
5/29/2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

By Executive Order on Saturday, May 23, Governor Tim Walz re-opened churches for worship, 

weddings and funerals at 25% capacity. We are re-opening in-person onsite worship at Mount 

Olive on Sunday, June 14. We do this for some real important reasons. 

For over a decade, our mission statement has been “living to love people to Christ.” In other 

words, we care. We re-open in-person onsite worship because we care for others. Many of our 

members have been struggling in isolation, praying for the day that we can once again worship 

together as a church family. On May 17, your pastors and elders communed around 250 souls 

with the precious body and blood of our Savior Jesus in our 2nd Carpool Communion. It was 

evident from the gratitude and emotions displayed that day that we need to care for one another 

through in-person worship and support as soon as possible. 

But, we also care enough for people to show care and concern for our members’ health and 

safety. We are making careful preparations and safety protocols so that we do not spread the 

coronavirus. I have been working closely with a group of elders to enable a caring, yet safe 

environment. We re-open because we care so deeply about people and their need for Jesus 

and His Church. 

We realize that this is an uncertain time, which makes our re-opening strategy a fluid situation. 

We are planning to start slowly, do things carefully, and keep it as simple as possible. With 25% 

capacity we can safely seat 113 in our worship center. We will have two services on Sundays, 

beginning June 14, at 8:00 & 9:30 AM (No Saturday worship at this time). Each week we will be 

making adjustments to ensure health and safety as we worship. Then, as we are able, we will 

consider adding other services and offering the Lord’s Supper. Please be patient during this 

time. We have never been down this path before.  

A few things to think about before returning to worship at Mount Olive: 

1. If you are in a high-risk category because of underlying health conditions or over the age 

of 65, do not feel compelled to attend public worship services until you feel comfortable 

with the potential health risk. Guard your health. We will continue to provide online 

worship on our website (www.mtolive-anoka.org), on our Facebook and Instagram 

pages (Mount Olive Anoka) and our YouTube channel (Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka). If 

you would like private communion with one of our pastors or elders, please call the 

church for an appointment. 

2. You are urged to stay home if you are ill in other ways or showing symptoms of  

COVID-19. Likewise, if someone in your household is ill or has COVID-19, please 

remain at home for the time being and worship at home using our online and cable TV 

options. 

3. Wash your hands often. Frequent and thorough hand-washing is one of the best ways to 

prevent the transmission of COVID-19 and other diseases.  

4. If you plan on attending onsite services, you are encouraged to wear a mask when 

entering and exiting the building in consideration of others attending. You are welcome 

to wear a mask throughout the service, as you feel comfortable. If you forgot your mask 

or don’t have one, one will be available to you at church if desired. Please be 

considerate of your neighbor’s wishes to wear/not wear a mask. Our respectful and 

loving care for one another allows freedom in this matter. 

http://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
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Now, a few things to expect when you do come to worship – the new normal: 

1. We ask you to enter church by either Door E (near church nursery) or Main Entrance 

near lower parking lot. You can park in the upper lot, but Door A will not be open to 

minimize traffic in the building. Just follow the sidewalk to Main Entrance. The entrance 

doors from the parking lot and Worship Center doors will be propped open until worship 

begins in order to enable touchless entry. There will be hand sanitizer and extra masks 

available at both entrances. 

2. Those entering Door E will be asked to enter Worship Center through the door located 

there. Those entering the Main Entrance will be directed to main doors of Worship 

Center. You will be directed to a seat by an usher or elder. We have blocked off every 

other pew, and have marked pews with fluorescent tape to allow 2 households per pew 

with social distance, not to exceed 25% capacity or 113 people. Beyond that, families 

will be directed to the balcony or tables in Welcome Center. 

3. We will limit traffic inside building to Worship Center, the Welcome Center, and the 

bathrooms near the Welcome Desk. The church kitchen, Coffee Shop, Cana Hall, 

meeting rooms and the Family Center are off limits at this time.  

4. We are unable to provide nursery service at this time. The cry room and nursing room 

will be available without books and toys. We are also not able to provide Busy Bags or 

activity trays at this time. Please bring books, activity sheets or toys from home. Thanks 

for your patience. 

5. At the present time, please do not shake hands, hug, or touch people in greeting before 

the service. Do your best to maintain social distancing. Please be both courteous to and 

patient with one another. 

6. Our services will be shorter in length (35-40 min.) with 2-3 songs or hymns. When we 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper it will be touchless with prepacked containers on tables 

located throughout the Worship Center. 

7. After worship, you will be ushered out 2 sections at a time towards Door E or the Main 

Entrance. We ask that you exit the building right away to maintain social distancing. We 

encourage any conversation and fellowship outside or in parking lots with social 

distance. This will also enable our cleaning teams to do their work in preparation for the 

next service. 

We will keep monitoring the situation, and make any changes deemed necessary. If there is 

an outbreak of coronavirus at our church (2 or more cases), we will consider pausing  

in-person onsite worship and onsite activities at church for at least two weeks. We want to 

be sensitive to “hot spots” and churches will be closely scrutinized. We will also monitor 

other orders from the Governor to determine when and how in-person onsite worship will 

continue or change. 

Please pray for Mount Olive, our staff and leadership, and our community. Pray now as we 

prepare. Pray as we re-open. Pray that we learn what we need to learn each week. We are 

trying to be very thoughtful in preparing for this. 

If you have any questions or comments, let me know at jon@mtolive-anoka.org.  

In Jesus,                                                                                                                                           

Pastor Jon 
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