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“Love Reigns - Living the Hope of Easter” 
To see the love that God has for us, we need not look any further than the cross of 
Calvary. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we have been given an opportunity to 
embrace the resurrection life. This new way of living changes everything for us. It 
wipes away our past, it redefines our present and it gives us hope for our future. Let 
God rule and reign in your life and you will experience his great love for you. 

As Jesus was being crucified, the soldiers mocked him by placing a crown of thorns on 
his head and placing a sign over his head that read “King of the Jews.” They did not 
see him as the true King who rules and reigns. After Jesus’ resurrection, he revealed 
himself to his disciples and because of his defeat of death, he claims all authority over 
heaven and earth. It was Jesus’ love for us that held him on the cross. His love reigns 
in our lives when we put our faith, hope and trust in him.  

Jesus Christ demonstrated his love for humanity by sacrificially giving his life on the 
cross and resurrecting from the dead. Because of this incredible act of love, those who 
are in Christ have become new creations. All of our past mistakes, sins and miscues 
have been covered by the blood of Jesus. Our past no longer has the last word and 
final say over our lives and we have been given a fresh start. We have been 
reconciled to God and we in turn can give hope to others by making an appeal for 
God’s forgiving love to them as well. 

God’s great mercy became a transforming reality through the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This mercy is a result of God’s love for us and this love 
invites us to live differently in the present. We are to be living sacrifices that no longer 
conform to the patterns of the world. The world around us is deceptive, selfish, angry 
and foolish. These cannot be the patterns we live by today. Rather, we must renew the 
way we think and in doing so we will discover God’s will for us in the present. This is 
not easy; however, a living sacrifice is always tempted to crawl back off the altar. 

Too many people are consumed with worry and anxiety about what tomorrow might 
hold. This fear can be paralyzing. As Christians we believe that our loving heavenly 
Father is always looking out for us. He takes care of the birds of the air and the flowers 
of the field and that gives us confidence that he will take care of us too. There is no 
benefit from worry, in fact, anxiety only hurts us. We should trust God and allow him to 
guide our steps. 

New Series Beginning Easter Sunday, April 4 

 April 4 “Love Reigns” 

 April 11 “Love Reigns Over Our Past” 

 April 18 “Love Reigns Over Our Present” 

 April 25 “Love Reigns Over Our Future” 

 

Have a blessed Easter! 

Connecting People to Jesus, 

 

Pastor Jon 



 ~ 2 ~ 

 

W
O

R
S

H
IP

 

For more information 
please contact: 

 

Pastor Jon Haakana 

763.421.7156 x 101 

jon@mtolive-anoka.org 

Easter Holy Week Schedule 
Maundy Thursday, April 1: 6:30 PM (First Communion)  

Good Friday, April 2: 6:30 PM 

(NO Saturday Worship) 

Easter Sunday, April 4: 8:00 & 10:00 AM  

Reserve your seats for Easter Sunday by going to the Mount Olive 

Website and clicking on the 

SignUpGenius link. 

**Reminder: Please DO NOT 

pick up your Easter flowers 

until Tuesday, April 6 due to 

office closed on Monday, 

April 5. Call Brenda at 

763.421.3223 if you need a 

special time to pick them up 

that is outside our 9:00 AM - 

4:00 PM window Tuesday - 

Friday.  

Easter Flowers 

mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
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Worship Series at Mount Olive 

Sunday Sermon Series 

"LOVE REIGNS" 

Theme Verse: “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  

Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!”  (Revelation 19:6b-7a NIV) 

 
Sundays Weekly Theme Readings 

April 4 Love Reigns 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Mark 16:1-8 

April 11 Love Reigns over our Past 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; John 20:19-31  

April 18 Love Reigns over our Present Psalm 51:16-17; Romans 12:1-2; Luke 24:36-48  

April 25 Love Reigns over Our Future Jeremiah 29:11-13; Matthew 6:25-34  

Communion April 17/18 - All Services 

COMMUNION PACKETS: Communion Sunday for 

this month is April 17/18. If you would like a 

communion package to enjoy communion 

while worshipping at home, please contact 

Gwen Seivert (gwen@mtolive-anoka.org or 

763.421.7156 x 110) to arrange a time for pick 

up.  

mailto:gwen@mtolive-anoka.org
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SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 

CANA HALL ADULT BIBLE STUDY: “Becoming Emotionally Whole,” by Charles 
Stanley will begin on Sunday, April 11 and will continue for seven weeks through May 
in Cana Hall at 9:00 AM. Emotions are a gift from God, who created each of us with a 
capacity to feel and to express our feelings to others. For this reason, we need to know 
how to express our emotions in healthy ways, learn how to cope with negative 
emotions, direct our emotions toward good outcomes and give voice to our feelings in 
order to improve communication. In “Becoming Emotionally Whole,” Dr. Charles 
Stanley reveals how regardless of where we are on the spectrum of emotional growth 
(from denial to full expression) we take the necessary steps that God wants us to take 
to have truth and lasting emotional health. 

WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDIES 

In-The-Word: The group has completed the study of Romans. Romans Chapter 1 
lessons and questions: 

• The gospel of God was promised before hand through His prophets and Scripture.  
It relates to His Son and His power of salvation for all humans. It reveals 
righteousness from God that is by faith. Paul was tasked to preach/tell/communicate 
this gospel to all people. How do we preach/tell/communicate this gospel in our 
relationship to people? 

• Paul gives thanks to God for the church in Rome. Do we give thanks for our church 
- Mount Olive? Do we give thanks for other churches that proclaim and teach the 
true gospel of God? 

• Paul was serving God with his whole heart. To what level/intensity do we serve 
God? 

• Paul remembered the people in his prayers. Do we remember others in our 
prayers? 

• Paul encouraged the congregation in Rome and was encouraged by that 
congregation. Do we encourage each other’s faith? 

• Paul, a sinful servant of God, performed specific actions as a servant of God and 
His Son, Jesus. He did not waiver through good times and bad times. He lived his 
faith. How do we live? Paul is an example for us to emulate. “The righteous will live 
by faith.” 

The Bible study will recommence on April 7. The study facilitator is Jim Rootes. 

Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study is enjoying meeting Tuesdays at 4:00 PM 
on Zoom for an hour. New Zoom Study coming after Easter, to be determined. Contact 
Chris Schomburg (chrisschomburg@gmail.com) or Karen Albu (763.432.7652) for 
more information and to join us on zoom. 

Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our women's Bible study is still 
meeting and supporting each other in our quest for a closer relationship with our Lord 
and Savior. We meet online with Zoom or simply on a group phone call from 6:00 - 
7:00 AM. We are studying, “Bless these Lips - 40 Days of Spiritual Renewal” by Sharla 
Fritz. We would love to have you join us, contact Paulette Lenz at 
mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: First Place meets online on Thursdays 
from 7:00 - 8:30 PM. Please contact Janet Orrick (763.323.0939) if you are interested.  

For more information 
please contact: 

 

Pastor Randy Stroming 

763.421.7156 x 102 
Randy@mtolive-anoka.org 

mailto:chrisschomburg@gmail.com
mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
mailto:Randy@mtolive-anoka.org
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Thank you for those ladies that have a renewed interest in LWML. Due to some 
conflicts we will meet on Monday, April 12 at 7:00 PM in the Coffee Shop area. 

In April, we will review the Mite program and see a presentation of the 2020-2022 
mission goals. We will also share ideas of how we can share LWML with others 

and a way to continue our mission goals. 

Grab a Mite box and follow the challenge below. 
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To provide space and flexibility for current and 

future use of the Family Center, we will be 

removing the remaining pews. There are 6 pews 

available until March 31 in the Family Center.  

They are all 13 ft. 9 in. long. If you or someone you 

know would like one or more of the pews for your 

home or cabin, please contact Todd  

(todd@mtolive-anoka.org).  

Family Center Pews 

Seeking Director for Mount Olive Early Childhood Center 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Anoka, Minnesota is seeking a full-time director for 
its Mount Olive Early Childhood Center. The primary purpose of this position would 
be to work with school staff to maintain an ongoing program of Christian education 
for preschool children and their 
families. 

This position would require a 
current early childhood teaching 
license, and the director would be 
asked to teach at least one early 
childhood class. 

For a job description, click here if 
you are seeing this digitally or 
request one by emailing  
mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org. 

Anyone interested in this position, please submit a resume with at least two 
references to jon@mtolive-anoka.org. Interviews will begin the week of  
April 19, 2021. Thank you. 

From the Human Relations Team 

Men’s Group 

Brews and Good News – Join us on the 1st & 3rd 
Thursdays of each month on Zoom for a social 
gathering of men. Because of Easter, April will be 
switched up a bit - watch your email for updated 
dates. Pastor Jon will send out an email a few days 
ahead of time with a link for the Zoom meeting. If you 
are not receiving the emails and would like to, please contact the church office 
and talk with Brenda. (763.421.7156 x 103 or Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org) See 
you online! 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d9/d9c3e88e-eced-4fa5-9549-8df079607dfd/documents/Pre-school_Director_Job_Description_2021.pdf
mailto:brenda@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:jon@mtolive-anoka.org
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Cari Watkins 

Preschool 

763.421.7156 x 109 

cari@mtolive-anoka.org 

All of the preschool classes enjoyed PAJAMA DAY prior to the start of Spring Break!  
The children got to make pancakes or green eggs and ham for snack! They also 
brought their favorite stuffed animal from home. The children AND the staff really enjoy 
these fun days at school! 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that Mount Olive Preschool has a Facebook Page? 
This is a great, entertaining way for you, a church member, to stay connected 
to the preschool!  We share school and class updates, post photos of the fun 
learning going on in the classrooms, upcoming events, and links to 
interesting articles. 
“Like” our Page and share it with your friends, family, and community! You 
won’t be disappointed! 

mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:cari@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Preschool
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Vacation Bible School 

All Aboard for Fun at  
2021 Vacation Bible School 

Rocky Railway 
Jesus’ Power Pulls us Through 

June 28–July 1, 2021 
 

You might recognize this theme from last summer but we never had a 

chance to explore what God has for us to learn in Rocky Railway.   
We are so excited to be able to come together to sing and play and 

learn about how Jesus’ power can help us do hard things  

and give us hope. What a perfect message for children and families! 
 

Registration opens May 1 
Watch for the Information Table in the Welcome Center in the beginning 

of May to register and to sign up for your spot to volunteer!  

Contact Carol Kietzman for more information.  

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Donations needed: Large 
cardboard barrels and boxes 

to make a train for the 
Welcome Center. 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Vacation%20Bible%20School
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

763.421.7156 x 107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Youth & Family               

5th graders and new students have finished their lessons on Holy Communion.  
Palika Biel, Union Biel, Olyvia Foth, Gwen Hale, Connor Kolander,  
Barrett Madison, Julianna Martin, Ava Oblinger, Kaylea Schramm,  
Payton Schramm, Sophia Schneider, Lukas Squier 
Their First Communion is on Maundy Thursday, April 1. 
Please continue to pray for them and their growing faith. 

 Mount Olive Junior Youth  

Grades 6-8 

2021 Servant Event 

The Wilderness Fellowship 

Frederic,  WI 

Mon, July 19—Thurs, July 22 

 

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

All ages through 6th grade meet in the Family Center 

Join us at 9:00 am each Sunday 
Each family will be at their own table with their own play-
dough, Legos, crafts and other age appropriate activities.  

Through videos and songs, your whole family will enjoy their time together learning 
about God and His plan for each one of us.   

 
We have spent the past few weeks looking at the events of Holy Week.  

What an amazing love God has shown for us. Jesus died and rose for us because  
God is LOVE and God is JUST.  

 

Our next unit is called Out of the Grave. The darkest moment of the gospel  
story became the brightest when Jesus rose from the dead to provide forgiveness 
for all of God’s people. After Jesus rose from the dead, He spent 40 more days 
proving that He is alive and preparing His followers to continue His mission after 
He returned to heaven to be with His Father. 
 

 

Junior Youth/Confirmation 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763.421.7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Youth Ministry 

NYG Preview 
April 28, we will be hosting a National Youth Gathering preview for our Senior High Youth 

and their parents. Eighth Grade students and families are encouraged to join us as well. 

This will be in place of our usual youth night activities starting at 6:30 PM in the lower 

parking lot. We will have a meal, general information session, student testimonials and 

fellowship. I want to encourage all youth families with students in 8th-12th grade to attend 

the event. Beyond learning more about the 2022 National Youth Gathering, we will have a 

lot of time for our students and families to be in relationship with each other. Feel free to 

ask Alex any questions you may have by email or in person after any worship service the 

weekends of April 10/11, 17/18 & 24/25. 

 

Wilderness Retreat—Reconnect 2021 
I’m sure you’ve hear this before, but it has been a very strange last year. Each person had 

unique struggles and successes. In many ways we grew closer to some people and grew 

apart from others. Our faith life ebbed and flowed as we fought to keep our heads above 

water. Once again, everything is changing. How is this round of change going to impact us 

all? We can never know exactly. 

 

One thing is for sure, it is time for us to RECONNECT! Our Senior High Youth will be 

going on a summer retreat July 2-5 at Wilderness Fellowship Camp with intentions to do 

just that. Over our four day weekend at Wilderness, we will focus on reconnecting with 

Christ and as a youth group. 

 

All students currently in 9th-12th grade are welcome to join us. At this time, I am in need 

of rough numbers more than anything. If you or any of our students are interested or 

completely unavailable to attend, I would appreciate hearing a yes, no or maybe from 

them by May 2. Permission slips, travel plans and beyond will follow shortly after I’ve 

gathered the initial group interest. Myself and the adult leaders thought this would be a 

great opportunity for our youth to bond coming out of a tough year and entering yet 

another uncertain season of life, and I look forward to the growth and blessing that comes 

from it. 

 

Feel free to ask Alex any questions you may have by email or in person after any worship 

service the weekends of April 10/11, 17/18 & 24/25. 

Sunday Lessons (9:00 AM Start) Wednesday Lessons (6:30 PM Start) 

4/4—No Lesson 4/7—The Power of a Whisper 

4/11— Jesus Is Resurrected 4/14—The Whispering Spot 

4/18—Jesus Encounters Two Disciples 4/21—The Key of Keys 

4/25—Jesus Prepares His Disciples 4/28—NYG Preview 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Alex Irwin 

Director of Christian 
Education 

763-421-7156 x 126 

alexi@mtolive-anoka.org 

Young Adults 

 Alex Irwin 

Young Adult Small Groups 
Our young adult group met for all six weeks of the Red Letter Challenge and then had a 

lunch gathering at Alex’s apartment on February 21. We will be meeting every other 

Sunday from March 7—May 23 at 1:00 PM in the Coffee Shop area at church, unless 

otherwise indicated on the church calendar and/or bulletin notes. Each Sunday, we will 

enjoy snacks, devotions, conversation and sometimes group games. Our spring goal is 

to spend time in God’s Word and growing together as a group. We are already looking 

forward to May when our college students will be back in town and are ready to 

welcome them into the group.  

 

Wilderness Servant Event & Retreat 

Mark your calendars! We are planning a Young Adult Servant Event and Retreat at 

Wilderness from July 19-22. While we are there, we will be serving alongside the Junior 

High students by day and bonding as a Young Adult specific ministry group by night. 

Our lodging will be in cabins apart from the Junior High students and partaking in our 

own devotions and social time throughout the week.  

 

Our theme we will be welcoming our recent high school graduates from the class of 

2021 and college students that are home for the summer to join our local young adults 

on this retreat. We will be spending our devotional time together focused on 

strengthening our personal relationships with God. ANY young adults that are 

interested in joining us for a few days of service and bonding should contact Alex for 

more information and details. We are looking forward to our first Young Adult Ministry 

summer retreat. It will be a great opportunity to serve, mentor and grow in relationship 

with our peers and Heavenly Father. 

 

Pray for our College Age Adults! 
Join us in prayer, April 27 at 5:00 PM in the Coffee Shop area to pray for our young 

adults. If you cannot join us in April, please email Alex if you would like information 

about future prayer events or to discuss other ways you can help support our young 

adults. In April, we want to encourage everyone to especially remember the following 

18-23 year olds that are part of our life at a crossroads ministry. 

 

Natalie Cree   Lexi Henrichs 

Lindsey Smitsdorff   Mari Smittsdorf 

Austin Zaviska   Emily Fish 

Luke Bradley   Preston Hanstad 

MaKayla Rappe   Elizabeth Reynolds 

 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family


WORSHIP - Onsite Worship Hours: 
Saturday: 5:30 PM (Devotional Worship) 
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional Worship) 

  9:00 AM Educational Hour 
10:00 AM (Contemporary Worship) 

Easter Holy Week:  
April 1, Maundy Thursday: 6:30 PM 
April 2, Good Friday: 6:30 PM 
April 4, Easter Sunday: 8:00 & 10:00 AM (no Saturday service) 

Online Worship:  
Tune-in to our Live Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:00 AM 
And our Holy Week services April 1 & 2: 6:30 PM 

 

Mount Olive Website: 
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/  
 
YouTube Channel (search for Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka): 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 
 

Facebook (search for Mount Olive Anoka): 
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 

Upcoming Events 
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Phone: 763.421.3223 
Fax: 763.576.9626 

Email: mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org 
Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Mount Olive  

Wednesdays: Midweek Drive Thru Meals 5:30 - 6:15 PM 

Meals on Wheels:  March 29, March 31 & April 2 

April 1: Maundy Thursday, Service at 6:30 PM 

April 2: Good Friday, Service at 6:30 PM 

April 3: NO SATURDAY SERVICE 

April 4: Easter Sunday, Services at 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

April 5: Church Office is closed; Preschool is in session 

April 12: LWML Meeting (7:00 PM) 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

