
O
L

IV
E

 P
R

E
S

S
 

Volume 22 Issue 1 A Congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod January 2021 

“The Red Letter Challenge” 
Welcome to 2021! I’m guessing most of us are relieved to be past 2020 because of the 
craziness and uncertainty brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic. Most of us are 
also hopeful that this year will be better and that many things will return to normal, or 
at least somewhat normal. At Mount Olive most of us look forward to the day we can 
gather to worship, grow, serve and fellowship together once again. 
 
But, there is one “normal” I’d like to see change. Why does the world around us and 
the life we live not look anything like the reality Jesus talked about? Why is there no 
significant difference between the lives of those who call themselves Christians and 
the rest of the world? What kind of a witness can we be in this world if we simply look 
the same as everyone else? What can we do? Rather than shrugging it off, isn’t it time 
to change people’s perceptions about the followers of Jesus Christ? 
 
I am excited to announce that Mount Olive will be part of a national church movement -
The Red Letter Challenge. 
 
What Is Red Letter Challenge? Red Letter Challenge is a dynamic 40-day             
experience that helps people more effectively follow Jesus Christ! That’s the big idea. 
Taking Jesus’ words, the ones that are written in red letters in your Bibles, and putting 
them into practice. Literally. That’s the very unoriginal yet revolutionary idea that’s 
going to change not just the followers of Jesus, but the world in which we live! 
 
The Red Letter Challenge focuses on Jesus' commands to His disciples. As Pastor 
Zach Zehnder (author of Red Letter Challenge) examined all that Jesus said to His 
disciples, he found five principles most important to Jesus: Being, Forgiving, Serving, 
Giving and Going. We believe that helping people in these five areas will lead to     
incredible spiritual growth for the people in our church.  
 
When Will the Challenge Begin? The actual 40-day challenge will begin here at 
Mount Olive on Friday, January 8 and continue through Tuesday, February 16. What a 
great way to lead into Lent which begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17. We will   
cover the introduction and five themes of the challenge in our weekend services      
beginning January 9 and 10. 
 
How Can I Follow Along? There are three ways to participate in our Red Letter  
Challenge:  

1) Find a Bible in your home that has Jesus’ words in red and start reading them for 
the 40 days of the challenge.  

2) Participate in worship either onsite or online for the 6 weeks of the challenge, 
January 9/10 through February 13/14.  

3) Get a workbook filled with assigned readings, commentary and simple exercises to 
complete and put into practice. There is a workbook for youth and adults, and one for 
kids. It is not necessary to have one, but if you would like one, they are available at the 
Welcome Desk at church. We ask that you take one adult and/or kids book per 
household. Suggested donation is $20 per book and can be paid when you pick up 
your book. 
 

Hope you can be with us for each week of this world-changing challenge! 
 

Connecting People to Jesus, 

Pastor Jon 
 

“In an era where people are struggling with discipleship, diving into the words of Jesus is one of the best 
things you can do. I love how Red Letter Challenge makes it easy to get an entire church diving deeper 
into the teachings of Christ.”                                       

– Carey Nieuwhof – Founding Pastor of Connexus Church, Author and Speaker  
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Red Letter Challenge Workbooks: There is a workbook for youth and adults, and one 
for kids. It is not necessary to have one, but if you would like one, they are available at 
the Welcome Desk at church. We ask that you take one adult and/or kids book per 
household. Suggested donation is $20 per book and can be paid when you pick up 
your book. 

Sermon Series January - February 2021 

"The RED LETTER Challenge" 

Date  Weekly Theme            Readings 

January 9/10  “Introduction”     James 1:19-25; Matthew 9:35-38   

January 16/17  “Being”       Hebrews 12:1-11; Mark 2:23-28  

January 23/24  “Forgiving”      1 John 2:1-6; John 8:1-11  

January 30/31  “Serving”      Philippians 2:5-11; John 4:31-38   

February 6/7  “Giving”      Malachi 3:6-12; Luke 21:1-4  

February 13/14  “Going”      Acts 1:1-11; John 20:19-23  

Options for Attending Worship 

IN-HOUSE WORSHIP: NEW! Service times:  

Saturday: 5:30 PM (Devotional); Sundays: 8:00 AM (Traditional) and  

10:00 AM (Contemporary).  

MOUNT OLIVE’S WEBSITE: www.mtolive-anoka.org  

FACEBOOK: Search for Mount Olive Anoka 

YOUTUBE: Search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka 

QCTV CABLE TV CHANNEL 15 for the cities of Anoka, Andover, Champlin and Ramsey 

on Sundays at 6:30 AM and 12:00 PM. Services aired are from the previous week. 

WORSHIP SERVICES ON DVD: Please call Brenda Schwarz at 763.421.7156 x 103 if you 

or someone you know is unable to view the worship services online. A DVD can 

be mailed to you later in the week.  

DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO THE INTERNET BUT STILL HAVING ISSUES? Still have a 

question, call Brenda Schwarz at 763.421.7156 x 103 for some help. 

For more information 
please contact: 

 

Pastor Jon Haakana 

763.421.7156 x 101 

jon@mtolive-anoka.org 

Worship Series at Mount Olive 

mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
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Brews and Good News – Join us on the 
1st & 3rd Thursdays of each month on Zoom 
for a social gathering of men. Pastor Jon will 
send out an email a few days ahead of time 
with a link for the Zoom meeting. If you are 
not receiving the emails and would like to, 
please contact the church office and talk with 
Brenda. (763.421.7156 x 103 or 
Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org)  

See you online! 

HYMNALS & COMMUNION PACKETS: Lutheran Service hymnals are available for you to pick up to 

enhance your online worship. Communion Sunday for this month is January 16/17. If you would 

like a communion package to enjoy communion while worshipping at home, please contact 

Gwen Seivert (gwen@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.7156 x 110) to arrange a time for pick up.  

OPERATION  
CHRISTMAS 
CHILD 
Mount Olive again 
participated in 
OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS CHILD in 
2020, collecting over 1,000 
Shoeboxes filled with toys, 
paper, markers backpacks, 
dresses, games, cars, trucks, 
etc. AND a clear Jesus message. All this done in drive-by fashion. 

This was possible with many Mount Olive donating time, money and talents. Thanks 
especially to Erna for 223 boxes, Lenora making 40+ backpacks and dresses, Mount Olive 
Preschool for 60 boxes, Junior Youth for 65 boxes. And Senior Youth for loading over 1,000 
boxes into Don Huizenga's large trailer. And then transported to Forest Lake to join 10,000 
other boxes. The boxes then moved on to Chicago joining 11 millions of boxes for children 
in more than 100 Countries. 

The message of JESUS will be shared with millions of children. 
 

We are so thankful for all who contributed including our team Ken and Faith Peterson, Dick 
and Kathy West, Skip and Peggy Rumsch, Michelle Dawson and Michelle DeMarais. 

Mary and Steve Scarborough 

mailto:gwen@mtolive-anoka.org
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 Dear Members and Friends of Mount Olive Lutheran Church and the Mount Olive 

Early Childhood Center: 
 
It has been said that “all good things must come 
to an end.” I believe we would all say that as Mrs. 
Linda Stroming retired as the director of the 
Mount Olive Early Childhood Center at the end of 
December. She has faithfully and successfully led 
our preschool program for 40 years. She will be 
greatly missed as an important part of our staff, 
but we do know that even “good things must 
come to an end.” 
 
Because of the current pandemic we find 
ourselves in, and the safety protocols and limits 
we needed to put in place to comply with 
Minnesota Health Department guidelines, we are 
not going to be able to celebrate with Linda as we 
normally would, and certainly should. However, we 
are planning the following in recognition of Linda’s 
years of service: 
 
1. We will be recognizing Linda at our 8:00 & 10:00 AM worship services on 

January 31, 2021. We have a seating limitation of 250 people max. at each 
service. However, both services  will be livestreamed on our church website 
(www.mtolive-anoka.org), our Facebook page (Mount Olive Anoka) and our 
YouTube channel (Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka). 
 

2. We encourage you to send notes, letters or pictures with memories,                
thank-yous and well wishes for Linda to: Mount Olive Lutheran Church,                 
700 Western Street, Anoka, MN 55303. Please put attention to Brenda. 
 

3. We also want to give you the opportunity to contribute towards a gift to 
be given to Linda on January 31. The money will be used towards purchasing 
materials needed for raised garden beds for the Stroming cabin up north. You 
can drop off your donations at the Welcome Desk at church, mail them in, or 
give online through Give+ on our website, or on your phone using the Give+ 
app. 

 
Thank you for joining us in thanking God for the faithful and successful ministry 
of Mrs. Linda Stroming. God bless you all! 
 
Connecting People to Jesus, 
 
Pastor Jon T. Haakana 

Congratulations to Linda Stroming 
By Pastor Jon 
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Please join us for our return meeting of LWML group since January of 
2020. Meeting will be on Thursday, March 11 at 7:00 PM in Cana Hall. 
There will be a short devotion and some necessary business and 

discussion. We will be distanced as in a Bible Study. See you soon! 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  

1. LWML is a Lutheran Women Missionary League!! 

2. If you are a member of Missouri Synod Lutheran church, YOU are a member of a LWML 

group! 

3. A LWML goal is to collect mites to meet the mission goals set up by the national LWML 

conference and also the MN LWML Capital Conference. 

4. The LWML also gives aide and support to local, regional, national and international areas. 

5. Meetings include fellowship, service, Bible study and necessary business. Meetings are 

limited and/or as needed. 

6. When we had our annual Fall events, we were able to donate to all our youth groups, 
other groups at church and have helped any of our youth members that went on into 

church work.  

7. We have also helped with appliances and needs in the kitchen. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

1. Pick up a Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, a Women on a Mission quarterly newsletter and a 

Mission Offering Mite box from the purple covered table on the way to Cana Hall. 

2. Drop all your change into the Mite box and encourage your family (kids too) to do the 
same. Bring your filled Mite boxes to the Welcome Desk and exchange for another empty 

box from the table.  

3. Our group is the umbrella over the quilting group and Funeral Committee. We also strive 
to keep the kitchen area ready in case of an inspection. Think about helping out when we 
look for additional workers for the Funeral Committee (when and if the virus allows us to 

again serve our members.) 

4. Consider the mission work of our church. Due to the lack of our Fall Event, our funds are 

limited. 
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ELECTRONIC GIVING: Give + 5 Tools for Giving  
 (brochure with more information is located in the pew) 

1. Give+ Mobile App 

2. Give+ Text by texting 763.324.9754 

3. Give+ Online through our webpage: www.mtolive-anoka.org/online-giving.html  

4. Give+ at the Welcome Desk 

5. Give+ Simply Giving (as it has been available all this time) 

Thank you for your continued faithfulness. 

Look and Plan Ahead for March 15 

Mount Olive will be having our bi-annual Bloodmobile on 
Monday, March 15. Due to COVID restrictions, there will 
not be a signup at the table at church and walk-ins will 
not be accepted. You will need to connect to American Red Cross, find our location 
and register a time convenient for you. The Red Cross will put you on the schedule.  

http://www.mtolive-anoka.org/online-giving.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjoj7SE3_TbAhUB64MKHcSSBZ8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fconnect.vancopayments.com%2Fgiveplus&psig=AOvVaw02pvUm8-xpRasWDAKuoNPq&ust=1530218687825348
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Bible Study Opportunities 

By Pastor Randy Stroming 
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Join us for 
a “The Red Letter Challenge” and RightNow Media to 
become a greater follower in Jesus. Do you have what it 
takes to follow Jesus? In the Red Letter Challenge, you 
will be introduced, through the words of Jesus, to the five 
main principles of being a disciple. If you are tired of 
checking religious boxes, if you know that you were made 
for something more, and if you want to make a greater 
difference in this world, the Red Letter Challenge is for 
you! You are invited to join us for this 40-day challenge 
for the next six weeks, meeting each Sunday at 9:00 AM in Cana Hall. 

IN-THE WORD/ROMANS IN-DEPTH: Meet Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM and Wednesday 
evenings at 6:30 PM in the Meeting Room.  

The Wrath of God: The heading of Romans 1:18-32 (NIV) is, “God’s Wrath Against 
Mankind.” Paul proceeds to discuss the basis for God’s wrath against human beings. 
Humans suppress the truth about God through their godlessness and wickedness and as a 
consequence become subject to God’s wrath. How do humans know the truth about God? It 
has been made plain to each and every one of us since creation. God is the “Creator” and 
should be glorified, honored, and thanked for what He has created - especially humans who 
He loves. Instead, humans have decided to worship images created by humans and attempt 
to make gods in human images. This idolatry, evil, and wickedness remains and is practiced 
even now. n today’s world is there not wickedness, greed, depravity, envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, insolent, gossips, sexual impurity, slanderers, arrogant, boastful, and God-haters. 
Humans have become senseless, faithless, heartless, and ruthless. None of this evil and 
wickedness, rejection of God is pleasing to Him or meets His expectations for a perfect 
human race.   

Not meeting God’s expectation for love and perfection deserves His wrath. Humans imagine 
“God’s wrath” as fire and brimstone. But that is not the case; fire and brimstone does not 
occur. What is the worst thing that can happen? A personal example: I had a bad experience 
when I was young with my grandfather - we had a fight and did not speak or see each other 
for several days. I loved my grandfather very much - some thought I was his favorite 
grandchild. Being separated was hard on both of us because of our love for each other. The 
joy after being reunited cannot be expressed. That situation never happened again. Being 
separated from someone that loves you and you love can be unimaginable and unbearable. 
Even being separated from someone that loves you and you do not love may seem 
acceptable but is it really? God’s wrath is separation from Him - allowing humans to solve all 
the world’s problems.  God gave humans over to a depraved mind with sinful desires. Those 
of us that studied Isaiah remember what happened to God’s chosen people when they 
rejected Him - He let them to own devices to solve their own needs and problems. They failed 

miserably and even became enslaved by 
other nations. The world today appears to 

have exceeded previous levels of 
godlessness and wickedness. We may 

be experiencing God’s wrath at this very 
time. How to get out of this situation?  

WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDIES 

Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study is enjoying meeting Tuesdays at 4:00 PM on 
Zoom for an hour. We do have room for more women as we continue to study the “Attributes of 
God.” Contact Chris Schomburg (chrisschomburg@gmail.com) or Karen Albu (763.432.7652) 
for more information and to join us on zoom. 

Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our women's Bible study is still meeting 
and supporting each other in our quest for a closer relationship with our Lord and Savior. We 
meet online with ZOOM or simply on a group phone call from 6:00 - 7:00 AM. We are studying, 
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” We would love to have you join us, contact Paulette Lenz at 
mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: Because of the governors new restrictions, First 
Place will be meeting online on Thursdays from 7:00 - 8:30 PM. Please contact Janet Orrick 
(763.323.0939) if you are interested.  

 

For more information 
please contact: 

 

Pastor Randy Stroming 

763.421.7156 x 102 
Randy@mtolive-anoka.org 

2 Chronicles 7:14: If my people, who are called by 

my name, will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 

then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 

sin and heal their land.  

mailto:chrisschomburg@gmail.com
mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
mailto:Randy@mtolive-anoka.org
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Mount Olive Christian Early Childhood Center 

For more information 
please contact: 

 

Cari Watkins 

Preschool Director  

763.421.7156 x 109 

cari@mtolive-anoka.org 

Registration for the 2021-22 school year will open to the public on January 25 at 9:00 AM.  However, members of 

Mount Olive may sign up Sunday, January 24, starting at 9:00 AM.  We want to ensure that first priority is 

given to the children who are attending now and to Mount Olive Church Members.  Because of a lot of inquiries 

about certain classes, we are anticipating that some of our classes may fill up right away.   

Choosing the right program for your child is an important decision. Please let us know if you would like to set up a 

tour or if you have any questions. 763.421.9048 or cari@mtolive-anoka.org. 

Baby Jesus Dolls 

Celebrating Jesus birth, 
we followed the star 
looking for baby Jesus 
around the building.  

mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Glory to God in the Highest 

 Luke 2:14 

...keeping watch over their flock by night.  Luke 2:8 

This is INDEED 

the Savior of the World 

 John 4:42 

Thank you to our volunteers! Almost 60 people helped to create this wonderful event! 

Special thanks to the Risse Family who graciously shared their home with us. 

We were able to share the message of Jesus birth with 187 cars & over 600 people!   

It was such a joyful blessed night! 

...keeping watch over their flock by night.  Luke 2:8 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Drive-Thru Live Nativity  

Oh come, let us sing to the Lord   

Psalm 95:1 

For more pictures and videos of the Drive-Thru Live Nativity, 
please see Mount Olive’s Facebook page. 

Sunday School and Bible Study 
 

For the next 6 weeks we will be  
participating in The Red Letter Challenge 

along with all of Mount Olive.   
We are going to be studying the words of 
Jesus and learning how to live like Him. 

 
 

Join us starting 
January 10  

Family Sunday School  
(Family Center) 

              Sundays at 9:00 AM 

 

January Memory Gem 

Family Sunday School  

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763.421.7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Youth Ministry 

Continuing Hybrid Learning In January 
In January, we will continue meeting both in person and online. On Wednesdays, we will 

have a zoom meeting for students at home, which will allow them to join the in-person 

group for large group, and then they will have some time to gather as a virtual small group 

following the lesson. The zoom meeting information is sent out weekly in the youth weekly 

email. Our Sunday offering may have to change a little the next few weeks as we do the red 

letter challenge since it is a video based discussion. The details for Sunday’s virtual option 

will be included in the youth weekly email once I work out those details. 

 

Youth Fellowship Opportunity 
We will be hosting a youth fellowship event at church, Monday, January 18 from  

1:00 AM-1:00 PM. It will be a COVID responsible gathering, so the details of the agenda 

could change as meeting restrictions change. Regardless, we will be offering an 

opportunity for our students to safely gather, be in relationship with each other and maybe 

even enjoy some games and snacks. As we get closer to the date, details for the event will 

be included in the youth weekly email. 

 

The Red Letter Challenge 
For the next few weeks, we will be joining the rest of the congregation in the Red Letter 

Challenge on Sunday mornings. The Red Letter Challenge is an opportunity for all of us to 

reset at the start of the year, get back to the basics and take time contemplating what our 

faith looks like in action. 

 

There is a “workbook” with 40 Day Devotional material that compliments and deepens 

what we will be teaching in Sermons and Bible classes. I would encourage families to get a 

copy of the workbook from church (suggested donation of $20) and adopt it as a family 

devotional material over the 40 days we are taking the challenge here at Mount Olive. 

Please contact me if you are interested in using this material as a family devotion, but you 

are unsure or uncomfortable leading a family devotion for any reason. I would LOVE to 

walk with and support you as you get started!  

Sunday Lessons (9:00AM Start) Wednesday Lessons (6:30PM Start) 

1/3 - No Lesson - Winter Break 1/6 - Resolutions and Repentance 

1/10 - Red Letter Challenge - Introduction 1/13 - God’s Love for Rebels 

1/17 - RLC - Week of Being 1/20 - God’s Love for the Prideful 

1/24 - RLC - Week of Forgiving 1/27 - God’s Love for the Repentant 

1/31 - RLC - Week of Serving  

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763-421-7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

Young Adults 

 Alex Irwin 

Preschool Parent Connection 
January 12 & 14 starting at 9:30 AM, we will have another chance for parents of 

preschoolers at Mount Olive and in Anoka to connect with each other. All parents of 

preschoolers are welcome to join us. We will spread out in the Coffee shop area and ask 

participants to mask up, when they are not drinking coffee, as long as the statewide mask 

mandate is in place. Pick one day or come to both for some coffee and conversation. See 

you then! 

 

Childcare will be available. Please email Alex to let him know the ages of your children that 

will be present, so we can staff appropriately. 

 

New Young Adult Small Groups 
In January, we are taking the Red Letter Challenge together! We will meet Sundays at  

1:00 PM in the coffee shop area for the next six weeks. Each week, we will discuss the 

small group video then enjoy some time of fellowship and probably watching the second 

half of a football game. 

 

Pray for our College-age Adults! 
In January, we want to encourage everyone to especially remember the following 18-23 

year olds that are part of our life at a Crossroads Ministry. At this moment, I have spoken 

to four individuals that would like to gather to pray for our young adults in this stage of 

their young adulthood, and we plan to meet for the first time this month. If you want to 

join us this month or in the near future contact me. 

 

Alyssa Okeson   Kalie Watkins 

Hayley Walsh   Mitch Finn 

Josh Meinert   Grant Colestock 

Anastasia Gregory   Adam Kalahar 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family


WORSHIP - Onsite Worship Hours: 
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Devotional Worship) 
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional Worship) 

  9:00 AM Educational Hour 
10:00 AM (Contemporary Worship) 

 

Online Worship:  
Tune-in to our Live Sunday Worship 
8:00 & 10:00 AM 

 

Mount Olive Website: 
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/  
 
YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka): 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 
 

Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka): 
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 

Upcoming Events 

 NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

P A I D 
ANOKA, MINN 

PERMIT 55 

Change Service Requested 

January 2021 

700 Western St. 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Phone: 763.421.3223 
Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 
Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  

Wednesdays in January: Drive-Up/Carry-Out Meals 5:30-6:15 PM 

January 2: NO Saturday Worship 

January 4-8: Meals on Wheels 

January 7 & 21: Brews & Good News 

January 8 -  February 16: Red Letter Challenge 

Sermon Series, Sunday School & Youth,  

Adult Bible Study 

January 10: Vision Assembly 

January 12: Preschool Open House 

January 31: Recognition of Linda Stroming’s Retirement  

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

