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 “Keeping Connected In Isolation” 
Wow, this is crazy stuff, isn’t it? For 
me, continuing ministry during this 
pandemic has been challenging, to 
say the least. Trying to do things 
I’ve taken for granted, like worship, 
sacraments, meetings and teaching; 
and presenting them in different 
ways to stay connected with you 
while we are in isolation. 

As I am writing this, our governor 
has just issued a “shelter in place” 
order in effect until April 10. At this 
point, we are unsure if it will be 
extended. Keep that in prayer! 

Since this came upon us so quickly, to this point your church & school staff have had to 
quickly deal with what is right in front of us: keeping you informed through digital means, 
preparing school material and distributing to preschool families, preparing and recording 
Lenten and weekend worship, and cleaning and sanitizing our building. 

Now, we are looking ahead, as it looks like for the first time in our congregation’s      
history, I believe, we will not celebrating Holy Week together at church, but in our 
homes. This saddens me, of course, as Easter is always such a highlight for me and the 
congregations I have served. But, it also challenges and inspires me and your staff and 
others to try to put together the best and most inspiring Holy Week worship and learning 
experience possible under the circumstances. As I said to a few Elders last evening, “I 
believe this pandemic which is keeping us isolated for the most part, could bring us 
closer together as a church family.” That’s the way I am choosing to move forward.  
(As I just reread this paragraph, a tear came to my eye - an emotional time.) 

So, we have staff and volunteers working together on the following: 

 Working to improve the online worship experience for our members and friends. 

 Working to add music and video to our worship content. 

 Preparing Holy Week packets with learning materials and activities for families and 
also households without children. Packets will be available outside the main 
entrance at church on Friday, April 3 from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM and Saturday,  
April 4, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 

 I will continue to bring you weekly updates through Facebook Live on our Mount 
Olive Facebook page at 1:00 PM on Thursdays. 

 Sunday worship on both Palm Sunday (April 5) and Easter (April 12) will be available 
on our website (www.mtolive-anoka.org), on our Facebook page, on Instagram and 
on YouTube beginning at 8:00 AM each Sunday morning and can be viewed 
anytime. 

 Worship will be offered on Maundy Thursday (April 9) and Good Friday (April 10) on 
the same online locations mentioned above. Watch for information on times. 

 We served communion to 153 people on March 27 at our Carpool Communion in our 
church parking lot. We are looking to offer communion again in this fashion on 
Easter Sunday morning (April 12). Watch for more details. 

God made a promise to Joshua and the Israelites as they crossed into the uncharted 
territory of the Promised Land: “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) As we continue to venture into 
uncharted territory in the coming days, the Lord is with you! That’s His promise to you.  

Take good care and God bless you! 

Pastor Jon 

http:www.mtolive-anoka.org
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HOLY WEEK  

Pastor Jon Haakana 

Holy Week at Home – 2020 
Holy Week Packets will be available for families and households without 
Children on the bench outside of main entrance at church on Friday, April 3, 
9:00 – 4:00 PM and on Saturday, April 4, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM. If you’re out 
and about for necessities, please pick one up! 

Palm Sunday – April 5 – SERIES: “Come Alive” – “Above and Beyond”                    
Available online on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and our website beginning 
at 8 AM on Sunday. 

Maundy Thursday – April 9 – “On a Bad Night”                                                    
Available online on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and our website. 

Good Friday – April 10 – SERIES: “Come Alive” – “Head Held High”                              
Available online on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and our website. 

Easter Sunday – April 12 -  
SERIES: “Come Alive” – “The Power to Change Your Life”                                                
Available online on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and our website beginning 
at 8 AM on Sunday. 

(IF WE ARE ABLE) Carpool Communion II, Easter Sunday, April 12 from 

9:00 – 11:00 AM in lower parking lot at church. Watch for announcements 

and details. 

Easter Flowers for Worship 

Thank you to all who ordered Easter flowers, they will 
be used to brighten up the altar during our online 
Easter worship. When we are done capturing the 
service, you will receive an email that you are able to 
pick them up at your convenience. Any questions 
please contact Brenda Schwarz  
(Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org or 763.421.7156 x 103.) 

March  

Carpool Communion 

Strengthened 153 
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Our staff has come back after the 
scheduled Spring break and are all 
working diligently and creatively (and all 
while socially distancing themselves and 
fervent hand washing) this week to 
prepare distance learning for their 
students.  

Each teacher will create a “closed group” 
Facebook page for the children in their 
class. The purpose is to allow the teachers 
to send Live messages or lessons on 

Facebook that can be viewed in real-time or at a later more convenient time (Or even 
multiple times) AND for families to connect by sending pictures of what they are doing 
during the restrictions. It is important for our young kids to see their friends and 
teachers. Each teacher has prayed over and personally called their student/families – 
That’s over 120 families! 

In order to best serve our families, we developed a quick Survey Monkey that will 
help us make more decisions going forward.  

They have assembled their first weekly learning packet that can be picked up via 
drive thru at Mount Olive. One Mount Olive member generously donated bins of 
educational items to share with each student. If you are interested in helping a family 
who is struggling financially with tuition, please contact Linda Stroming 
Linda@mtolive-anoka.org.  

mailto:Linda@mtolive-anoka.org
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Stephen Ministry Update 

Dave Dawson 
Hello everyone! 

What a crazy spring we are having. This COVID-19 

virus has changed our lives in so many ways. I hope 

everyone is feeling well and staying safe. It is so 

comforting to know God is in charge and will take care 

of us and give us hope. 

I wanted to let you all know our Stephen Ministry is still 

up and running!  

Our beautiful and caring ministers are still giving 

wonderful Christian care by phone. Please continue to 

pray for our Stephen Ministry here at Mount Olive, 

especially the care givers, they sacrifice so much of 

their personal time and are so dedicated to this ministry. 

We also have a training coming up for new Stephen Ministers this spring when we 

get the all clear on this virus. You still have a chance to be part of this caring ministry. 

Do not hesitate to call the Welcome Desk and they will connect you with one of the 

leaders for more information. 

I personally miss all the beautiful people here at Mount Olive. I'm looking forward to 

being with you all again! God Bless! 

  "I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever;  

With my mouth will I make known your faithfulness to all generations."  

(Psalm  89:1) 

Lutheran Hour Ministries: Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) offers a number of ways 

to enhance your relationship with God our Father and His Son Jesus. The most well 

known is “The Lutheran Hour” which can be heard locally each Sunday morning on 

WCCO radio at 0600 (6:00AM).   

Rev. Dr. Michael Ziegler provides a powerful and meaningful message. The Lutheran 

Hour is also available on Spotify, Siriusxm, iHeartRadio, amazon alexa, and 

SentRadio (lhm.org/sentradio). You can also get at the iTunes Store.  

Lutheran Hour is not the only thing available from Lutheran Hour Ministries. You can 

go to www.lhm.org and find all kinds of information and learning materials. There are 

apps that can be downloaded to your smart phone or tablet such as LHM Booklets, 

LHM Studies, LHM Devotions, and of course, Lutheran Hour. LHM Studies provides 

materials that can be used for home study, Life Groups, or Bible Studies. Daily 

devotions are provided on the devotions app. During Lent, Lenten devotional  

(Deliver Us: Jesus Sets Us Free) is available (lhm.org/lent). 

Jim Rootes, Lutheran Hour Ambassador 

lhm.org/sentradio
http://www.lhm.org
https://www.lhm.org/lent/
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Life Bible Study Updates 

Below is some information that you may deem helpful during this time of “social distancing.” If your study is not 
listed below, please check with your Bible study leader on what the exact plan is for your study.  

Sisters in the Word Women's Bible Study: Once we are back to normal scheduling, we will be continuing 
our video driven Bible study called “The Patriarchs”. Contact Karen Albu at 763.432.7652 or 763.226.4495 
(text only) or Chris Schomburg at ChrisSchomburg@gmail.com for more information. 

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: The First Place 4 Health Bible group is wrapping up a 12 week 
study. We had our first zoom meeting last Thursday and it went great. There was a few hiccups to start but we 
got everyone on line. Zoom even extended our time so we had the whole hour. Our next study will start after 
Easter on April 16. We are hoping to be back at church by that time. But if not, we will continue to 
Zoom. Anyone interested in a health focused Bible study please give Janet Orrick a call. (763.323.0939 or 
janet.orrick@yahoo.com.) 

Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study: Our Wednesday morning Bible study group is staying in contact 
through text messaging. We are encouraging each other and sharing our personal devotions or Bible insights 
almost daily. We hope to be able to meet together soon. 

Romans - A Detailed Study on Sunday Mornings: This Bible study will be held during the Sunday morning 
Education Hour once our schedule gets back to normal hopefully in May. If you have any questions, please 
contact Jim Roots (farmalldork@gmail.com.) 
 

Why should we study Romans? It is because we need to understand:  

 What  it means to follow Christ. 

 How a person is redeemed, transformed, sealed, & sanctified in order to stand before God on 
judgement day. 

 How salvation is received by grace. 

 How it articulates the foundation of the Christian belief; the benchmark of Christian truth. 

 How Romans was the turning point for Martin Luther—faith alone justifies. 

Martin Luther states:  

“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest Gospel.  It is worthy not 
only of every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he should occupy  himself 
with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.  We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the 
more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”  

Word Ministry Focus - Life + 
Pastor Randy Stroming 

Home Groups During #StayHomeMN by Scott Colestock 
Somehow "#stayhomemn" is easier to go with than "the current crisis" or "COVID 19"! 

The HOME group that Tracy and I lead got together with "Zoom" a couple Sundays ago, and again this last 
Sunday.  It was really good to see everyone via video, to connect a bit into everyone's lives, and to pray over 
the group, our church, and a world that needs healing right now. 

We were surprised at how personal the connection felt even with just video and amid the odd audio 
delays.  We came away feeling like this is exactly what we needed to help us navigate in the weeks ahead!   

We plan to gather our group on our regular schedule to socialize, to continue our study in 1st Peter, and 
maybe even "share" a meal together.  I'd encourage you to do the same! 

There are so many technology choices available.  You can use https://zoom.us/ for free for 40-minute calls 
that include joining by an app on your phone, by computer, or a phone call - but there are many other options 
too. 

Tracy and I (with many others) also help coordinate a Sunday morning adult bible study that is normally in the 
coffee shop book store area.  We're doing that over 
"Zoom" as well!  Care to join us at 9:15 on Sunday 
mornings?  Please do!  Details below. 

Join our Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/6125590580 

By phone: +1 646 876 9923 US 
Meeting ID: 612 559 0580 
One tap mobile dial to join by phone: 
+16468769923,,6125590580# US (New York) 

mailto:farmalldork@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/j/6125590580
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Stewardship               Pastor Jon Haakana 

On the topic of stewardship, one of the most common questions a person might ask is not whether 
a Christian should give to their church. Everyone knows this. Of course, Christians should give to 
their church. 

The most common question: “How much should I give?” But what they really mean is this: “Should 
Christians give a tithe of their income to their local congregation?” So, let’s look at why you should 
or should not tithe. 

Following are some reasons often offered for why Christians shouldn’t give a tithe to their 
church. 

Some say you shouldn’t tithe because it isn’t expressly commanded in the New Testament. Lacking 
that command, there is no “Thus saith the Lord” and no “should” for giving a tithe to your 
congregation. 

Others say that Christians give to their congregation in ways much broader than money. They give 
of their time and their talents, and these, together with treasures (money), add up to more than a 
tithe. 

Still others say they give of their treasures to other things besides their congregation, and they want 
to support those things alongside their church. 

And there are those who think Christians shouldn’t tithe because of fear. If they tithe, they are afraid 
their gift will be misused, and they are afraid they won’t have enough to get the things they use, 
want, or need. 

Following are some reasons for why Christians should give a tithe to their church. 

Even though the New Testament doesn’t specifically command Christians to give a tithe, the Old 
Testament people were commanded to tithe and did. On top of this, St. Paul often describes the 
giving Christians are to do in similar terms as a tithe: a regular and generous proportion of the first 
fruits of their income. (1 Corinthians 6:1–2; 2 Corinthians 8:7–23; 2 Corinthians 9:2–7) 

But here’s another way to think about it. What was the point of the tithe in the Old Testament? 
Where did it go? The reason for the Old Testament tithe was to support the full ministry of the 
Levites. They were not given any land because they had no time to farm; their full-time job was the 
ministry. 

What does it say in the New Testament? “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the 
Gospel should make their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that Luther put in 
the Small Catechism’s Table of Duties to cover what Christians owe to the support of the ministry. 

It seems clear from both the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is the goal of Christians in 
their giving. But what if we’re not there yet? How should we handle this? What are we to do? 

Let’s answer this by asking a different question about something entirely different. What would you 
say to your adult children who only attended church quarterly or once a month? There, is after all, 
no passage in the New Testament that requires Christians to go to church weekly. Hebrews 10:25 
is the closest we have, and it states simply for Christians to not neglect gathering together. Even 
though there is no passage that commands Christians to gather weekly, that is the implicit 
expectation throughout the Old and New Testaments. It is the goal. 

So, what would you say to that son or daughter? I’d expect that conversation would be something 
like this: “I’m glad you’re still going to church. It is a wonderful blessing to hear God’s promises of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation, and to receive His gifts in the Word and the Sacraments. But you 
can do better, and it will only be a blessing to you. There is a better way, and I’d really like you to try 
to attain it.” 

This same conversation is how we should approach the topic of the tithe. It’s not specifically 
commanded in the New Testament, but it sure seems like the implicit expectation of both the Old 
and New Testaments. So, the church is ecstatic that you’re giving when you’re giving in all these 
ways – time, talents, and treasures. 

Mail in your offering to:  

Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 700 Western Street, Anoka, MN 55303 

Give online: Your weekly offerings can be made through GivePlus+ through our website or 

text. 

www.mtolive-anoka.org/resources/online-giving or text donation amount to 763.324.9754 (follow prompts) 

Use Simply Giving to set up automatic monthly or weekly giving: 

For information on Simply Giving and to register, please email Monica at monica@mtolive-anoka.org, or 

John Peters at zeke3613@aol.com. Thank you for your continued faithfulness. 

mailto:monica@mtolive-anoka.org
http://www.mtolive-anoka.org/online-giving.html
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Women of Mount Olive: At this point we will NOT have an April meeting. At our March 2 
meeting, we distributed a total of $3,850 in mission money from our final fall event. The 
breakdown is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following this year, our missions will be limited but please continue to use your mite box. 

The Zone LWML Rally that was scheduled for April 18 is cancelled and we will host the 
fall rally. More details to come as it gets closer.  

Remember that you are a lady (young to old) and a member of our church, you are a 
member of Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. This does not mean you need to 
attend meetings, but you can add your mites and your prayers to our mission purpose. 

Stay safe and healthy!! 

Witness Ministry Focus 
Jan Block 

LWML Mites ................................... $1200  
(for zone and national missions) 

Trinity 1st - Minneapolis ..................... 100 

Bethesda Lutheran Home .................. 150  
(designated to new Group home in Victoria, MN) 

Lutheran Bible Translators ................. 100 

Impact Services  ................................ 200  
(Meals on Wheels) 

Global Health Ministries ..................... 150 

MOLC Human Needs ......................... 550 

MOLC Midweek Meals ....................... 200 

MOLC Elementary Youth ................... 200 

MOLC Junior Youth ........................... 200 

MOLC Senior Youth ........................... 200 

MOLC Kitchen Fund .......................... 250 

MOLC Quilters ................................... 100 

A RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE 

THANK YOU!  
The Lord’s hand: Prior to our last 
bloodmobile, Nancy and I 
discussed with the pastor and our 
Red Cross representative that if 
could not get with in 5 of our 39 pint goal we would discontinue having it at our church. 
We had only 20 signed up and it looked dim. About half way through the afternoon we 
had about 8 unknown walk-ins and our members continued to arrive. So by the end of 
they day we had collected 36 pints. Our next collection date will be September 28. 
Thanks be to God for giving us this opportunity for continued service in this needy cause. 
And thank you for giving. 
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Update from Pastor Togara: 
We are doing very well at the Centre courtesy of the milling 
project. Zimbabwe is currently experiencing severe food 
shortages because of last year's drought and another one for this 
season. In response, we have taken the step of packaging and 
selling the “Mealie Meal” (corn meal) over and above milling 
operations for local farmers. With this additional income, we are 
meeting all critical overheads and food requirements. This 
includes paying some monthly incentives to our caregivers and 
administrative staff. The “Mealie Meal” brings 50 cents of profit 
per bag and is sold in the local grocery stores. 

Our enrollment has increased. We are currently at 31 children 
and we expect eight more in a couple of weeks. Our residential 
facility for the children meets this capacity. We have experienced 
a challenge with the educational facility. We now have a third 
class. We do not have furniture for the three classes. We only had three tables that 
we started with in 2014 which have worn out.  

The government has provided a third teacher, two of the teachers are sharing one 
classroom because of a lack of furniture for the third room Our intention is to start the 
second term (May 2020) with the additional furniture in place. It is my last and final 
plea that you help us raise tuition support for the children so that we may purchase 
furniture (tables/chairs) for those that are not in wheelchairs. This will go a very long 
way in ensuring a conducive learning environment. When we receive this furniture, 
equipping the Centre will be complete. 

The tuition is $135 per child per year.  

 

SCHOOL FURNITURE PROJECT 

Our total enrollment stands at 39 children. 

21 of these are still able to walk with minimal to 
maximal assistance.  They do not need wheelchairs 
in the classroom, but chairs with armrests. 

18 children are non-ambulatory so they attend 
classes in their wheelchairs.  

We have connected with a furniture supplier in 
Mutare who can make and supply 20 two-seater 
adjustable desks for the 39 children.  

We were given a variety of chairs with armrests to 
test with our children and the children  
unanimously settled for the chair attached below: 

20 Two -Seater Desks (height adjustable) @ 
US$86.20 each  
Total $1724 

21 chairs with armrests @ US$132 each 
Total $2772  

Grand Total $4496 

Update from Pastor Togara 
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 Vacation Bible School 
Carol Kietzman 

All aboard for fun at  
2020 Vacation Bible School 

Rocky Railway 
Jesus’ Power Pulls us Through 

June 22-25, 2020 
Registration opens May 15 

Watch for the Information Table in the Welcome Center in the beginning 
of May to register and to sign up for your spot to volunteer!  

Contact Carol Kietzman for more information.  

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 
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mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.or?subject=Vacation%20Bible%20School
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Youth 

Junior Youth 
Because our First Communion and Confirmation worship services are 
valuable and important steps in our children’s faith journey, Pastor Jon 
and I have decided to postpone these worship services until the fall.  We 
might be able to think of a way to “make it work” but that would definitely  
affect families who want to celebrate together. This date change will give us time to 
regroup and give you as families more time to figure out “school at home” and “working 
from home”. 

Junior Youth is still meeting via Zoom. We have weekly Bible Studies and the opportunity 
to gather together. They are encouraged to continue working on their 
Worship Notes and Service Hours.   

What a great way to share the love of Jesus by reaching out to family 
and neighbors in need! 

Sunday School 
Sunday School looks quite a bit different with our 
current world situation but we will continue 
sharing His Word with you!  
“Sunday School at Home” provides familiar videos, 
craft ideas and activity sheets to help parents tell 
the story.  

God has provided messages of hope through Ezekiel, His presence through 
The Fiery Furnace, and deliverance through Daniel and the Lions Den. 

Q:  Why do we pray? 
A: We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mount Olive is providing HOLY WEEK packets for home devotions, 
craft project, coloring and activity sheets and a special jelly bean prayer. 

Pick yours up at church near the main door on Friday April 3. 

Mount Olive Junior Youth      Grades 6-8 

 
 

2020 Servant Event   The Wilderness Fellowship 

Frederic, WI       Monday, July 20 - Thursday, July 23 
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For more information 
please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Jr. Youth and Family:  

Sunday School  

Confirmation 

763-421-7156 x107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

 

Penny Walsh 

Senior Youth: 

penandtony@gmail.com 

Senior Youth                    
By Penny Walsh 

God's Word tells us in Matthew 18:20, "for where two or three gather in My 
name, there I am with them"  (Even gathering over Zoom, Facebook, Google 
Meet, and Instagram!)   

A lot has changed in the last few weeks, days, and hours. The new normal for our 
Senior High Youth consists of Distance Learning through their various schools 
Learning Platforms and the loss of some of their favorite things. Social Distancing 
has taken away theater, band, orchestra, choir, clubs, sports, and part-time jobs. It 
has taken them away from physically seeing friends, teachers, and even significant 
others. But what Social Distancing can't take away is gathering together.  

As adult leaders, we've had Zoom youth meetings with over 40 youth and adult 
leaders in attendance. We've held, as of print, two live Sunday morning Bible 
studies using Facebook and Instagram. We've messaged with our small groups. 
We've found each other on the YouVersion Bible app. We've prayed over every 
single family in our youth group. And we're still trying to find more ways to serve and 
connect as a group. 

What I've found to be amazing (I shouldn't be surprised at how cool God is) is how 
many more people we've connected to through the use of Social Media. Our 
Sunday morning Bible Study is normally comprised of 25-40 7th-12th graders and 
adult leaders. In the past two Sundays, we've had over 60 views between Instagram 
and Facebook!  How cool is that!   

So, what can youth who are home do to pass the time:  

 Play board games and watch movies with family 

 Get in a walk or run outside in the fresh air 

 Exercise and stretch 

 Cook or bake 

 Connect with family and friends through new and creative ways 

 Read more 

 Study God's Word through sites like Right Now Media and YouVersion Bible app 

 Nap or take a rest without technology 

 Eat, snack, drink water 

 Grow relationships with others and with God (connect with Senior Youth via 
Facebook and Instagram) 

 

  

 
Register to run/walk at:  
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/news-events/run2grace-5k-run  
Because of COVID-19, our Run2Grace will be virtual run.  
Our race will continue to support our youth upcoming mission 
trips. Watch for more information to come.  

Race Start Time: 9:00 AM 

Entry Fee: $25.00 

Kids Fun Run at 10:00 AM (Free-10 & under) 

mailto:carol@mtolive-anoka.org?subject=Youth%20&%20Family
mailto:penandtony@gmail.com?subject=Senior%20Youth
https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/news-events/run2grace-5k-run


Upcoming Events 

Saturday Night Service           5:30 PM 

(contemporary service) 
 

Sunday Worship Services:  

      Classic Grace:                    8:00 AM 

                              (traditional service) 

      Living Praise:                     9:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

      Living Praise:                   10:30 AM 

            (contemporary service) 

 

 

April 5 - 12: Join us online for Holy Week services: 

Palm Sunday (April 5), Maundy Thursday (April 9),  

Good Friday (April 10) and Easter Sunday (April 12) 

April 9: First Communion - Postponed 

April 17: Manna Market 

April 18: Cancelled - Arise with the Guys 

 Cancelled -  LWML NE Zone Spring Rally 

April 27 - May 1: Meals on Wheels 

April 13 & May 11: Cancelled - Compassionate Friends 

May 2: Confirmation - Postponed 

May 15: Registration begins for VBS 

June 22-25: Vacation Bible School 


