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 “It’s Just Not the Same...Yet” 

Well, Easter has come and gone, but it just wasn’t the same, was it? No Easter fanfare, 
no Easter breakfast, no Easter greetings and hugs. It just wasn’t the same! And yet, 
thanks be to God and the gift of technology, that we are still able to worship together in 
our homes, in a shelter-in-place kind of way. I pray you have been able to join us each 
week as we continue to bring you God’s Word of hope and peace! You can find our 
services each week beginning at 8:00 AM on Sundays on our website  
(www.mtolive-anoka.org), on our Facebook and Instagram pages (Mount Olive), and on 
our new YouTube channel (Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka). 

We are in the midst of a series entitled, “Easter Challenge 2020.” It’s about living out the 
victory of Easter in our everyday lives and proclaiming our risen Lord, yet in a different 
way due to the current pandemic we find ourselves in. The first week we proclaimed: 
These are unprecedented times, filled with uncertainty and fear. The way we meet 
together as a church has changed, but we will persevere. Because the Church is not a 
building. It is not brick and mortar. It is the body of Christ. It is all of us, honoring God, no 
matter our circumstance. Any place, any time, any day...We are still the Church! But, as 
I also have been saying, “I believe this pandemic which is keeping us apart, will bring us 
closer together as a church family.” May that be our prayer! 

I would also encourage each of you to use this time to draw closer to Your God and 
Savior. Besides joining us for online worship, I will encourage you to pray and spend 
time in devotion each and every day. Please read my article, “Worship At Home” in this 
newsletter. In the article, I talk about creating a sacred space or sanctuary (a place of 
refuge) in your home during the pandemic to enable your devotion, study, meditation 
and worship time. 

A few May announcements: 

 Our Confirmation service scheduled for May 2 has been postponed until Fall 2020. 
Watch for further details. 

 Our recognition and celebration for Linda Stroming for her retirement as Director of 
the Mount Olive Early Childhood Center, scheduled for Sunday, May 17 has also 
been postponed until Fall 2020. Watch for further details. 

 I will continue to bring you weekly updates through Facebook Live on our Mount 
Olive Facebook page at 1:00 PM on Thursdays. 

How we gather together has changed, but our call has not. We are still on mission, even 
though we are separated from one another. We are called to love our neighbor and give 
of our time and resources. We are still the body of Christ, called to be a light to the 
world, a city on a hill which cannot be hidden. Today, in the midst of fear, let us stand on 
the power of our risen Savior and live to love people to Christ! 

 

Connecting People to Jesus, 

Pastor Jon 

http://www.mtolive-anoka.org
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Sermon Series: The Easter Challenge 

Pastor Jon Haakana 

The Easter Challenge 2020 Continues... 
Theme Verse: “I want to know Christ – yes, to know the power of His resurrection…”  

(Philippians 3:10a NIV) 

May 3  
Theme: “Easter Challenge: The Mission” 2 Corinthians 5:6-15; Matthew 25:31-40 
 
May 10  

Theme: “Easter Challenge: The Journey”  Acts 9:1-6; John 18:25-27, 21:15-17 

Worship At Home  
by Pastor Jon Haakana 

Worshipping at home, as we attempt to 
keep ourselves and others safe, is a new 
experience for us. Participating in the 
weekend and special worship services 
keeps us connected with our church family 
and gives us spiritual strength. To prepare 
for and support your times of worship 
during quarantine, you may want to create 
a sacred space or sanctuary (a place of 

refuge), to provide focus during worship and other times of prayer or devotional reading. 

Will you worship in your living area with a computer screen on the coffee table, in your 
home office or perhaps the kitchen table with your smartphone? Choose the regular place 
where it will be best for you to worship and find a small location nearby that can serve as 
your sacred space or sanctuary.  

Do you have a cross, a photograph, or a collection of shells or driftwood or rocks that have 
meaning for you? Walk through your home and gather those simple objects that now or 
through the years have drawn you into spiritual reflection. Then, add a candle and your 
Bible or prayer or devotion book (e.g. Portals of Prayer). You might use a cloth napkin to 
spread out and define this designated area. 

When you are opening or closing your day with a prayer or seeking solace with a Psalm or 

scripture passage, use your designated space as you would a sanctuary, entering and 

expecting to pause, pray, and ponder. Prior to joining virtually for worship, arrive at your 

sacred space, light your candle, and spend time meditating to prepare, just as you would 

in the sanctuary. We will be back in our sanctuary one day, but for now, just as Abraham 

did, let’s build a sacred place where we are camping. 
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Mount Olive Christian Early Childhood center continues to conduct distance learning 
for our preschool families. Each day the teachers are posting video sessions on closed 
Facebook pages for their students. Teachers and aides are reading stories, 
conducting science projects or developing large motor activities for children to do at 
home with their families. On May 4, we will conduct our 3rd and final (for 2019-20) 
drive-by curriculum packet pick up. Check out our Facebook page for more info - 
search for “Mount Olive Christian Early Childhood Center”. 
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Pondering Thoughts During this Pandemic 

Pastor Randy 
Is this for Real? Is this really happening? 

It seems surreal, unreal, even weird. But it’s real. This is real and as we live life in the 
midst of it all, how do we survive it to the fullest? During this time of confusion and 
chaos my mind wanders into what is right, what is wrong. What is correct information 
and what adds to the pandemic? My heart begins to ache and be troubled. The 
words of Jesus jumped out at me as I was falling into this vicious pattern the other 
day. “Let not your hearts be troubled.” (John 14:1) These are well known words of 
Jesus.  

Let’s focus for a moment on the background to these words of Jesus. He was getting 
ready to leave His disciples. He knew that this would be hard on them. He was going 
to be betrayed and denied and crucified on a cross. This was going to wrench them 
to their souls and bury their hopes.  

What is on Jesus’ mind is not how He will cope through all of this but how they will 
cope through all of this. It is the trouble in their minds that concerns Jesus. So He 
addresses them with soothing words to remember when they see Him hanging on a 
cross. This is where God leads us when we cannot cope nor understand and have 
fear. 

“Trust in me, trust only in me.” Don’t ask God to take it away but to help us through it. 
It will build our character. Our Christ-like character becomes more and more like Him.  

We find the disciples after the resurrection experiencing much the same that we are 
today. In an upper room, behind closed doors in self-imposed isolation. They are in a 
state of fear and flux; chaos and indifference; lost and powerless. Jesus is about to 
appear to continue to share the message of the cross and the transformation that is 
now at hand, for them and for us.  

What do we need more than anything right now today in the middle of this 
pandemic? His peace! Today, Jesus shares His Peace with us. Is Jesus’ presence 
with us now? Yes, by faith He is with us to give us Peace and comfort and focus. He 
is risen and alive. He is real for us. He is the one who is real in His presence with us 
as the Way, the Truth and the Life. (John 14:6) 

Rather than feeding our fears, He wants us to feed our faith and share and live in His 
peace. The peace that passes our human understanding…to keep our hearts and 
mind; in true faith to life everlasting.  

God meet us right where we need to be met. 

He calls to us personally…to come close to Him in His Word and receive His Grace 
His Peace, and His Purpose in His Power…In Jesus.  

 

Peace and Health in Jesus,  

 

Pastor Randy  
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Life Bible Study Updates 

Below is some information that you may deem helpful during this time of “social distancing.” If your study is not 
listed below, please check with your Bible study leader on what the exact plan is for your study.  

Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study: Once we are back to normal scheduling, we will be continuing 
our video driven Bible study called “The Patriarchs”. Contact Karen Albu at 763.432.7652 or 763.226.4495 
(text only) or Chris Schomburg at ChrisSchomburg@gmail.com for more information. 

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study will continue to Zoom until we are able to meet once again at 
church. Anyone interested in a health-focused Bible study, please call Janet Orrick at 763.323.0939 or 
janet.orrick@yahoo.com. 

The Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible study has been staying in touch via texting. We are now starting 
to use Zoom as we begin a new study on the life of Joseph, “Finding God Faithful” by Kelly Mitner. Because of 
the quarantine, Kelly Mitner is making her video for this series available for free online - we are going to take 
advantage of that. If you’d like to join us, contact Paulette Lenz at mp.lenz@gmail.com.  

Romans - A Detailed Study on Sunday Mornings: This Bible study will be held during the Sunday morning 
Education Hour once our schedule gets back to normal. If you have any questions, please contact Jim Roots 
(farmalldork@gmail.com.) 
 

Why should we study Romans? It is because we need to understand:  

 What  it means to follow Christ. 

 How a person is redeemed, transformed, sealed and sanctified in order to stand before God on 
judgement day. 

 How salvation is received by grace. 

 How it articulates the foundation of the Christian belief; the benchmark of Christian truth. 

 How Romans was the turning point for Martin Luther—faith alone justifies. 
 

Martin Luther states:  

“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest Gospel. It is worthy not 
only of every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he should occupy himself 
with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the 
more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”  

Word Ministry Focus - Life + 
Pastor Randy Stroming 

WORSHIP SERVICES During our NEW NORMAL 
 

Do you or know someone who is unable to view the worship services online?  

See below for a couple of options: 

QCTV CABLE TV CHANNEL 15 for the cities of Anoka, Andover, Champlin and 

Ramsey on Sundays at 6:30 AM and 12:00 PM. Services aired are from the 

previous week. 

WORSHIP SERVICES ON DVD: Please call Brenda Schwarz at 763.421.7156 x 103 if you 

or someone you know is unable to view the worship services online. A DVD can 

be mailed to you later in the week.  

DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO THE INTERNET BUT STILL HAVING ISSUES? Try clicking on 

one of these links below. Still have a question, call Brenda Schwarz at 

763.421.7156 x 103 for some instructions. 

Mount Olive Website: https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/  

YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 

Facebook (a Facebook account is required):  

https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 

mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/
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Greetings in the name of the Risen Lord Jesus 

I pray that all is well with you and your household. I know this is a very different time to live life 
and live it to the fullest. The important thing during this time is to stay connected as much as 
possible and stay connected to God’s Word. For such a time as this, we use technology to stay 

in God’s Word and Bible study to stay strong and keep our focus and heart on Jesus. 

Satan is going to try to use this time to tempt us to feed our fears. Rather than feeding our 

fears and anxiety, let’s feed our faith. Let’s be strong in the Lord. Let’s stay connected. 
 

I have a RightNow Media Bible study that I would like to invite you to watch. 

 

Watch the trailer: https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/394369 

OVERCOMING ANXIETY 

(RightNow Media: www.rightnowmedia.org) 

In this four-part series, Jonathan Pokluda 
speaks words of comfort and wisdom, to help 
Christians navigate the areas of life  
COVID-19 is affecting. During this series 
you'll be encouraged in how to overcome 
anxiety in these troubling days and explore 
ways you can remain faithful to God and to 

others. 

Session 1  

Anxiety about the uncontrollable 

Session 2  

Anxiety about the economy 

Session 3  

Anxiety about isolation 

Session 4  

Anxiety when the church can’t meet 

Watch it with those in your household or invite others to join you by connecting through Zoom 

or other online meeting avenues to discuss and read scripture and pray together. 
  

For any questions, please contact Pastor Randy (randy@mtolive-anoka.org). 

If you have not previously accepted the free invite for RightNow Media,  
please contact Linda (linda@mtolive-anoka.org) or Brenda                               

(Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org) for an invite to get you on your way to this Bible 

study along with so many others for adults and children. 

Word Ministry Focus - RightNow Media 
Pastor Randy Stroming 
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https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/394369
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/394369
http://www.rightnowmedia.org
mailto:randy@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:linda@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org
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Stewardship               Pastor Jon Haakana 

Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. "For I have given you an example, 
that you also should do just as I have done to you." (John 13:15) We cannot give our 
lives for the salvation of the world, of course. Praise God – that job’s already done! 

But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ 
example of generous giving. And this is not merely an example alone. It’s also our 
Lord’s command. “The one who contributes, (let him give) in generosity.”  
(Romans 12:8) 

So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the 
Lord, we should strive to heed His command and follow the pattern He has 
established for us. Jesus did not give us leftovers. He gave His best. So, we should 
not give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus did not 
give as an afterthought, but according to the plan of salvation God established from 
the foundation of the world. 

So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to 
give generously, in proportion to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian 
Christians, who gave according to their ability – and even beyond their ability  
(2 Corinthians 8:3) – we can and should give a generous portion of the income that 
God provides us to honor the Lord. 

So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no 
compulsion involved in our works of love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we 
give grudgingly. We should give freely and cheerfully because we want to give out of 
thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says.  
(2 Corinthians 9:7) There is no New Testament ceremonial law involved here. 
Rather, we are free to give as generously as our Savior has given for us. 

In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him 
and for our neighbor. Genuine love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such 
as Jesus showed us all. It is love that sees our neighbor in need and gives 
generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what it 
says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without love, our giving is not 
truly following Jesus. 

Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the 
Lord and support His gospel ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel 
gave generously for the service of God’s gospel purposes, to construct and support 
the operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where the Lord received the 
Old Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His 
people. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly that they had to be told to stop 
giving. (Exodus 36:5-6) 

In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work of 
bestowing His gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation in our congregations through the 
preaching and teaching of His Word, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. We should 
support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and needy. 

Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with 
thankful hearts, rededicate ourselves to following Him in generosity. 

Mail in your offering to:  

 Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 700 Western Street, Anoka, MN 55303 

Give online: Your weekly offerings can be made through GivePlus+ through our website or text. 

www.mtolive-anoka.org/resources/online-giving  

 or text donation amount to 763.324.9754 (follow prompts.) 

Use Simply Giving to set up automatic monthly or weekly giving: 

For information on Simply Giving and to register, please email Monica at 

monica@mtolive-anoka.org, or John Peters at zeke3613@aol.com.  

Thank you for your continued faithfulness. 

mailto:monica@mtolive-anoka.org
http://www.mtolive-anoka.org/online-giving.html
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Time for Fun 

1. Too funny for words  
2. Tip of the iceberg  
3. You win some, you lose some  
4. Domino  
5. West Indies  
6. One if by land, two if by sea  
7. Day in, day out  
8. An afterthought  
9. What’s black and white and red 

all over?  
10. Robin Hood  
11. Life after death  
12. Sitting on top of the world  
13. A cut above the rest  

14. Ten pounds over weight  
15. Crossfire  
16. Cryin’ Shame  
17. Who’s in charge?  
18. Tuna Fish  
19. Hole in one  
20. Long Underwear  
21. No U turn  
22. A pair of pants  
23. Go for it  
24. Someone’s following me  
25. Toucans  
26. Count on us  
27. Skate on thin ice  

28. Men out of work  
29. Bigfoot  
30. Middle C  
31. Go up in smoke  
32. Take a step backwards  
33. Ambiguous (am BIG-U ous)  
34. H2O (h to o)  
35. Beaten Black and Blue  
36. Tuesday  
37. Singing in the Rain  
38. Broken Promise  
39. Head over heels in love  
40. Half Hearted  Answers to puzzles  
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 Vacation Bible School 
Carol Kietzman 
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All Aboard for Fun at  
2020 Vacation Bible School 

Rocky Railway 
Jesus’ Power Pulls us Through 

 
With our “Stay at Home” directive in place, it will not be possible to have 

our normal Vacation Bible School during the originally planned dates. 
 

We will be offering a VBS in Your Home packet in June  
and God willing, set a date for onsite VBS for late summer or early fall. 

 
Our planning team will be hard at work to provide you with a great  

Vacation Bible School experience for your family! 
 

 
Contact Carol Kietzman for more information.  

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 
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Youth & Family                  Carol Kietzman 

Junior Youth 

We had a Zoom Pet Show and had quite a variety of dogs, cats, a rabbit 
and a hamster. BEST PET SHOW EVER!! No fights, no runaways, no 
accidents! Every one also came with a Bible verse about animals. 
There were no two verses alike! Dragons, things that fly and crawl, bears, 
and lots of verses about dogs.  

 
We ended with Psalm 23:1. 
Of course, we take care of our pets and give 
them food, water, and shelter.  
God does that for us, too. He gives us all that 
we need. But beyond the basics, He also gives 
us joy, comfort, peace and love. Jesus knows 
that right now we need all those things. We 
can trust Him to provide all we need! What a 
great Shepherd we have! 

Sunday School 
Sunday School is still available for all our 
Mount Olive families. 

Kids are able to watch familiar videos 
that are from the curriculum they have 
seen at church and work on activity 
sheets just like they are used too. 

They can also create crafts from easily 
available items found in their own homes. 

We are wrapping up our Old Testament 
lessons in May  with The Captives Come Home, Esther Saved Her People,  
and The Walls Rebuilt.  

I love how God is taking care of us even though we are not together.  

His lessons for us are very timely. 

Our Big Picture Question for this unit is: 

Q:  Who is in control of everything? 

A:    God is in control of everything in heaven and earth. 

And our Key Passage is 1 Peter 5:10-11. 

“And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you 
have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm 
and steadfast. To Him be the power for ever and ever. Amen” 

Mount Olive Junior Youth      Grades 6-8 

 
 

2020 Servant Event   The Wilderness Fellowship 

Frederic, WI       Monday, July 20—Thursday, July 23 

Contin
ue pra

ying th
at th

is event 

will 
go on as planned 
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Jr. Youth and Family:  

Sunday School  

Confirmation 

763-421-7156 x107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Penny Walsh 

Senior Youth: 

penandtony@gmail.com 

Senior Youth                       Penny Walsh 

 
Entry Fee: $25.00 

Kids Fun Run at 10:00 AM  
(Free-10 & under) 

We want to give everyone the opportunity to experience our 5th Annual Run2Grace 5K 
originally scheduled for Saturday, May 9! Because of Covid-19 and trying to maintain 
Social Distancing, we will be holding Run2Grace as a Virtual 5K. The goal of our race is 
still the same as it has always been: "This race is not only an opportunity for our youth 
and adults to fundraise for missions, but it is our way to outreach, help with wellness 
goals, and get out into your own communities during this time." 

Our Virtual Run2Grace consists of a 5k walk or run option. Run (or walk) a 5K  
(3.1 miles) the day on May 9. Sign up to run the virtual race at  
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/news-events/run2grace-5k-run and support  
Mount Olive Youth! 

By registering for our virtual 5K, you will receive a race T-shirt and a goodie bag.              

*Please note: Race t-shirts and goodie bags will be available the week after the race is 
complete, as we will order t-shirts when registration closes on May 8. We will announce 
this date on May 8, when we know when our t-shirt order will be complete. 

We will ask racers to submit photos/videos of themselves when they have completed the 
5K that will be compiled in a video on our race site:      

https://www.facebook.com/Run2Grace-5K-215648328906262/  
(or search Run2Grace 5K) 

Register for your virtual run/walk at:  
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/news-events/run2grace-5k-run  

Our Senior Youth have gotten into a groove, meeting virtually on Zoom, Facebook and 
Instagram Live! We are connecting weekly and are getting creative with ways that we can 
serve our community. On a beautiful Wednesday night in April, our youth followed social 
distancing rules and staggered a gathering to “chalk 
the lot” and unbeknown to us, residents at River 
Oaks we’re able to enjoy the work in progress and 
the final product!  

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
mailto:penandtony@gmail.com?subject=Senior%20Youth
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/news-events/run2grace-5k-run
https://www.facebook.com/Run2Grace-5K-215648328906262/
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/news-events/run2grace-5k-run


Upcoming Events 

Online Worship:  

Tune in Sundays at 8:00 AM 
 

Mount Olive Website: 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/  

 

YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka): 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 

 

Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka): 

https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 

700 Western St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

Phone: 763.421.3223 

Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 

Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  

April 27 - May 1: Meals on Wheels 

May 2: Confirmation - Postponed until Fall 

May 4: Preschool Drive-by Curriculum Packet Pick-up 

May 6: Staff Meeting & Plant Fundraiser Pick-up 

May 7, 14, 21, 28: Pastor’s Updates 

May 17: Summer Series Packet Pick-up  

(Tentative Carpool Communion) 

May 31: Summer Series: Beloved Heroes of the Faith 

July 20-23: Junior Youth Wilderness Servant Event 

 

 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

