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What do you want for Christmas this 
year?  What about your spouse or your 
children or grandchildren? Sometimes 
we create and receive lists that help give 
us and others an idea of what we may 
want for Christmas, or they help us in 
buying gifts for others close to us. 

Here’s a question for you for Christmas 
2022: Have you ever wondered what 
God wants for Christmas? What does 
God really want for us and from us? 
Wouldn’t it be great if He would give us 
a list so that we really know what He 
desires from us? 

The Bible is full of suggestions for what 
we can bring to God as a gift of 
thanksgiving and love for all He has done 
for us in Christ. God has listed those 
things that He desires for us and from 
us, and for all people. Check out this list: 

1 Timothy 2:4: “This is good, and pleases 
God our Savior, who wants all men to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the 
truth.” 

Matthew 5:16: ”In the same way, let 
your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven.” 

Luke 9:60: “Jesus said to him, ‘Let the 
dead bury their own dead, but you go 
and proclaim the kingdom of God.’” 

Matthew 28:19-20: ”Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the 
age.” 

Acts 1:8: ”But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” 

God is so in love with humanity, in spite 
of our sinfulness, that He sent His Son to 
be our Savior: But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ 
the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) And what was 
the response of the shepherds after 
hearing and seeing all that God had 
done? “When they had seen him, they 
spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child,  and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them.” (Luke 2:17-18) 

What God really wants for Christmas is 
for many to hear His message of love 
and grace in Jesus during this holy 
season and all year long. He wants 
faithful and bold disciples who are 
willing to go and tell, to whoever will 
listen, about all they have seen and 
heard. Or as folk hymn puts it, “Go tell it 
on the mountain, over the hills and 
everywhere, that Jesus Christ is born.” 

You have an opportunity during this 
Advent and Christmas season to do 
something for your Savior by inviting 
someone to worship. Identify that 
person or persons, perhaps someone in 
your home or extended family, in your 
workplace, classroom, or neighborhood, 
and then give them a personal invitation 
to join you in worship. Some have 

already done that! Please pray 
with me to ask God to identify 
those people and give us the 
opportunity to share the 
Savior with them. 

God bless your Christmas 
celebration, 

 Pastor Jon 
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Sermon Series 
 

ADVENT SERIES: 
December 3/4 
Angels: Proclamation 
James 3:13-18; Luke 2:8-14 

December 10/11 
Shepherds: Hope and Joy 
Habakkuk 3:1-2, 17-19; 
Luke 2:8-12, 16-18 

December 17/18 
Magi: Adoration and Worship 
Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

December 24 
The Cast of Christmas 
Isaiah 7:10-14; Titus 2:11-14; 
Luke 2:1-20 

December 25 
Be Not Afraid 
Isaiah 52:7-10; John 14:1-14 

Holiday Services Schedule: 
Christmas Eve: 3:00 & 5:00 PM 
Christmas Day: 9:00 AM 
New Years Day: 9:00 AM 
    (No Saturday service) 
 

Mount Olive Church is closed 
Monday, December 26 and 

Monday, January 3 
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

• WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES • 

Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our Women's Bible study is supporting each other in our quest for a closer 
relationship with our Lord and Savior. At this time we are doing an Advent study with J.D. Greear from RightNow Media. 
We meet online on Zoom or simply on a group phone call from 6:00 - 7:00 AM. We would love to have you join us, contact 
Paulette Lenz at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

 

Exploration & Discovery Bible Study -  Wednesday Edition: This group has completed the study of prayer. The group watched 
and discussed two video DVDs. The first was an animated version of the book Pilgrims Progress. This book, written by John 
Bunyan, is considered by some a second to the Bible. It illustrates the journey from destruction to God’s paradise. The 
second DVD viewed and discussed was based on Lee Strobel’s book The Case for Faith. The video focused on two issues 
with Christianity—1) why is Jesus the only way to heaven and 2) why does God cause/allow suffering in the world. Both 
issues were discussed and answered by subject matter experts. This group now has begun a study of death, heaven, 
resurrection, and new creation based on a study book of the same name. Additional materials will be from Lutheran Hour 
Ministries and a book by Billy Graham. Jim Rootes is the facilitator for this study.  

First Place 4 Health Group & Bible Study: This group will meet on Thursdays from 6:30-8:30 PM. Please contact Janet Orrick 
(763.323.0939) if you are interested. 

Senior Fellowship & Bible Study: We will meet on the 1st and 3rd Fridays from 9:30-11:00 AM in Cana Hall. Treats and 
refreshments are provided (no lunch). Questions? Contact Lynn Antoine 763.777.0412. 

• SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY • 

Adult Bible Study: Pastor Jon leads this study on Sundays at 9:15 AM. Grab a cup of coffee and treats and meet us in Cana 
Hall. 

Exploration & Discovery Bible Study: This group meets each Sunday at 9:15 AM in the Meeting Room. The topic is “Stuff They 
Didn’t Teach Me In Sunday School.” The study is based on 140+ episodes from Lutheran Hour Ministries. We have 
completed the study in Genesis and have now started Exodus (25 episodes), such as Planting Israel’s Deliverer Right in 
Pharaoh’s House, Deliverer in Training, and Don’t Kill the Messenger. Jim Rootes is the facilitator for this study.  

mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
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 Midweek Meals is available every Wednesday year-round. We are excited to welcome 

you in for a community meal. There is no cost but a free-will donation is 

accepted.  

 

Please enter Door “F”. You may park in either church lot or at the park across 

the street. 

 

This month we celebrate the best gift ever, JESUS!  We thank the many 

generous people who help make our meal possible: Jon, Mary, Brenda, Amy, 

Gwen, Cari, Jan, Charles, Ann, Anna, Jean, Elizabeth, Connie, Jen, Easton, 

Travis, Brockton, Callie, Jill, Paulette, Todd, Jeff, Monica, Pam, Matt, Doug, Al, 

Bob, Karen, Sharon and all those who anonymously give.  
 

Please contact Jerusha at 763.280.3047 or by email rua_76@hotmail.com with questions, or if you’d like to 

volunteer or donate. 

MIDWEEK MEALS  WEDNESDAYS - 5:30-6:15 PM 

LWML 

Call the Welcome Desk (763.421.3223) to sign up to bring in two dozen cookies. 

mailto:rua_76@hotmail.com
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Are you a Snowbird?  
 

Please contact Brenda Schwarz 

(Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org or 952.600.1274 

with your winter address along with the dates 

you will be out of state.  

mailto:Brenda@mtolive-anoka.org
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ADOPT A FAMILY 
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 The preschool celebrated Grandparents the month of November. 

The children invited their grandparents or other special people in 

their lives to the preschool for a special Chapel, to make a special 

craft, and to enjoy some special time with them! Grandparents are 

a blessing to the family, community, and to their grandchildren! 

MOUNT OLIVE CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 

SENIOR YOUTH 

The Senior Youth joined together to shop and pack boxes for Operation Christmas Child. They thought they would maybe 
pack 20-25 boxes, but kids showed up from all over and they packed 41 boxes! What a great way to make a BIG difference 
in the life of a child! 

All of the 3-year-olds at the preschool received their Beginner's 

Bibles during this special Chapel. The children were very 

excited to get their very own Bible, they couldn’t wait to look 

through them! Pastor then led them in prayer.  
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 WHAT WE ARE TEACHING: 

CITY OF ANGELS: A 4-week series from the Gospels on Christmas. 

SERIES OVERVIEW:  Why are there so many Christmas songs 

about angels? Because angels show up all throughout the Christmas 

story with great news! In this four-week series, kids will explore the 

foundational stories of Jesus’ birth with a focus on the angels who 

were there to witness them! From the city where Jesus was born, to 

the cities we live in today, the angels’ message is just as important 

now as it was then! Jesus is God’s plan, calms our fears, makes 

everything new, and is God’s love for everyone. 

 

Here’s what’s coming up in our ministry . . . 

December 4: Sunday School we will also make the star 

craft we’ll use for the “stars” in our Christmas program. 

Paulette will also be available to get costumes lined up. 

December 7: Rehearsal in the sanctuary for the 

Christmas Program from 6:00-7:00 PM. Please come in 

costume. 

December 11: Please join us for Sunday School at 9:15 

AM to go through the program one last time and have a 

brief lesson and get in costume. Then our Christmas 

Program will be at the start of 10:30 AM service. 

December 18: Regular Sunday School with Christmas 

cookies and good cheer as we celebrate the best gift ever! 

REMINDER: No Sunday School on December 25 or January 1.  

Please keep the following young adults in prayer this month and stop by the 

Welcome Center to sign a card for each of them on Sunday, December 4.  

 

Angelina Collins Jordyn Risse 

Mya Briese Jordan Friedland 

Albert Breitweser Callie Eckert 

Cameron Jacobson Sophie Bruun 

YOUNG ADULT 

Prayer for God’s Calling on the lives of our Young Adults 

Lord, I lift __________ up to you and ask that you would move in their life. Reveal your 

calling for their life and give them the courage to obey it. Help them pursue the desires 

of your heart and your will for their life with fervor and tenacity. Help them to press on 

with endurance regardless of the obstacles. Help them to pursue a close relationship 

with you so that they don’t wander off your path. Help them to grow and be stretched 

in new ways so that they are better equipped for the next challenge to come their 

way. Raise up youth all over the world that are willing to step out in faith and pursue 

your calling for their life. Help them to become close together as the body of Christ, to 

support and love each other, and encourage each other through every circumstance. 

Amen. 
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Onsite Worship Hours: 
Saturday:  5:30 PM 
Sunday:   8:00 AM (Traditional) 

   9:15 AM Education Hour 
 10:30 AM (Contemporary) 

 

Online Worship:  
Tune-in to our Live Services 
Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
 
Christmas & New Years Worship: 
Christmas Eve: 3:00 & 5:00 PM 
Christmas Day: 9:00 AM 
(No Saturday Worship December 31) 
New Years Day: 9:00 AM 

www.mtolive-anoka.org 
 

Youtube: (search Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42AD
WJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 
 

Facebook: (search for Mount Olive Anoka) 

https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-
117305858314602/ 
 

QCTV: (Channel 19)  View previous week’s worship 

Sundays: 6:30 AM, 12:00 PM 
Wednesdays: 8:00 PM 

December 6: WOMO Christmas Event 6:30 PM 

December 11: Worship and Sunday School Program 

December 24: Christmas Eve Worship 3:00 & 5:00 PM 

December 25: Christmas Day Worship 9:00 AM 

December 26: Church Closed 

December 31:  No Saturday Evening Service 

January 1: New Year’s Day Worship 9:00 AM 

January 2: Church Closed 

December 2022 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

