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Don’t you think it’s horrible that “Happy Holidays” has replaced “Merry Christmas?” 
Well, I might surprise some of you with my answer: YES and NO. 

Don’t get me wrong, I greatly appreciate you being concerned that Christ is being 
taken out of our Christmas celebrations. He is the reason that we have hope each and 
every day, especially in dark and challenging times. Christ is the reason for Christmas. 
Thank you for wanting to keep it that way. 

As a Christian citizen of a country that has a largely Christian heritage, the answer to 
the question above is, “Yes.” It greatly bothers me that a relatively few people are 
trying to erase all evidence of our Christian heritage. Taking “God” out of the Pledge of 
Allegiance or the Ten Commandments out of courts or manger scenes off Post Office 
lawns just because a few people claim to be offended is crazy to me. The way I see it, 
many more are offended by the removal of these Christian heritage reminders than 
those who are offended by the continued use of them. 

On the other hand, from the perspective of a Christian who is a citizen of God’s eternal 
kingdom and who believes that people need to trust in Jesus in order to live forever in 
that kingdom...the answer is, “No.” It doesn’t matter to me what kind of greeting other 
people use during December. Think about it: Is anyone going to put their faith in Jesus 
as a result of hearing “Merry Christmas” instead of “Happy Holidays?” Not too likely. In 
fact, if everyone says “Merry Christmas,” no one gives the greeting a second thought. 
But if most are saying “Happy Holidays” and you respond with “Merry Christmas,” that 
may actually cause someone to think about the words you just spoke. If they ask 
“why,” you now have a chance to point them to Jesus. Remember, God can always 
take what we see as “bad” and turn it into a “good” opportunity to be a witness for 
Christ. 

With that in mind, as Christians who should want other people to know Christ, we must 
always be aware that our actions are also a witness about Christ to the people who 
really don’t know Him. We should be thinking about the impression our actions give to 
those who don’t know Jesus. For example, what impression of Christ do “whiny” 
Christians give? Not a good one. And, I would guess, that non-Christians see us as 
just a bunch of whiners when all they hear this time of year is how we are upset at not 
hearing “Merry Christmas.” Chances are our complaining isn’t leaving them with a 
positive image of Christ. 

So, what do you say and why? Go ahead and wish everyone a Merry Christmas. In a 
world of “Happy Holidays,” it may make them stop and notice, and perhaps help them 
remember what this time of year is all about. But, I encourage you to not get overly 
bent out of shape when they wish you a Happy Holiday in return. Whining won’t help, 
and it isn’t the best witness to the Christ whose birth you are celebrating. 

 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  

(Luke 2:10-11) 

Merry Christmas! 

Connecting People to Jesus, 

Pastor Jon 

“What Do You Say and Why?” 
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Compassionate Friends 

By Marcy Weight 
NEXT MEETING:  December 9, 12:30 PM at Marcy and Merle Weight’s home. 

Members of Compassionate Friends meet monthly to offer Christian love, hope, 
strength and companionship to: 
 

 Cope with a recent diagnosis of cancer 

 Meet the daily challenges of a chronic 
disease or terminal illness 

 Encourage a neighbor, family member or 
friend suffering from a diagnosis of an 
acute disease 

  Offer hope to you as a survivor 

This support group is open to everyone who has gone 
through or is going through an illness. Call Marcy at 
763.755.6368 for more information. 

Christmas Tonight! 

. Presented by the  
Sanctuary & 

Handbell Choirs  of 
Mount Olive  

Saturday, December 14 

5:30 PM  

Sunday, December 15 

5:30 PM 

Part coffee-shop and part concert, part caroling 

and part reflecting, this free program will lead us 

in a celebration of the wonder, joy and  

significance of this glorious season! 

Invite your neighbors, family & friends! 
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WOMAN’S CHRISTMAS TEA 

DECEMBER 10 
6:30 PM 

 
Come prepare your Hearts for Christmas 

See the table in the Welcome Area for more information on 
how you can sign up to decorate a table, bring cookies. We 
are also asking for men volunteers to assist. 

 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS! 
Ingathering for Tea: Bring donations for Blessed Boutique 

Men’s Hats, Gloves & Socks 

Host a table!     

Sign up in the 

Welcome Area. 

Christmas Events 
 



~ 4 ~ 

 

W
O

R
S

H
IP

W
O

R
S

H
IP

  
Advent and Christmas Services 

By Pastor Jon Haakana 

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon  
His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor.  

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 

Prince of Peace  
(A Four Week Series: December 1 - 22) 

December 1 Wonderful Counselor Isaiah 9:2-7 

  Matthew 24:36-44 

December 8 Mighty God  Romans 15:4-13 

  Matthew 3:1-12  

December 15 Everlasting Father  James 5:7-11 

  Matthew 11:2-11 

December 22 Prince of Peace  Isaiah 7:10-17  

  Matthew 1:18-25  

Christmas Worship Schedule 

Christmas Eve Worship 

December 24 

3:00 & 5:00 PM - Family Service  

w/Carols & Praise Music 

(Holy Communion) 

 

7:00 PM - Traditional Candlelight Worship  

(Holy Communion) 

 

Christmas Day Worship 

December 25 

9:00 AM—Traditional Carol Worship  

(NO Communion) 
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Using an Advent Wreath at Home to Prepare for Christmas  

By Pastor Jon Haakana 
(Adapted from an article on focusonthefamily.com by Jenna Vanderbrake & Sheila Seifert)  

USING AN ADVENT WREATH AT HOME 

The Advent wreath consists of evergreen branches, three purple or blue candles, one 
rose candle and one large white candle. The white candle is placed in the center of the 
wreath, and the purple/blue and rose candles are placed equal distances around the 
wreath. 

Children look forward to lighting and blowing out the candles each night at dinner. A 
purple/blue candle is lit the whole first week. Two purple/blue candles are lit the second 
week. The two purple/blue and one rose candle are lit the third week, and all four are lit 
the final week. The large white candle is lit on Christmas Eve/Day. After lighting the 
candles, many parents will read a few Bible verses (or a portion of the Christmas account 
in Luke 2) and have a short devotional time with their kids. 

Theresa Golden, a mother of three daughters, recommends keeping the wreath 
celebration simple and age-appropriate. “My favorite aspect of Advent is that it gives me 
and my family time to reorganize our thoughts about Christ’s birth and why He came,” she 
says. “It gives us the right frame of mind about Christmas and Christ.” 

UNDERSTANDING THE WREATH’S SYMBOLISM 

The first purple/blue candle symbolizes expectation and hope. Purple/blue is a royal 
color and signifies anticipation of the King’s birth. Light this candle each week of Advent. 

The second purple/blue candle symbolizes preparation. The Jewish people prepared 
their hearts for the Savior, and we prepare our hearts for His second coming. Light this 
one during the second, third and fourth weeks. 

The rose candle symbolizes joy. We rejoice in the Messiah and joyfully anticipate 
Jesus’ second coming. Light this candle during the third and fourth weeks. 

The third purple/blue candle symbolizes love and peace. God showed His love by 
sending His Son. Jesus’ birth, death and resurrection bring us peace. Light this candle 
during the fourth week. 

The white candle in the center is celebratory. This candle is lit on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day. Jesus is central to the season. We celebrate His birth. 

The evergreen branches symbolize God’s faithfulness. They remain green all year. 

The wreath circle symbolizes God’s unending love. 

God bless you and yours during this Advent and Christmas season! 
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Life Bible Study Opportunities 

Sunday Morning Bible Studies 

Sunday’s Adult Bible Study: begins at 9:15 AM in Cana Hall each Sunday.  
 
Highlighted Verses Bible Study meets each Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM. There is a lot of 
discussion and learning occurring during this Bible study. For those interested, a study of Romans, 
has begun in November and will carry on through December. The first session will be a video of the 
conversion of Paul. The Romans study will be the same as the In-the-Word study on Wednesday 
evenings. If there are any questions, contact Jim Rootes at farmalldork@gmail.com. 
 
Adult Gospel Project Bible Study: Meets at 9:15 AM Sunday mornings in Room 1115. We are 
continuing our journey through the Scriptures using The Gospel Project. It is a great curriculum that 
will help us all understand that “the Bible is not a collection of stories, it is one story, the story of 
God’s plan of redemption through Jesus Christ.” And the best part is that all the kids, from Nursery 
through Senior Youth, will be studying the same lessons. What a great opportunity for you as 
parents to be able to discuss the lessons further as a family! 
 
 

Weekly Bible Studies 

Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study: All women are welcome to join us on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of the month at 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM in Room 1115. New Christians in 1st Century 
Colossae were not all that different from Christians today. They, too, struggled to understand who 
Jesus is, how Jesus alone reconciles us to God, and why things aren't perfect in the Church. In St. 
Paul's letter to these Christians he had never met, he doesn't say they should stop asking hard 
questions. He doesn't tell them to stop searching God's Word, to stop seeking spiritual wisdom, or 
to stop striving for unity within the church. Instead, Paul focuses off of their questions and struggles 
on the Gospel of the mighty and mysterious God: the same God who created the universe revealed 
Himself among us and reclaimed us as His own through His Son, Jesus. Walk with author Heidi 
Goehmann through God's Word to the Colossians. Though many things will remain a mystery until 
we see our Savior, this six-session Bible study will help readers discover that God fills them right 
now in every way, through the mighty and mysterious Body of Christ, the Church. Contact Karen 
Albu at 763-432-7652 or 763.226.4495 (text only) or Chris Schomburg at 
ChrisSchomburg@gmail.com for more information.  
 
Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study meets at 6:00 AM in the Coffee Shop. Contact Jeff 
Paschke at 763.427.5539. 
 
Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study: We will be digging deeper into knowing Jesus as our 
Savior by studying the book of John. Please join us for Bible study and fellowship Wednesday 
mornings from 6:00 - 7:00 AM in the Conference Room behind the Library. Simply stop in or email 
Paulette at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 
 
In the Word Wednesday Bible Study continues with the study of Isaiah. We have about ten 
chapters remaining in the study. The expectation is to begin an in-depth study of Romans. Contact 
Jim Rootes at farmalldork@gmail.com. 
 
Sharing and Building Your Faith Bible Study: December 19, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM in the Room 
1115. Once a month there has been a Bible study sharing individual’s DVDs that illustrate a Christ 
centered life. The images have shown how God takes care of us in a multitude of different 
situations, whether good or bad. He shows His love for each and every one of us. Contact Jim 
Rootes (the facilitator) at farmalldork@gmail.com for more specific information.  
 
First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: Meets on Thursdays from 7:00 - 8:30 PM (optional 
6:30 - 7:00 PM exercise session.) Please contact Janet Orrick (763.323.0939) if you are interested.  

†          †          †          †          †          †          † 

Word Ministry Focus - Life + 
By Pastor Randy Stroming 

mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
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EXHALE NEWS  “We breathe in YOUR grace and exhale”  

 

 

WOMEN’S YOGA NIGHTWOMEN’S YOGA NIGHT  

Thursday December 19 - 6:30-8:00 PM 

Welcome Center - $5 per person 

Sign up at the Welcome Desk 

Take a break to Breathe in and EXHALE out at Women’s Yoga Night 

Night. During the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season,  

join other women (ages 15 and up) to stretch our bodies  

through a one hour yoga session.  

Bring a yoga mat, water bottle and wear comfortable clothing. 

Fruit and light snacks served afterwards. 

… A WOMEN’S MINISTRY  

5 Simple Ideas to Make “Connections”  
                             with your Kids during this Upcoming Holiday: 

(Below is an excerpt from Jonathan McKee) 
https://thesource4parents.com/parenting-help/finding-holiday-quality-time-connections/)  

Initiate connection moments: Think of settings where your family actually puts down their screens and 
talk: meals, opening presents around the tree, family hikes, trips to special places, fun activities, sitting 
in a hot tub…Where do your kids smile and open up? Discover these settings and maximize them.  

Join them in what they’re doing:  Some of the best conversations I’ve had with my son were while 
playing video games with him because every time I did that he opened up and talked my ears off.  In 
the same way, if your daughter is sitting in her room on her bed staring at her little 3-inch screen she 
keeps in her pocket, ask her, “Can I watch it with you?”  Sit down next to her on her bed and just 
watch it with her. Chances are she’ll begin telling you about the show or maybe even about her life.  
When you enter their world they are much more likely to enter yours.  

Plan a fun meal:  Fill your holiday time with fun meals because meals are typically a place where 
people put screens down and actually talk with each other. You’ll find that the simple elimination of 
screens alone can open up the doors of dialogue. 

Ask “around the circle” questions: You’ve probably done this at one time or another. Someone asks, 
“Share your high and your low for the week.” Or at Thanksgiving, “Everyone share what you are most 
thankful for this year.”  Ask creative questions.  The possibilities are limitless. And the answers to these 
questions give you a pretty good glimpse into their world, what they enjoy, and who is special to 
them.  

Don’t be scared to bring up what God has done: Find a way to bring up God’s story.  Many holidays 
have natural segues to scripture. During Christmas, you can read the story of His birth.  In a world so 
potent with distractions, don’t be afraid to dialogue about truth. How will our kids know what God has 
done for us if we don’t tell them… repeatedly.  "And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to 
these commands that I am giving you today. Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about 
them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you 
are getting up."  
(Deuteronomy 6:6,7, NLT)  Ask your kids, “Share one thing God has taught you this year?” 

Just don’t settle for separation this Holiday. Seek out connections with your kids and open up the 
doors of dialogue in your home.  Make this Christmas a time for meaningful conversation and 
memories with your children! 

https://thesource4parents.com/parenting-help/finding-holiday-quality-time-connections/
https://thesource4parents.com/parenting-help/creating-feelsafe-moments/
https://www.amazon.com/Ways-Connect-Your-Smartphone-Obsessed/dp/1634097076
https://www.amazon.com/Get-Your-Teenager-Talking-Conversations/dp/0764211854
https://thesource4parents.com/parenting-help/helping-kids-hear-truth-in-a-world-blaring-lies/
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Witness Ministry Focus - WOMO 

By Jan Block 

Christmas Decorations 

Please help by donating $25.00 to our beautiful 

Christmas displays: 

 Fellowship Poinsettia Tree 

 Christmas Advent Wreath 

 Outside Winter Flower Pots 

 Altar Flowers 

Bring your donations to the Welcome Desk 

labeled for Christmas Decorations. Thank you! 

LWML ONLINE: National website is 

www.lwml.org. Many of you use your email, 
text and other tech items on a daily basis. 
Check on the www.mnslwml.org and see all 
the many things that come up. There are 
items for ministries, events and resources. 

This is for the MN South District. Also, check our LWML table on 
the way to Cana Hall. It has several items for your use. There are Quarterlies and Mite 
Boxes that can be used to help fill your mite boxes. Encourage children to use them 
also. 

Attention: The Women of Mount Olive will not meet until February.  

Thank you to all 
those that have 

already donated! 

http://www.lwml.org/
http://www.mnslwml.org
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Parents need a night out and so do the kids! 
Support Mount Olive Senior Youth by having a date night out and 

dropping off your kids for games, crafts, food, and fun.  

Donations will be taken to support our 
Senior High Youth attending short term 

mission trips this summer. 
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Sunday School 

Carol Kietzman  

Upcoming Events 
December 1  Parent’s Night Out Fundraiser  3:00-7:00 PM 

December 14-15 Youth Bake Sale and Christmas Tonight 

December 15  All Family Christmas Event in Family Center  9:00 AM   

December 22 & 29  YES, we have Sunday School and Bible Study 

Dec. 25 & Jan. 1 NO YOUTH on Wednesdays for Christmas Break 

 
Mark your calendars for our Family Christmas Event:  

The Miracle of Jesus 
Sunday December 15        9:00-10:15 AM      Family Center 

 
 

Kids & their families will experience an amazing and thought-provoking 

Christmas journey as they travel through the stations at  

The Miracle of Jesus. 

Families will meander together from station-to-station 

in the Bethlehem marketplace. 

 

 
Make & eat a tasty treat in the Bethlehem Bakery 

 

Catch some fish at the Fisher’s Pier 

 

Grind & smell spices at the Spice Shoppe 

 

Make a toy & play a game at the Toy Shoppe 

 

Use wool yarn, paint & glitter to make an ornament at the Wool Traders 

 

Visit the Stable to see live animals 

ALL are 

Welcome! 
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For more information 

please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Jr. Youth and Family:  

Sunday School  

Confirmation 

763-421-7156 x107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Penny Walsh 

Senior Youth: 

penandtony@gmail.com 

Our 5th–8th graders spent a Wednesday night shopping 

for Granny’s Closet. They adopted six seniors from 

Anoka County who might not otherwise receive a gift at 

Christmas. The seniors we adopted are 65-87 years old 

and have a variety of wishes. We shopped, wrapped their gifts and then the youth 

made cards to share the love of Jesus! 
 

We also had a Scavenger Hunt during our shopping time. They had to find a Disney 

fan and take their picture, squeeze some Charmin, find something that starts with 

the letter Z, and sing “I am Stuck on Band-Aid Brand”. 

SNOWBIRDS! New Address for the Winter Months? 

 

Heading to a warmer climate during our 

cold Minnesota winter? Please contact 

Brenda Schwarz at 763.421.7156 x 103 or 

brenda@mtolive-anoka.org with your 

temporary address if you would like us to 

mail your monthly newsletter or other 

mailings to your winter address.  

Please include the date that you will be 

leaving and returning. Thank you. 



Upcoming Events 

Saturday Night Service           5:30 PM 

(contemporary service) 
 

Sunday Worship Services:  

      Classic Grace:                    8:00 AM 

                              (traditional service) 

      Living Praise:                     9:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

      Living Praise:                   10:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

 

 

December 1: Parent’s Night Out Babysitting Youth Fundraiser 

December 10: Christmas Tea 

December 13: Senior Fellowship 

December 14 & 15: Christmas Tonight  

  & Youth Bake Sale 

December 15: Family Christmas Event (Family Center) 

December 19: EXHALE Women’s Yoga Night 

December 23-27: Meals on Wheels 

Christmas Eve Worship, December 24:  

Worship at 4:00 & 7:00 PM 

Christmas Day Worship, December 25: Worship at 9:00 AM 

December 28: 500 Card Club Fellowship 

January 1: New Year’s Day - Church Office Closed 


