
“I bring you good news of great joy which 
shall be to all people…”  Luke 2:10 

What is the GOOD NEWS of Christmas?  
We will be learning this at preschool!  
The good news is that Jesus was born as 
a baby to live a perfect life for us, to die 
on the cross, rise from the dead, and take 
away our sins so that we will have eternal 
life with Him in heaven!  The CHRIST in 
Christmas is the good news!  It is our 
prayer that your family’s celebration will 
be joyful as you rejoice in this good 
news! 

Christmas will be coming before we 
know it!  What an exciting time for 
children!  We will be working on 
Christmas gifts for our families, playing 
in our gift wrapping and nativity 
dramatic play areas, observing pine 
cones as well as different types of pine 
branches and bells at the science table. 
The children will pick up Christmas-
colored pom-poms with tweezers, make 
candy canes with peppermint play dough, 
and angels with glittery white play 
dough. 
Although there are so many fun and 
exciting things to do at this time of year 
we will make a conscious effort at school 
to keep a relaxed pace and not “pack in” 
additional projects and activities to our 
schedule.  
All our Christmas festivities will focus 
on the joy that we have in the birth of 
Christ our Savior. 
 

Happy Birthday Jesus Party 

Our Happy Birthday Jesus Party will 
be on Thursday, December 19.  The 
children will be eating baby Jesus hot 
dogs (pigs in a blanket) and we will sing 
Happy Birthday to Jesus!  Our festivities 
will include a book exchange.  Please 
send a new wrapped book ($1-$4) to 
preschool with your child labeled: 
 
           To: (boy or girl) 
        From: (your name) 
 
for a book exchange.  Also on this day 
we will be singing Christmas songs for 
parents and have chapel at 9:30 am in 
the church sanctuary!  

Jesus Time 
Dec. 5 The angel Gabriel visits Mary and 
tells her she will be the mother of Jesus.  
(Luke 1:26-35) 
Dec. 9& 12 Jesus is born!  The entire 
Christmas story told with nativity scene 
figures (Luke 2:1-20) 
Dec. 16 & 19The angels appear in the 
sky and tell the shepherds that Jesus is 
born (Luke 2:8-20) 

 
Monthly Bible Verse 

We will be “reading” this verse each day 
and will hopefully commit it to memory!  
 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace goodwill to men.”  Like 1:14 

Concepts for the Month 
Color:  Red 
Shape:  Triangle 
Letter:  O 
Review Letters U,C, and O 
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December Snack Prayer 
 

Tune:  Frere’ Jacques 
God, we thank you, God we thank you 
For this food, for this food. 
We are very thankful, we are very thank 
 ful. 
God is good, God is good. 
 

Cutting Song 

Use this song while you are practicing 

cutting at home! 

Tune:  London Bridge 

Keep your thumb up when you cut, 

when you cut, when you cut. 

Keep your thumb up when you cut, And 

squeeze the blades together! 

 

Has Your Child been 
Screened? 

 
Children attending public school districts 
are required to have a screening complet-
ed before attending Kindergarten.  Please 
call (763) 433-4833 to schedule an ap-
pointment if your child will attend an 
Anoka Hennepin School District school.  
If you are attending another district this 
information is available in the office. 

 
 

 

 

Thank You To… 

Classroom parent volunteers for the 

month of November: Jennifer Helstrom & 

Susan Martinson. 

 

Has Your Child been 
Screened? 

 
Children attending public school districts 
are required to have a screening complet-
ed before attending Kindergarten.  Please 
call (763) 433-4833 to schedule an ap-
pointment if your child will attend an 
Anoka Hennepin School District school.  
If you are attending another district this 
information is available in the office. 

 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Closer Look at our 

Program: 
Building with Blocks 

When young children are playing with 
blocks, they are learning many things, 
especially math concepts.  This includes 
an understanding of concepts such as big, 
little, more than, less than, equal to, 
shapes, and sizes.  As children decide 
what shape and/or size of block to fill a 
hole in the structure, they are learning 
estimation, a math skill.  In addition, 
blocks give children an opportunity to be 
creative, to share ideas and work together 
in a group, and to improve their small and 
large muscle coordination.  An under-
standing of special relations such as over, 
up, inside, and outside can be learned 
through block play.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preschoolers Sing 
Christmas Carols 

Our students will sing for parents on 
Thursday, December 19 th at  9:30 am 
This will be a very short  5 minute 
presentation followed by chapel  Please 
arrive PROMPTLY so you do not miss 
out!  
 

December Volunteers 

Thurs., Dec. 12 (9:15-10:30)  Angel 

Cookies:  Grandma  Maryanna 

Mon, Dec. 16 (10:20-11:30) Christmas 

tree math game   Volunteer Needed 

Thurs., Dec. 19 9:15-11:45  Happy Birth-

day Jesus Party:  Janelle Craft, Kelli 

Jongekrug, Susan Martinson, Naomi 

Hachaba.   

We look forward to having you in our 

classroom! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Theme:   

Book of the Week:  

Hurry!  Hurry! Have 

You Heard?- Melmed 

2 
 
 
 

NO SCHOOL 
Staff Development 

3 
 
 
 

NO SCHOOL 
Staff Development 

4 

 

Handwriting Without 

Tears:  O 

 

 

5 

Work on Christmas 

gifts for families! 

 

 

Christmas Boutique 

6 

 

 

BOOK ORDERS 

DUE 

 

7 

8 

Theme:   

Book of the Week: 

Room for a Little One- 

Wadell 

9 

Make a glittery star of 

Bethlehem at the art 

table! 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

Handwriting Without 

Tears:  Review letters 

U,C, & O. 

 

 

12 

Decorate an angel 

cookie!  Play in our 

nativity dramatic play 

area! 

 

13 14 

15 

Theme:   

Book of the Week: 

Mortimer’s Christmas 

Manger– Wilson 

16 

Decorate the Christ-

mas tree math game 

17 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

Handwriting Without 

Tears:  Will resume in 

January:) 

 

 

19 

Happy Birthday Jesus 

Party!  Make a “Baby 

Jesus” hot dog! 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 School Resumes on January 6, 2020! 

December 2019 

NO SCHOOL Christmas Break  

NO SCHOOL  
CHRISTMAS BREAK 



Just Playing 
By Anita Wadley 

 

Anita Wadley has been the owner / director of Gateways to Learning Preschool in Edmund, Oklahoma since 1974.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and a Master’s degree in gifted education.   
This poem was written during her first year of teaching in response to questions from parents. 

When I’m building in the block room, please don’t say I’m 
“Just Playing.” 
For, you see, I’m learning as I play, about balance and 
shapes. 
Who knows, I may be an architect someday. 
 

When I’m getting all dressed up, setting the table, caring for babies,  
Don’t get the idea I’m “Just Playing.”  For, you see, I’m 
learning as I play; 
I may be a mother or father someday. 
 
When you see me up to my elbows in paint, or standing at 
an easel, or molding and shaping clay,  please don’t let me 
hear you say, “He is Just Playing.” 

For, you see, I’m learning as I play.  I’m expressing myself 
and being creative. 
I may be an artist or an inventor someday. 
 
When you see me “reading” in a chair to an imaginary 
audience, 
Please don’t laugh and think I’m “Just Playing.”  For you 

see, I’m learning as I play. 
I may be a teacher someday. 
 
When you see me combing the bushes for bugs, or packing 
my pockets with choice things I find, don’t pass it off as 
“Just Play.”  For, you see, I’m learning as I play.   
I may be a scientist someday. 
 

When you see me engrossed in a puzzle or some 
“plaything” at my school, 
Please don’t feel my time is wasted in “Play.”  For, you 
see, I’m learning as I play. 
I’m learning to solve problems and concentrate.  I may be 

in business someday. 
 
When you see me cooking or tasting foods, 
Please don’t think that because I enjoy it, it is “Just Play.”  
I’m learning to follow directions and see differences.  I may 
be a cook someday.  
 

When you see me learning to skip, hop, run, and move my 
body, please don’t say I’m “Just Playing.” 
For, you see, I’m learning as I play.  I’m learning how my 
body works. 
I may be a doctor, nurse, or athlete someday. 
 
 

 
When you ask me what I’ve done at school today 

 And I say, “I Just Played,” 
Please don’t misunderstand me. 

For you see, I’m learning as I play. 
I’m learning to enjoy and be successful in my work. 

I’m preparing for tomorrow. 
Today, I am a child and my work is play. 



Christmas Boutique 
On Dec 4-6 we will have a chil-
dren’s Christmas Boutique. It’s a 
chance for them to shop for gifts 
for their family members and 
wrap them up. Each gift is $2. 
Watch for a note to come home 
soon. 
We Need: 
 Parent Volunteers to sort gifts 

Nov 25, 26 and Dec 3 
 Parent Volunteers to help 

their class shop and wrap 
 Donations especially Dad gifts 
 
Please contact your teacher or 
the school office if you can help. 

 Weather Related School Closings 

Any school closings due to inclement weather will be announced via Tadpoles and, 

email. We are considered a school in Anoka Henn. Dist. 11. Mount Olive will close if 

Anoka Hennepin closes because of snow. We will NOT close if Anoka Henn. Dist 11 

closes due to subzero temperatures unless temperatures fall down into the frostbite 

10 minute category. Parents should use their own discretion.  In the case of bad 

weather, please check your email and listen to your radio. 

Notes about Tuition: 
 
 Dec. 1st  5th tuition payment due 
 
 If you are dropping a payment off in the  
 Office,  please place it in the white tuition  
 basket.  Please do not leave checks or 
 money  on  Cari’s desk.  Her desk is a very 
 scary  place and it could get lost. : ) 

Upcoming Dates: 
 
 January  7   1st day Parent & 2’s 

 January  8   1st day Young 3’s 

 January  14   Open House 

 January 20  No School (MLK) 

 January  21  Registration Opens for 

      current families 

 January 28  Registration Opens to  

     the public 

 
 

IS MY CHILD WELL ENOUGH TO 
GO TO SCHOOL? 

Many students and parents are  
frequently concerned about when students 
should stay home or attend school. The fol-
lowing information is intended to help with 
this decision: 
 
 If student has had a fever of 100 de-

grees or more, the student should stay 
home for  24 hours after the tempera-
ture  

 returns to normal without the aid of 
fever reducing medicine.   

 If student has vomited or had diarrhea, 
the student should stay home for 24 
hours after the last episode. 

 If student has any rash, check with fam-
ily physician before sending the student 
to school.  A child with an undiagnosed 
rash will not be allowed to stay in school. 

 When students are ill at school, an at-
tempt is made to first  

 contact the parent and then the names 
listed on the student emergency card.  
Please make sure the names listed are 
local. 


