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Like New Again® 
ñIn His great mercy God has given us new birth into a living hope                             

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,                                                      
and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade                                                  

ð kept in heaven for youéò (1 Peter 1:3-4 NIV) 

When someone has been sick or hurt and has recovered, they may say when asked 
about how they are, ñI feel like new again.ò I am feeling like that myself as I have 
recovered from a stroke and a bout with Covid-19.  

We can certainly make that declaration spiritually. Because of Jesus we will be new 
again as we enter His kingdom some day. Our imperfect bodies get run down and 
wounded, but as Peter declared one day we will receive a new birth that cannot perish, 
spoil or fade. Thanks be to God! 

1) During Advent this year we will celebrate that new life in Jesus with our sermon   
series, ñUgly Christmas SweaterðJesus Makes Us Beautiful Again!ò to draw 
attention to the ñuglinessò of our sin and the newness of life we receive in Christ,  
I encourage you to put on your ugly Christmas sweaters or ties each Sunday 
during Advent beginning November 27/28. 

2) Something else new or at least different in December, on December 25 & 26   
Pastor Randy will be leading worship for the last time as our Associate Pastor as 
he will be retiring the end of this year. We will be celebrating his years of 
service to Mount Olive on Sunday, January 9 at both services. If you would 
like to contribute towards some retirement gifts for Pastor Randy, please 
make checks out to Mount Olive and put Retirement Gift in the memo line. 

3) The Call Committee has begun its work to call an Associate Pastor to Mount Olive. 
They would like your input. There is a Pastoral Expectations form available at the 
Welcome Desk at church. Please rank each category from ñ1 to 10ò indicating the 
level of importance you would give to each characteristic or task. Please return 
completed forms to Welcome Desk by December 26. Thank you. 

4) Our next Vision Assembly will be held Sunday, January 2 at 11:30 AM in the 
Worship Center. There will be a report from the Associate Pastor Call Committee 
and the election of new officers for the Mission and Ministry Council (MMC). The 
positions up for election this year are Recording Secretary and two Member-at-
Large positions. If you are interested in being nominated for one of those positions, 
please contact: Vice-President Harold Matson 
(h.matson@insurancebrokersmn.com  or 763.755.3773)  
or Pastor Jon (jon@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.3223). Thank you. 

5) Do you remember The Red Letter Challenge of a couple years ago? It was a  
40-day spiritual journey authored by LCMS pastor Zach Zehnder and his Florida 
congregation. That study and sermon series challenged us to really live out the 
words of Jesus in our everyday lives. We are following up that challenge with two 
more challenges created by the same group: The Being Challenge and the 
Forgiving Challenge. The Being Challenge is a 40-day journey beginning on 
January 23 and will challenge us to BE more like Jesus. Along the way, we will 
learn and be challenged to practice the 5 keystone habits of Jesus. During Lent 
next year we will follow up the Being Challenge with the Forgiving Challenge 
beginning on March 4. This journey will result in more freedom than we ever 
thought possible. The key to unlocking freedom in our lives is receiving Godôs 
forgiveness. Each challenge has a book associated with it, see the order form 
included in this months newsletter. 

I pray that you and your family will be blessed throughout this Advent and Christmas 
season. Take care and God bless! 

In His Service, 

Pastor Jon 

mailto:h.matson@insurancebrokersmn.com
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Advent Sermon Series 
òUgly Christmas Sweater - Jesus Makes Us 

Beautiful Againó   

 
 

 

Saturday/Sunday   Weekly Theme & Readings  Scripture Readings  

November 28  Ugly Thoughts   Philippians 4:4-8; Luke 2:8-11  

December 5  Ugly Words    James 3:3-12; Luke 3:7-18  

December 12  Ugly Motives    Philippians 2:1-4; Matthew 6:1 -18  

December 19  Ugly Actions   Colossians 3:12-17;  

      John 4:8-12; John 3:16-17  

Worship Series at Mount Olive 

Christmas Worship 

Christmas Eve Worship: 3:00, 5:00 PM 

Christmas Day Worship: 9:00 AM 

NO Saturday Evening Worship  

on December 25 & January 1 

Church office closed December 27 & January 3 
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To kick off 2022, Mount Olive will be doing the ù~£¨¡ and "©¬¡£´£¨¡ ú¢z¦¦~¨¡~ 
back to back. We will start the Being Challenge on January 23 and Forgiving 

Challenge on March 6 (for Lent). Both series are 40 Days and extensions to the 

Red Letter Challenge, which we did last year.  

Submit your order with donation to the Welcome Desk by January 2.  
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      Sunday, December 12th  4:30-5:30 PM  

John and Lisa Risseõs Home 

9049 190th Avenue NW, Nowthen, MN  55330 
 

Come and share the true wonder of the first Christmas night 

*Live Animals *Take Home Crafts *Christmas Devotions *Live Music* 
 

Drive-Thru   Live Nativity 
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Need a little extra help this Christmas season?  
 

Please contact Monica (763.421..7156 X 115 or monica@mtolive-anoka.org)  
or Tana (763.421.7156 X 109 or tana@mtolive-anoka.org) for any questions. 
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