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“Those Lazy Hazy Crazy Days of Summer”
You probably have to be my vintage (age) or older to remember or to have
heard that song. First recorded in 1962, it was popularized in the U.S. by Nat King
Cole in 1963. The lyrics go, “Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer. You’ll
wish that summer could always be here.”
Flash forward to 2021 and we would probably agree that these summer days are
surely “crazy,” given the continuing pandemic of these past two years. And, I’m
also guessing that you don’t necessarily want this summer to “always be here.”
COVID-19 has changed so many things, and even though things have opened up
for the most part, continuing circumstances and how we need to react to it as a
society, as families and as a church family continues to change monthly or
weekly, and sometimes even daily.

We praise God that we have a Savior who is always there, who is consistent and
His love and mercy towards us is always the same. “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8 NIV)
Let me give you some worship updates, and a couple staff updates.
•

We resumed onsite in-person worship services on June 14, 2020. Last summer
we were at about 38% of our “normal” weekly summer attendance. This year
in June and July, percentages have started to come back, but far below
average or normal. In June 2021, worship attendance was 67% of “normal”
June attendance. July 2021 was 56% of normal attendance for July. Some
people have seen a green light and willingly came back to worship. Others
are more cautious while some continue to see a yellow or red light and will
continue to worship sporadically or in their homes.

•

Giving has been consistent, but current offerings are $80K below totals one
year ago. Giving was close to budget needs in June but we were $22K behind
budget needs in July. I want to encourage all of us to continue consistent and
regular giving using the multiple options available (at worship services, by mail,
on our website or on your phone using Give+). Thank you for your continued
faithfulness.

•

We will continue live-streaming our Sunday services. So, whether you are sitting
in the Worship Center, on the couch at home or at the cabin, you will be able
to worship with your brothers and sisters in Christ at Mount Olive. Besides joining
us in the Worship Center on Saturday evenings at 5:30 PM or Sunday mornings
at 8:00 & 10:00 AM, you are able to view our services on our website
(www.mtolive-anoka.org), Facebook or Instagram page (Mount Olive Anoka),
or our YouTube channel (Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka).

•

As most of you read in a letter you should have received in the past month,
Pastor Randy and Linda Stroming are selling their home in Anoka to move up
north. Starting in September, Pastor Randy will be working one 3-day weekend
a month, preaching and making some member contacts.

•

Pre-school news: On July 20, 2021 Tana Seguin of Elk River accepted our offer
for her to serve as a full-time Director/Teacher of Mount Olive Early Childhood
Center. She will begin her duties on August 16. Welcome aboard Tana!

I daily pray for all of you as you navigate these lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.

In Jesus,
- Pastor Jon

Worship Series at Mount Olive

WORSHIP

Summer Sunday Sermon Series
“Lean on Me” – A Study of Paul’s 2nd Letter to Corinth
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV)

Sundays

Weekly Theme & Readings

July 31/August 1

The Indescribable Gift
2 Corinthians 9:1-15; Mark 6:45-56

August 7/8

Real Power

August 14/15

A Different Jesus, Spirit and Gospel

2 Corinthians 10:1-18; Mark 7:1-13
2 Corinthians 11:1-15; Mark 7:14-23
August 21/22

Finding Strength through Weakness
2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Mark 7:24-37

August 28/29

Lean on the Lord
2 Corinthians 13:1-14; Mark 8: 27-38

WORSHIP HELP NEEDED
Commission of Elders: The Board of Elders currently has three openings. The Elder’s primary
responsibilities include overseeing the worship life of the congregation and participating
as Elder of the Day six or so weekends per year. The Elders also assist the pastors in
member care. All male members 18 years and older are eligible. If you would like more
information or would like to be considered for the position, please contact Jesse Jett.
(jjsj5978@comcast.net or 763.422.4995)

Usher Teams: We are in need of additional members to serve on an usher team at either
the 8:00 or 10:00 AM service. Main responsibilities at the present time include assisting
members in finding a seat, handing out bulletins and other duties as assigned by the
Elder of the Day.

Altar Guild: We are in need of members who are willing to assist the Elders in preparing
communion on Sunday mornings prior to 8:00 or the 10:00 AM service.

Usher and/or Altar Guild: If you are interested in being a member of our Usher or Altar Guild
teams, please contact Gwen Seivert. (gwen@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.3223)

Save the Date!
Back to Church Weekend - Rally Sunday
Sunday, September 12
Worship Times: 8:00 & 10:00 AM
For more information
please contact:
Pastor Jon Haakana
763.421.7156 x 101
jon@mtolive-anoka.org

Food Trucks will be available from
9:00 AM- noon.
Join us for the Youth Fundraiser - Run2Grace on
Saturday, September 11 to kick off our Back to Church
Weekend. Sign up through our website or grab a registration
form in the Welcome Center.
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WELCOME
(Jeff Schultz)

Thank you!! VBS Donations—Ecuador Alpacas
Thank you all for your donations to help our Vacation Bible School
raise money to send to Ecuador to purchase Alpacas.
With your generous donations plus our donations during our VBS we
have raised $2,362.81. This will be enough to purchase more than
6 Alpacas.
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River Oaks of Anoka &
Mount Olive Church
Tuesday, August 3, 5:00 - 7:00 PM

WITNESS

in the Mount Olive Parking Lot

TUESDAY
August 3
Bring Toiletries Items
(shampoo, deodorant,
soap etc.)
for Mount Olive
Emergency Food Bags
or School Supplies for
Franklin Elementary
School
700 Western St. Anoka
Lower parking lot
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Bible Study Opportunities
Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study: We are meeting again in person on Tuesdays
at 10:00 AM in the Bookstore/Room 1115. Our study is "Walking with God in the Desert."
Pastor Jon or Alex Irwin will be leading the group on a rotating basis. Contact Karen Albu
(763.432.7652) for more information.
Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our women's Bible study is still
meeting and supporting each other in our quest for a closer relationship with our Lord and
Savior. We meet online with Zoom or simply on a group phone call from 6:00 - 7:00 AM. We
are studying, “Bless these Lips - 40 Days of Spiritual Renewal” by Sharla Fritz. We would
love to have you join us, contact Paulette Lenz at mp.lenz@gmail.com.
Summer Bible study: The Word: Exploration and Discovery meets weekly on
Wednesday mornings from 9:00 - 11:00 AM and will continue through the first week of
September. This Wednesday morning study is progressing well. There are eleven
participants; two non-Mt. Olive members. The study is using Lutheran Hour Ministries
materials with other supplemental materials. Jim Rootes is the facilitator.

Join us for small group Bible Studies on
Wednesdays at 4:30 PM. All young adults
18 - 30 are welcome. If you want to get
involved but 4:30 PM doesn’t work well for
you, contact Alex, alexi@mtolive-anoka.org,
and he will work with you to try organizing a
second small group meeting time for this
summer.

MIDWEEK MEALS ARE COMING BACK INSIDE!
We have loved serving meals to our community and members of Mount
Olive via drive-thru for the last 17 months. We've not only served food to
those who drive through, but we've gotten to
build relationships through their windows, at
the picnic tables, and in our kitchen as we
prepare. We've shared the love of Jesus
through cold and hot meals, cupcakes and
bread, water bottles and other
donations. We've invited community members to Rally Sunday, Bible
studies, worship, VBS, and National Night Out. And now, it's our hope to
be back inside for meals this fall. Watch the bulletin and SignUpGenius
for details and to volunteer. Volunteers serve in the kitchen from 4:30-6:30
PM, helping to prepare, serve, and clean up meals.

Restroom Cleaner Wanted:
Mount Olive is seeking someone to clean restrooms:
Part-time, 10 hours spread through the week from
September to May while preschool is in session. This
is a paid position with a weekly pay rate.
For more information, please contact Todd DeMarais at
todd@mtolive-anoka.org or call (763)421-3223 Ext. 108.
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WORD

YOUNG ADULTS OF MOUNT OLIVE
Wednesdays at 4:30 PM

YOUTH FUNDRAISER

Mount Olive Lutheran Church
Upper Parking Lot
700 Western Street
Anoka ~ 763.421.3223

Race Start: 9:00 AM
(Registration: 8:00 – 8:50 AM)

Entry Fee: $25.00

Kids Fun Run: 10:00 AM
(Free 10 & under)

Saturday, September 11
For more info or to Register:
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/news-events/run2grace-5k-run

Join us for the 6th Annual Run2Grace 5k Walk/Run on Saturday, September 11 starting
at 9:00 AM. We've moved our race weekend to coincide with Rally Sunday weekend.
What a great way to kick off our church year together!
Register online at https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/news-events/run2grace-5k-run or
grab a registration form at the welcome center desk.
All proceeds will benefit our Senior Youth attending the 2022 LCMS National Youth
Gathering in Houston next summer!
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Mount Olive Christian Early Childhood Center
The children planted a succulent garden, painted with marshmallows, and had an in-house
field trip with the U of M/Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve! The students listened so
attentively while they got a hands-on experience, looking at skulls and pelts, and observing
God’s world around them.

Follow us on Facebook!

PRESCHOOL

The Mount Olive Preschool "Outdoor Art and Adventures" summer camp was a huge
success! They were blessed with beautiful weather and lots of fun adventures!

Cari Watkins
Preschool
763.421.7156 x 109

Mount Olive Christian Early
Childhood Center
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cari@mtolive-anoka.org

Family Ministry
Mark your calendars for Family Night at

Lilli Putt

YOUTH

Wednesday August 18
6:30-8:00pm
All ages welcome!

Watch the bulletin for more details!

Confirmation
Calling all 5th-8th Graders and their families…

For more information
please contact:

Here at Mount Olive we start formal Confirmation classes when kids enter
5th grade. To ensure a clear understanding of our Confirmation program and it’s
implications for the faith life of your family, our Director of Children’s
Ministries, Carol Kietzman seeks to meet with each of the incoming 5th graders
and any new students AND THEIR PARENTS. It’s actually a great chance to get
to know Carol, have some DQ (Carol’s treat) and get excited about the next step
in your family’s faith journey. Be on the lookout for a letter to come home
regarding these visits.

Carol Kietzman
Director of Children’s
Ministries
763.421.7156 x 107
carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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Junior Youth Servant Event

Thank you to Erin
Brandt, Lanea
Elgersma, Alex
Irwin, Becca
Kietzman, Libby
Kietzman, Tim
Wachholz and
Brody Wade who
took time away
from their jobs
and families to
lead the youth in
work, fun, and
worship!

YOUTH

Our Junior Youth and adult leaders spent a great week serving at The Wilderness
Fellowship.
**We piled branches, made wood chips and spread those chips on trails, cleaned
the rock wall, cleaned bathrooms, weeded a flower bed and cleaned up the
shore line in Rice Lake.
**We played games, swam in Spirit Lake, and spent a day at Wild Mountain.
**We studied Psalm 139 and learned that we are Fully Known by God, He is With
us Wherever We Go and we are Fearfully and Wonderfully Made.

For more information
please contact:
Carol Kietzman
Director of Children’s
Ministries
763.421.7156 x 107
carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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YOUTH

Senior Youth Ministry

For more information
please contact:
Alex Irwin
Director of Christian
Education
763-421-7156 x 126
alexi@mtolive-anoka.org

Senior High Home Visits
Last summer, I setup driveway visits with any families that were interested in
meeting me before my first Fall at Mount Olive. It gave us time to get familiar
with each other, ask and answer questions about youth ministry and share our
expectations for the upcoming year. During each driveway visit, I learned one to
many things that helped me navigate our strange year of youth ministry
together. I would love to close out this summer with another round of home
visits with any and all youth families. Whether you believe we already know each
other well, I visited in your driveway a year ago or you are a first time Mount
Olive youth ministry prospect, I would be happy to meet with you.
Each home visit will be different based on your comfort and interests as a
family. There is no magic formula or required foreknowledge for you to sign-up
for a home visit. My schedule is open to all rising 9th-12th grade students and
their families. All you need to do is visit, https://calendly.com/airwindce/home-visits-2021, and make an appointment at an available time
that works for you. If you schedule a home visit but life happens and you need to
either reschedule or cancel altogether, that more than fine. Be sure to email me
no later than the day before your home visit or call my office phone the day of
your home visit if you need to do either.
If you have any questions or issues setting up your home visit, please feel free to
reach out, and we can discuss them by email or over the phone.
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Where do your stories lead? This question was a standout discussion point for me at
National 21, National Youth Workers Convention, which was held July 11-14 in
Houston, Texas. I was blessed with the opportunity to be in attendance and discuss
it with fellow youth workers as we unpacked the 2022 National Youth Gather (NYG)
theme, In All Things, during our main session Bible Studies. All of our students will
be asked to consider this question in the next year, and today I want to invite the
entire congregation to do the same. Where do your stories lead?

Young Adult Small Group
All 18-30 year old members and friends are welcome to join our young adult small
group, which meets at 4:30PM on Wednesdays. If you are a young adult who is
interested in our small group ministry but the current time and day do not work for
you, please let contact Alex. It would be a joy to hear from you and connect you to a
small group as our young adult ministry grows.

Pray for our Young Adults!
Join us in prayer, August 24 at 5:00 PM in the Coffee Shop area to pray for some of
the 18-23 year old friends and members of our congregation that are part of our Life
@ a Crossroads Ministry. If you cannot join us in August, please email Alex if you
would like information about future prayer events or to discuss other ways you can
help support our young adults. In August, we want to encourage everyone to
especially remember the following individuals.
Tasha Moksnes
Courtney King VonMende
Luke LeFebrve
Luke Engebretson

Mollie Butcher
Ian Mugglin
Christian Dupont
Jacob Passe

Mackenzie Dupont
Dalton Neuville
Sydney Paulson
Ryan Wood

YOUNG ADULTS

National Youth Gathering

For more information
please contact:
Alex Irwin
Director of Christian
Education
763-421-7156 x 126
alexi@mtolive-anoka.org
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Change Service Requested

WORSHIP - Onsite Worship Hours:
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Devotional Worship)
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional Worship)
9:00 AM Fellowship Hour
10:00 AM (Contemporary Worship)
Online Worship:
Tune-in to our Live Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:00 AM
Mount Olive Website:
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/

August 2021

YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka):
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg

Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka):
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

Upcoming Events
Summer Worship Services: Saturday - 5:30 PM; Sundays - 8:00 & 10:00 AM
(No Saturday Worship on July 3 & September 4)
August 3: Night to Unite
September 11: Run2Grace 5k Fundraiser
September 12: Rally Sunday (Worship 8:00 & 10:00 AM; Food trucks 9:00 AM - Noon)
September 25:
Oktoberfest
September 30: Red
Cross Bloodmobile

Church Summer Hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Fridays 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
(Through Friday, September 3)

(Need to reach a staff person after business hours,
please dial their extension directly.)

