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 New Year’s Resolutions 
"I never make New Year's Resolutions, anymore," the man told me, "I never keep them, 
anyway." I can remember all too many resolutions I've made and let slip away, too. But I 
believe New Year's resolutions are worth making. Let me tell you why.  

 

First, we all need changes. Some changes we need we find very hard to admit to 
ourselves. I've heard people who say, "I have no regrets about my life. If I had it to do over, 
I'd do it the same way again." But that attitude is way too blind and self-serving so far as I'm 
concerned. There is great power in confession--to ourselves, to God, to others. Owning up 
to our failures is the first, painful step on the road to something better.                                                                                                

Second, when we change calendars is a good time for reassessment. How did last year 
go? What do I want to do differently this year? This time of year always reminds me of a 
passage of scripture, better understood by farmers than suburbanites: "Break up your 
unplowed ground, and do not sow among thorns." (Jer 4:3) It makes sense. The more land 
you put into production, the more prosperous you'll be. But some of us are dumb enough to 
try to sow seeds in land overrun by thistles without breaking up the soil and taking care to 
root out the thorns as they come up. Call it laziness. Call it ignorance or even arrogance.  

Let me ask you a serious question. What percentage of your life is producing something of 
value to God? How much "unplowed ground" do you have that ought to be broken up in this 
coming year and made useful? The brink of a new year is a good time for reassessment.  

Third, New Year's is an excellent time for mid-course corrections. Sure, we might fail in 
what we set out to do, but if we fail to plan, the old saying goes, then we plan to fail. If 
you're so fearful of failure that you never set up your row of tin cans to shoot at, you're not 
very likely to hit any at all. Failure is not the end. For the person who determines to learn 
from it, failure is a friend.  

One of my heroes in the Bible is the Apostle Paul. Talk about failure! Throughout his life  
he was opposed, persecuted, shipwrecked, stoned and left for dead, deserted by trusted 
co-workers, slandered, and scorned. Sometimes it seemed that projects to which he had 
devoted years were turning to dust before his eyes. Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “Run the 
race (of life) in such a way to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into 
strict training. They do it to get a crown that does not last; but we do it to get a crown that 
will last forever.” (1 Cor. 9:24-25) No wonder he made a mark on his world. He didn't let the 
fear of failure keep him from eyeing the prize and trying again.  

Fourth, New Year's is a time to learn to rely more heavily on the grace of God. Now I've 
met a few self-made men and women and so have you, but so often these people seem 
proud and driven. There is another way: beginning to trust in God's help. One more secret 
from the Apostle Paul: "I can do everything through Him who gives me strength," he said. 
(Phil 4:13, NIV) And God's strength saw him through a lot - through pain, through joy, and 
through accomplishment.  

If this last year, you didn't practice relying on the Lord as much as you should have, there is 
no time like the present to make a New Year's resolution. In fact, why don't you say a short 
prayer right now--use these words if you like: "Dear God, I want the new year to be different 
for me." Now spell out in prayer some of the changes you'd like to see. And close this way: 
"Lord Jesus, I know that I'm going to need a lot of help for this. So right now I place myself 
in your hands. Help me to receive Your strength. Amen."  

Connecting People to Jesus, 

Pastor Jon 
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 Compassionate Friends 

By Marcy Weight 
Members of Compassionate Friends meet monthly to offer 
Christian love, hope, strength and companionship to: 
 

 Cope with a recent diagnosis of cancer 

 Meet the daily challenges of a chronic disease or 
terminal illness 

 Encourage a neighbor, family member or friend suffering from a diagnosis of 
an acute disease 

  Offer hope to you as a survivor 

The next meeting for Compassionate Friends will meet in Room 1115 on January 14 at 
1:00 PM. This support group is open to everyone who has gone through or is going 
through an illness. Call Marcy at 763.755.6368 for more information. 

Join us for a 10-week Bible Study to discover your personal finance plan as 
you grow in your faith, your generosity and discover new attitudes and 
habits for your financial future. 

 

Sundays - Beginning January 6 at 9:15 AM - Conference Room or 

Thursdays - Beginning January 10 at 6:30 PM - Junior Youth Room 

 

Cost of materials: $25 

Contact Jon Holtz for more information at jonholtz@mtolive-anoka.org 
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 Welcome - L.I.F.E. Groups 
By Pastor Jon Haakana 
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As we begin a New Year as a church family, I would like once again to stress the 

importance of being part of a small group at Mount Olive. There are several 

small group Bible studies each week, and home groups that meet for study, 

encouragement, prayer and fellowship. We call them L.I.F.E.  

Now certainly we don’t require participation in one of these groups, but I would 

encourage you to consider being part of one for edification, spiritual growth, 

and for strengthening the body of Christ at Mount Olive. I have reprinted 

portions of our L.I.F.E. Groups brochure to remind us as we ask the question, 

“Why small groups?”  

L.I.F.E Groups (Living in Faith Everyday) are a way of bringing people together 

as they seek to look closely, through the eyes of their hearts, at the guidance 

and transforming work of God in their lives.  

L.I.F.E. Groups are foremost a listening group, spiritually directed with the 

opportunity to describe the milestones, detours, and questions of our own 

spiritual journeys.  

As Mount Olive grows in membership as a church, people may feel as if they are 

part of a crowd instead of a family. Some members may feel the church is 

“getting too big” and wish we could have that ‘small church’ feeling.  

 L.I.F.E. Groups connect one another to each other and to the body of Mount 

Olive. The body of Mount Olive cannot care for every member of our church, 

but a L.I.F.E group can care for each of its members.  

Through a variety of Bible or topical book studies, each group sets their own 

schedules and plans fellowship and servant events. Prayer and care for each 

member becomes second-nature because lasting relationships have been formed. 

Join a group today! 

There are currently 16 L.I.F.E. Groups/Small Group Bible Studies at Mount 

Olive that meet on various days and evenings of the week. Leaders of L.I.F.E. 

Groups have a passion for people, caring and loving hearts and want to see 

others build in their relationship with Jesus and others. If you have this 

passion, please pray about serving as a L.I.F.E. Small Group leader. 

As we begin this New Year, I hope you will consider 

becoming a part of one of our LIFE Groups, whether you 

have never been part of one or would like to start again. 

For days, times, and leader contact information, please 

look at the “whole” LIFE Group brochure located under 

Welcome on the W’s board in the Welcome Center.  

Thank you! 

Pastor Jon 
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Men’s Ministry - Forget What Lies Behind  

By Matt Bradley 
Early in my professional career, I made a choice that seemed odd for a young 
twenty-something. Instead of opting to celebrate New Year’s Eve with my circle of 
friends, I opted to spend New Year’s Eve at a business conference. Some would 
think that is probably the least thrilling way to ring in the New Year. However, that 
decision is one that I will never forget. 

At the beginning of a new year, it’s a great time to inspire folks for a successful year. 
Several speakers at previous conferences would talk about ways to be successful 
through identifying your mission, the power of networking, and the power of positive 
thinking. Nothing wrong with those things. I’m sure plenty 
of success stories are built around core concepts such 
as those. 

At this particular conference, one speaker took a 
different approach. He began with a focus on regret and 
the seductive power it has. He listed the 4 most common 
regrets expressed at the beginning of a new year: 
Weight gained, Money lost, regrets over weakened 
personal relationships, and lost opportunities. Those 4 
regrets are probably still quite common today. The talk 
went on to list several things that reinforce the poison of 
regret in our lives, and thankfully, it didn’t end there. 

Once he had pulled back the curtain on the negative, 
destructive power of regret, he began to dive into the 
things you need to do to break free from the power of 
personal regret. It is the last item on this list that set this 
apart. After going through a list of practical ways to break 
free from the power of regret, he had arrived at his final 

bullet point: You have to learn to connect with the will of a loving God.  

Here we are in a crowded convention center, filled with business professionals 
seeking to advance their careers, and this guy brings God into the picture. He didn’t 
just stop there, AND he didn’t leave his final bullet point to be interpreted loosely by 
folks to apply their own personal meaning about who they believe God to be. No… 
He went on to encourage all to have a wonderful, abandoned, happy surrender to 
Jesus, and let the will of God be released in your life. Knowing God is leading you is 
the greatest thing, and we need to connect with God’s purpose. By surrendering to 
Him, we can let Him remove the power of regret and bring the healing we need. 

We can all cite things we have done or said, or didn’t do or say, and those personal 
regrets have the power to hold us down and keep us from the goals God has in 
store for us. In Philippians 3:13-14, Paul discusses his approach to straining toward 
the goal, “But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 
to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus”. We wouldn’t blame Paul for regrets from his past, as his 
part in persecuting Christians could’ve been the kind of regret that kept him from 
straining toward the goal. Paul, however, forgets what is behind and focuses on the 
what lies ahead. 

I learned from that keynote speaker that “failures in your past are the same thing as 
skinned knees. They are both painful, but both are superficial. Learn what you need 
to from your failures and then drop them.” We have the beauty of a new year lying 
ahead of us. Connect with the will of God, let Him take away the regrets of the past, 
and make the future your friend.  
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 The Word  
By Pastor Randy Stroming 
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As we face the end of another year and the beginning of another I want to wish all 
of you a Merry CHRISTMAS and BLESSED New Year. We have so much to be 
merry about in Christ. We are so blessed in Jesus.  

Over the past 16 months a number of things have changed for me and my life. My 
role at Mount Olive has changed to half time. I continue to work in the area of 
pastoral care and I visit the home bound and sick and continue to make hospital 
calls. A great joy is working with the Stephen Ministry team as we care for people 
who are hurting, broken or lonely. If you know of someone who could use a Stephen 
Minister, please let me know.  

I also have a team of people to assist me in Adult Bible study on Sunday morning. 
The team works to provide an opportunity to study God’s Word and to apply it to our 
lives to live for Jesus. We pray that you will join us. 

I also work alongside Pastor Haakana to preach on a regular basis at his direction 
and assist in addressing needs of the congregation. I also am available to those 
who are seeking Biblical counsel and prayer on spiritual matters.  

When I went part-time in September 2017, I received a telephone call from the 
Minnesota North District president Rev. Don Fondow. He asked me if I was able to 
help out at Faith Lutheran in Zimmerman, MN. They are vacant and need pastoral 
coverage. Currently we are working under a special arrangement that I and Pastor 
Jake Gillard are providing part time, to provide pastoral leaderships at Faith 
Lutheran for an intentional interim. Pastor Fondow is very grateful that the Lord has 
opened this door at this time for Pastor Jake and myself. When I am not at Mount 
Olive, I am serving at Faith Lutheran. 

God has provided me with an opportunity to use my gifts at both Mount Olive and 
Faith Lutheran Zimmerman. I look forward to continue to serve at Mount Olive as 
well as Faith Lutheran in 2019 and see what God has in store as I seek to do His 
will.  

To God be the Honor and Glory.  

Pastor Randy Stroming 

 

WINTER WORSHIP SERIES 

Giving With a Purpose (A Three Week Series: January 6-20) 

 January 5/6 Passion for People  Acts 5:20 

 January 12/13 The Gift of Time  Ephesians 5:15-16 

 January 19/20 Letting Go and Loving It Malachi 3:7-10 

Made for a Mission (A Six Week Series: January 27 - March 3) 
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Life Bible Study Opportunities 
 

SUNDAY OFFERINGS: 

How to Get Through What You’re Going Through: Beginning January 6 at 9:15 AM. Contact 
Michael and Judy Fedo for more information at michaelfedo12@gmail.com. 

In 7 Sessions, we’ll use Scripture to address the following: 

 When Your World Collapses 

 Getting Through Life’s Losses 

 When Life Makes No Sense 

 The Path to Peace 

 Transformed by Trouble 

 Finding Treasure in Darkness 

 Never Waste Your Pain 
 

Highlighted Verses Bible Study: This Bible study focuses on specific verses (from Genesis 
to Revelation) that people have highlighted (as having special significance) in their Bibles. The 
study meets in the second floor Meeting Room at 9:00 AM during the Sunday morning 
education period. Participation is required. The goal is to develop confidence in sharing one’s 
faith with others. Participation has resulted in great discussions and sharing.  

Small groups, such as LIFE groups, may want to add this type of study to their group’s 
activities. Sharing the highlighted verses provides others to describe the impact God’s word 
have on their lives. It can generate all kinds of emotions and feelings. The results are amazing. 
I would encourage each small group to try this type of study and sharing.  

Also, as individuals you can go through your Bible and copy your highlighted verses in one 
document. It is very interesting to see in a few pages all that you have considered significant to 
highlight. You will be amazed at the consistency in the Bible and in what you have highlighted. 
It is also provides an opportunity to reconnect with God and yourself. If there are any 
questions, contact Jim Rootes at farmalldork@gmail.com. 

MoneyLife Bible Study: Offered on a choice of two different days beginning: Sunday,  
(January 6 at 9:15 AM) or Thursday, (January 11 at 6:30 PM) in the Conference Room. This is 
a personal finance study to learn timeless Biblical principles through Crown Ministries. Contact 
Jon Holtz for more information at johnholtz@mtolive-anoka.org.  

 

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study meets on Tuesdays at 10:30 AM in the 
Room 1115/Bookstore. January begins anew with our Bible study 
beginning again January 8. We are doing a study on the Old Testament 
prophetic book of Isaiah, "The Gospel of the Old Testament." We'd love for 
you to join us for prayer, fellowship and the study of God's Word. Contact 
Karen Albu at 763.432.7652 or karenalbu@comcast.net or Chris 
Schomburg at Chrisschomburg@gmail.com with any questions.  

Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study meets at 6:00 AM in the Coffee 
Shop. Contact Jeff Paschke at 763.427.5539. 

Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets from 6:00 - 7:00 AM 
in the Room 1115 by the Coffee Shop. Stop by on Wednesday morning or contact Paulette 
Lenz for more information at mp.lenz@gmail.com.  

In the Word Bible Study: This Bible Study meets on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM until 
8:00 PM. This Bible study continues in the Book of Isaiah. The method we are using for this 
study is to listen to a dramatization reading of Isaiah and then follow-up discussion. We 
completed the study through Chapter 24. Contact Jim Rootes at farmalldork@gmail.com. 

Word Ministry Focus - Life + 
By Pastor Randy Stroming 
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"Sometimes we look at our 
lives or our world and 

wonder what good could 
possibly come out of it. 

That's exactly what we find 
in the book of Isaiah. Here 
you'll see how the prophet 

raises a cry for revival in the 
midst of a rotting society. 
And you'll find comfort for 
your own troubled times."  

†          †          †          †          †          †          † 

No one can predict misfortune.  
Like fish caught in a net or birds in a trap, 

people are caught by sudden tragedy. 
(Ecclesiastes 9:12) 
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 Work Ministry Focus - Stewardship 
By Jon Holtz  
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NEW YEAR / NEW BEGINNINGS! 

 
Congratulations Mount Olive YOU DID IT AGAIN!!! 

 
It’s not very common that a financial person can PRAISE THE LORD as often as I 
have in the past couple weeks!! I can certainly say that it is truly a miracle of what God 
has done in YOU AND through YOU!   
 
Last month I had the pleasure of letting you know that although we did not reach our 
goal of $225,000, we DID reach the goal of paying our principle and interest payments 
for the 2017-2018 Capital Campaign!  

This month I have the pleasure of letting you know that we have completed the debt 
payments back to the dedicated funds! Just 18 months ago we were approximately 
$275,000 in debt. After making major financial changes to staff hours and hours of 
working on the books, your incredible generosity, and the staffs incredible work on 
continuing ministry with very small budgets, the debt is paid!  
 
If you have never tithed or pledged would you please pray about joining the efforts this 
year? Just think of the miracles yet to be accomplished. Take on a spiritual New Year’s 
resolution goal and begin tithing. If you have been tithing but not pledged to the Capital 
Campaign, think about picking up a pledge card at the information desk in the 
Welcome Center to help pay off the mortgage debt. 
 
Together let’s watch God throw open the flood gates of blessings on YOU and  
MOUNT OLIVE! 
 
Blessings! 
Jon Holtz 
 
PS. If you are planning on “flying south” for the winter, or if you ever forget your check 
book, or envelopes, no worries, GIVE+ is here to help.  

Give + 5 Tools for Giving (located in the pew) 
1. Give+ Mobile App 

2. Give+ Text by texting 763.324.9754 

3. Give+ Online through our webpage: www.mtolive-anoka.org/onlinegiving.html  

4. Give+ at the Welcome Desk 

5. Give+ Simply Giving (as it has been available all this time) 

2017-2018 Goal $225,000 

2017-2018 Final Totals Dec 2017—Nov 2018 $213,053 

Goal that remained  $11,947 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mtolive-anoka.org%2Fonlinegiving.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca09828da36004d0b0c9b08d5591b91b1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636512898241028151&sdata=d%2FJGcDe6gW2YHOVPo10Vwa27DdTwg
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Witness - Manna Market Success! 

By Kristin Bradley  

Pastor Togara’s Book is Published! 
 
While Togara was on sabbatical in Minnesota last year, he wrote 
the book “Inspired by Lutherans.” Pastor Jon wrote introductions 
to many of the chapters. With help from multiple donors, the book 
was published and we have received the first copies. Taken from 
Togara’s perspective, he chronicles how our mission team        
became involved with Odzi, DOCAS and the mission hospital.  
 
Email mtolive@mtolive-anoka.org if you wish to purchase a copy. 
Each book sells for $20 and all proceeds go to support the       
mission hospital.  

Thank you so much to all our volunteers for another successful year serving 
our community with Manna Market. We have made many improvements to  
our processes and the food distribution is running very smoothly.  

 

We could not do this outreach ministry without all of you - so thank you for 
being the hands and feet of Jesus to our guests! Stay tuned to next month  
for the end of year statistics from Second Harvest. 
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 Witness Ministry Focus - WOMO  

By Jan Block  
LWML ONLINE: National website is 

www.lwml.org. Many of you use your email, 
text and other tech items on a daily basis. 
Check on the www.mnslwml.org and see all 
the many things that come up. There are 
items for ministries, events and resources. 

This is for the MN South District. Also, check our LWML table on 
the way to Cana Hall. It has several items for your use. There are Quarterlies, Mite 
Boxes and calendars that can be used to help fill your mite boxes. Encourage children 
to use them also. 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Blessings to all as we begin another new year. There are a few new things you need to 
be aware of.  

At the present time the religious cards are being housed in Room 1115 off the Coffee 
Shop. Don’t forget these are available. 

We have been informed by the bank that they will not accept checks made out to 
“LWML”—please make any checks for cards or Mite box donations to “Women of 
Mount Olive”—indicate on the memo line where it is to be directed.  

We need you to pick up a Mite box and prayer calendars as Mites are running behind 
this year.  

Women of Mount Olive will not have a meeting until February 4. We will review our 
mission assignments then. 
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                      500 Card Club Fellowship 
 

We gather once a month for cards and fellowship. Not sure of how to 
play 500? We can teach you! Contact Harold Matson if you are interested 
or have questions: 612.532.8406 (cell) or 763.767.7290 (office).  
 

Join us Saturday, January 26 at 6:45 PM  
in the Coffee shop.  

Come for Pizza and Cards! 

http://www.lwml.org/
http://www.mnslwml.org
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Youth & Family              By Carol Kietzman 
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For more information 

please contact: 

 

Carol Kietzman 

Youth and Family:  

Sunday School  

Confirmation 

763-421-7156 x107 

carol@mtolive-anoka.org 

Sunday School and Bible Study   
Nursery through Grade 12 
Sunday School resumes January 6 
Our second volume of The Gospel Project begins in mid-January. 

This next set of Bible Lessons is so exciting!   

 

We will be answering some very important questions.  

Is there anything God cannot do?   

What is God like? and What is worship?  

 

The Gospel Project always brings us to a Christ Connection to remind us that “the Bible is 
not a collection of stories, it is one story, the story of God’s plan of redemption through 
Jesus Christ.” 

One Starry Night  A Savior is Born 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the 

Sunday School Family Christmas Event. 

It was a wonderful adventure through the town 

of Bethlehem on that first Christmas night. 

The miniature highland cow, goats, and the 

chickens were a big hit.  

Everyone had a chance to sign the census and 

to talk to the innkeepers and 

feel the warmth of the 

shepherd’s fire.  

 

But most importantly they all had a chance to hear the story of our  

Savior’s birth and to know that Jesus loves them all! 

Senior Youth  
Wilderness Retreat 2018   

A weekend full of laughs, friends, snow,  

food, fun, and Jesus!  

Thank you @wilderness_fellowship!!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We participated in “Cold 4 Youth,” where we 

were out in the cold for an hour to bring our 

community together to raise awareness to 

what homeless youth experience. 

Upcoming Events 

January 2   Confirmation and Senior Youth resume at 6:30 pm 

January 6  Sunday School and Bible Studies resume at 9:15 am 

January 23 Elder Game Night with the Junior Youth 



Upcoming Events 

January 1: New Years’ Day - Church Office Closed 

January 6: Vision Assembly 

January 6 or 10: Money Life Personal Finance: A 10-Week Bible Study 

January 15: Preschool Open House 4:00-7:00 PM 

January 17: Healing Prayer Service 

January 18: Manna Market 

January 21-25: Meals on Wheels 

January 26: 500 Card Club Fellowship 

 

 


