
Pastor’s Coronavirus Update 

May you feel God’s grace surround you in these uncertain days, His joy uplift you and 

His peace bring you courage and calm, this day and every day! 

Hello everyone! Pastor Jon here, praying you are all healthy and doing your best under 

these unprecedented circumstances. My family and I are well, and ask that you keep us 

in prayer, as we are keeping all of our church family and friends in our daily prayers. 

Sitting in my office here a couple of days ago, and a book title caught my attention, “If 

You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat” by Pastor John 

Ortberg. It’s based on Matthew’s account of Jesus walking on the water in chapter 14. 

After feeding the 5,000+ folks, Jesus sent the disciples ahead in a boat on the Sea of 

Galilee towards Bethsaida where He would meet up with them. 

On their way, the winds kicked up and the waves slammed their boat, which brought 

great fear and uncertainty in the hearts and minds of the disciples. All of sudden they 

saw Jesus walking by them, walking ON the water. They were scared out of their minds, 

as we would have been – “It’s a ghost!” The Jesus assured them: “Take courage! It’s 

me! Don’t be afraid!” Peter asked Jesus to let him come to Him, and He did. He was 

doing it! But then, he looked at the wind and waves, he was afraid and began to sank.  

He looked away from Jesus and he sank. Friends, as you go through uncharted and 

uncertain waters the next few days and weeks, keep your eyes on Jesus. Try to not be 

distracted by what’s happening around you; keep looking to Him for peace, love, & joy. 

Well, you no doubt heard our governor’s stay at home order yesterday. What does this 

mean for churches, especially for us here at Mount Olive? A very Lutheran question, 

right? Faith was mentioned in the governor’s speech yesterday as one of the 5 pillars to 

get us through these difficult days. There were many critical sector exemptions made in 

the order. One was for faith leaders and workers. It reads this way: “Includes officials, 

workers, and leaders in houses of worship, wherever their services may be needed. 

Includes workers necessary to plan, record and distribute online or broadcast content to 

the congregation” as we’re doing right now. 

So, how does this translate into what we are doing now, and in the days to come? 

 Our preschool staff has been working hard in preparing activity packets for 

preschool families. 

 

 Before this order goes into effect tomorrow evening, Pastor Randy, myself, and a 

few of the Elders will be in the lower parking lot from 5-7 p.m. tomorrow serving 

parking lot communion. This is how I see it working… 

 

 

 



 Our weekend services will continue to be posted on our website, Facebook and 

Instagram, Sunday, any time after 8 a.m. Also, new this week, watch for a 

YouTube premiere which you can find YouTube.com (search for Mount Olive 

Lutheran Anoka) at 8:00 a.m. During premiere you will be able to comment and 

ask questions in live time. After premiere, you will be able to view service on 

YouTube as well as the other options mentioned before. 

 

 We will attempt a live prayer vigil next Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 We are planning online Holy Week services for Palm Sunday (April 5) anytime 

after 8 a.m., Maundy Thursday (April 9) at 6:30 p.m., Good Friday (April 10) at 

6:30 p.m. and Easter Sunday (April 12), anytime after 8 a.m. 

 

 We are working on preparing Holy Week Packets for families and households 

without children. Some online material and will be available outside main door at 

church on Friday, April 3 from 9 am – 4 pm which you can pick up if you are out 

for necessary travel that day. 

 

 I want to that thank you for your continued offerings and support during this 

unusual time. Everyday we are receiving envelopes in the mail. You can also 

give online through Give+ on our website or the Give+ app on your smartphones. 

 

 While many of our staff members will work at home the next couple of weeks, it is 

my plan to continue working at church T-F from 9 am – 4 pm and Saturdays from 

10 am – 2 pm. Please call if you need anything, if you just want to talk, or if you 

want me to pray with you over the phone. 

 

The phrase that seems very prominent during this pandemic is “We can get through this 

together.” That certainly applies to us, the Mount Olive church family, members and 

friends. 

The Grace of the Lord Jesus, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Take good care. God bless you all! See you soon. 


