
Welcome to preschool!  

During the month of September 
we will  focus on how special and 
unique God created each child, 
celebrating our similarities and 
differences. As we become com-
fortable with school we will be 
weighing, measuring, and explor-
ing ourselves in mirrors, making 
fingerprint artwork and painting 
“ourselves” at the easel. The chil-
dren will be digging for little peo-
ple and their photo in the sand, 
making pasta portraits, and play-
ing a face matching game. We 
will also become familiar with our 
school environment and expecta-
tions.  Then we will move on to 
learning about trees, exploring 
different types of bark, leaves, 
and nuts.  We will also talk about 
various purposes trees play:  ani-
mal homes, shade, wood, syrup, 
nuts,  apples, etc.  As the weather 
turns to fall we will observe col-
ors change as well.  The children 
will paint with tree branches, 
weigh bark and wood at the sci-
ence table, observe a real 

(taxidermy) squirrel, and count the 
correct number of apples on each 
tree.  The sensory table will be filled 
with smooth brown chestnuts, and 
sticks/ straw/& raffia for children to 
make “bird nests”.  

 

 

 

 

Concepts for the Month: 

Shape:  circle 

Color:  blue 

Numerals:  1 & 2 

Letters:  L, F, & E 

Monthly Bible Verse 

“In the beginning God made the 

heavens and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1 

September Bible Stories: 

 Sept. 10:  The little children 

come to Jesus (Mark 10:13-16) 

 Sept 14 & 17:  God made me 

special (Psalm 139:14) 

 Sept. 21 & 24: Creation 

(Genesis chapter 1) 

 Sept. 28 & Oct. 1: Zacchaeus 

(Luke 19:1-10) 

 

 

 

What is the Purpose of 

Easel Painting? 

Painting at the easel is some-

thing all children look forward 

to doing at preschool.  It pro-

vides a sensory experience and 

allows children exploration with 

colors and color mixing.  They 

can experiment with textures 

and experience  sensation of 

wet, slippery, drippy, etc.  Not 

only does painting provide a 

means of self-expression and 

creativity as well as a sense of 

satisfaction for children, it is 

also an excellent manipulative 

activity.  It develops hand and 

finger muscles to prepare them 

for printing and writing.  But as 

children spread paint, they are 

developing control over their large 

muscles as well! 

 

 

A Closer Look at our Program 

Mrs. Reynolds’ Preschool Press 
4 & 5 year old classes  421-7156 ext. 121 judyr@mtolive-anoka.org  

 

Thank you 

 For attending orientation 

with your child 

 For returning all paperwork 

 For volunteering to help in 

so many ways for the up-

coming school year 

 For reading the newsletter 

and other info.! 

   September 2020 Curriculum Highlights 



You say you love your children, 

And are concerned they learn to play? 

So am I– that’s why I’m providing 

A variety of kinds of play. 

 

You’re asking me the value 

Of blocks and other such play? 

Your children are solving problems 

They will use that skill every day. 

 

You’re asking what’s the value 

Of having your children play? 

Your daughter’s created a tower 

She may be a builder some day. 

 

You’re saying you don’t want your son  

To play in that “sissy” way? 

Your children are making choices, 

They’ll be on their own some day. 

 

You’re worried your children aren’t    

     learning 

And later will have to pay? 

They’re learning a pattern for learning, 

For they’ll be learners always! 

 

 

 

 

 

“A “Special Prayer” 

Thank you , Lord, for (child’s name). 

Thank you for the way ( ) is growing into the 

unique person you designed ( ) to be.   

I know ( ) is precious to you.  Help ( ) to real-

ize how precious ( ) is to me, too.  May ( ) be 

all that you intended ( ) to be.  I am honored to 

be ( )’s parent.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 

Play Today by Leah Phag 
Getting to Know Your  

Teachers…Mrs. Reynolds 

 
Dear Families, thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to be your child’s teacher.  I have 
wanted to be a teacher since I was a child, 
and now I am living out my dream! My 
Grandmother, Aunts, and Mother were all 
teachers and I continued the tradition! I grew 
up in the Chicago area, but have been in MN 
since college.  I attended Concordia Universi-
ty, St. Paul, where I received my BA in 1988 
and my Masters Degree in Early Childhood 
Education in 1995.  I have taught preschool 
for 29 years, and this is my 14th year at Mt. 
Olive. My husband Scott and I have been 
married for 31 years, and we live in Andover.   
We have 4 children, ages 25, 23, 21, and 18. 
Our older daughter is married and doing stu-
dent teaching this fall  in St Paul.  Our oldest 
son graduated with a mathematics degree and 
is working.  Our younger daughter is a senior 
at Concordia University St Paul majoring in 
elementary education.   Our “baby” is a Sen-
ior at Andover High School.  He sings in 
choir, runs cross country, and wrestles in 
addition to trying to figure out where to go to 
college next year! We keep busy with our 
family, our cabin on Lake Vermilion, and our 
Golden Retriever, “Wrigley”  (Yes, I’m still a 
Cubs and Bears fan…).   I absolutely love 
teaching preschool! It is my passion and call-
ing.  I consider it a privilege to be working 
with you and your children! 
  Judy Reynolds 
(Next month you will hear from Mrs. Heather!) 

 

Dressing for 
Preschool 

Please remember 
paint is a daily 
part of our pro-
gram. Although 
we attempt to use 
washable paint 

and paint shirts, accidents do happen.  Please 
dress accordingly.  Also, please send your 
child to school in securely fitting shoes that 
will not fall off when they are on the play-
ground.  We recommend tennis shoes.  No flip 
flops, please! 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Snack 
Prayer 

 
Every month we will be 
learning  a new snack 
prayer.  Most of them are 
to a tune, which makes it 
fun!  In September we are 
learning: 
 
 
 

“We’re Thankful for Food” 
Tune:  Good Morning to You 

We’re thankful for Food, 
We’re thankful for food, 

We’re thankful for this food, 
We’re thankful for food. 

Amen. 
 

 

  



September 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5  

6 

Theme:  I’m Special 

Book of the Week: 

What I Like About 

Me!- Carlson & I Like 

Me!-Zobel 

7 8 9 

Letter of the Week: 

Will begin next week! 

 

 

First Days of School 

10 

Welcome!  We’re so 

glad you’re here! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

GRACE!   

11 12 

13 

Theme: I’m Special 

Book of the Week: 

It’s OK to be Differ-

ent– Paar & Designed 

by God– Character 

Builders for Kids 

14 

Experiment with chil-

dren’s photos using 

mirrors!  We are 

learning about  

symmetry! 

15 16 

Letter of the Week: 

L 

 

17 

“Birthday cake” col-

lages!  We celebrate 

the day you were 

born! 

18  

BOOK ORDERS 

DUE 

19 

20 

Theme: Trees 

Book of the Week: 

The Leaves on the 

Trees– Wiley 

21 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

DREW!   
 
Tree Exploration Day!   

22 23 

Letter of the Week: 

F 

 

24 

Make a glitter leaf at  

the art table! 

25 26 

27 

Theme: Trees 

Book of the Week: 

Over in the Forest– 

Berkes & In the Mid-

dle of Fall – Henkes 

28 

Leaf patterning pro-

ject; sorting apples 

small/medium/large 

29 30 

Letter of the Week: 

E 

 

 



           Talking With Children About Art 
 

 
Art for the young child is so valuable and provides many new experiences for children. 
 
Below are some tips for you to understand and create conversation while your child is engaged in a project or to use after they bring a project home. 
 
Please note: 

Most children’s art doesn’t have a story behind it. 
Children’s art can be an expression of feelings for which the child doesn’t have words. 
Describe the process of what you see the child doing. 
 

DIALOGUE TO AVOID: 
Complimentary – nice, wonderful, super, “good job”     

Judging – good, great 
Valuing – like, love 
Questioning – what is it? 
Probing – tell me about it. 
Correcting – isn’t it supposed to…?  Shouldn’t it be like…? 

 
THINGS TO COMMENT ON INSTEAD: 

color    space    
line     texture 
shape, form   balance 
mass, volume, 3-D         overall design 
patterns   time effort 

   

PROCESS VS. PRODUCT 

Art Activities Craft Products 

Creative, unique Resemble each other 

Individual, diverse Uniform 

Comes from within Copy teacher 

Empowers the child Empowers the teacher 

Art process – doing art for Focus on the art product 

Often not recognizable Are recognizable 

Not appealing Usually appealing to adults 

Success oriented Useful, practical 

No fear or failure May be unsuccessful, can’t copy 

Child decides content Teacher’s model, usually related 

Involves legitimate art media Involves commercial, expensive 



We know the first day of school and school year 
will look very different than years past. All the 
change and uncertainty in our world has many of 
us feeling uneasy. Reaching a milestone for our 
young children such as their first day of preschool 
comes with unique mix of conflicting emotions 
like joy and anxiety any year, and this year anx-
iousness may be even more present. You may be 
seeking peace and comfort more than expected on 
the first day of school this year, and we want to 
walk with you in this time of uncertainty. If you 
have any extra time and would like to engage in 
supportive conversations, stop by the coffee shop 
area after student drop-off. We will seek peace, 
joy and comfort together as a community of adult 
peers who care for our children. 
 
Alex Irwin, Director of Christian Education, 
wants to listen and pray with any parents that 
could use a listening ear and sense of community 
following student drop-off on the first day of 
school. Alex will be in the coffee shop area from 
9:00AM-9:30AM on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday. Feel free to stop by for some conversation 
and time of prayer. 
 
Sincerely, Alex Irwin 
_______ 
 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 
your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid.” (John 14:27, ESV)” 
 

A Few Events delayed or postponed! 
Normally we have professional school pictures both individual and class photos. Our pho-
tographer is unable (because of COVID) to pull it off this fall but we are aiming to conduct 
that in the spring. 
We usually hold Sneak Peak Night early in October where families come to the classroom 
to see what their child does on a daily basis. We are creatively brainstorming an alternate 
way to share that information with you. Watch for details! 

News: 

We still have openings in some classes! 

Did you know that if you refer a family to us 

once the school year has started and they 

sign up for the current year you receive a 

$40 tuition voucher??  Ask the office for 

more information or if you have any  

questions! 

Discovery Club 
Discovery Club (before and after School 
care) 
Is offered as early as 7:30 Am and runs till 
5:00 PM on school days. You can pick and 
choose your dates and time for care of 
your preschooler. For more information, 
please contact the school office 763-421-
9048 

SCHOOL OFFICE PHONE # 
763-421-9048 

Please enter this into your cell 
phone contacts 

Upcoming Dates: 
 
 Oct 5 NO SCHOOL Staff Devel-

opment 
 

Welcome! 
First of all THANK YOU for signing your child 
up for Preschool at Mount Olive. Our staff is so 
excited to be able to  teach and spend time with 
your children. 
Bear with us this fall as we will continually be 
tweaking our procedures to make things run 
more smoothly while keeping your kids and 
families safe. 
Teachers will be communicating with you in a 
variety of ways: 
 Emails 
 Closed Facebook Pages 
 Phone calls etc. 
Please make sure you are linked to the above 
and that we have your current information. 
 


