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“Where Will Lent Take You This Year?”
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, this year on February 17. Lent takes us to Easter,
the celebration and experience of the new life that Jesus won for us on the cross and
through to His empty tomb. But, what does that really mean to you - where are you in
your life today? How is your journey going?
During Lent we acknowledge our brokenness, our sin, our mistakes - AND own up to
the consequences! We can't blame God or others - just humbly open ourselves up to
God and ask for forgiveness. That's HARD! When we acknowledge that, despite the
image we try to project, we just might actually have had SOME responsibility for the
messes our lives can get in. THAT'S the beginning of change, of repentance and of
new life.
So, this is where you and your story comes in... What brokenness has touched your
life? If you're like most of us, you won't have to look too hard to find something health, family, job, relationships or something else in your personal life. Ask God to
strip away the excuses, arrogance, fear and pride - and then ask Him to give you
forgiveness and healing. I promise you that your journey will almost instantly change and it may even get more difficult for a time as you are now bringing out in front of your
journey those issues that need attention (instead of ignoring them or blaming others including God).
"More difficult" is NOT all bad - it means that we are dealing with hard things - and if
we DON'T deal with them, they will deal with us - and that will NOT be pleasant.
By the way, help and support for the hard parts of your journey is here and available Just ASK!
Blessings in your Lenten journey,

Pastor Jon
LENT 2021 NOTES:
Lenten Midweek Worship - Wednesdays (February 17 - March 24), 6:30 PM only
this year. (Ash Wednesday includes communion.) Lent is the journey we make as we
travel with Christ from the Mount of Transfiguration to Jerusalem, where He will face
the cross and the grave for our sake. This year’s theme focuses upon the journey,
though perhaps not in the way we usually walk it. Our overall theme this year is
“Return to the Lord.”
In the Book of Joel, the prophet paints a vivid picture of the coming judgment of God,
the Day of the Lord. The imagery is bold and terrifying: hordes of locusts swarming
over the land and decimating everything. Joel’s prophecy has teeth even today as
wars rage, natural disasters threaten and destroy, and our culture seems to be
unraveling. But right in the middle of this frightening picture, we find a tender invitation
from the Lord: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster” (Joel 2:13).
God’s invitation and promise finds its fullness in Jesus Christ, who personifies and
accomplishes all that God declares.
Sundays in Lent - “The Choice.” Each day we make choices: what we will wear, eat
or do. We make choices that will affect ourselves and our family. We make spiritual
choices too: between right and wrong, who will we follow and serve, etc. We will look
at the Gospel readings assigned for this Lenten season and explore the choices the
disciples and we make, and the choice God made for us in Jesus.

Worship Series at Mount Olive

WORSHIP

Lenten Midweek Sermon Series
"Return to the Lord"
God’s invitation and promise finds its fullness in Jesus Christ, who
personifies and accomplishes all that God declares. During this season of
Lent, we will consider the theme “Return to the Lord” and examine how
the call to return played out in practical ways for the people who walked
alongside Christ as He demonstrated and carried out God’s grace and
mercy on our behalf, taking God’s wrath upon Himself, setting the stage
for God to “turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him.” (Joel 2:14)

Wednesdays

Weekly Theme

Readings

February 17
February 24
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24

“A Call to Return”
“Return to Prayer”
“Return from Betrayal”
“Return from False Witness”
“Return from Denial”
“Return to the Kingdom of God”

Joel 2:12-19; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Matthew 26:36-46
2 Samuel 15:12, 17:1-4; John 18:1-11
Matthew 26:57-68
Luke 22:54-62
John 18:28-38

Sunday Sermon Series: "The Choice"
Theme Verse: “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8 NIV

Sundays

Weekly Theme

Readings

February 20/21
February 27/28
March 6/7
March 13/14
March 20/21
March 27/28

“Choice between Right & Wrong”
“Who will you Follow?”
“What will you Get Rid of?”
“God’s Choice”
“Serving Self or Others?”
“Believe It or Not?”

Mark 1:9-15; James 1:12-18
Mark 8:27-38; Romans 5:1-11
John 2:13-22; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
John 3:14-21; Ephesians 2:1-10
Mark 10:35-45; Hebrews 5:1-10
John 12:20-43; Philippians 2:5-11

Options for Attending Worship
IN-HOUSE WORSHIP: Service times:
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Devotional); Sundays: 8:00 AM (Traditional) and
10:00 AM (Contemporary).
MOUNT OLIVE’S WEBSITE: www.mtolive-anoka.org
FACEBOOK: Search for Mount Olive Anoka

For more information
please contact:
Pastor Jon Haakana
763.421.7156 x 101
jon@mtolive-anoka.org

YOUTUBE: Search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka
QCTV CABLE TV CHANNEL 15 for the cities of Anoka, Andover, Champlin and Ramsey
on Sundays at 6:30 AM and 12:00 PM. Services aired are from the previous week.
WORSHIP SERVICES ON DVD: Please call Brenda Schwarz at 763.421.7156 x 103 if you
or someone you know is unable to view the worship services online. A DVD can
be mailed to you later in the week.
DO YOU HAVE ACCESS TO THE INTERNET BUT STILL HAVING ISSUES? Still have a
question, call Brenda Schwarz at 763.421.7156 x 103 for some help.

HYMNALS & COMMUNION PACKETS: Lutheran Service hymnals are available for you to pick up to
enhance your online worship. Communion Sunday for this month is February 20/21. If you would
like a communion package to enjoy communion while worshipping at home, please contact
Gwen Seivert (gwen@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.7156 x 110) to arrange a time for pick up.

The MMC consists of the
following officers:
Welcome to our NEW and re-elected Mission and Ministry Council
(MMC) members:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tony Walsh (re-elected President)
Ben Bremer (Treasurer)
Justin Rucks (Member-at-Large - 3 year term)
Jeanne Okeson (Member-at-Large - 2 year term)
Jennifer Shaner (Member-at-Large - 2 year term)
Robert Polster (Member-at-Large - 1 year term)

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Five Members-At-Large are
also included on the board
with the officers.

Duties of the Council:
1. The MMC shall act in all matters pertaining to the legal and general welfare of the congregation,
except those reserved for the Vision Assembly in Article VII. C. of the Constitution.
2. The MMC shall see to it that all activities of the church reflect the purpose and faith of the
congregation.
3. The MMC shall concern itself with establishing all policies governing the activities of the
congregation, and implementing the mission, vision, budget and plans adopted by the Vision
Assembly.
4. The MMC may appoint, oversee, and have authority over all other committees, task forces, action
teams, or other entities of the congregation except for the Commission of Elders.
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WELCOME

Brews and Good News – Join us on the
1st & 3rd Thursdays of each month on Zoom
for a social gathering of men. Pastor Jon will
send out an email a few days ahead of time
with a link for the Zoom meeting. If you are
not receiving the emails and would like to,
please contact the church office and talk with
Brenda. (763.421.7156 x 103 or
Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org)
See you online!

Bible Study Opportunities

WORD

By Pastor Randy Stroming
SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Join us for
a “The Red Letter Challenge” and RightNow Media to
become a greater follower in Jesus. Do you have what it
takes to follow Jesus? In the Red Letter Challenge, you
will be introduced, through the words of Jesus, to the five
main principles of being a disciple. If you are tired of
checking religious boxes, if you know that you were made
for something more, and if you want to make a greater
difference in this world, the Red Letter Challenge is for
you! You are invited to join us for this 40-day challenge
that continues through February 17, meeting each Sunday at 9:00 AM in Cana Hall.

IN-THE-WORD/ROMANS IN-DEPTH: Meets Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM in the Meeting
Room. In-the-Word Bible Study has started chapter 2 of Romans. The focus of this chapter is
God’s righteous judgement. God judges:
• According to the truth
• According to actions (putting the gospel in practice)
• According to the light (knowledge of God) a person has received
This focus is covered from Romans 2:1 to Romans 3:20. What Paul does not say in this
section is:
• Salvation is by works
• Works are a means of salvation in lieu of hearing and responding to the gospel
message
• “The heathen” who have not heard the gospel can be saved in a different manner from
those that have heard the gospel.
• Jews and Gentiles (those that have not heard the gospel) are equally responsible
before God
What Paul does say in this section is:
• Increased privilege brings increased responsibility, which brings harder judgement
• Judgement is based on actions (putting the gospel in practice)
• Actions (putting the gospel in practice) are judged on the basis of light (knowledge of
God) received
• God’s standard for judgement - God’s righteousness (perfection) - is the same for all
people
• All people, Jew and Gentile alike, are guilty of unrighteousness before God
• Gentiles violated the law written on the heart
• Jews violated the law specifically given to them
What is being taught in this section of Romans can be confirmed and verified in the Red Letter
Challenge by reading what Jesus said. The Red Letter Challenge is occurring on Sunday
mornings at 9:00 AM. In-the-Word Bible study is held on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to
7:30 PM

WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDIES
For more information Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study is enjoying meeting Tuesdays at 4:00 PM on
please contact: Zoom for an hour. We do have room for more women as we continue to study the “Attributes of
God.” Contact Chris Schomburg (chrisschomburg@gmail.com) or Karen Albu (763.432.7652)
for more information and to join us on zoom.

Pastor Randy Stroming
Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our women's Bible study is still meeting
763.421.7156 x 102 and supporting each other in our quest for a closer relationship with our Lord and Savior. We
Randy@mtolive-anoka.org

meet online with ZOOM or simply on a group phone call from 6:00 - 7:00 AM. We are studying,
“Bless these Lips - 40 Days of Spiritual Renewal” by Sharla Fritz. We would love to have you
join us, contact Paulette Lenz at mp.lenz@gmail.com.
First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: First Place will be meeting online on Thursdays
from 7:00 - 8:30 PM. Please contact Janet Orrick (763.323.0939) if you are interested.

You’re INVITED!

Coming to Mount Olive
Monday, March 15
12:30 - 6:30 PM
Call or contact American Red Cross
to sign up to donate blood.
Be sure to leave your contact number
or address. Pick the time convenient for you. (Jot down the time you chose.) If the
time will not work, you will be contacted by Red Cross.
With the Red Cross scheduling, the times are spaced to control wait time. At this time
no walk-ins are allowed.
On the day of the Blood drive - using your computer or smart phone enter in
www.redcross.org; under “Donate Blood,” click “Start RapidPass” and answer the
questions - SAVE - to show at the drive to speed the history checks.
Reminder: Please eat that day and arrive promptly.
Thank you!
Nancy Burns & Janice Block

LWML ONLINE: National website is www.lwml.org. Many of you use your email, text
and other tech items on a daily basis. Check on the www.mnslwml.org and see all the
many things that come up. There are items for ministries, events and resources. This is
for the MN South District. Also, check our LWML table on the way to Cana Hall. It has
several items for your use. There are Quarterlies, Mite Boxes and calendars that can
be used to help fill your mite boxes. Encourage children to use
them also.

What are Mite Boxes? Based on the Biblical account of

the widow's mite (Luke 21:1-4), the Mite Box is intended for
regular contributions of "mites" offerings above and beyond the
support given to congregations and the LCMS. Mite Box
contributions amount to millions of dollars that fund district and
national mission grants and implement the LWML program.
Pick up your Mite box today for those daily contributions, return filled boxes to the
Welcome Desk and grab a new box each month off the WOMO table near the Coffee
Shop.

ELECTRONIC GIVING: Give + 5 Tools for Giving
(brochure with more information is located in the pew)
1. Give+ Mobile App
2. Give+ Text by texting 763.324.9754
3. Give+ Online through our webpage: www.mtolive-anoka.org/online-giving.html
4. Give+ at the Welcome Desk
5. Give+ Simply Giving (as it has been available all this time)
Thank you for your continued faithfulness.
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WITNESS

All ladies of Mount Olive are invited to join us for our return
meeting of LWML group since January of 2020. Meeting will
be on Thursday, March 11 at 7:00 PM in Cana Hall. There will
be a short devotion and some necessary business and
discussion. We will practice social distancing. See you soon!

WORK

Mount Olive Video & Projection System Receives an Upgrade
Tom Seivert
Many of you will recall when the new Worship Center was built and dedicated in 2004, it
included our first ever built-in video/projection system. The technology was far beyond
anything we had used in the old sanctuary (what is now the Family Center). Fast forward
16 plus years - that’s about 850 weekends worth of worship services, and what was pretty
cutting edge technology for a church our size had become “technology debt”. In mid2020, an initiative to replace the aging video/projection system had begun. System
requirements were established (which included a better platform from which to stream),
vendor proposals were reviewed during the late summer. By fall, vendor selection was
made, our order was placed, then we had to sit back and wait. It turns out that with the
pandemic, many other churches across the country had the same idea to improve both
their in-house and streaming capabilities, and equipment was back-ordered for weeks or
even months.
I’m pleased to report that it was finally our turn for installation in early January. As soon
as we received word from the installer that all equipment had arrived, we mobilized and
had the old rear projection openings in the walls closed up. New electrical was installed
to support the new projectors in time for the installers to arrive. If you look around the
sanctuary now, you’ll see three HD (high definition) projectors, three remote controlled
HD cameras, and two large wide format screens that hang in front of where the old
projector openings used to be. Behind the scenes (in the Audio-Video Control Room),
new video switchers, camera controls, streaming equipment, and lots of new cabling
was installed.
We now have two weekends with the new system under our belt, and the worship
experience has improved for both in-house and remote streaming worshippers. We ask
your patience as we continue to learn the new system. Of course, it goes without saying
that none of this would be possible without the generous dedicated fund donations.
Thank you to those who contributed to give our Worship Center a technology facelift!

Thrivent Choice Dollars

Choice Dollars Details
®

Consider directing your Choice Dollars to Mount Olive Lutheran Church.
Eligible clients with membership can recommend where Thrivent distributes some of its charitable grant
funds. These recommendations are shared by directing Choice Dollars to enrolled nonprofit organizations,
including churches. See your weekly bulletin for more detailed instructions.
Eligibility requirements
To be eligible to direct Choice Dollars as part of Thrivent Choice ®, you must be a client with benefit
membership. Individual eligibility is also based on at least one of the following:
• Having $750 or more in annual billed premiums of qualifying life and health insurance products.
• Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying life insurance and annuity products.
Eligibility is determined monthly and reevaluated on an annual basis.
Minimum and maximum Choice Dollars designations
Eligible clients will be designated a minimum of 25 Choice Dollars and a maximum of 5,000 Choice
Dollars per eligibility period (Jan. 1 to Dec. 31).
Choice Dollars expiration date:
Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until March 31 of the following year.

Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is now open! Visit the preschool
website to view class offerings or to download a registration form
(www.mtolive-anoka.org).
The preschool really goes all out when it comes to combining fun with learning!
Mrs. Reynolds' "Books Are Fun" class enjoyed the book "Green Eggs and Ham!" For
snack time they cooked green eggs and ham (the children cracked their own egg and
mixed it themselves)! They referred to the recipe cards and “read” them to help themselves experience the usefulness of print in their lives. They graphed their responses if
they liked the green eggs and ham or not and did many other fun activities to accompany the story! The Cat in the Hat even made a surprise appearance!

Easter Flowers
Celebrate at Mount Olive…The Easter Season with Beautiful Flowers!
Help Mount Olive look beautiful for Easter by ordering spring flowers today!
Return your completed form along with payment to the Welcome Desk by March 21
Qty:

Qty.

Item and Color Options

Cost:

8” Hydrangea - PINK

$

16.00

6.5” Mums - PURPLE

$

9.00

6.5” Mums - WHITE

$

9.00

6.5” Tulip - RED

$

9.00

6.5” Tulip - PURPLE

$

9.00

6.5” Tulip - YELLOW

$

9.00

10” Pansy Bowl

$

11.00

12” Pansy Bowl

$

16.00

(Please do not place in offering plate)

Pick up your flowers on
or after Tuesday, April 6
- Sunday, April 11
(flowers will be past their
peak after Easter so please
know we will do our best to
care for them until you pick
them up)

For more information:
763.421.3223 or
mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org

Total:
$

Name: _________________________________________________________
Phone Number: __________________________________________________
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PRESCHOOL

Mount Olive Christian Early Childhood Center

For more information
please contact:
Cari Watkins
Preschool
763.421.7156 x 109
cari@mtolive-anoka.org

Family Sunday School

YOUTH

February Memory Gem

For the next few weeks we will be
continuing The Red Letter Challenge
along with all of Mount Olive.
We are going to be studying the
words of Jesus and learning how to
live like Him.

Kids, Moms, Dads, Grandparents
are all welcome!
Join us in the Family Center
Sundays at 9:00 AM

Beginning on February 21, we will go back to The Gospel Project curriculum.
Our lessons will be focused on the stories of Holy Week.
We will dig into the lessons to learn what happened to Jesus between His
triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and when He rose from the dead on
Easter. So many things happened during that one week.
What a blessing it is to be able to learn as a family!

For more information
please contact:
Carol Kietzman
Director of Children’s
Ministries
763.421.7156 x 107
carol@mtolive-anoka.org

Junior Youth and Confirmation
Wilderness

YOUTH

Wednesday, February 10 at 6:30 PM
Summer Servant Event Meeting for
6-8th graders and their parents.
Our summer servant event at
The Wilderness Fellowship is an
exciting way to serve our Lord, build
relationships with God and other young
Christians and to have a ton of fun!
Join us this night to find out what it is
all about, upcoming dates and how you
can be a part of this great adventure.

Confirmation Service Parents Meeting
In preparation for our 8th Grade Confirmation of Faith,
there is a mandatory parent/youth meeting on
Wednesday, February 17 at 7:30 PM.
You will be getting some very important information at this
meeting, including how to write a personal creed/testimony,
personalized stole kits & instructions, picture information, as
well as details about upcoming important dates.

Upcoming Events
February 10
February 17
February 17

Servant Event Meeting 6-8th Graders & Parents (6:30 PM)
Ash Wednesday - NO Youth or Confirmation
Confirmation Ceremony Info Mtg 8th Grade & Parents (7:30 PM)

For more information
please contact:
Carol Kietzman
Director of Children’s
Ministries
763.421.7156 x 107
carol@mtolive-anoka.org

Senior High Youth
By Alex Irwin

YOUTH

Youth Ministry
Sunday Lessons (9:00AM Start)

Wednesday Lessons (6:30PM Start)

2/7—RLC—Week of Giving

2/4—Resolutions and Repentance

2/14—RLC—Week of Going

2/10—God’s Love for Rebels

2/21—The Triumphal Entrance

2/17—No Lesson

2/28—Jesus is Questioned

2/24—God’s Love for the Repentant

Lunch Bunch
Monday, February 15 from 11:00 AM-1:00 PM we will have an open house for our youth
and their friends. It will be a COVID responsible gathering, with food, games and space for
students to simply relax with their friends. Our youth are welcome to bring friends and
their favorite group games. Our goal for the afternoon is for the youth to have an
opportunity to come together in a safe space to enjoy part of their day off of school. If any
adults are available during the late morning or early afternoon and would be interested in
assisting me with food prep or serving, please contact me via email.

The Red Letter Challenge
We will be completing the Red Letter Challenge in February. I pray that all our youth and
families that have participated in worship, small groups and/or daily devotionals have
been encouraged as they’ve participated in this challenge and took extra time focus on the
words of Jesus. Do not forget, now that we have spent time learning and practicing these
things, our work is not done. Continue to lean on God and seek His strength and
knowledge to continue growing in relationship with Him by being (with God), forgiving
(as God forgives us), serving (out of love for our neighbors), giving (in recognition of how
richly God has blessed us) and going (into our world and sharing the great news of Jesus).
Contact me if you have not started the Red Letter Challenge yet and would like advice or
support getting started.

Lenten Youth Group Schedule
For more information
please contact:
Alex Irwin
Director of Christian
Education
763.421.7156 x 126
alexi@mtolive-anoka.org

Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, February 17, and marks the beginning of the Lenten
season. We will start having midweek worship services from February 17 to the end of
March. We will not have youth group a few times during the season of Lent for a number
of reasons, Wednesday, February 17 (Ash Wednesday) or March 17 (Spring Break) or
March 31 (Holy Week) On Wednesday, February 24, March 3, March 10 and March 24, we
will have youth group following midweek worship, roughly starting at 7:00 PM. On those
Wednesdays, we will have a brief devotion based on the lesson from the midweek service,
then we will spend the remainder of our time together focused on youth fellowship.

Alex Irwin

New Young Adult Small Groups
In January, our young adult small group met weekly on Sundays starting at 1:00 PM to
discuss the Red Letter Challenge. We will wrap up the Red Letter Challenge Sunday,
February 14. We will take a week off Sunday, February 21, then we will start a biweekly
meeting schedule beginning February 28. We have not selected our next devotion or Bible
study series, yet. I will advertise the topic of discussion for our future meetings in the
bulletin notes February 14 and February 21. If you are a young adult from the
congregation or community seeking a space to connect with other young adults but are
unsure this group is for you in one way or another, please contact me by email.

Pray for our college age adults!
On Tuesday, January 26 at 5:00 PM, we had our first prayer meeting to pray for the young
adults on our prayer list. Please reach out to me by email, if you would like to join us for
future prayer meetings. In February, we want to encourage everyone to especially
remember the following 18-23 year olds that are part of our Life at a Crossroads Ministry.
Lucy Martini
Ben Long
Kelsey Wood
Joshua Texley

Joseph Martini
Chloe Long
Kyle Towley
Kyla Chesser

YOUNG ADULTS

Young Adults

For more information
please contact:
Alex Irwin
Director of Christian
Education
763-421-7156 x 126

Email brenda@mtolive-anoka.org for a free invite to RightNow Media.
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alexi@mtolive-anoka.org
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Change Service Requested

WORSHIP - Onsite Worship Hours:
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Devotional Worship)
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional Worship)
9:00 AM Educational Hour
10:00 AM (Contemporary Worship)
Online Worship:
Tune-in to our Live Sunday Worship
8:00 & 10:00 AM
Mount Olive Website:
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/

February 2021

YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka):
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka):
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

Upcoming Events
Wednesdays in February: Drive-Up/Carry-Out Meals
(5:30-6:15 PM)

February 4 & 18: Brews & Good News
February 10: Servant Event Planning Meeting for
Parents & Junior Youth
February 15-19: Meals on Wheels
February 17: Confirmation Service Parents Meeting
February 17: Ash Wednesday with Communion (6:30 PM)
February 20/21: Communion at all services
February 24 - March 24: Wednesday, Lenten Services (6:30 PM)

