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Over the past two years much has 

changed, including the way we do 

church. For many months we did not 

get together in church, and when we 

did it happened slowly. We still 

haven’t come back to pre-pandemic 

levels, and we may not for a long 

while. The question becomes, “How 

can we build and maintain a sense of 

community in the church during such 

trying times?” 

We are discovering now that we need 

to work intentionally at building and 

maintaining community within the 

church. But, this challenge becomes 

our opportunity! God made us social 

beings; people are still hungry for 

fellowship. And as they see our 

community, our love for one another, 

our care and support for one another, 

they will want that for themselves. They 

will want to be part of that. Look at 

how the early church built up and 

maintained a sense of community 

(note emphasis in red): 

Acts 2:42, 46-47: “And they devoted 

themselves to the apostles' teaching 

and the fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers...And day by 

day, attending the temple together 

and breaking bread in their homes, 

they received their food with glad and 

generous hearts, praising God 

and having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord added to their 

number day by day those who were 

being saved. “ 

Notice the activities that brought the 

early church together and kept them 

together: the apostle’s teaching 

(worship, preaching, Bible study), 

fellowship (doing things together, 

encouraging and supporting 

one another), breaking of 

bread (refers to both Holy 

communion and sharing 

meals together), and praying 

for one another. They went to 

church often and met in each 

other’s homes (small groups). 

The huge redwood trees in California 

are amazing. You have seen in the 

news the past few days how they are 

being threatened by wildfires. These 

are the largest living things on earth 

and the tallest trees in the world. Some 

of them are 300 feet high and more 

that 2,500 years old. 

You would think that trees that large 

would have a tremendous root 

system, reaching down hundreds of 

feet into the earth. But that’s not the 

case. Redwoods have a very shallow 

root system. The roots of these trees 

are, however, intertwined. Thus, when 

the storms come and the winds blow 

the redwoods still stand. With an 

interlocking root system they support 

and sustain each other. They need 

one another to survive. So do we! 

God has given us His Church which is 

the body of Christ on earth. When one 

is baptized into Christ, one is baptized 

into the body of Christ. Through Christ 

we are bound together in a 

community of faith. Belonging to Christ 

we belong to each other. Fellowship 

with Christ means fellowship with each 

other. Through Christ God has made 

us a family, a community of faith. This is 

our God-given support system. As 

such, it is intended to meet some 

crucial needs in our lives. 

As your pastor, I pledge that we will 

continue to provide an interlocking 

program of worship, education, and 

fellowship as we head into this coming 

Fall season. In Christ we are a 

community of faith, a special place 

where we can minister and be 

ministered to. We have seen how we 

need each other. Therefore, our 

community of faith needs to 

be a priority in our lives.  

Let’s get together! 

In Jesus, 

- Pastor Jon 

Building Community: Let’s Get Together 
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WORSHIP SERIES 

“Parable Prescriptions,” 
A Study of Jesus’ Parables 

in the Gospel of Luke 

August 6/7 
Parable of the Widow/Unjust Judge 
Luke 18:1-8  

August 13/14 
Dave Anderson & Roger Walck 
- Shepherd’s Canyon 

August 20/21 
Parable of the Pharisee & Tax 
Collector 
Luke 18:9-14 

August 27/28 
Parable of the Ten Minas 
Luke 19:11-27  

September 4 
Parable of the Wicked Tenants  
Luke 20:9-19  

September 10/11 
Rally Sunday 
 

 

CAN YOU 
PROVIDE A RIDE? 

There are church members who 
would love to be able to attend 

church events/services but do not 
have transportation.  If you need a 

ride or are able to provide one, 
please call Pam: 763.438.0682 
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Mount Olive  
Monday, September 12 

1:00 - 6:00 PM 
 

Ages 17 and up  
(weighing a minimum of 110 lbs.)  

Free childcare available 
Sign up today or call the church (763.421.3223) 

BACK TO 
CHURCH! 

 

Sunday, September 11 

Worship Times: 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

Morning refreshments 
and afternoon movie! 

Details to follow 
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I almost hate telling you that Christmas is coming! But don’t panic. My purpose is 
to remind you that before Christmas, Mount Olive fills Operation Christmas Child 
(OCC) boxes!!! 
 

I LOVE Operation Christmas Child!!! Here’s why: 
• I love to shop (kind of) 
• I love people, especially children 
• I love to spread the word that Jesus is our Lord and Savior 
• I love to get free money (more about that next month) 

 

Mount Olive has been an amazing source of people filling OCC boxes! For years we have been collecting filled 
boxes and we don’t want to stop filling boxes! 
 

If you are interested in continuing this wonderful mission project, 
I would love to talk to you; a short little get-together to see what we can do! 

 
I would love to talk to you between church services on Sunday, August 14 at 9:00 AM.  

If you can’t make it, please call me – Ann Frederickson 612.741.5798. 

In the meantime – be alert – watch for deals – be a super smart shopper! 
Remember, we are out to share the Gospel through OCC boxes! 

Announcements 

We want to congratulate Denny for all his years of service to 

Mount Olive. He was hired in 1995 for a custodian position. He 

began cleaning preschool classes beginning in 2010. Thank you 

Denny for all you have done for Mount Olive! He has touched the 

lives of all of us in one way to another, young and not so young 

alike. He has that special connection with our preschool - we may 

see him from time to time coming in to read to our classes as he 

wants to stay connected with our kids here at Mount Olive. 

 

As a congregation, we are inviting you to bring in a card and/or 

gift for Denny to thank him in your own way. A basket will be 

located at the Welcome Desk for the month of August.  

Denny Lutter Retirement in September 

Alex has accepted the Call to be a student ministry director at St. John Lutheran Church 

in Cypress, TX. His last Sunday at Mount Olive will be August 21. Though his time here 

seemed short, he has impacted us all and will be missed by many in the church and 

preschool. The impact he has made on Mount Olive is truly amazing as he has worked 

with so many ministries here at Mount Olive in his two years among us.  

Thank you Alex for being a part of our Mount Olive Family!! 

As a congregation, we are inviting you to bring in a card and/or gift for Alex. 

The basket is located at the Welcome Desk.  

DCE Alex Irwin Accepted the Call to TX  
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Bible Study Opportunities 

• WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES • 

Early Morning Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: Our Women's Bible study is supporting each other in our quest for a 
closer relationship with our Lord and Savior. We meet online with Zoom or simply on a group phone call from 6:00 - 
7:00 AM. We would love to have you join us, contact Paulette Lenz at mp.lenz@gmail.com. 

Exploration & Discovery Bible Study -  Wednesday Edition: This group has completed the Lutheran Hour Study—The 
Great Deceiver (about Satan). The study happened to correspond with two of the Being Challenge topics: Solitude 
and Prayer. There also was a supplemental look at angels, both fallen and unfallen. Thanks to Alex, we viewed a 
YouTube video in which Satan talked about all he has done and is doing. He recognizes his downfall is coming, but he 
is going to take as many humans with him as he can. He was ecstatic over the new idols people are using to break 
their relationship with good. He referred to the new idols as “screen time.” Video games, smart phones, TV, anything 
with a screen is now destroying relationships between people and God. Technology appears to have become his 
biggest ally. Jim Rootes is the facilitator of this study. 

• SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY • 

Exploration & Discovery Bible Study: This group 
meets each Sunday at 9:00 AM in the Meeting 
Room. The topic is “Stuff They Didn’t Teach 
Me In Sunday School.” We are in Genesis and 
have looked at the “fall,” Noah’s Vineyard, and 
started looking at Abraham. Noah’s Vineyard 
actually ended up a study of the ark. The 
specifications, construction, and function of 
the ark is actually a description of our 
salvation through Jesus Christ. God’s design 
and plan, life saving blood (pitch), three decks 
with “many rooms” and one door in (I am the 
way). Jim Rootes is the facilitator of this study.  

mailto:mp.lenz@gmail.com
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Wednesdays: 5:30-6:15 PM 
Our meal is served by drive thru or a sit down meal in Cana 

Hall. The meal is available for anyone including those who 

volunteer. 

Thank you for being a blessing the past month with gifts and 

or time serving, Lynda, Paulette, Connie, Elizabeth, Jean, 

Anna, Sharon, Brad, Brantley, Josie, Iain, Delana, Ann, Jan, 

Jeff, Charles, Carol, Brenda, Jace, Callie, Juel, Ivy, Jordana, 

Andres, Nancy, VBS, Matt, Nick, Gwen, Brenda, Terri, IFC 

National Marketing, and More! 

Volunteer sign up (4-6 people each Wednesday from 4:00–7:00 PM) 

• Biggest need is from 5:00-6:00 PM 

• Leave your information and date you would like to volunteer at the Welcome Desk 

• Contacts: Jerusha (763.280.3047 / email rua_76@hotmail.com) 

 Ann (763.370.2248 / email buckmaik@gmail.com) 

All volunteers are welcome! 
Please join us in praying for all of the people that receive a meal and all of those that are called 

to support this ministry in prayer, service or gifts. God is so good! 

Drive Thru / Midweek Meals 

Trustees 

mailto:rua_76@hotmail.com
mailto:buckmaik@gmail.com
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Mount Olive Preschool 

We are offering 6 preschool 
classes this year, 
covering ages 3-6 

 
Our “STEAM” class is a new 
class this year, offered as a full 

day on Wednesdays for all ages. 
You may have heard of STEM 
education (a hands-on learning 
approach that builds student 
interest in science, technology, 
engineering, and math). STEAM 
is a progression of the original 
STEM acronym, adding art 
education which makes learning 
more fun and keeps children 
more engaged.  
 

There are still some 
openings in this class 
and a few other 
classes. Please call the 
school office for more 
information. 

763.421.9048 

Women of Mount Olive 

NEXT MEETING: August 8 at 7:00 PM 

Coffee Shop area 

Join us for our August meeting to plan for the fall. 

 

Wear comfortable clothing as we are 

fortunate to have Janet Orrick to do 

some chair yoga with us. The title 

of her presentation is Holy Yoga. 
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Youth Ministry 

2022 LCMS National Youth Gathering 
Thank you so much for your support of the 31 youth 
and adults that attended the 2022 Youth Gathering in 
Houston, Texas. Our group left a little after 2:00 PM 
on July 8 and returned sometime around midnight on 
July 14. Over those six days, the youth and adults 
attending spent hours in the bus, Bible studies, 
breakout sessions, small groups, worship and praise 
and in relationship together. 

The joy and wonder that comes from attending the Gathering is 
indescribable and nearly impossible to recreate. What you see and know 
is that over 20,000 people are growing in their relationship with Christ. 
Everyone is being encouraged by their peers and mentors and directed 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. It is powerful to consider the way God is 
in all things while witnessing His work in the hearts and minds of others. 
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Mount Olive  

August 2:  ................ Night to Unite sponsored by River Oaks 5:00-6:30 PM 

August 13/14:  ......... Praise & Worship with Dave Anderson & Roger Walck 

September 3:  ......... NO Saturday Service 

September 5:  ......... Labor Day—Church Offices Closed 

September 11:  ....... Rally Sunday 

September 12:  ....... Red Cross Bloodmobile 

September 18:  ....... Education Hour with Bible Studies 

and Family Sunday School Begins 

WORSHIP 
Onsite Worship Hours: 
Saturday: 5:30 PM 
Sunday: 8:00 AM (Traditional) 

 9:00 AM Education Hour 
 10:00 AM (Contemporary) 

Online Worship:  
Tune-in to our Live Services 

Sunday Worship: 8:00 & 10:00 AM 
 

FOLLOW US 

Mount Olive Website: www.mtolive-anoka.org/ 
 

YouTube Channel: (search Mount Olive Lutheran Anoka) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg 
 

Facebook: (search for Mount Olive Anoka) 
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/ 

https://www.mtolive-anoka.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42ADWJfIU4Lqh5OIVf_Qeg
https://www.facebook.com/Mount-Olive-117305858314602/

