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Gone Fishin’ 
“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”   

(Mark 6:31b) 

When you read this article I will have returned from some needed time off. I wrote 

this article before I left. I started thinking about what I like to do with my time off. 

Well, I enjoy spending time with family and friends. I enjoy curling up with a good 

book. But, I really like fishin’. This particular trip will be all about fishing with family 

and friends spending a lot of time in a boat searching for the elusive walleye. 

Now I don’t have to fish on my time off - I fish because I love to fish. And if you like 

to fish and are like me, you fish not so much to actually catch your dinner as to 

have an excuse to spend the day in a boat or beside a babbling brook doing 

absolutely nothing besides fishin’. Sometimes we need an excuse to just do 

nothing. 

I love the fact that the word "vacation" is obviously connected to the word, 

"vacate" (meaning "to leave) and less obviously connected to a Latin word 

meaning, "to empty". I don’t know about you but my vacation is about both 

things: leaving and emptying. 

There comes a time for all of us when the only sensible thing left to do is to leave 

for a while and to empty ourselves of responsibilities, worries, things that simply 

won’t solve themselves and things that just won’t go away. Chances are some 

things will actually be in better shape when we return. God is indeed faithful! It’s a 

humbling lesson to be sure: I am not indispensable after all; God actually is in 

charge. It’s the same lesson we learn when we practice Sabbath. 

What is Sabbath? As shabath (rest), Sabbath was first described in the Biblical 

account of the seventh day of creation. Observation and remembrance of 

Sabbath is one of the Ten Commandments. In the New Testament, Jesus debates 

the Jews about the topic of Sabbath observance and declares that the Son of 

Man is Lord of the Sabbath. The New Testament epistles contain Sabbath 

teachings interpreted variously by Christians as affirming seventh-day rest, first-day 

worship, and/or freedom from legalistic requirements to observe days. 

So why practice Sabbath today? While it is true that there is no longer a 

requirement for us to practice Sabbath on a certain day or any day, it is also true 

that Jesus wants us to rest, both physically and spiritually. That happens three 

ways:  

1) By ceasing - not only from work, but also from the need to be productive 

and the worry and tension it can produce.  

2) By embracing - taking that time to cherish our relationship with God and 

with our family and embrace it. It’s about the renewing of our faith.  

3) By feasting - finding joy in your present life, calling and looking forward to 

the joy in the life to come with our Savior in paradise. 

So, I hope that you too have a chance to go fishin’ this summer – either literally or 

figuratively. I hope you give yourself permission to do nothing; to vacate and 

cease; to rest and embrace; to realize the good news inherent in the truth that 

you are not indispensable either; and to do so with joy. I hope you give yourself 

the gift of Sabbath. 

Connecting People to Jesus,                                                                                                   
Pastor Jon 
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Pastor Jon Haakana 

763.421.7156 x 101 

jon@mtolive-anoka.org 

Summer Sunday Sermon Series 
“Lean on Me” – A Study of Paul’s 2

nd
 Letter to Corinth 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 

Sundays  Weekly Theme & Readings 

July 4 (Freedom Sunday) Change of Christian Freedom  

   2 Corinthians 5:1-10; Mark 5:21-43  

July 10/11  Compelled, Convinced, and Commissioned  

   2 Corinthians 5:11-6:11; Mark 6:1-13  

July 17/18  Striving for Holiness   

   2 Corinthians 6:14-7:14; Mark 6:14-29 

July 24/25  The Grace of Living 

   2 Corinthians 8:1-15; Mark 6:30-44 

July 31/August 1 The Indescribable Gift 

   2 Corinthians 9:1-15 

ATTENTION: COMMUNION CHANGE 

At the Commission of Elders meeting in June, they voted to restore pre-

COVID communion schedule beginning July 4, 2021.  

First and third Sundays: at Saturday 5:30 PM and Sunday10:00 AM services 

we will do pass-through communion. 

On second & fourth Sundays 8:00 AM service with kneel-down communion. 

No communion on fifth Sundays. 

Worship Series at Mount Olive 

WORSHIP HELP NEEDED  

Commission of Elders: The Board of Elders currently has three openings. The Elder’s primary 

responsibilities include overseeing the worship life of the congregation and participating 

as Elder of the Day six or so weekends per year. The Elders also assist the pastors in 

member care. All male members 18 years and older are eligible. If you would like more 

information or would like to be considered for the position, please contact Jesse Jett. 

(jjsj5978@comcast.net or 763.422.4995)  

Usher Teams: We are in need of additional members to serve on an usher team at either 

the 8:00 or 10:00 AM service. Main responsibilities at the present time include assisting 

members in finding a seat, handing out bulletins and other duties as assigned by the 

Elder of the Day.  

Altar Guild: We are in need of members who are willing to assist the Elders in preparing 

communion on Sunday mornings prior to 8:00 or the 10:00 AM service.  

Usher and/or Altar Guild: If you are interested in being a member of our Usher or Altar Guild 

teams, please contact Gwen Seivert. (gwen@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.3223) 

mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jjsj5978@comcast.net
mailto:gwen@mtolive-anoka.org
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At our meeting on June 14, we were able to assemble 10 layettes for Global Health 

Ministry, these included towel, washcloth, soap, blanket, shirt, hat, diapers and pins.  

We also had an opportunity to make a list of guests and items to include at our 

meetings beginning in the fall. Put it on your calendar and join us this fall. 

We will soon be opening activities and groups around the church. One thing that is a concern is 
our Funeral Committee and the social following each. There is a need in all areas of this group. 
After reading over the “needs” list, please prayerfully consider how you can help in this 
ministry. Needed areas are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return this to the Welcome Center with your name and how you’d like to help. We 
average about 7-8 funerals a year. We want to continue this ministry! 

 

Name:  ________________________________  

Email:  ________________________________  

Phone:  ________________________________  

Please Return to the Welcome Desk (Attention: Jan Block) 

Administrative 

 Chairperson 

 Co-Chairperson 

 

Food Service 

 Baking a Cake 

 Purchasing and Delivering 
Supplies 

 Preparing Food 

 Serving (from buffet line) 

Labor 

 Set-up 

 Clean-up in Dining Area and 
Dishwashing 
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TUESDAY  

August 3 

River Oaks of Anoka & 

Mount Olive Church 

Tuesday,  August 3, 5:00 - 7:00 PM 

in the Mount Olive Parking Lot 

Bring Toiletries Items 

(shampoo, deodorant, 

soap etc.)  

for Mount Olive  

Emergency Food Bags 

or School Supplies for  

Franklin Elementary 

School 

700 Western St. Anoka 
Lower parking lot 
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The MISSION of  
Mount Olive Lutheran Church is: 

“Living to Love  
People to Christ” 
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ELECTRONIC GIVING: Give + 5 Tools for Giving  

 (brochure with more information is located in the pew) 

1. Give+ Mobile App 

2. Give+ Text by texting 763.324.9754 

3. Give+ Online through our webpage: www.mtolive-anoka.org/online-giving.html  

4. Give+ at the Welcome Desk 

5. Give+ Simply Giving (as it has been available all this time) 

Thank you for your continued faithfulness. 

Church Summer Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Fridays 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

(Need to reach a staff person after 

business hours, please dial their 

extension directly.) 

Volunteers  

Wanted  

Set-up 

& Clean-up 

 

Trustees need volunteers to help set up tents, tables and 
chairs for Night to Unite on August 3 at 10:00 AM as well 

as take down at the end of the night.  

Contact Todd DeMarais at todd@mtolive-anoka.org or call 

the Welcome Desk to sign up (763.421.3223) 

http://www.mtolive-anoka.org/online-giving.html
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Senior Youth Fundraiser—Run2Grace 

Seeking Director for Mount Olive Early Childhood Center 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Anoka, 

Minnesota is seeking a full-time director for its 

Mount Olive Early Childhood Center. The primary 

purpose of this position would be to work with 

school staff to maintain an ongoing program of 

Christian education for preschool children and 

their families. 

This position would require a current early 

childhood teaching license, and the director 

would be asked to teach at least one early childhood class. 

For a job description, click here if you are seeing this digitally or request one 

by emailing mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org. 

Anyone interested in this position, please submit a resume with at least two 

references to jon@mtolive-anoka.org.  

From the Human Relations Team 

Who needs Rally Sunday when you can have a 

Rally Weekend? Help us kick off the 2021-22 

education year on the right foot at our sixth 

annual Run 2 Grace 5K Walk/Run. The proceeds 

for this years event will contribute to our Senior 

High Youth Group’s National Youth Gathering trip 

to Houston, July 9-13, 2022. Race registration is 

coming your way soon! Keep your eyes open and save the date. We look 

forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event Date: Saturday, September 11 -  9:00 AM 

Entry Fee: $30.00/Runner 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d9/d9c3e88e-eced-4fa5-9549-8df079607dfd/documents/Pre-school_Director_Job_Description_2021.pdf
mailto:brenda@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
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Cari Watkins 

Preschool 

763.421.7156 x 109 

cari@mtolive-anoka.org 

The 2020-2021 preschool year is DONE!  The preschool staff has been very busy while 

the kids are gone: lots of cleaning, painting, reorganizing, and remodeling is going on!  

The “Outdoor Art and Adventures” Summer Camp will start mid-July, so everyone is 

busy getting the rooms all ready!  Before you know it, little feet will be scampering 

around again!   

The rooms are unrecognizable when empty!            Cleaning is HARD WORK!  Time to rest!  

Prep work and new paint for some of the rooms!  

A mural painted in 2001 was found behind a bulletin board! 

Many hands make light work! 

Follow us on Facebook! 
Mount Olive Christian Early Childhood Center 

mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org


 ~ 8 ~ 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 

Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study: We are meeting again in person on Tuesdays 
at 10:00 AM in the Bookstore/Room 1115. Our study is "Walking with God in the Desert." 
Pastor Jon, Pastor Randy or Alex Irwin will be leading the group on a rotating basis. 
Contact Karen Albu (763.432.7652) for more information. 

Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our women's Bible study is still 
meeting and supporting each other in our quest for a closer relationship with our Lord and 
Savior. We meet online with Zoom or simply on a group phone call from 6:00 - 7:00 AM. We 
are studying, “Bless these Lips - 40 Days of Spiritual Renewal” by Sharla Fritz. We would 
love to have you join us, contact Paulette Lenz at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

Summer Bible study: The Word: Exploration and Discovery meets weekly on 
Wednesday mornings from 9:00 - 11:00 AM and will continue through the first week of 
September. This Wednesday morning study is progressing well. There are eleven 
participants; two non-Mt. Olive members. The study is using Lutheran Hour Ministries 
materials with other supplemental materials. Jim Rootes is the facilitator. 
 

The topics being covered are:  

• How we got the Bible 

• The Bible on trial 

• The lost books of the Bible 

• Can the Bible be trusted? 

• How to study the Bible 
 

The main questions to be answered/addressed are: 

• Is the Bible mythological? 

• Is Scripture fraught with errors & discrepancies? 

• How does the Bible square with history? 

• What makes the books of the Bible any more reliable than other texts from the 
same period that were called “Gospels” or were supposedly attributed to the 
apostles? 

• Is the Bible relevant to our time & place? 

• Given the differences in translations & interpretations, how can we be sure about 
what we read? 

• Doesn’t the Bible advocate socially unacceptable & even reprehensible points of 
view? Are many of the claims of Scripture simply beyond belief? 

 

In-The-Word: This Wednesday evening Bible study is on summer break. It will 
recommence with the fall (September) church/confirmation schedule. The study will 
continue in Romans beginning at Chapter 4. Jim Rootes is the facilitator. 
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YOUNG ADULTS OF MOUNT OLIVE 

Wednesdays at 4:30 PM 

Join us for small group Bible Studies on 

Wednesdays at 4:30 PM. All young adults  

18 -30 are welcome. If you want to get 

involved but 4:30 PM doesn’t work well for 

you, contact Alex, alexi@mtolive-anoka.org, 

and he will work with you to try organizing a 

second small group meeting time for this 

summer. 

mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
mailto:alexi@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

VBS Offerings 

Wilderness Servant Event 

 Mount Olive Youth  

Grades 6—12 

2021 Servant Event 

The Wilderness Fellowship 

Frederic,  WI 

Mon, July 19—Thurs, July 22 

Our VBS Offering this year 

is going towards purchasing Alpacas through 
World Vision. 

$360 per Alpaca 
Alpacas are uniquely created by God to live in the mountains of 
Ecuador! They help out in the garden by providing rich fertilizer 
for hungry plants. Their thick fur is sheared every year and 

provides warm clothes in the cold Andes climate. Because their feet are not hard like 
horse or cow hooves, they don’t compact the soil, and that’s good 
for farming and the environment. Alpacas help provide a critical 
source of income for many Ecuadorian families.  

Alpacas are a great investment in a family’s future! Durable alpaca 
fiber is prized for its strength and warmth. Each animal produces 
up to 10 pounds of valuable wool a year and alpacas live about 20 
years. That’s long-term income for farming families in the Andean 
highlands.  

If you are interested in donating towards an alpaca, please give 
your donations at the Welcome Desk attention Carol Kietzman.  

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

 A great big thank you to everyone who came, people that donated things,  

volunteers that helped and all those who prayed for this year’s  

VACATION  BIBLE SCHOOL.   

We learned Jesus’ power helps us do hard things; gives us hope; 

helps us be bold and lets us live forever. 

TRUST JESUS! 
 

We laughed, played, and sang, all to the glory of God.  
Over 130 kids from Mount Olive Church, school, and the surrounding  

community came to learn and praise the name of Jesus!   

It was a great week, and we pray that the seeds of faith that were planted this 
week spread to the kids’ families and friends, and continue to grow into a 

strong and lasting faith in Jesus Christ! 

Vacation Bible School 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763-421-7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

Youth Ministry 

Schedule a Home Visit 

This Summer, I want to continue growing with all our families through another round 

of home visits. Whether I met with you last year, we could not connect or you’re new to 

youth ministry at Mount Olive, I want to visit with your family this summer. Sign-up 

for a time that works for you from July 26-September 2. I tried making myself as 

available as possible for the five week span because I believe these visits are an 

essential aspect of our youth ministry. Go to,  

https://calendly.com/a-irwindce/drive-way-visit , to schedule your drive-way visit 

today. 

Bonfire @ The Risse’s 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! August 15 starting at 6:30 PM, we will be having a bonfire 

at the Risse’s. I would like to encourage all our rising 9th-12th grade students and 

families to block off this evening on their calendar and plan on joining us for activities, 

fellowship and praise. 

Pray for our Young Adults! 
Join us in prayer, July 27 at 5:00PM in the coffee shop area to pray for some of the  

18-23 year old friends and members of our congregation that are part of our Life @ a 

Crossroads ministry. If you cannot join us in July, please email Alex if you would like 

information about future prayer events or to discuss other ways you can help support 

our young adults. In July, we want to encourage everyone to include  the following 

individuals in your prayers this month. 

 

           Brittany Ternus Michael Huizenga  Erika Parvi 

           Rachel Mansk Morgan Larrabee  Joseph Martini 

           Kelsey Wood Joshua Texley   Lexi Henrichs 

           Austin Zaviska Emily Fish  MaKayla Rappe 

Young Adult Ministry 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
https://calendly.com/a-irwindce/drive-way-visit


WORSHIP - Onsite Worship Hours: 
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Devotional Worship) 
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional Worship) 

  9:00 AM Fellowship Hour 
10:00 AM (Contemporary Worship) 
 

Online Worship:  
Tune-in to our Live Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

 

Mount Olive Website: 
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/  
 
YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka): 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 
 

Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka): 
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 

Upcoming Events 

 NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

P A I D 
ANOKA, MINN 

PERMIT 55 

Change Service Requested 

July 2021 

700 Western St. 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Phone: 763.421.3223 
Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 
Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  

Summer Worship Services: Saturday - 5:30 PM; Sundays - 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

   (No Saturday Worship on July 3 & September 4) 

Wednesdays: Midweek Drive Thru Meals  

5:30 - 6:15 PM 

July 3: NO Saturday Worship 

July 19 - 22: Senior & Junior Youth Wilderness Servant Event 

August 3: Night to Unite 

September 11: Run2Grace 5k Fundraiser 

September 12: Rally Sunday 

September 25: Oktoberfest 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

