for more detailed 

information about the evenings youth specific festivities, which you will receive from 

myself or Penny at a later date in the not so distant future. 
 

End of the Year Party 
Wednesday, May 26, all Senior High Youth students and families are welcome to celebrate 

the end of a challenging yet successful end to the education year. On May 26, we will be 

having a picnic at Mississippi River Community Park (2751 Cutters Grove Circle, Anoka) 

starting at 5:30 PM. The other families in our education ministries and church leadership 

teams will be joining us in this celebration. Everyone in attendance will be able to enjoy a 

laid back, community focused evening. 
 

In the past, our end of the year picnic included a potluck style meal. We will be doing 

things differently this year and providing boxed meals from Chick-Fil-A. For that reason, 

we would appreciate if each family emailed myself or Carol (carol@mtolive-anoka.org) 

with a RSVP if they intend to be present and participate in the meal. Please include your 

family’s last name, the number of people from your household attending and if you have a 

strong preference for a chicken sandwich or nuggets. Your RSVP is NOT an order. 

Indicating a strong preference lets us know you have animosity toward the other option 

which will be helpful knowledge in the meal distribution process. 

Youth Ministry 

By Alex Irwin 
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763.421.7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Sunday Lessons (9:00 AM Start) Wednesday Lessons (6:30 PM Start) 

5/2—Jesus Commissions His Disciples 5/5—The Seven Languages 

5/9—Jesus Tells the Kingdom Parables 5/12—Senior Celebration Part 1 

5/16—Jesus Teaches Difficult Truths 5/19—Changing Seasons 

5/23—Jesus Raises Lazarus 5/26—End of the Year Party! 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763-421-7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

Young Adults 

 Alex Irwin 

 

This summer, all of our young adults are invited to join us for a summer of celebrations. 

We are celebrating college students returning to town (May), the class of 2021 (June), 

freedom (July) and a bright future (August). Each celebration will include free food and 

fellowship. Regardless of who or what we are celebrating, all young adults (18-30) are 

welcome to join us as we continue to grow as a community of friends and family in faith. 

Come to reconnect with old friends, make new ones and learn more about other Young 

Adult Ministry activities and opportunities that we plan to host the rest of the summer and 

beyond. 

 

There will be a RSVP contact for each event. It is helpful to receive RSVPs for the sake of 

meal preparations and food ordering, but RSVPs are not required. We know how the 

schedules of most young adults can be everchanging.  

 

Pray for our Young Adults! 
Join us in prayer, May 25 at 5:00 PM in the Coffee Shop area to pray for our High School 

graduates in the class of 2021. If you cannot join us in May, please email Alex if you would 

like information about future prayer events or to discuss other ways you can help support 

our young adults. In May, we want to encourage everyone to especially remember our 

confirmands, who will be affirming their baptismal faith on May 1. Please join us in lifting 

up these young men and women as they take the next steps in their walks with Christ. 

 

Union Biel  Lucas Dahlberg 

Zander Davis  Olyvia Foth 

Sam Kuehne  Sam Naber 

Ava Oblinger  Genevieve Rucks 

Noah Schlueter Aidan Solie 

Lukas Squier  Peyton Swenson 

Anja Western 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family


WORSHIP - Onsite Worship Hours: 
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Devotional Worship) 
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional Worship) 

  9:00 AM Educational Hour 
10:00 AM (Contemporary Worship) 
 

Online Worship:  
Tune-in to our Live Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

 

Mount Olive Website: 
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/  
 
YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka): 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 
 

Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka): 
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 

Upcoming Events 
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Anoka, MN 55303 

Phone: 763.421.3223 
Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 
Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  

Wednesdays: Midweek Drive Thru Meals 5:30 - 6:15 PM 

May 1: Confirmation Service 

May 4: Trustees Meeting 

May 4 & 18: Devotion/Lord’s Supper at River Oaks 

May 6: National Day of Prayer - Mount Olive Prayer Walk 

May 10-14: Meals on Wheels 

May 16: Senior Class of 2021 Drive-thru Celebration 

May 31: Memorial Day - Church Offices Closed 

June 6: Vision Assembly 

June 28 - July 1: VBS 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

