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There is an old story about a happy little boy who went out into the field wearing a 
baseball cap. In one hand he carried a baseball, and in the other a baseball bat. His 
face bore a look of tremendous confidence. Cocking his bat, he tossed the ball into the 
air, saying, "I’m the greatest batter in the world!" Then he swung and missed. "Strike 
one," he said. He picked up the ball, examined it, and then threw it into the air again. 
As he swung, he repeated, "I’m the greatest batter in the world." Once again he 
missed. "Strike two," he said. This time, he stopped to examine his bat to make sure 
there wasn’t a hole in it. Then he picked up the ball, adjusted his cap, and tossed the 
ball into the air for the 3rd time. He repeated again, "I’m the greatest batter in the 
world," and swung with all his might and missed for the 3rd straight time. "Wow" he 
cried, "What a pitcher. I’m the greatest pitcher in the world!" 

We have begun a new year, and as we look back over the last 12 months, I’m not sure 
whether most of us would be considered pitchers or batters. One thing is for sure, at 
times we have all struck out. So I guess it’s good to be able to start over afresh.  

What do you anticipate for this year? Are you full of enthusiasm, looking forward 
eagerly to what each day will bring? Or are you filled with a sense of dread, worried 
that this year will be worse than last year was for you? Like the little boy with the bat, 
may I suggest that your attitude, your frame of mind, your reaction to its events will 
largely determine whether this year is a year of victory or a year of defeat. 

The Apostle Paul was never one to let circumstances conquer him. Rather, with the 
help of God, he was determined to win the victor’s crown. Listen as his attitude, 
dedication, determination shine through in these words found in Philippians 3:12-14: 
"…I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do 
not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." 

Sometimes, we dwell upon the negative and begin to feel sorry for ourselves. Maybe 
this past year was a time of transition in your life the kids grew up and married and left 
home and you’re now trying to deal with the empty nest syndrome. Maybe your job 
came to an end and you’re having a tough time making ends meet. Maybe a loved one 
died and you’re trying to deal with the lingering grief and loneliness you feel. Maybe it 
was a time when sin got a real hold in your life, and you now feel the burden and guilt 
of that sin. 

But Paul said, "Forgetting what is behind…" In other words, "God, I commit it to you. I 
seek your forgiveness for all the sins of the past, and I look forward to what lies ahead. 
And right now I’m going to live today the best I can." 

We’ve just gone through another Christmas season in which we were reminded again 
that "God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son." In His love, God 
offered us the most wonderful gift that we could ever receive - the gift of love and 
grace. 

Grace is the fresh start we all need, not just at the beginning of the New Year, but at 
the beginning of each day. So, go into 2020 assured of God’s love, and knowing that in 
Jesus, you have a fresh start to live in Him and for Him. 

 

Connecting People to Jesus,                                                                                     

Pastor Jon 

New Sermon Series Beginning January 4/5 

The Path - A Study in Proverbs 

 

“A Fresh Start” 
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Compassionate Friends 
Marcy Weight 

NEXT MEETING: January 13, 1:00 PM at River Oaks. 

Members of Compassionate Friends meet monthly to offer Christian love, hope, 
strength and companionship to: 
 

 Cope with a recent diagnosis of cancer 

 Meet the daily challenges of a chronic 
disease or terminal illness 

 Encourage a neighbor, family member or 
friend suffering from a diagnosis of an 
acute disease 

  Offer hope to you as a survivor 

This support group is open to everyone who has gone 
through or is going through an illness. Call Marcy at 
763.755.6368 for more information. 

Stephen Ministry 
Dave Dawson 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
It’s that wonderful time of year when we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. Also a time of celebrating with family and friends,  
honoring traditions old and new. 

It’s the holiday gala and music and many cherished 
memories. It is a time that brings with it a flood of very strong 
emotions. 

It is during this festive season with so many people around 
that people can also feel isolated and lonely. If you or 
someone you know has the holiday blues, feels lonely or just 
feels down, you or they do not have to go it alone. 

Our Stephen ministry here at Mount Olive is here to help. A Stephen minister will 
walk along side you for as long as needed, pray with you, cry with you and just 
listen to you. It will be confidential. Don’t delay to reach out this Christmas season. 
God Bless! 

 Leadership team: 

Dave Dawson   763.257.3295 
Bruce Degen   763.228.1468 
Angie Hefner   763.323.6592 
Jan Peters   612.396.6503 
Randy Stroming   763.350.3105 
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Operation Christmas Child Update 

Mary Scarborough 

Meet Former Shoebox Recipient - Yuliya Shubina  
Yuliya Shubina grew up in a closed country in Central Asia where it 
was illegal to be a Christian, to own a Bible, and to share the Gospel. 
But God supernaturally reveals Himself even in closed, hard-to-reach 
countries. Yuliya received a beautiful purple shoe box gift when she 
was 9 years old. Even though Yuliya did not understand why someone 
from the United States would send her a gift, she was excited to 
receive so many beautiful new things. At the time, Yuliya’s favorite item 
in the shoebox gift was a stuffed dog. Coming from a closed country 
where the Gospel was not allowed to be shared freely, the shoebox 
and its contents were a personal expression of God’s love for her.   

Now looking back, she sees that the letter from the girl who sent the 
gift was the most important item. The letter ended with these words:  “I’m praying for you,” 
and that letter formed a pen pal friendship for several years. Those words planted a seed in 
her heart and stirred the curiosity of who the Lord is and why someone who has never met 
her, from all the way across the ocean, could not only bless her with a gift, but would also 
be praying for her.  

Yuliya eventually came to the United States to finish high school where she accepted 
Christ. She was even able to meet the girl who sent her the shoebox gift and the message 
of God’s unconditional love. Today, Yuliya serves as Domestic Speakers Bureau Manager 
for Operation Christmas Child. She loves to travel and tell her story of God’s hand at work in 
her life. 

DEVOTIONAL WRITTEN BY FORMER SHOEBOX RECIPIENT YULIYA SHUBINA 

“For we are powerless against this great horde that is coming against us.  
We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” (2 Chronicles 20:12)  

We may not face a great multitude like Jehoshaphat did (2 Chronicles 20:2) but we have and will face 
many other challenges in life that will leave us scared and clueless of what to do. For me that 
cluelessness at times was paralyzing, leaving me at the foothill of a mountain I was facing for an 
extended period of time before I finally figured out I was simply to go up that mountain, one small step 
at a time with the Lord by my side.  

It is easy to get overwhelmed and paralyzed when whatever we are facing seems impossible to 
overcome. But faith is about trusting the Lord through the unknown and through the impossible, even 
if it never becomes known or ever turns into possible.  

I hope during the times of ‘we do not know what to do’ we become afraid of God and not of the 
situation, and do what Jehoshaphat did, ‘set his face to seek the Lord’. (2 Chronicles 20:3)  

Even though the outcome of our battle may be different than the outcome of Jehoshaphat’s battle, 
may we keep our eyes on Him as He promises to keep His eyes on us. ‘ 

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;  
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.” (Psalm 32:8) 

THANK YOU MOUNT OLIVE for another great year collecting boxes for Operation Christmas Child. This 
year Mount Olive collected 1,498 boxes that where combined with five other North Metro churches 
for a total of 8,532 boxes. Each of those were examined for proper gifts for little ones and then added 
the message of Jesus. Last year this project sent over 10.6 million boxes worldwide with a clear JESUS 
message. We are anxious to see the totals for this year. God is at work. 

The Mount Olive team making this possible was Ken and Faith Peterson, Dick and Kathy West, Connie 
Norman, Skip and Peggy Rumsch. Other important mentionables: Erna Sandness contributing 210 
boxes, Peggy Rumsch assisting River Oaks to fill many boxes, Mount Olive Preschool and Senior Youth 
shopping and filling many boxes. AND Don Huizenga for transporting all 1,498 boxes to Forest Lake 
and assisting loading them all in large semi trucks. AND Senior High youth, just returning from their 
Retreat, loaded all the heavy cartons into Don's large rig. 

THANKS AGAIN TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED time, effort and money so that millions of children receive 
gifts and the eternal message of Jesus. 

(https://myocc.samaritanspurse.org/seconnect/newsletter/national-collection-week-devotional-day-8/) 
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January Worship Series 

Pastor Jon Haakana 

New Series Beginning January 4/5 

“The Path” – A Study in Proverbs 
 

January 4/5 “Your Direction Determines Destination” Proverbs 7:7-27 

January 11/12 “Making a Course Correction” Proverbs 27:12 

January 18/19 “Your Heart Matters” Proverbs 3:5-6 

January 25/26 “Getting Help Along the Way” Proverbs 15:22 

Christmas Worship Schedule 

EXHALE NEWS  “We breathe in YOUR grace and exhale”  

 

 

  

Join us for Saturday Night WorshipJoin us for Saturday Night Worship  

January 11, 5:30 PM 

                                 …. celebrating offsite afterwards 

Watch for details to come on date and time.  

… A WOMEN’S MINISTRY  
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2020 Vision 

Pastor Randy Stroming 
As we get ready to walk into a New Year and decade we need to be ready. We need 

to see clearly what we need and what we need to do. God does give us 20/20 vision 

to walk into 2020. Let’s remember this: Spiritual growth is intentional, not automatic. 

However, we have made it an extra-curricular activity, not an essential of life.  

 

 So it’s Important to remember: 

 We were created to have fellowship with God. 

 Jesus died and rose again to make a relationship with God possible. 

 Personal time alone with God was Jesus’ source of strength. 

 Every person who has been effective in service for God, developed 

this habit. 

 You cannot be a healthy, growing Christian without it. 

The Purpose: To give devotion and worship to God/To get direction from God. 

 

How to Begin... 

 Select a specific time - Whatever time you set, be consistent 

 Choose a special place away from distractions 

 Gather the resources you will need. Bible, notebook, pen/pencil  

 Follow a simple method: 15 minutes with God 

 

 Relax and be still - breath (1 minute) 

 Repent - humility before your God / He is God (2 minute) 

 Read Scripture/devotion book or website (4-5 minutes) 

 Reflect & Listen & Record - speak to me God/Keep your journal short and 

sweet - Meditation (3 minutes) 

 Respond in Prayer (4 minutes) 

 Adoration (Who God is) 

 Confession (Who I am) 

 Thanksgiving (What He has given) 

 Supplication (What I/others need) 

 

Blessing to all of you in 2020! 



~ 6 ~ 

 

W
O

R
D

W
O

R
D

  
Life Bible Study Opportunities 

Sunday Morning Bible Studies 

Sunday’s Adult Bible Study: Study on 1 Peter begins January 5 at 9:15 AM in Cana Hall and will 
continue each Sunday. We all have times of suffering in our lives. I don’t think it is something that 
we are thrilled to have but none the less it is part of our journey. We as God's people must live this 
imperfect world every day. We live with a new birth into a living Hope in Jesus and citizens of God’s 
kingdom. The God of Hope comforts us in His Grace to give us Hope and share this Hope. In The 
Book of 1 Peter, Kyle Idleman walks through the short letter and unpacks the importance of our 
witness in this world. The question is “How do we live out our lives in faith to give a hope in the 
midst of suffering?“ 

Highlighted Verses Bible Study meets each Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM. There is a lot of 
discussion and learning occurring during this Bible study. If there are any questions, contact Jim 
Rootes at farmalldork@gmail.com. 

Adult Gospel Project Bible Study: Meets at 9:15 AM Sunday mornings in Room 1115. We are 
continuing our journey through the Scriptures using The Gospel Project. It is a great curriculum that 
will help us all understand that “the Bible is not a collection of stories, it is one story, the story of 
God’s plan of redemption through Jesus Christ.” And the best part is that all the kids, from Nursery 
through Senior Youth, will be studying the same lessons. What a great opportunity for you as 
parents to be able to discuss the lessons further as a family! 

 

 

Weekly Bible Studies 

Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study: All women are welcome to join us on Wednesdays, 
January 15 and 29 at 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM in Room 1115. January 15 they will be finishing up the 
current study and then on January 29 they will begin a new study by Beth Moore called, The 
Patriarchs. The Patriarchs is a journey through Genesis 12-50. Explore concepts such as blessing, 
covenant, and promise, and the bearing each has on a New Testament believer's life today. 
Contact Karen Albu at 763-432-7652 or 763.226.4495 (text only) or Chris Schomburg at 
ChrisSchomburg@gmail.com for more information.  

Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study meets at 6:00 AM in the Coffee Shop. Contact Jeff 
Paschke at 763.427.5539. 

Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study: We will be digging deeper into knowing Jesus as our 
Savior by studying the book of John. Please join us for Bible study and fellowship Wednesday 
mornings from 6:00 - 7:00 AM in the Conference Room behind the Library. Simply stop in or email 
Paulette at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

In the Word Wednesday Bible Study continues with the study of Isaiah. We have about ten 
chapters remaining in the study. The expectation is to begin an in-depth study of Romans. Contact 
Jim Rootes at farmalldork@gmail.com. 

Sharing and Building Your Faith Bible Study: January 23, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM in Room 1115. 
Once a month there has been a Bible study sharing individual’s DVDs that illustrate a Christ 
centered life. The images have shown how God takes care of us in a multitude of different 
situations, whether good or bad. He shows His love for each and every one of us. Contact Jim 
Rootes (the facilitator) at farmalldork@gmail.com for more specific information.  

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: Meets on Thursdays from 7:00 - 8:30 PM (optional 
6:30 - 7:00 PM exercise session.) Please contact Janet Orrick (763.323.0939) if you are interested.  

†          †          †          †          †          †          † 

Word Ministry Focus - Life + 
Pastor Randy Stroming 

mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
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As we begin a New Year as a church family, I would 

like once again to stress the importance of being part 

of a small group here at Mount Olive. There are 

several small group Bible studies each week, and home 

groups that meet for study, encouragement, prayer 

and fellowship. We call them L.I.F.E. Groups here at 

Mount Olive. 

Now certainly we don’t require participation in one of 

these groups, but I would encourage you to consider 

being part of one for edification, spiritual growth, and 

for strengthening the body of Christ here at Mount Olive. I have reprinted 

portions of our L.I.F.E. Groups brochure to remind us as we ask the question, 

“Why small groups?”  

L.I.F.E Groups (Living in Faith Everyday) are a way of bringing people together 

as they seek to look closely, through the eyes of their hearts, at the guidance 

and transforming work of God in their lives.  

L.I.F.E. Groups are foremost a listening group, spiritually directed with the 

opportunity to describe the milestones, detours and questions of our own 

spiritual journeys.  

As Mount Olive grows in membership as a church, people may feel as if they are 

part of a crowd instead of a family. Some members may feel the church is 

“getting too big” and wish we could have that ‘small church’ feeling.  

L.I.F.E. Groups connect one another to each other and to the body of Mount 

Olive. The body of Mount Olive cannot care for every member of our church, 

but a L.I.F.E group can care for each of its members.  

Through a variety of Bible or topical book studies, each group sets their own 

schedules and plans fellowship and servant events. Prayer and care for each 

member becomes second-nature because lasting relationships have been 

formed. Join a group today! 

There are currently 16 L.I.F.E. Groups/Small Group Bible Studies at Mount 

Olive that meet on various days and evenings of the week. Leaders of L.I.F.E. 

Groups have a passion for people, caring and loving hearts and want to see 

others build in their relationship with Jesus and others. If you have this 

passion, please pray about serving as a L.I.F.E. Small Group leader. 

As we begin this New Year, I hope you will consider becoming a part of one of 

our LIFE Groups, whether you have never been part of one or would like to 

start again. For days, times, and leader contact information, please look at the 

“whole” LIFE Group brochure located under Welcome on the W’s board in the 

Welcome Center. Thank you! 

Pastor Jon 
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Witness Ministry Focus - WOMO 

By Jan Block 

 
January 17 
February 21 
March 20 

 
Registration: 5:00 - 6:00 PM 
Distribution: 6:00 - 7:30 PM 

(Volunteer Opportunity Hours: 2:00 - 8:30 PM) 

LWML ONLINE: National website is 

www.lwml.org. Many of you use your email, 
text and other tech items on a daily basis. 
Check on the www.mnslwml.org and see all 
the many things that come up. There are 
items for ministries, events and resources. 

This is for the MN South District. Also, check our LWML table on 
the way to Cana Hall. It has several items for your use. There are Quarterlies and Mite 
Boxes that can be used to help fill your mite boxes. Encourage children to use them 
also. 

Attention: The Women of Mount Olive will not meet until February.  

Welcome back to another special year of our Lord. Please note that we will not have a 
January meeting. As our numbers have decreased significantly, we are limiting our 
meeting dates. Keep your February 3 date on your calendar. Our mission money 
distribution will be determined at our February meeting. 

Upcoming Events:  

February 3 - Women of Mount Olive Meeting 

April 13 - LWML Spring Rally at Mount Olive 

SNOWBIRDS! New Address for the Winter Months? 

 

Heading to a warmer climate during our 

cold Minnesota winter? Please contact 

Brenda Schwarz at 763.421.7156 x 103 or 

brenda@mtolive-anoka.org with your 

temporary address if you would like us to 

mail your monthly newsletter or other 

mailings to your winter address.  

Please include the date that you will be 

leaving and returning. Thank you. 

http://www.lwml.org/
http://www.mnslwml.org
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For those of you who may be unaware, Mount 
Olive has in place a safety team, the purpose of 
which is to keep our members and visitors safe 
when attending worship and church sponsored 
events. 

Currently, the team consists of seven dedicated 
members. You may see them wearing the bright 
green shirts. They bring with them a variety of 
experience to include, but not limited to military, 
law enforcement, and first responder/first aid. 
Some of these team members also serve our Lord 
in other capacities such as Elders, helping out with 
our youth, and praise band. 

Why a safety team? We live in a sinful world 
where evil things happen. We have an obligation to 
our members and visitors to do everything we humanly can to keep them 
safe. 

"But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day  
and night to meet this threat." (Nehemiah 4:9)  

The safety team is also there for other situations such as first aid, weather, 
and fire emergencies should they occur. 

If you are interested in becoming a safety team member, please contact the 
church office, or ask someone wearing the bright green shirt. We are 
always looking for individuals dedicated to keeping Mount Olive a safe 
place to fellowship and worship. 

Mount Olive Safety Team 
Steve Johnson 

                    500 Card Club Fellowship 
 

We gather once a month for cards and fellowship. Not sure of how to 
play 500? We can teach you! Contact Harold Matson if you are interested 
or have questions: 612.532.8406 (cell) or 763.767.7290 (office).  
 

Join us Saturday, January 25 at 6:30 PM  
in the Coffee shop.  

Come for Pizza and Cards! 
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A Christmas Event 

The Miracle of Jesus 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Family Christmas Event. 

Everyone had a great time as they wandered through the town of Bethlehem. 

We pet the miniature highland cows and goats  

 Made yummy cinnamon rolls 

Made a craft with real sheep’s wool 

Caught some smelly fish in our nets 

Played with some yarn balls and made a toy with clay 

Ground some cloves, cinnamon, mint 

Saw a real baby in the manger 

But most importantly we all had a chance to hear the story of our  

Savior’s birth and to know that Jesus is with us! 
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For more information 

please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Jr. Youth and Family:  

Sunday School  

Confirmation 

763-421-7156 x107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Penny Walsh 

Senior Youth: 

penandtony@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events 
January 1  No Youth or Confirmation 

January 8  Confirmation and Youth Resume 6:30 PM 

Thank you to everyone who supported 
Mount Olive Senior Youth's, "Parent's Night 
Out" Babysitting Fundraiser on December 1. 
Twenty children, ages 14 months to age 8 
were cared for by 11 of our highly qualified 
Senior Youth. The youth and kids had so 
much fun, that we will be planning another 
event for later this winter! Can you tell who 
was having more fun-the Senior High Youth 
or the kids being cared for?! 

All proceeds will be supporting our Senior 
Youth attending short term mission trips this 
summer! Thanks again Mount Olive!  

Parent's Night Out Babysitting Fundraiser 

Senior Youth 
Penny Walsh 



Upcoming Events 

Saturday Night Service           5:30 PM 

(contemporary service) 
 

Sunday Worship Services:  

      Classic Grace:                    8:00 AM 

                              (traditional service) 

      Living Praise:                     9:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

      Living Praise:                   10:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

 

 

700 Western St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

Phone: 763.421.3223 

Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 

Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  

January 1: New Year’s Day - Church Office Closed 

January 11: Exhale: Women’s Ministry Event 

January 12: Vision Assembly 

January 15 & 29: Sisters in the Word Bible Study 

January 16: Healing Prayer Worship 

January 17: Manna Market 

January 23: Sharing and Building Your Faith  

Bible Study  

January 25: 500 Card Club Fellowship 

 


