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 “Lean On Me” 
 

There is a popular song written in 1972 by Bill Withers entitled, “Lean on Me.” It goes 
like this: “Sometimes in our lives, we all have pain, we all have sorrow; but if we are 
wise, we know that there's always tomorrow. Lean on me, when you're not strong, and 
I'll be your friend; I'll help you carry on.”  

This summer, we are going to look at the thirteen chapters of Paul’s Second Letter to 
the Church of Corinth over the thirteen weeks of summer (taking out July 4 and Labor 
Day weekend as they will have different themes). The theme of our summer series is 
“Lean on Me.”  As we look at the contents of Paul’s letter, we can almost hear God 
say, “Lean on Me,” or “Learn to lean on each other.” 

Circumstances at the Time of Writing 

After writing the 1st letter to the Corinthians, and sending it by the hand of Titus, Paul 
left Ephesus. He slowly made his way to Troas (preaching en route) where he had 
arranged to meet Titus on his return from Corinth. Here, Paul was greatly used by 
God. But the return of Titus was delayed. Paul was anxious to hear how his 1st letter 
was received. Fearing the worst, he crossed the Aegean Sea to meet up with Titus. 
Eventually they met at Philippi. 

Purpose of the Letter 

From Titus, Paul learned that his 1st letter had served its purpose. But Titus also told 
him of a new danger—Judaising teachers, armed with letters of introduction from the 
church at Jerusalem, had arrived at Corinth, preaching a different gospel, and 
denouncing the apostleship of Paul. A sect, hostile to Paul, began to grow rapidly. 
Paul wrote this 2nd letter (1) to explain why he had not yet been able to visit them; (2) 
to praise them for obeying instructions from his 1st letter; (3) to warn them against 
false teachers; and to vindicate his apostleship. 

Message 

The letter contains many brilliant and challenging metaphors, but its message appears 
to be two-fold. The two words we seem to see most frequently in the letter are 
‘comfort’ and ‘ministry.’ The study of these words reveal the message of the book.  

God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, is the “God of all comfort, who comforts us in 
all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God” (2 Cor. 1:3b-4 ESV). 

Paul recognizes that his ministry comes by “the mercy of God, so that we do not lose 
heart.” Paul and Titus also recognizes that the message they “proclaim is not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.”  

“Lean on Me” - A Study of Paul’s 2nd Letter to Corinth 

May 30  “Learning to Lean on God”   2 Corinthians 1:3-11 

June 6 “The Fragrance of God”   2 Corinthians 2:12-17 

June 13 “From Fear to Faith    2 Corinthians 3:1-18 

June 20 “Takes a Licking - Keeps on Ticking”  2 Corinthians 4:1, 5-18 

June 27 “Change of Residence”   2 Corinthians 5:1-10 

We hope you can join us throughout the summer as we lean into the 2nd letter of Paul 
to the Corinthians, and lean on God! 

Connecting People to Jesus, 

Pastor Jon 
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Pastor Jon Haakana 

763.421.7156 x 101 

jon@mtolive-anoka.org 

Summer Sunday Sermon Series 
“Lean on Me” – A Study of Paul’s 2

nd
 Letter to Corinth 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 

Sundays Weekly Theme Readings 

May 30 Learning to Lean on God 2 Corinthians 1:3-11; Mark 2:23-28  

June 6  The Fragrance of God  2 Corinthians 2:12-17; Mark 3:20-35  

June 13 From Fear to Faith  2 Corinthians 3:1-18; Mark 4:26-34  

June 20  Takes a Licking – Keeps on Ticking   

  2 Corinthians 4:1, 5-18; Mark 4:35-41  

June 27 Change of Residence  2 Corinthians 5:1-10; Mark 5:21-43  

COMMUNION - ALL SERVICES - JUNE 19/20 

Communion Sunday for this month is June 

19/20. If you would like a communion package 

to enjoy communion while worshipping at 

home, please contact Gwen Seivert 

(gwen@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.7156 x 

110) to arrange a time for pick up.  

Worship Series at Mount Olive 

WORSHIP HELP NEEDED  

Commission of Elders: The Board of Elders currently has three openings. The Elder’s primary 

responsibilities include overseeing the worship life of the congregation and participating 

as Elder of the Day six or so weekends per year. The Elders also assist the pastors in 

member care. All male members 18 years and older are eligible. If you would like more 

information or would like to be considered for the position, please contact Jesse Jett. 

(jjsj5978@comcast.net or 763.422.4995)  

Usher Teams: We are in need of additional members to serve on an usher team at either 

the 8:00 or 10:00 AM service. Members currently on the usher list are being contacted by 

the Elders to see if they are still available to serve in this way. Main responsibilities at the 

present time include assisting members in finding a seat, handing out bulletins and other 

duties as assigned by the Elder of the Day.  

Altar Guild: During the pandemic and continuing through this summer, we celebrate Holy 

Communion on the third weekend each month at all services. We have been preparing 

communion packages picked up by members as they enter the Worship Center. We are 

in need of members who are willing to assist the Elders in preparing those communion 

packages on Sunday morning prior to 8:00 or the 10:00 AM service.  

Usher and/or Altar Guild: If you are interested in being a member of our Usher or Altar Guild 

teams, please contact Gwen Seivert. (gwen@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.3223) 

mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:gwen@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jjsj5978@comcast.net
mailto:gwen@mtolive-anoka.org
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Next LWML WOMO Meeting:  
Monday, June 14 at 7:00 PM in the Coffee Shop 

Thank you for the faithful that are able to attend our LWML group. We learned more 

about the different mission grants support by our Mite boxes. We will meet again on 

June 14 at 7:00 PM.  

Our goal is to bring forth some ideas to encourage ladies and/or family groups to join 

us in some fun and interesting topics. If you have something you would like to add - 

join us on June 14! 

We will soon be opening activities and groups around the church. One thing that is a concern is 
our Funeral Committee and the social following each. There is a need in all areas of this group. 
After reading over the “needs” list, please prayerfully consider how you can help in this 
ministry. Needed areas are: 

 Chairperson 

 Co-Chairperson 

 Set-up 

 Purchasing and Delivering Supplies 

 Preparing Food 

 Baking a Cake 

 Serving (from buffet line) 

 Clean-up in Dining Area and Dishwashing 

 

Please return this to the Welcome Center with your name and how you’d like to help. We 
average about 7-8 funerals a year. We want to continue this ministry! 

 

Name:  _________________________________  

Email:  _________________________________  

Phone:  _________________________________  

Please Return to the Welcome Desk (Attention: Jan Block, Women of Mount Olive) 
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Mount Olive will once again join with River Oaks to host Night-to-Unite on 

August 3. We are looking for a team of volunteers to help assist carrying 

out this project.  

4 - bouncy house volunteers 

4 - food shelf helpers 

4 - game volunteers  

 

Sign-up by contacting: 

Jordanna Dombrovskis  

(Jordanna@mtolive-anoka.org)  

Mount Olive Stephen Ministers  

are Available for YOU! 

Three of our Stephen Ministers have availability for 

women who are having a difficult time for one 

reason or another. If you are interested in having 

a Stephen Minister reach out to you, please 

contact Dave Dawson at 763.257.3295. 

Stephen Ministers are lay congregation members 

trained to provide one-to-one care to those 

experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, 

divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or 

relocation. 

Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life, but they all share a passion for 

bringing Christ’s love and care to people during a time of need. 

Midweek Drive-Through Meals 

It has been a pleasure this last year serving meals to our community 

through the drive-thru mid-week meals program. On any given week, we 

serve anywhere from 45-70 meals. We've learned how to package meals 

to serve them efficiently for on-the-go eating! Now that the weather is 

getting warmer, people often go across the street and eat at the park 

together. Jerusha Davis, Ann Maik, Mary Schultz, and Penny Walsh have 

been sharing the 

responsibilities of 

planning, shopping, 

preparing and serving 

meals each week. We've 

had some amazing 

volunteers helping us and 

always appreciate when 

others are willing to help 

each Wednesday from 

4:30-6:30 PM. If you or 

your family would like to 

help one week, please 

sign up using the Sign-Up 

Genius link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4DADA62DA46-drive 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4DADA62DA46-drive
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Seeking Director for Mount Olive Early Childhood Center 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Anoka, 

Minnesota is seeking a full-time director for its 

Mount Olive Early Childhood Center. The primary 

purpose of this position would be to work with 

school staff to maintain an ongoing program of 

Christian education for preschool children and 

their families. 

This position would require a current early 

childhood teaching license, and the director 

would be asked to teach at least one early childhood class. 

For a job description, click here if you are seeing this digitally or request one 

by emailing mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org. 

Anyone interested in this position, please submit a resume with at least two 

references to jon@mtolive-anoka.org.  

From the Human Relations Team 

Trustees Ministry Meeting—June 1 @ 3:00 PM 

The role of the Trustees Ministry is to help maintain the 

appearance and functionality of the structural facility 

(church building) of Mount Olive.   

They work hand in hand with the custodians and staff to 

present Mount Olive in a God-pleasing and attractive 

manner. And we have fun doing it! 

If you are unable to make the meetings but would like to be involved, 

please contact Bob Antoine or Todd DeMarais. 

Join the Team! Contact Bob Antoine (763.784.6752) 

Church Summer Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Fridays 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

(Need to reach a staff person after 

business hours, please dial their 

extension directly.) 

Vision  

Assembly 
Mount Olive  

Lutheran Church 

Sunday, June 6, 2021  

11:00 AM 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d9/d9c3e88e-eced-4fa5-9549-8df079607dfd/documents/Pre-school_Director_Job_Description_2021.pdf
mailto:brenda@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
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Bible Study Opportunities 

Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study meets on Tuesdays at 4:00 PM on Zoom for 
an hour. Contact Karen Albu (763.432.7652) for more information and for Zoom links. 

Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our women's Bible study is still 
meeting and supporting each other in our quest for a closer relationship with our Lord and 
Savior. We meet online with Zoom or simply on a group phone call from 6:00 - 7:00 AM. We 
are studying, “Bless these Lips - 40 Days of Spiritual Renewal” by Sharla Fritz. We would 
love to have you join us, contact Paulette Lenz at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

In-The-Word: It will recommence in September. The main theme is the human race is 
totally unrighteous. The only provision for human righteousness is provided by God. God’s 
righteousness standard is offered by the righteous sacrifice of His Son for humankind’s sin. 
Every person who embraces by faith of God’s action can be declared righteous in His sight. 
Monitor the newsletter and bulletins for the September start with Jim Rootes. 

Summer Bible study: The Word: Exploration and Discovery will begin on Wednesday, 
June 2 (meeting weekly) from 9:00—11:00 AM and will continue to meet through the first 
week of September (not meeting June 30). Materials for the study will primarily be from 
Lutheran Hour Ministries augmented with additional sources. The presentations will be 
multimedia: videos, PowerPoint, and discussion. Participation will be highly expected. The 
first sessions will specifically be about learning the Bible itself, i.e. “How we got the Bible,” 
“The Bible on Trial”, “Why Trust the Bible.”  How to study the Bible will be included. Another 

topic may be the three part study on Martin Luther. This topic is more about the 
Reformation and the Bible and its influence than on Martin Luther. It will present the basic 
concepts leading to the Reformation. The Word: Exploration and Discovery will be flexible 
and other topics may be included including additional videos in response to the interests of 
the participants. Jim Rootes will be facilitating this study. 

Men of Mount Olive 

By Jeff Schultz 
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Pastor Randy Stroming 

763.421.7156 x 102 
Randy@mtolive-anoka.org 

Hello Men of Mount Olive, 

Some of you have already been enjoying the fellowship of our Brew’s and Good News zoom 
calls that we’ve been doing the past few months. As more and more are getting vaccinated and 
the gathering restrictions have been lifted we have very happily transitioned into meeting in 
person. We have been meeting every 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Thursday of the month. We will continue to 

gather at someone’s house or will meet at various local breweries. The goal of our meetings is 
to get to know our fellow men of Christ and to make connections with likeminded guys. We 
typically have a topic each week to discuss, i.e. fishing, favorite vacations, and getting out to 
enjoy God’s wonderful world. This is a very low 
key and non-threatening time of fellowship. If 
you have not been receiving the emails please 
email Jeff Schultz at 
jmschultz98@comcast.net to get on the list as 
we do have to move a meeting from time to 
time. I pray each of you can fit it in your 
schedule to come from time to time. You 
definitely don’t need to make them all but you 
owe it to yourself to make time to build some 
new relationships or reconnect some others.   

Also, keep watch for some other fun summer 
events being planned.  

mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
mailto:Randy@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jmschultz98@comcast.net
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Cari Watkins 

Preschool 

763.421.7156 x 109 

cari@mtolive-anoka.org 

Please join us in saying farewell to two very special, beloved teachers: 

On Sunday, June 13 (8:00 & 10:00 AM Worship Services), we will recognize and honor Judy 
Reynolds and Pam Schwandt. 

Judy has been an invaluable, respected teacher at our preschool for 14 years. Thank you, 
Mrs. Reynolds, for everything you've taught us!  We know that God’s light will continue to 
shine through you!  

Pam joined our teaching staff in 2019; we were blessed to have her share her creative 
talents. Mrs. Pam’s retirement is our loss, but a well-deserved respite for her. We wish her 
well as she starts a new chapter in her life! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE, JUDY AND PAM! 

The 2020-2021 
school year is 
coming to a 

close! Although 
some things 
were different 
this year (no 
parent 
volunteers, no 
field trips, etc.), 
one thing will be 
unaffected: the 
year-end 
JAMBOREE!  

It has been a tradition of the preschool to organize a year-end track and field 
day jamboree. However, due to restrictions, families are not able to join in 
the track-and-field festivities. The school staff has planned many fun 
activities which will be taking place all day and the students will be able to 
visit each activity with their teachers and friends. Some activities include 
“noodle ball”, the bouncy house, and an obstacle course! They will also have 
a short time at the end of the school day to receive their much-anticipated 
portfolios and take photos with their classmates, teachers, and parents. This 

mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

June 28 – July 1,  9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

Online Registration and Volunteer sign up is available at:   

https://vbspro.events/p/61a278  
 

Cost $20/student 

Anyone age 4 (and potty trained)  

through completed grade 4 is welcome! 

Grade 5 - adult are invited to sign up to volunteer! 

VBS Donations Needed 
     Programs like Vacation Bible School rely heavily on donations. 

Please watch weekly bulletins and the VBS display in the Welcome Center 

for a list of needed items.  

Please bring your items to church  

no later than June 21. Thanks so much! 

Donations needed: Large 
cardboard barrels and boxes to make 

a train for the Welcome Center.   

Call Carol if you have one. 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
https://vbspro.events/p/61a278
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Youth & Family               

Junior Youth/Confirmation 

Family Sunday School 
What an amazing first year of  

Family Sunday School! 
Gathering together with kids and 

parents and grandparents has 
been such a blessing. 

We have learned many of God’s 
truths while we had fun singing, 
crafting,  and watching videos.   

More importantly we have had the 
time to talk and pray together. 

 
 

 Mount Olive Junior Youth  

Grades 6-8 

2021 Servant Event 

The Wilderness Fellowship 

Frederic,  WI 

Mon, July 19—Thurs, July 22 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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Senior Youth Ministry 
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763.421.7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Celebrating The Class of 2021 
Sunday, May 16, we celebrated the senior class of 2021 with a drive-thru reception open 

to the entire congregation and followed by dinner and a sending blessing with the youth 

group. Please keep these young men and women in your prayers as they begin a new 

chapter in their walks with Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming This Summer 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! We have a few summer activities on the schedule for 

everyone to look forward to!  

 

June 28-July 1: (VBS) Bible Study  

• Daily at 12:15 PM 

• Digging deeper into the lessons taught at VBS 

• Students should bring their own lunch MONDAY, TUESDAY & THURSDAY 

• Lunch provided Wednesday, June 30 

 

July 2-5: Wilderness Retreat 

• Theme: Reconnecting in faith and fellowship 

• Cost—$40/person 

• Contact Alex for registration forms 

 

August 18: Bonfire @ The Risse’s 

• Kickball, Smores, Prayer & Praise 

• Welcoming incoming 9th graders 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763-421-7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

RISE Young Adult Ministry 

It’s time to welcome 

our most recent 

graduates, the class of 

2021, into RISE, our 

Young Adult Ministry. 

June 22, starting at 

7:00 PM, we are 

hosting an Ice Cream 

Social in the Coffee 

Shop and Welcome 

Center areas for all 

young adults (18-30) 

in honor of the class of 

2021. Contact Alex 

with questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for our Young Adults! 
Join us in prayer, June 29 at 5:00 PM in the Coffee Shop area to pray for some of the  

18-23 year old friends and members of our congregation that are part of our Life @ a 

Crossroads Ministry. If you cannot join us in June, please email Alex if you would like 

information about future prayer events or to discuss other ways you can help support our 

young adults. In June, we want to encourage everyone to especially remember the senior 

class of 2o21 as they begin the next chapter of their lives following their high school 

graduations this month. 

 

 Briana Araya Mya Briese Sophie Bruun 

 Caleb Chesser Isabelle Hoopman Trevor Hyatt 

 Nevaeh Madison Brynn Owens  Nicole Post 

 Jordan Schiferli Natalie Schultz Paige Towley 

  Ryan Wylde 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family


WORSHIP - Onsite Worship Hours: 
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Devotional Worship) 
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional Worship) 

  9:00 AM Fellowship Hour 
10:00 AM (Contemporary Worship) 
 

Online Worship:  
Tune-in to our Live Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

 

Mount Olive Website: 
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/  
 
YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka): 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 
 

Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka): 
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 

Upcoming Events 
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Mount Olive  

Summer Worship Services: Saturday - 5:30 PM; Sundays - 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

   (No Saturday Worship on July 3 & September 4) 

Wednesdays: Midweek Drive Thru Meals  

5:30 - 6:15 PM 

June 6: Vision Assembly 

June 22: Young Adult Ice Cream Social 

June 28 - July 1: VBS 

July 2 - 5: Senior Youth Wilderness Retreat 

July 19 - 22: Junior Youth Wilderness Servant Event 

August 3: Night to Unite 

September 25: Oktoberfest 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make 

your paths straight.”   
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV)  

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

