
Dear Parents, 
The month of September just flew by!  
We have enjoyed getting to know you 
and your children and are beginning to 
get comfortable with our routine.  Pre-
school is a big event in the life of a 
young child!  Waiting for a turn, walk-
ing in line, passing and pouring at snack 
time, and sharing a teacher with many 
other children is a lot to work on!  Of 
course, the children’s favorite part is 
“play time” and so it should be!  They 
learn the most through play!  However, 
we try to achieve a balance of child 
and teacher directed activities.  It 
may be difficult for children to stay 
seated for a table activity and to hear 
that they can only play at scheduled 
times.   It’s difficult for teachers to 
have to “burst their bubble” at times 
but we know this is preparing them for 
the years of schooling ahead!   Please 
let us know if you have any concerns.  

Concepts for the Month: 
Shape:  square 
Color:  orange 
Numerals:  3 & 4 
Letters:  Review of L F, & E 
introduce H , T, & I 

 

 

 

 

October Bible Stories 
Oct. 3: Daniel in the Lion’s Den (Daniel 
6:1-24)  
Oct. 7 & 10 : Baby Moses (Exodus 2:1-
10) 
Oct. 14 Ruth & Boaz (The book of 
Ruth) 
Oct. 24  The Fruits of the Spirit 
(Galatians 5:22) 
October 28 & 31 Moses the sheep 
farmer (Exodus 3:1-13) 
 

October Bible Verse 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart.”  
Proverbs 3:5 

October Curriculum 
During the month of October, the 
children will learn about personal 
safety — crossing the street, poi-
sons, and strangers — as well as 
fire safety! We will have a fire sta-
tion dramatic play area set up in 
the classroom, beans with fire 
trucks in the sensory table, and 
items to experiment with “sink and 
float” at the science table. The 
children will make “flame” pictures, 
Dalmatian dogs with spots and dec-
orate fire trucks. We will also have 
marble painting and finger painting 
at the art table, magnets to experi-
ment with, and will do patterning 
with fire fighters’ equipment.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then we will move on to our “Farm” 
theme.   We will discuss harvest, 
farm animals, and foods that come 
from the farm.  The children will 
play in our farm dramatic play area, 
play with pigs in dirt in the sensory 
table, examine various grains and 
lambs wool at the science table.   
They will paint with corn cobs, draw 
harvest vegetables in the farmer’s 
tractor, and make a corn cob pic-
ture with real kernels of corn.  The 
highlight will be going on  our field 
trip to Eveland Family Farm on Oct 
21! Will have more details and a 
permission slip to come home soon! 
 
 
 

What is the Purpose of 
Physical Education? 

At preschool we refer to this as 
“exercise time” in the large room 
or outdoor time on the play-
ground!  Research shows that 
children with poor motor devel-
opment have increased health 
problems later in life due to 
physical inactivity.  At pre-
school, we have the opportunity 
to help children develop large 
motor skills and to help children 
feel good about them.  We focus 
on fundamental movement skills 
such as hopping, skipping, run-

ning, flexibility, muscle strength 
and endurance, and eye hand co-
ordination.  Children are in worse 
physical condition than they were 
20 years ago and the first signs 
of arteriosclerosis are already 
appearing at age 5!  Our goal is 
for children to develop a positive 
at-
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Growing Children’s Needs 
By Lyle Nachand  

Children are as fragile as the petals 
of a rose. 

Their need for love and guidance will 
grow on each year they grow. 

Walk lightly through the flowers 
Making sure that they have room, 

For if you overcrowd or step on them 
You may never see them bloom. 

Nurture them with kindness 
As you see to all their needs. 

Treat a child as you would a plant 
You’ve started from a seed. 
The fruit of all your labor 

Will be sweet and bring you pride. 
For guidance builds good children 

When it’s tenderly applied. 

 
Handwriting Curriculum 

Our systematic handwriting curricu-
lum began with straight-line letters L, 
F, and E. Please return your child’s 
“homework”!  Spending a few minutes 
each week at home will greatly bene-
fit your child! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank You Volunteers! 
Thanks to those of you who filled out 
parent involvement surveys!   

Thanks to Alaina Burchill  for volun-
teering in the classroom last month ! 

 

Mom’s Day 
Join us for a special time in the class-
room on Monday, October 28 from 
9:15-10:45 am.  If Mom is not availa-
ble, Grandma or another special 
friend is welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Snack Prayer 
Every month we will be learning  a new 
snack prayer.  Most of them are to a 
tune, which makes it fun!  In October 
we are learning: 

JOHNNY APPLESEED 
Oh, the Lord is good to me, 
and so I thank the Lord 
For giving me the things I need 
The sun and the rain and the appleseed 
The Lord is good to me. 
Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  
AMEN! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you Concerned your 
Child doesn’t have a 

“Friend” at Preschool? 
At the beginning of the school year, 
many children simply play alongside 
others, and do not have  a special play-
mate.  This is totally normal.  In fact, 
the children are still learning each oth-
ers’ names.  Even if your child says 
they don’t have a “friend”, they  are 
still interacting with other children.  
So, please don’t worry, and always feel 
free to  ask one of our teachers if you 
have any specific questions. 
 

October Volunteers 
Thurs., Oct. 10  10:30-11:30 
“Tortilla Strips” cooking project Mar-
yanna B.   
Mon, Oct. 21  9:00-11:45 Field Trip 
to Eveland Family Farm: Alaina Burchill, 
Jennifer Helstrom, Stacy Braun, & 
Susan Martinson. 
 
We look forward to having you! 

 

Preschool Showcase 
Please join us on Tuesday, October 1st 
5:30-7:30 for a fun evening at school 
together.  The whole family is welcome 
for playtime in the classrooms and ex-
ercise room.  Snacks will be available 
for purchase as well.  Hope to see you 
there!  

Preschool vs. Home 
The preschool environment can be 
very different from home.  There 
are many new concepts like walking 
in a line, and raising hands before 
talking that are unique to “school 
culture”.  Sometimes these things 
many be difficult for young children, 
and they may even “complain” a bit 
about them at home.  Reassure your 
child they are learning to do things 
“the preschool way”.  It also helps to 
discuss with your child that they will 
not always be sitting next to a par-
ticular friend, and that’s okay.  They  
are getting to know other new 
friends.  Because preschoolers love 
to play so much, they may be frus-
trated when it is group time and 
they need to listen to the teacher 
and stop playing.  Again, please dis-
cuss with them that there is a time 
to play, a time to eat, and a time to 
listen at school.   
 

Preschoolers Sing 
for Church 

Our students will be singing for a 
church service here at Mount Olive 
on Sunday, November 10 at the 
10:30 am service.  We know many of 
you have other church homes, but 
would love to share this Sunday with 
you! Mark your calendars!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Operation Christmas Child  
Information will be coming home 
soon regarding “Operation Christmas 
Child”. This is an opportunity to pro-
vide Christmas gifts along with the 
message of Jesus to needy children 
around the world. It can be very 
meaningful for your children person-
ally and your family as well. Please 
look over the materials when they 
come home and prayerfully consider 
participating!   Boxes will be availa-
ble soon if you are interested. 
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How to Help Develop Your Child’s Language 
Skills 

 
 
According to Brian Cambourne, an Australian linguist, young children go through natural, 
unconscious stages which enable them to progress in their ability to speak, read, and write if they are 
exposed to the following circumstances in their environment and surroundings: 
 

1. Immersion 
Children should be immersed in an environment with books, writing tools, and opportunities for reading, writing, and 

conversing. 
 
TIPS:  Have a variety of books, paper, pencils, markers, and crayons available for your child to use. 

 

2. Expectation 
When adults have a positive attitude that children can and will develop their abilities to read, write, and speak, children 

develop an “I can do this” attitude. 
 
TIPS:  When your child begins to write, acknowledge that scribbling is an early stage of writing and say, “Tell me what it says.” 

 

3. Approximation 
Adults need to ensure that children’s attempts at reading, writing, and speaking are praised, even if they are not “correct”.  

This results in children that are not afraid to take risks, who believe that trying your best is important, whether or not 
it is perfect.  

 
TIPS:  Instead of correcting your child’s speech by saying “It’s spaghetti, not pasghetti”, include the correct form in a sentence or phrase 

such as, “Yes, I like spaghetti, too!” 

 

4. Responsibility 
Since children are capable of reading, writing, and speaking, they should be allowed to make their own decisions about 

when, what, and how they read, write, talk, and listen.  
 
TIPS:  Let your child pick out books he or she would like to read.  Make regular trips to the library.  Let your child write as he or she 

pleases.  Let them ask you how to write a specific word instead of encouraging them to do workbooks full of prescribed letters and 
words. 

 

5. Apprenticeship 
Children need time to “practice” their language skills: speech, writing, and reading.  Be patient.  In the same way that we 

don’t “push” a child to walk, neither should we insist that children read, write, or speak before they are ready. 
 
TIPS:  Instead of forcing a skill upon a young child such as reading or writing, first let them practice the things they need to master the 

skill.  For example, if you want your child to print better, provide activities that strengthen his/her hand muscles (such as clipping 
clothespins onto a clothesline or playing Legos) rather than insisting on practicing, which may result in a complete dislike of writing. 

 

6. Demonstration 
Adults should provide an example of how reading, writing, and speaking are used in the world.  
 
TIPS:  Let your child watch you make a grocery list, read the newspaper to find out where a movie is playing, give verbal instructions on 

how to make dinner.  When you are modeling the correct way to do something, do it carefully so that fear of failure will not prevent 
him or her from doing it again. 

 

6. Feedback 
Children need adults to respond to their efforts at speaking, reading, and writing.  This will encourage them to keep doing 

it!  
 
TIPS:  If you can’t understand what your child is saying, pick up on the words you did understand and try to get your child to expound on 

them.  Praise ALL attempts at reading, writing, and speaking.  Try to have EYE CONTACT when you are speaking or listening to 
your child. 


