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As we enjoy the summer months, some time off, some time spent with family and a 
chance to rest, I want to use the next two months to repeat an article I used 4 years ago 
to help prepare us to welcome others to our church beginning this Fall. This month I 
would like to share ten things you should never say to a guest in a worship service. Next 
month we will look at seven things you should say. 
 
So, here is the list of things you should never say to a guest. By the way, all these quotes 
I have heard over my years in ministry. 
 

“You are sitting in my seat.” This has actually been said to me while attending 
worship at another congregation. 
 
“Is your husband/wife with you?” Members see their church as family friendly as 
long as “family” meets our definition. 
 
“Are those your children?” This question is becoming more common with the   
growth in the adoption of children who are not the same race or ethnicity as their 
parents.  
 
“The service has already begun.”  This sentence is rightly understood to mean, 
“You are late, and you will be disrupting the service.” After hearing this, most 
guests would leave. 
 
“There is not enough room for your family to sit together.” I visited a church once 
that did the complete opposite. When larger families came into the service, 
members actually gave up their seats to accommodate them. 
 
“You will need to step over these people to get to your seat.” No! Please request 
those seated to move to the center. 
 
“That’s not the way we do it here.” Of course, you can’t have a worship service 
where any behavior is acceptable. Most of the time, however, the varieties of 
worship expressions are absolutely fine. 
 
“You don’t look like you are a member here.” Perhaps when this sentence was 
spoken, the church member meant to convey, “Are you visiting us?” But to the 
guest it sounds like, “You don’t belong at this place.” 
 
“Have you considered attending the church down the street?” I’m not kidding. 
Someone who had visited at one of the churches I served, mentioned a man in 
our church had said that to her. She never returned. 
 
“The nursery is real full.” To the young parent, this sentence is interpreted one of 
two ways, “There is not enough room for your child” or “Your child probably won’t 
get good care.” 

 
May these words never come from our lips, and may we continue to look for ways, both 
with our words and our actions, to welcome guests into our midst as we continue to “live 
to love people to Christ.”                                                                                            
 
Connecting People to Jesus,                                                                                      

Pastor Jon 

What You Should Never Say... 
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 Men’s Ministry - Priorities 

By Matt Bradley 
Some number of years ago…quite a few actually, the Ford Motor Company was 
running promotions with the slogan that “At Ford, Quality is Job #1”. Ford was not 
saying that they only care about quality on Monday morning, or just during 
Wednesday's staff meetings, but always. All day long, all week long, all year long, 
“Quality is Job #1.” Given that, you could reasonably draw some conclusion about 
what you'd find on Ford's list of their corporate priorities. Guess what you’d find at the 
top of the list?  

Customer Retention? 
Just kidding. The answer is “Quality”.  
  
If that was “Job #1” at Ford, you could assume that “Quality” was something they 
focused on every day. The use of their time and resources would center on that 
priority, and each day would begin with a thought toward how they were serving the 
priority of "Quality" that day.  
  
Would you say that “Quality is Job #1” in your life? What parts of your life receive 
your quality? 
 

Your family? 
Your career? 
Your spiritual life? 
Your church? 
Your hobbies?  
 

Perhaps you are so busy that everyone 
gets the same portion...meaning that no 
one area gets the “quality”? 
  
Maybe you are not reaching your full potential to deliver quality because too many 
outside forces are pulling at you and telling you where to use your time. I don’t read 
poetry often, but when I do, it’s not the works of poet Carl Sandburg. Yet, it was he 
who said that, “Time is the most valuable coin in your life. You and you alone will 
determine how that coin is spent. Be careful that you do not let other people spend it 
for you”. 
  
Leadership expert and speaker, John C. Maxwell, says that nothing has added more 
to his success than the principle of priorities. Could it be that simple? Get your 
priorities right, and things will fall into line? In a devotion by Linda Seidler, she states, 
“I’ve made it a priority to remind myself that there’s only one person responsible for 
managing my time in my personal and ministry life. That person is me.” Bingo! 
  
These individuals haven’t cornered the market on catchy phrases regarding time 
management. The apostle Paul beat them to the punch a few years before their time 
when he wrote in Ephesians 5:15-16, “15Look carefully then how you walk, not as 
unwise but as wise,16making the best use of the time, because the days are 
evil.” 
  
If you find yourself falling short on being able to make quality job #1, re-visit your 
priorities. No doubt God has equipped you for good works, but it is up to you manage 
your time. 
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Women’s & Men’s Ministry 

We had our third event on June 8 in the Mount Olive Coffee Shop. MUGS, MUFFINS AND 

MENTORS was the theme where we shared experiences with those in our past that influenced us in our 

faith walks. I shared a real life story about my mentor, Lydia. At the time I was attending Bible studies 

that she lead, I did not consider her a mentor. Now I really see her as a huge influence, mentor, in my 

life. Many others shared similar stories. And of course we had an update on Baby Daniel; keep praying. 

On July 8 we will be discussing what’s next for Exhale. Contact Mary Scarborough at 

maryjscarborough@hotmail.com with your thoughts, ideas, wish-list on how we can encourage other 

Mount Olive ladies.   

May this encourage you today: 

Jesus Calling 

I speak to you continually. My nature is to communicate, though not always in words. I fling 

glorious sunsets across the sky, day after day after day. I speak in the faces and voices of 

loved ones. I caress you with a gentle breeze that refreshes and delights you. I speak softly 

in the depths of your spirit, where I have taken up residence. You can find Me in each 

moment, when you have eyes that see and ears that hear. Ask My Spirit to sharpen your 

spiritual eyesight and hearing. I rejoice each time you discover My Presence. Practice 

looking and listening for Me during quiet intervals. Gradually you will find Me in more and 

more of your moments. You will seek Me and find Me, when you seek Me above all else. 

Psalm 8:1-4; Psalm 19:1-2;1 Corinthians 6:19; Jeremiah 29:13 

EXHALE NEWS 

“We breathe in YOUR grace and exhale”  

Mount Olive  

Men’s Event 
Twins’ Game - July 21, 1:10 PM 

$27 per guy paid by July 1, Checks payable to Jeff Schultz 

 

Contact Jeff Schultz at  

jmschultz98@comcast.net for more info.     

mailto:maryjscarborough@hotmail.com
mailto:jmschultz98@comcast.net
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What Should L.I.F.E. Groups Do Over the Summer?  

By Pastor Jon 
From an article on SmallGroups.com 

For many, summer is all about taking a break - from everything. Kids are off 
school, teachers aren't working, people are taking vacations, and the church 
schedule is usually lighter. But summer can be a unique time of growth for our 
LIFE groups, so don't be too quick to call it quits for three months. 

You might consider a different schedule for the summer. You could meet 
every other week, or you could meet once a month for a social activity. Some 
groups meet once a month for a study and sharing and meet another time 
each month for an outreach activity. It doesn't have to be all or nothing. 

Whatever you decide, consider these three things for summer: 

1. Stay Connected—Even If You Take a Break                                                                                                        
You've spent months building up your relationships and getting to know each 
other. Don't let all that work go to waste! The good news is that even if you do 
take a break, or if your schedule changes somewhat, you can still stay 
connected. In fact, a smooth transition into fall requires that you stay 
connected with one another at some level. 

2. Try Something Different                                                                                                                                         
Summer is a natural time to try something new with your LIFE group. Whether 
you try out a new, less frequent schedule, drop your study during the summer, 
or take time to tell your stories, you can introduce your group members to new 
experiences that can help them grow as individuals and as a group. 

Now's the time to spend time telling your personal stories, trying out the 
spiritual disciplines (prayer, Scripture reading, media fast, etc.), or planning 
a fun retreat for your group. You can also plan fun barbeques, sporting 
events, and more outside. It's also a great time to involve the kids in your 
meetings or activities, if you don’t already. Try doing a craft together, make a 
chalk mural on the sidewalk, or spend time at a local park. Plus, the warmer 
weather opens up lots of opportunities to engage your community. See what 
service projects you might be able to participate in (You could come and 
weed garden and flower beds at church), or walk around and get to know 
your neighbors. Attend community events as a group with the intention of 
getting to know the people in your city. 

3. Assess Your Group  (For Leaders)                                                                                                                                            
Summer provides the perfect time to take a hard look at your group and 
assess. Where are you at? Where do you want to be? What changes can you 
make for the fall? 

Consider what God has done in and through your LIFE group this year and 
celebrate! But also take a look at what might be holding you back from 
experiencing more growth. Assess your leadership and have group members 
assess their group experience. Is your group accomplishing its mission, or 
have you strayed from it? 

Have a great summer!! 



 ~ 5 ~ 

 Work Ministry Focus 

W
O

R
K

W
O

R
K

  
POSITION AVAILABLE DESCRIPTION—DCA 

Director of Church Administration: Part Time (20 hrs/wk – salaried) executive level role for 
a strong, gifted leader, who leads from a passionate, relational heart. The ideal candidate is 
an innovative thinker with a business focus and a strategic mind, balancing an eye for details 
with the capacity to see the big picture. With key spiritual gifts of leadership and 
administration this individual will serve alongside our Senior Pastor and Mission and Ministry 
Council working together to set, drive, and implement the strategic vision for Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church. Additional areas of management and oversight include Human Resources, 
Risk Management, Finance & Facilities. Contact Pastor Jon Haakana (jon@mtolive-
anoka.org) or President Tony Walsh (twalsh72@gmail.com) if interested in applying for this 
position.  

DCE CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE: Your Call Committee has been working hard to move 
along the process of calling a Director of Christian Education for High School Youth and Young 
Adults. We have met with Sean Martens from our Minnesota South District of the LC-MS to 
review a timetable and procedures. We have received access to the Synod database for 
Commissioned Ministers for the LC-MS. 

After several searches we have narrowed our initial list to seven candidates. We are contacting 
them to make sure they are still available and open to receive a Call at this time. We are 
developing a list of interview questions. We hope to conduct a first interview with the 
candidates in the near future using a video chat format. 

If you know of a Synodically trained DCE that you would like to recommend to the committee, 
please send their name and where they are currently serving to Danielle Ganje 
(ganje@umn.edu) or Pastor Jon (jon@mtolive-anoka.org). We prefer someone who has 
interest and experience working with high school youth and young adults, with 3-10 years of 
experience in the field. Thank you. 

NOW HIRING: Mount Olive Christian Early Childhood Center is now hiring for two part time 
positions: 

 Part time Preschool Teacher (3 days per week) for Junior Kindergarten  
(4-6 year olds) 

 Part time Preschool Teacher Aide 9-12 hours per week 

Job descriptions and application are located at the Welcome Center. Deadline to apply for the 
positions is July 21. For more information, please call Linda Stroming at 763-350-0835 or email 
at Linda@mtolive-anoka.org. 

MOUNT OLIVE TEACHER ACCEPTS CALL 

To my church since 2005 and my work since 2010, it is with sadness and joy I inform you of a 
Call I have accepted. I will be worshipping and serving at Trinity Lutheran Church of Freistadt in 
Mequon, Wisconsin as the Director of the Early Childcare Center.  

God is good all the time and may His Kingdom continue to grow and He be given all the glory! I 
thank and praise God for this opportunity to spread God's love to His children, serving them 
through this new position. Please lift me up in prayer as I am taking on this 
new position. I have had the best example, Linda Stroming, who has taught 
me how to be kind, patient, and have joy in what I do. She is one-of-kind 
and I am so honored to have been given the opportunity to work beside 
such a great leader.  

I want to thank Mount Olive for being a place where we are actively living to 
love others to Christ. I have learned and grown so much in my spiritual faith 
walk with Christ because of the pastors, congregational members, and 
outreach programs. As I leave Mount Olive, I take with me knowledge of the 
cross, a servant's heart, and joy from the unconditional love and 
forgiveness from our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Thank you Mount Olive,  
God's peace to you, 
Melinda Neuenfeldt 

To the Mount Olive Congregation: 
You are invited to join us August 4

th
 for a Farewell Cake 

Reception for Melinda Neuenfeldt following the 9:30 service. 

mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:twalsh72@gmail.com
mailto:ganje@umn.edu
mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
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 Freedom of... 

By Pastor Randy Stroming 
We love our freedom in America. In America, we value what we treasure. In a few 
days we will be celebrating freedom (Independence Day). America prides itself on 
her freedom. We have a “Freedom of…” It is the Bill of Rights. The Bill of Rights was 
added as the first 10 amendments to our constitution. Freedom of religion, freedom 
of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of people to peaceably assemble, and 
many of the other freedoms we enjoy. For many Americans today, freedom means to 
be free from many types of restraints. We have a I can do anything and you are free 
to do anything attitude. It seems to me that type of thinking will only lead to less 
freedom and more chaos.  

Paul says, “’I have the right to do anything,’ but I will not be mastered by anything.” 
(1 Corinthians 6:12) Some had reasoned that they should go on sinning so that the 
grace of God’s forgiveness could increase. (Romans 6:1) No, says Paul. We have 
died to sin, and our freedom in Christ does not mean that everything we can do is 
good for ourselves or for others. We must still be wary of committing sin, which 
offends God and others. Too much freedom put us in bondage and we miss the 
freedom that we have from God. When our freedom is all about us and not about 
serving God and our fellowman we fall into temptation and a snare. We fall to sin. 

God’s love in Jesus, frees us from the bondage of sin. It opens up a new life that we 
need to surrender. God’s purpose is to proclaim liberty throughout the world that is 
ours through Jesus Christ. God has placed us this day in our free country to have 
freedom for becoming a contagious Christian. The greatest freedom that we have is 
the freedom that we have in Christ Jesus. This freedom wasn't free. Jesus paid the 
price. The Bible teaches that the penalty for sin is death, but you and I have been set 
free from this penalty. The Bible tells us that Jesus died to set us free from the 
penalty of sin. Instead of death, we have been given eternal life. The ultimate 
freedom is Heaven! This freedom in Christ calls us to celebrate, to share and to live 
out each day.  

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do 
not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  
(Galatians 5:1) 

Now the LORD is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the LORD is, 
there is freedom. (2 Corinthians 3:17)  

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in 
love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: "Love 
your neighbor as yourself." (Galatians 5:13-14) 

 

In His Word,  

Pastor Randy  

https://bibles.org/eng-NIV/1Cor/6/12
https://bibles.org/eng-NIV/Rom/6/1
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/galatians/5/
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/2-corinthians/3/
http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/galatians/5/
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Life Bible Study Opportunities 

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study: Following is the summer schedule for this group. 
The Tuesday Women's Bible study will be meeting twice in July to do a mini study on 
Islam. We will be watching a video called Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus, and studying 
a booklet put out by the Lutheran Heritage Foundation called Sharing the Faith with 
Your Muslim Friend. All women are welcome on these Tuesday mornings at 
10:30 AM.  

 July 9 & 23: Video/discussion on Islam 
 August 6: Movie and discussion 
 August 27: DVD on Paul, The Apostle of Christ.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Chris Schomburg  
at 763.439.5565 or Karen Albu at 763.432.7652.  
 
Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study meets at 6:00 AM in the Coffee Shop. 
Contact Jeff Paschke at 763.427.5539. 
 
Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study: This summer we will be looking at 
Women of the Bible. Please join us for Bible study and fellowship Wednesday 
mornings from 6:00 - 7:00 AM  in Room 1115, next to the coffee shop. Simply stop in 
or email Paulette at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 
 
Thursday Video Matinees are be held during the summer 
months from 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Room 1115. The 
schedule will be in the bulletin or contact Jim Rootes (the 
facilitator) at farmalldork@gmail.com for information. The 
next Video Matinee is "The Current" on Thursday, July 25 
The plan for this study is to show the video and then conduct 
a Bible study related to the video. You can bring your own 
lunch if you wish. The youth are invited to these sessions also. 
 
First Place 4 Health are doing activities all summer long. It is open to the whole 
congregation as most all events are free. We have summer walking activities to get 
people out doors and active:  

 June 27: Elm Creek Walk  
(start at Champlin by LifeTime Fitness off 169 by water tower 6:30 PM) 

 July 11: Dam Walk  
(Coon rapids Dam 6:30 PM, park parking pass is required unless you park 
outside the park) 

 July 18: Blaine: The lakes walk  
(Blaine Lakes 125th and Radisson Road 6:30 PM. Main Park Entrance) 

 July 28: Bunker Park Wave Pool 7:15-8:15 PM  
($3 entry + $5 parking) 

 Aug 1: Elm Creek Walk  
(Champlin by lifetime Fitness off 169 by water tower 6:30 PM) 

 Aug 8: Blaine: The Lakes walk 6:30 PM 
 Aug 15: Coon Rapids Dam 6:30 PM 
 Aug 22: Bunker Park Waive Pool 7:15-8:15 PM ($3 entry + $5 parking) 

 
NEXT SESSION STARTS with New Member Orientation on September 5.  
NEXT BIBLE STUDY STARTS September 12 — open to all congregation and 
friends who want to put God in charge of their health and wellness.  

 
 

Word Ministry Focus - Life + 
By Pastor Randy Stroming 

mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
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Witness   

 

Thank you to the following volunteers that volunteered at Franklin during the  

2018-19 school year: 

The Sheridan Story is made up of 13 volunteers from Mount Olive Church 

in Anoka, delivering a weekend food supply to Franklin Elementary school 

families in need. Kristin Bradley, Matthew Bradly, Helen Chelin, Jordanna 

Dombrovskis, Jon Haakana, Carin Huizenga, Kristen Ringler, Rolf 

Schomburg, Melissa Seestrom, Gwen Seivert, Linda Smetana, Karen Swing 

and Lenora Wold. Your time and efforts are appreciated. 

Franklin Elementary School 

Artisan Craft Fair/Bake Sale 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

FALL LUNCHEON 
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Saturday, October 12 
at Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

 

Mount Olive Fall Event 

All proceeds go to help support international, state, local and  

Mount Olive mission projects.  



 ~ 9 ~ 

 Witness Ministry Focus - WOMO  

By Jan Block  
LWML ONLINE: National website is 

www.lwml.org. Many of you use your email, 
text and other tech items on a daily basis. 
Check on the www.mnslwml.org and see all 
the many things that come up. There are 
items for ministries, events and resources. 

This is for the MN South District. Also, check our LWML table on 
the way to Cana Hall. It has several items for your use. There are Quarterlies, Mite 
Boxes and calendars that can be used to help fill your mite boxes. Encourage children 
to use them also. 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

W
IT

N
E

S
S

W
IT

N
E

S
S

  

Christian Greeting Card Boxes  
are available in  

Room 1115 

The Red Cross Bloodmobile 

Monday, July 29 

12:30-6:30 PM 

Ages 17 and up  

(weighing a minimum of 110 lbs.)  

Free childcare available 

Sign up Today or Call the Church (763-421-3223) 

Save time by going to www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass for prescreening 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

http://www.lwml.org/
http://www.mnslwml.org
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Elementary Youth 

By Carol Kietzman  

Upcoming Events 
July 11-15:  Senior Youth National Youth Gathering 

July 15-18:  Junior Youth to Wilderness 

 A great big thank you to everyone who came, people that donated things,  

volunteers that helped, and all those who prayed for this years  

VACATION  BIBLE SCHOOL.   

We learned that when life is unfair, scary, changes, sad and Good  
that GOD IS GOOD! 

We laughed, played, and sang, all to the glory of God.  

Over 140 kids from Mount Olive Church, school, and the surrounding  

community came to learn and praise the name of Jesus!   

It was a great week, and we pray that the seeds of faith that were planted this 

week spread to the kids’ families, friends, and continue to grow into a strong 

and lasting faith in Jesus Christ! 
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For more information 

please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Youth and Family:  

Sunday School  

Confirmation 

763-421-7156 x107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Junior Youth 

Summer Servant Event  
Monday, July 15 through Thursday, July 18 

at the Wilderness Fellowship in Frederic, WI. 

We will work hard, play hard  

and worship hard! 
 

All youth who have completed grades 6-8 are eligible to attend.  

You can find more information on the bulletin board outside  

of Carol Kietzman’s office. 

Heart Beat 

Senior Youth 
Please join us in praying for the 40 adults and youth attending the LCMS National 

Youth Gathering this July 11-16 in Minneapolis! We will be learning, studying God’s 

Word, praying, eating, serving, playing, and gathering with over 20,000 Christian teens 

from across the country. Even though you can’t be there, you can see what’s happening 

during the week through the gathering website and even watch our nightly mass event 

at the US Bank Stadium.   

FOLLOW THE GATHERING ONLINE 

For those not attending the Gathering, a livestream of Mass Events and Monday 

Worship will be on www.lcmsgathering.com. Join the conversation using #NYG2019 on:  

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/lcmsnyg/) 

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/LCMSNYG/) 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/LCMSNYG)  

Snapchat (https://www.snapchat.com/add/lcmsnyg)  

Please keep us in prayer as we grow closer to one another and with our Lord.  Pray for 

safety, for health, and for each youth to hear the message that Jesus is 

REAL.PRESENT.GOD. 

Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth;  
give me an undivided HEART, that I may fear your name.  

I will praise you, O Lord my God, with all my HEART;  
I will glorify your name forever.” Psalm 86:11-12 

http://www.lcmsgathering.com
https://www.instagram.com/lcmsnyg/
https://www.facebook.com/LCMSNYG/
https://twitter.com/LCMSNYG
https://www.snapchat.com/add/lcmsnyg


Upcoming Events 

July 2019 
Saturday Night Service           5:30 PM 

(contemporary service) 
 

Sunday Worship Services:  

      Classic Grace:                    8:00 AM 

                              (traditional service) 

      Living Praise:                     9:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

 

 

700 Western St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

Phone: 763.421.3223 

Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 

Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  

Summer Worship Hours: Saturday - 5:30 PM; Sunday - 8:00 AM & 9:30 AM 
       (No Saturday Worship: July 6 or August 31)  

July 3: NO Midweek Meals 

July 4: Independence Day - Church Office Closed 

July 5: Church Office Closed 

July 8-11: Mount Olive Preschool Growing Green 
Summer Camp 

July 8-12: Meals on Wheels 

July 21: Men’s Ministry Twins Game 

July 25: Thursday Video Matinee 

July 27: 500 Card Club Fellowship 

July 29 - August 1: Mount Olive Preschool Buggy About Bugs Summer Camp 


