
Pastor’s Update – Thursday, June 18, 2020 

Pastor Jon here, coming once again from the Sanctuary, or Worship Center as we call 

it, here at Mount Olive. I am glad you joined me once again. 

I am guessing that there are many like me out there, who have had a difficult time 

emotionally and mentally during this pandemic. Our world has been turned upside down 

in many ways. We’ve had to change where we can and cannot go, how we do things in 

school, work, and church, and we had to do it so quickly. Personally my mind has been 

racing, usually just trying to deal with what is in front of me. I’m finding that normal tasks 

here at church have become more complex with many more steps. It has taken its toll 

on me. I’m sure many of you can relate. 

So, I come here (to the Sanctuary) when I need to regain my perspective and my 

balance when so many things seem out of balance and out of my control. I also go here 

(to the Bible). Psalm 46 is where many Christians go when they need assurance and 

stability in their lives, especially in times of uncertainty or turmoil. 

Read verses 1 and 7: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 

“The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.” Martin Luther used these 

verses when writing the words to the hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 

Then, I always go here next (verse 10a): “Be still, and know that I am God.” I think we 

should switch that verse around a bit – Know that I am God; so be still! First, we need to 

remember who our God is and what He’s capable of. He is all-powerful, all-knowing, full 

of love and mercy. Knowing that, I can be still, resting in the assurance that God’s got 

this, and no matter where this current path leads us, God is already there. 

 

The other reason I am here in the worship center is to remind you that we have  

re-started onsite worship here at Mount Olive. We are meeting each Sunday with a 

traditional service at 8 AM and a more informal service at 9:30 AM. We ask you to enter 

either Door E off the lower parking lot, or the Main Entrance. Door A will be locked to 

minimize traffic in the building. We encourage people to wear masks into the building 

and out, to insure the safety of all members. 

This Sunday (June 21) we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper in both services. When you 

enter the worship center, there will be four communion stations located in the back. 

There you can pick up a container with a wafer and wine/grape juice for each family 

member who will commune. At one point during the service, we will commune together. 

 



Also, I want to remind you that our newly called DCE for Sr. Youth & Young Adults, Alex 

Irwin will begin work at Mount Olive the week of July 6. We will install Alex at both 

services on Sunday, July 12. We hopefully will be able to have a welcome celebration 

for Alex when things start up again in the fall.  

Finally, this will be our last regular Thursday Update. Since we have re-started worship 

in our building we will use worship services (onsite and online), email, our website, 

Facebook and the newsletter to communicate upcoming changes and information. But, 

keep listening for an announcement regarding an online introduction of our new DCE 

the week of July 6. 

May God richly bless each and every one of you. Hope to see you soon. 

 

Pastor Jon 


