
 
 
General Information about our 

Books are Fun curriculum 
Our curriculum for Books are Fun is based on a 
different theme each week.  Books will be cho-
sen to correspond with this theme and will serve 
as a springboard for the week’s activities, in-
cluding art, music, small group activities, and 
journals. Our goal for this class 
is to get children excited about 
books & reading!.  In achieving 
this goal, we will have a lot of 
fun! 
 
September’s Books will include: 
 
September 11  Curious George and Curious 
George goes to School by H.A. Rey  Our be-
loved and familiar character, George, gets into a 
bit of trouble at school, but he is oh so funny! 
 
September 15 & 18  
The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn.    A little 
raccoon anticipates missing his Mother when he 
goes off to school, so she makes a “kissing 
hand” to comfort her child.  A heartwarming 
story with beautiful illustrations! 
 
Spoon by Amy Krouse Rosenberg. Spoon has 
always been a happy little utensil, but lately he 
feels like Fork, Knife, and Chopsticks have it 
better than he does.  But do they?  This book 
serves as a gentle reminder to celebrate what 
makes us each special!  
 
September 22 & 25  Apple Pie Tree by Zoe 
Hall  A family watches apples grow in their 
back yard, pick them, and bake an apple pie 
together.  Then they plant some seeds for more 
apple trees!  A cute story with charming illustra-
tions. 
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September 29 & Oct 2  Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert.  
All the pictures in the book have been created with 
real leaves and done with photography.  As leaves 
are blown in the wind they create all sorts of ani-
mals and real leaves and done with photography.  
As leaves are blown in the wind they create all 
sorts of animals and pictures.  Leaf man is the 
thread that runs throughout the book.  Where will 
he land next? 
 

Jesus Time 
We will have Jesus Time each day we meet using 
the best book of all time:  The Bible! Our stories 
for September will include: 
 
September 11:  Jesus and the children Mark 10:13
-16  Jesus takes time to hug and play with the chil-
dren! 
September 14 & 18:   The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 
chapter 6  Jesus teaches his disciples and others 
how to pray! 
September 22 & 25: King Hezekiah’s Prayer  II 
Kings 18-20  Hezekiah pleads with God to protect 
his people from the King of Assyria. 
September 29 & October 2:   Jonah and the 
whale (The entire book of Jonah)  God tells Jonah 
to go to Ninevah and Jonah disobeys and goes the 
other way.  A large fish swallows him.  Later the 
fish spits Johan out and he is safe and obeys God, 
finally going to Ninevah. 
 
 

 

 

Getting to Know Your Teacher… 

 
Dear Families, 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be 
your child’s teacher.  I have wanted to be a 
teacher since I was a child, and now I am living 
out my dream! I come from a long line of teach-
ers in my family including my Grandmother, 
Mother, and Aunts! I am originally from the 
Chicago area, but have been in MN since col-
lege.  I do however remain a Cubs and Bears 
fan. I attended Concordia University, St. Paul, 
where I received my Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1988 and my Masters Degree in Early Childhood 
Education in 1995.  I have taught preschool for 
30 years, and this is my 15th year at Mt. Olive.   
My husband Scott and I have been married for 
32 years, and we live in Andover.  Our oldest is 
married and is a teacher for St Paul public 
schools.  Our younger daughter is teaching 5th 
grade at a Lutheran school on the island of 
Maui!  Our oldest son has a math degree and 
works at Kurt Manufacturing.   Our “baby” is a 
freshman at Augustana University in Sioux Falls 
SD, majoring in biology and wrestling there.  
We keep busy with our family, cabin on Lake 
Vermilion, church activities, and our Golden 
Retriever “Wrigley”.   I absolutely love teaching 
preschool!  It is my passion and calling.  I con-
sider it a privilege to be working with you and 
your children!  Although your children will call 
me “Mrs. Reynolds”, please feel free to call me 
“Judy”! 

 



 

Monthly Reading  
Calendars 

Every month we will be sending 
home a reading calendar for you 
to use at home.  Simply color in a 
shape for each book read and re-
turn to school when completed.  
When your child brings the calen-
dar back they will have the oppor-
tunity to choose a prize!  If you 
are missing a reading calendar, 
they are available on my teacher’s 
page on our Mount Olive school 
web site, or I’d be happy to send 
another one home with your child 
if you ever need it! 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 

 
Show and Tell 

Your child will receive a note in 
their folder when it is their turn 
for show and tell.  Please help 
them choose a BOOK for us to 
read at school. It will take a while 
for everyone to get a turn, so 
please reassure your child.  
Thanks for your patience! 
 
 

 
Home Folders 

Please place your child’s home folder in 
the basket when you arrive at school eve-
ry day.  Your child’s work and letters to 
parents will be put in the folder at the end 
of the day.  This will help us communi-
cate with you at home and hopefully pre-
vent important items from getting lost!   
 

Getting Ready for Preschool 
Please dress your child in comfortable 
play clothes that you will not mind get-
ting dirty.  including tennis shoes or oth-
er snugly fitting sandals.    
No thongs or flip-flops 
please!   
  
 
Milk, ice water, and a daily snack will be 
provided at school. If your child prefers, 
you may pack their own beverage.  Also 
please label all of your child’s belong-
ings, including their backpack and lunch 
box.  
 
We appreciate you packing a snack items 

for morning snack and placing 
it in a front pocket in your 
child’s backpack for easy ac-
cess.  Thanks much! 
 

 

Monthly Snack Prayer 
Every month we will be learning a new 
snack prayer.  Most of them are to a tune, 
which makes it fun!  In September we are 
learning: 

We’re Thankful for Food 
Tune:  Good Morning to You 

We’re thankful for Food, 
We’re thankful for food, 
We’re thankful for this 
food, 
We’re thankful for food. 

The Best Way? 
Parents,  which of the following do you 
think is the best way to prepare your 
child for reading and school work in the 
years ahead? 
 
a.  preschool reading workbooks and 
flash cards 
b.  expensive reading programs 
c.  computer and electronic alphabet 
games/apps 
d.  none of the above 
 
The answer is “d”, “none of the above”.   
To be good readers, children need to 
have strong language development and a 
love for reading.  Computer games, apps, 
or flashcards might reinforce some as-
pects of reading, but do not give your 
child the whole picture.  Reading to your 
child on a daily basis is the best way to 
develop your child’s understanding and 
usage of language as well as to build a 
love for reading and learning. 



September 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

 

3 4 5  

6 

Theme:  Curious 

George 

Books:  Curious 

George & Curious 

George Goes to 

School– Rey 

7 8 

 

9 

Letter of the week: 

Will begin next week! 

 

 

First Days of School 

10 11 

Make a “George in 

the Jungle” project! 

12 

13 

Theme:  Family 

Book of the Week:  

The Kissing Hand-

Penn 

14 15 

Today we will make 

a project using your 

family picture! 

16 

Letter of the week:  L 

17 18  Book orders due 

today!  

We will examine and 

compare various types 

of spoons and arrange 

them from large to 

small! 

19 

20 

Theme:  Apples 

Book of the Week:  

Apple Pie Tree– Hall 

21 22 

“Worm through the 

apple” game for ex-

ercise time! 

23 

Letter of the week:  F 

24 25   

Apple printing at art 

table 

26 

27 

Theme:  Leaves 

Book of the Week:  

Leaf Man-Ehlert 

28 29 

Make a “leaf man” 

with using real 

leaves and take pho-

to of the project 

home! 

30 

Letter of the week:   E 

 



Thank you for taking the time to read the newsletter! Please call if you have 
any questions!  421-7156 ext. 121 ext.  Or e mail judyr@mtolive-
anoka.org 

Sept. 29 & October 2 Theme:  Leaves  Book of the Week:  Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert 

This week we will make leaf prints at the art table and paint a leaf shape at the easel.  We will  dance 
with scarves as leaves and design our own “leaf man” in our journals today!  A highlight will be cre-
ating a “leaf man” with a partner!  

Sept. 14 & 18  Theme:  Family Book of the Week:  The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn 

We will dig for wooden hearts and animals from the story in the sensory table, play with red play 
dough using heart cookie cutters and paint red hearts at the easel.  We will also make a special pro-
ject that will look like the cover of our book and sing “love” songs.     
  

Sept. 11 Theme:  Curious George   

Book of the Week:  Curious George and Curious George Goes to School by H.A. Rey.   
We will make a “George in the Jungle” project, paint George’s jungle with tempera paint and experi-
ment with oil pastels at the easel.  Each child will be asked something they are curious about, just 
like George!   We will learn the fingerplay “Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed” and sing 
“Who’s the King of the Jungle?” song. 

Sept. 2020 
 
 
Theme of the 
Week and Ac-
tivity High-
lights 

 
Mrs. 
Reynolds’   
Books  
Are Fun 
 
 

Sept. 22 & 25 Theme:  Trees   
Book of the Week:  Apple Pie Tree by Zoe Hall 
We will also print with real apples dipped in tempera paint, play apple matching and counting games, 
and for exercise we will play the game “worm through the apple”. Our dramatic play area has been 
transformed into an apple orchard!   Make sure to ask your child about this!   
 



We know the first day of school and school year 
will look very different than years past. All the 
change and uncertainty in our world has many of 
us feeling uneasy. Reaching a milestone for our 
young children such as their first day of preschool 
comes with unique mix of conflicting emotions 
like joy and anxiety any year, and this year anx-
iousness may be even more present. You may be 
seeking peace and comfort more than expected on 
the first day of school this year, and we want to 
walk with you in this time of uncertainty. If you 
have any extra time and would like to engage in 
supportive conversations, stop by the coffee shop 
area after student drop-off. We will seek peace, 
joy and comfort together as a community of adult 
peers who care for our children. 
 
Alex Irwin, Director of Christian Education, 
wants to listen and pray with any parents that 
could use a listening ear and sense of community 
following student drop-off on the first day of 
school. Alex will be in the coffee shop area from 
9:00AM-9:30AM on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday. Feel free to stop by for some conversation 
and time of prayer. 
 
Sincerely, Alex Irwin 
_______ 
 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 
your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid.” (John 14:27, ESV)” 
 

A Few Events delayed or postponed! 
Normally we have professional school pictures both individual and class photos. Our pho-
tographer is unable (because of COVID) to pull it off this fall but we are aiming to conduct 
that in the spring. 
We usually hold Sneak Peak Night early in October where families come to the classroom 
to see what their child does on a daily basis. We are creatively brainstorming an alternate 
way to share that information with you. Watch for details! 

News: 

We still have openings in some classes! 

Did you know that if you refer a family to us 

once the school year has started and they 

sign up for the current year you receive a 

$40 tuition voucher??  Ask the office for 

more information or if you have any  

questions! 

Discovery Club 
Discovery Club (before and after School 
care) 
Is offered as early as 7:30 Am and runs till 
5:00 PM on school days. You can pick and 
choose your dates and time for care of 
your preschooler. For more information, 
please contact the school office 763-421-
9048 

SCHOOL OFFICE PHONE # 
763-421-9048 

Please enter this into your cell 
phone contacts 

Upcoming Dates: 
 
 Oct 5 NO SCHOOL Staff Devel-

opment 
 

Welcome! 
First of all THANK YOU for signing your child 
up for Preschool at Mount Olive. Our staff is so 
excited to be able to  teach and spend time with 
your children. 
Bear with us this fall as we will continually be 
tweaking our procedures to make things run 
more smoothly while keeping your kids and 
families safe. 
Teachers will be communicating with you in a 
variety of ways: 
 Emails 
 Closed Facebook Pages 
 Phone calls etc. 
Please make sure you are linked to the above 
and that we have your current information. 
 



READING READINESS is: 
 
1.  Seeing when things go together and why (categorizing) 

Ex:  shape sorting, color sorting, feely box 
 

2.  Seeing when things look alike and when things look different (visual discrimination) 

Ex:  lotto, matching, bingo, shape sort 
 

3.  Hearing sounds that are alike and different (auditory discrimination) 

Ex:  sound boxes, rhythm instruments, records 
 

4.  Learning to look at things from left to right (left to right progression) and top to bottom 

Ex:  arranging things in rows, turning pages, reading books 
 

5.  Being able to hold ideas in mind (memory skills) and sequence 

Ex:  fingerplays, songs, rhythms, memory 
 

6.  Knowing the names of many things and actions (vocabulary skills) and labeling 

 
7.  Being able to pay attention (concentration) 
 
8.  Enjoying printed materials and being aware that print is representational (print awareness) 

 
9.  Being able to interpret and discuss pictures 

 
10.  Using and understanding spoken language which utilizes concepts 

 
11.  Sound, letter, word relationships 

 


