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Volume 21 Issue 6 A Congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod June 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

By Executive Order on Saturday, May 23, Governor Tim Walz re-opened churches for 
worship, weddings and funerals at 25% capacity. We are re-opening in-person onsite 
worship at Mount Olive on Sunday, June 14. We do this for some very important reasons. 

For over a decade, our mission statement has been “living to love people to Christ.” In 
other words, we care. We re-open in-person onsite worship because we care for others. 
Many of our members have been struggling in isolation, praying for the day that we can 
once again worship together as a church family. On May 17, your pastors and elders 
communed around 250 souls with the precious body and blood of our Savior Jesus in our 
2nd Carpool Communion. It was evident from the gratitude and emotions displayed that 
day that we need to care for one another through in-person worship and support as soon 
as possible. 

But, we also care enough for people to show care and concern for our members’ health 
and safety. We are making careful preparations and safety protocols so that we do not 
spread the coronavirus. I have been working closely with a group of Elders to enable a 
caring, yet safe environment. We re-open because we care so deeply about people and 
their need for Jesus and His Church. 

We realize that this is an uncertain time, which makes our re-opening strategy a fluid 
situation. We are planning to start slowly, do things carefully, and keep it as simple as 
possible. With 25% capacity we can safely seat 113 in our worship center. We will have 
two services on Sundays, beginning June 14, at 8:00 & 9:30 AM (No Saturday worship at 
this time). Each week we will be making adjustments to ensure health and safety as we 
worship. Then, as we are able, we will consider adding other services and offering the 
Lord’s Supper. Please be patient during this time. We have never been down this path 
before.  

A few things to think about before returning to worship at Mount Olive: 

1. If you are in a high-risk category because of underlying health conditions or over 
the age of 65, do not feel compelled to attend public worship services until you feel 
comfortable with the potential health risk. Guard your health. We will continue to 
provide online worship on our website (www.mtolive-anoka.org), on our Facebook 
and Instagram pages (Mount Olive Anoka) and our YouTube channel (Mount Olive 
Lutheran Anoka). If you would like private communion with one of our pastors or 
Elders, please call the church for an appointment. 

2. You are urged to stay home if you are ill in other ways or showing symptoms of 
COVID-19. Likewise, if someone in your household is ill or has COVID-19 please 
remain at home for the time being and worship at home using our online and cable 
TV options. 

3. Wash your hands often. Frequent and thorough hand-washing is one of the best 
ways to prevent the transmission of COVID-19 and other diseases.  

4. If you plan on attending onsite services, you are encouraged to wear a mask when 
entering and exiting the building in consideration of others attending. You are 
welcome to wear a mask throughout the service, as you feel comfortable. If you 
forgot your mask or don’t have one, one will be available to you at church if desired. 
Please be considerate of your neighbor’s wishes to wear/not wear a mask. Our 
respectful and loving care for one another allows freedom in this matter. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.mtolive-anoka.org
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“Back in the Saddle Again” continued  

Pastor Jon Haakana 

Now, a few things to expect when you do come to worship – the new normal: 

1. We ask you to enter church by either Door E (near church nursery) or Main 
Entrance near lower parking lot. You can park in upper lot, but Door A will not be 
open to minimize traffic in the building. Just follow sidewalk to Main Entrance. 
The entrance doors from the parking lot and Worship Center doors will be 
propped open until worship begins in order to enable touchless entry. There will 
be hand sanitizer and extra masks available at both entrances. 

2. Those entering Door E will be asked to enter Worship Center through the door 
located there. Those entering Main Entrance will be directed to main doors of 
Worship Center. You will be directed to a seat by an usher or elder. We have 
blocked off every other pew, and have marked pews with fluorescent tape to 
allow two households per pew with social distance, not to exceed 25% capacity 
or 113 people. Beyond that, families will be directed to the balcony or tables in 
Welcome Center. 

3. We will limit traffic inside building to Worship Center, the Welcome Center, and 
the bathrooms near the Welcome Desk. The church kitchen, Coffee Shop, Cana 
Hall, meeting rooms and the Family Center are off limits at this time.  

4. We are unable to provide nursery service at this time. The Cry Room and 
Nursing Room will be available without books and toys. We are also not able to 
provide Busy Bags or activity trays at this time. Please bring books, activity 
sheets or toys from home. Thanks for your patience. 

5. At the present time, please do not shake hands, hug, or touch people in greeting 
before the service. Do your best to maintain social distancing. Please be both 
courteous to and patient with one another. 

6. Our services will be shorter in length (35-40 min.) with 2-3 songs or hymns. 
When we celebrate the Lord’s Supper it will be touchless with prepacked 
containers on tables located throughout the Worship Center. 

7. After worship, you will be ushered out two sections at a time towards Door E or 
the Main Entrance. We ask that you exit the building right away to maintain 
social distancing. We encourage any conversation and fellowship outside or in 
parking lots with social distance. This will also enable our cleaning teams to do 
their work in preparation for the next service. 

We will keep monitoring the situation, and make any changes deemed necessary. If 
there is an outbreak of coronavirus at our church (two or more cases), we will 
consider pausing in-person onsite worship and onsite activities at church for at least 
two weeks. We want to be sensitive to “hot spots” and churches will be closely 
scrutinized. We will also monitor other orders from the Governor to determine when 
and how in-person onsite worship will continue or change. 

Please pray for Mount Olive, our staff and leadership, and our community. Pray now 
as we prepare. Pray as we re-open. Pray that we learn what we need to learn each 
week. We are trying to be very thoughtful in preparing for this. 

If you have any questions or comments, let me know at jon@mtolive-anoka.org.  

In Jesus,                                                                                                                                           
Pastor Jon 

mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
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Sermon Series: Bible Heroes 

Pastor Jon 

May 31  “Adam and Eve” Genesis 3:1-21; Romans 5:15-21 

June 7  “Abraham and Sarah” Genesis 17:1-8, 15-21,  
  Genesis 18:1-2a, 9-15; Luke 1:68-75 

June 14  "Jacob and Esau” Genesis 27:18-29, 32:9-12, 33:1-4 

June 21  “Jacob and Rachel” Genesis 29:9-20; Titus 3:4-7 

June 28  “Joseph and His Brothers” Genesis 37:5-11, 18-28; 45:1-5 

July 12  “Mary and Joseph” Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25  

 

SUMMER PACKETS: Summer Series packets were handed out in May to enhance 
each sermon through July 12, if were unable to pick one up and would like one, 
please email Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org. 

“But the gift is not like the tres-
pass. For if the many died by 
the trespass of the one man, 
how much more did God’s 

grace and the gift that came by 
the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, overflow to the many!”  

Romans 5:15 NIV 

Join Pastor Jon for a 

Facebook Live update each 

Thursday. After the live 

event, the update will be 

posted to our home page on 

the  

Mount Olive website: 

www.mtolive-anoka.org. 

mailto:Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Summer%20Packets
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A Word from Alex 

Alex Irwin 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

After prayerful consideration, I would like to 
announce that I will be accepting my Call as Director 
of Youth and Young Adult Ministry at Mount Olive. It 
brings me great joy to share this news with you all. 
Being on both sides of the call process more than 
once in the last year, I fully understand the work and 
prayer that comes with the call process. I would like 
to thank you all for your prayers as you went through 
the call process, as I considered the call and as you 
wait for my arrival in the next few weeks.  

These are very strange times, and considering a call 
and planning a move are no easier because of it. At 
this time, my firm start date has not been decided, 
but I do know my last day at Mt. Calvary (the 
congregation I currently serve) will be June 14. Immediately following, I will be 
spending at least a week with my family in Michigan, then I will get settled in 
Minnesota and begin worshipping (God willing) and serving alongside you all.  

To give you a brief glimpse into who I am, I will be moving with my Rex. He is a 30 Ib. 
beagle mix who likes my attention as long as that attention includes snacks and belly 
rubs. You must know my favorite television show is Survivor, and I enjoy playing 
board games, being in nature and exercising in my free time. The thought of seeing 
trees in Minnesota in place of the corn in Iowa excites me. You will likely think I'm 
distracted if we converse in a crowd, but don't worry     I am listening. That comment is 
vital knowledge that will make sense when you witness it. Finally, to answer the 
question I hear most upon arriving in any Midwest community, I know how to cook and 
enjoy it very much. I do not bake though because myself and science have a rocky 
relationship. I think that gives you a decent glimpse of who I am, and I look forward to 
getting to know each of you.  

I have been praying for Mt. Olive and your call process since early this year when the 
call committee contacted me about interviewing and entertaining the idea of a call. My 
prayers for you will not cease. Today, I am thankful for God's guidance throughout this 
entire process and for the future plans He has for us to be in ministry and relationship 
with each other. I am excited to join all of God's people at Mt. Olive and develop 
relationships within the congregation, Anoka and surrounding communities.  

God's Blessings,  

Alex Irwin 
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Finding Comfort in These Difficult and Uncertain Times 

Jim Rootes 

WORSHIP SERVICES During our NEW NORMAL 
 

Do you or know of someone who is unable to view the worship services online?  

See below for a couple of options: 

QCTV CABLE TV CHANNEL 15 for the cities of Anoka, Andover, Champlin and 

Ramsey on Sundays at 6:30 AM and 12:00 PM. Services aired are from the 

previous week. 

WORSHIP SERVICES ON DVD: Please call Brenda Schwarz at 763.421.7156 x 103 if you 

or someone you know is unable to view the worship services online. A DVD can 

be mailed to you later in the week.  

DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO THE INTERNET BUT STILL HAVING ISSUES? Try clicking on 

one of these links below. Still have a question, call Brenda Schwarz at 

763.421.7156 x 103 for some instructions. 

Mount Olive Website: https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/  

YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 

Facebook (a Facebook account is required):  

https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 

As this pandemic continues with the stress, chaos and isolation, is there any place to 
find comfort and hope? Yes there is! That place is in God’s cosmic world only found in 
the Bible and in a personal relationship with Him. He has given us a greater opportunity 
to spend more time in Bible study and daily devotion. Real Bible study, both individually 
and with the family is most essential. Parents, fathers especially, should be leading 
Bible study and devotion. As you go through your Bible together it should start to be 
marked up and highlighted as a result 
of study and devotions. Your Bible 
should be coded with colors, 
underlining, and notes in the margins. 
For example, Psalm 23 is not one of my 
favorite Psalms (it is not highlighted in 
my Bible). But it is applicable in the 
times we are in. It acknowledges that 
God is in control and He promises to 
take us through this crisis and any other 
crisis we may face. He promises 
goodness and love; He promises a dwelling place with Him. Bible verses can also be 
made personal (since God desires a personal relationship with each one of us). An 
example is Psalms 91:14-16 (highlighted in my Bible). There are pronouns “he” and 
“him” with God stating “I will.” Substitute your name for the pronouns and these verses 
become a personal relationship with God Himself stating He will rescue, protect, 
answer, be with, deliver, satisfy and provide salvation. How much better can it get?   

Remember to checkout Lutheran Hour for devotional and Bible study materials. They 
have a wealth of materials. For children, try out gospeladventures.org. Your children 
can visit Mongolia for free - just register. 

Jim Rootes,  
Lutheran Hour Ambassador 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/
https://www.lhm.org/
gospeladventures.org
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Mail in your offering to:  

 Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 700 Western Street, Anoka, MN 55303 

Give online: Your weekly offerings can be made through GivePlus+ through our website or text. 

www.mtolive-anoka.org/resources/online-giving  

 or text donation amount to 763.324.9754 (follow prompts.) 

Use Simply Giving to set up automatic monthly or weekly giving: 

For information on Simply Giving and to register, please email Monica at 

monica@mtolive-anoka.org, or John Peters at zeke3613@aol.com.  

Thank you for your continued faithfulness. 

Run2Grace 5K 

Penny Walsh 

 

The 5th Annual Run2Grace 5K was a great virtual 
success this year. When our race planning team set 
out to plan the annual event, we were excited for the 
prospect of a warm, sunny day because we moved the 
event into May. Little did we know how our race 
would change when planning this event. 

Seventy-four people signed up for our virtual 5K this 
year. Saturday, May 9 was warmer than the last four 
races. Racers walked and ran and sent pictures to our 
team as they completed their 5K. It was so fun to see 
everyone out there supporting our youth! 

The profits each year have supported our Mount Olive 
youth attending various mission trips and two National 
Youth Gatherings. This year was no different. We were 
originally supporting our youth attending at Idaho 
Servant Adventure (ISA) and Spoke Folk. Sadly, ISA 
has cancelled most of their summer mission trips, 
including ours. The profit will be used to support 
youth for upcoming mission trips as needed. 

Part of those profits came from our nine race sponsors. 
Many of these sponsors have supported us all five 
years and we are so thankful for all of them. Their 
logos can be found on our website, Facebook page 
and on the backs of our race T-shirts! 

What will the 6th Annual Run2Grace 5K look like next year? We’re not sure. Maybe it will be a combination of 
virtual and race day options! But until then, keep those bodies moving. 

 

 10K Brewing 

A1 Woodworks, Inc. 

Abeler Chiropractic 

Allstate, Jake Miesen 

Edina Realty, Brenda Schiemo-Smith 

Excel Electric of MN 

Fifth Avenue Dental 

Ladybug Pottery 

Mount Olive Early Childhood Center 

 

mailto:monica@mtolive-anoka.org
http://www.mtolive-anoka.org/online-giving.html
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Not Business as Usual 

Congregational President, Tony Walsh 

Not Business as Usual: Covid-19 and the Mission and Ministry Council (MMC)  

 

Greetings, Mount Olive Sisters and Brothers in Christ.  

 

At this point in the MMC calendar, the council meeting is focusing on Mount Olive’s 
work-plan for the upcoming fiscal year. The work-plan, or budget, is typically compiled 
using multiple data points to create a proposal for the congregation to consider at a 
June Vision Assembly meeting. In accordance with our Constitution and By-Laws, the 
congregation is the final decision authority for our yearly work-plan. Similar to every 
other aspect of our lives, Covid-19 and the limitations that we all face, has hindered 
the ability of the MMC to meet in person. In the stead of meeting in person, the MMC 
has met via phone and Zoom conference calls. During these unprecedented times 
the council has made two decisions on behalf of Mount Olive until such time as the 
congregation can once again return to the church building and meet in a Vision 
Assembly. 

The first decision was how to handle Mount Olive’s participation in the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act passed and signed into law in March 
of 2020. One aspect of the CARES Act was the Small Business Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP). Following the passage of the CARES Act, some of the Mount Olive 
staff and MMC began to educate themselves on the opportunities available via 
webinars and material provided by the LCMS Minnesota South District. It was 
determined that Mount Olive was eligible for money through the PPP. After 
thoroughly educating the MMC and other staff members on the process, and 
developing a preplanned path forward, it was decided that Mount Olive would make 
use of the opportunity presented to us. Using the rules set forth in the PPP it was 
determined that Mount Olive was eligible for $98,000. Over the course of eight 
weeks, beginning May 5, 2020, that money will be spent on payroll, benefits, 
mortgage and insurance premiums. After the money has been spent in those eight 
weeks, Mount Olive has no financial obligation to pay back any of the $98,000. In 
essence, when Mount Olive uses the money following the rules set forth, the money 
will be considered a Grant. 

The second decision facing the MMC was the FY20-21 workplan. After discussion 
and consideration, the council has determined to continue using the FY 2020 
workplan until such time as the congregation can gather together to conduct a Vision 
Assembly for a vote on the workplan. For example, if it is determined that a Vision 
Assembly can appropriately be conducted in September 2020, that would mean that 
we had been on the extended FY20 workplan for July, August and September. The 
MMC, in conjunction with the staff, would plan and present a FY21 workplan 
consisting of the remaining nine months of the fiscal year. Several factors were 
considered in making this decision. Overall, it was felt that this approach would 
present the best opportunity for Mount Olive to continue to strengthen our fiscal 
position and better understand the changing needs brought on by a new normal. 

I would like to thank the amazing staff of Mount Olive, the members of the MMC, and 
most of all our incredibly faithful congregation for all of the hard work, dedication, and 
cheerful giving in these times of uncertainty and change. 
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Youth & Family                  

Sunday School 
Our summer series is called  Heroes of the Faith. 
Each week we will have the chance to dig into stories of some of God’s special people.  
These stories may be familiar but it is always exciting to read them again and learn 
something new or see things from a different perspective. Throughout the weeks we 

will see that God is the true hero of each story. 
We have created Take Home Packets to enhance each story.  
There are crafts, coloring sheets, and activity pages. If you would like one please call 
the church office and request one at 763.421.3223. 
 

Mount Olive Junior Youth      Grades 6-8 
 

 

 
2020 Servant Event   The Wilderness Fellowship 

Frederic, WI       Monday, July 20—Thursday, July 23 
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Upcoming Events 
May 31:    Adam and Eve 
June 7:    Abraham and Sarah 
June 14:    Jacob and Esau 
June 21:     Jacob and Rachel 
June 28:    Joseph and His Brothers  
 

July 20-23:     Junior Youth to Wilderness 
August 10-13:    Vacation Bible School 

NEW DATE 

ROCKY RAILWAYROCKY RAILWAYROCKY RAILWAY   
Jesus Power Pulls us ThroughJesus Power Pulls us ThroughJesus Power Pulls us Through   

   
 

August 10-13,  9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 
 

Online registration and volunteer sign up is available at:   
http://www.mtolive-anoka.org  

 
 

Cost $20/student 
Anyone age 4 (and potty trained)  

through completed grade 4 is welcome! 
Grade 5 - Adult are invited to sign up to volunteer! 

Billy 

VBS Donations Needed 
     Programs like Vacation Bible School rely heavily on donations. 

Please watch future newsletters and weekly bulletins 
for a list of needed items.  

Please bring your items to church  
no later than August 2. Thanks so much! 

Call the church 
office if you 
need a Summer 
Series packet 

For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of  
Children’s Ministry 

763-421-7156 x107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Penny Walsh 

Senior Youth 

penandtony@gmail.com 

http://www.mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
mailto:penandtony@gmail.com?subject=Senior%20Youth
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 Our Mount Olive Senior Graduates 2020 

Keen Breitweser Mollie Butcher Grace Colestock 

Ian Mugglin Danny Reynolds Karsen Risse 

Kenzie Dupont Christian Egginton Aidan Hefner 

Tony Holloway  Clara Johnson  Kaitlyn Larson 
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For more information 

please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of  
Children’s Ministry 

763-421-7156 x107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Penny Walsh 

Senior Youth 

penandtony@gmail.com 

Senior Youth                        

Penny Walsh 

We have wrapped up another great Senior Youth year at Mount Olive! Despite all the 
changes and challenges that COVID-19 has brought, our youth have been continuing 
to meet for Bible Study and weekly Wednesday night Zoom meetings. They have 
served in their communities in a variety of ways, including a really fun chalking the 
parking lot night at Mount Olive. And they have talked about hard things and what 
God’s Word says about hope, worry, faith, stress and joy. 

We’ve found new ways to continue meeting together as God encourages in Hebrews 
10:24-25, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

We celebrated 13 of our amazing Seniors in a different way. We thank each and every 
one of you for driving through and cheering, honking and celebrating with them. 

I have been honored to be running Senior Youth with an amazing group of adult 
leaders the last two years. I want to thank Will and Dani Ganje, Todd Hyatt, Todd and 
Marla Chesser, Hayley Walsh, and Mary Schultz for your service in Senior Youth. Your 
passion and love for each of our youth shows in how you lead, play and learn right 
alongside them.   

I am so very excited to welcome Alex Irwin in as our new DCE! I am eager to “hand off 
the baton” to him and serve alongside him in this amazing ministry that is leading 
teens closer in their relationship with Jesus. We ask that you would keep our youth 
and leaders in prayer as we lean in closer to Jesus in all we do! 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
mailto:penandtony@gmail.com?subject=Senior%20Youth


Online Worship:  
Tune in Sundays at 8:00 AM 

 

Mount Olive Website: 
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/  
 
YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka): 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 
 

Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka): 
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 
 

Beginning June 14:  
8:00 & 9:30 AM Worship in the Sanctuary & will continue online 

Upcoming Events 
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Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  

June 4, 11, 18, 25: Pastor’s Updates 

June 8-12: Meals on Wheels 

June 14: Worship Online (begins at 8:00 AM)  

and in the Sanctuary, 8:00 & 9:30 AM 

June 15: Compassionate Friends - Cancelled 

July 20-23: Junior Youth Wilderness Servant Event 

July 28 - August 9: Spokefolk 

August 10-13: Vacation Bible School 

 

 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

