
SERIES: “Driven Heroes of the Faith”                                                                                             
Ruth – Ruth 1:16-22; 3:1-9; 4:9-12 

INTRODUCTION - The world has always been captivated by stores of great love. Stories such 
as Romeo and Juliet, the star crossed lovers, or their modern day counterparts Tony and Maria 
in West Side Story. There are the love stories of Hollywood royalty such as Humphrey Bogart 
and Lauren Bacall, or Katherine Hepburn and Spencer Tracy. Of course there are the modern 
day adventure film love stories with Princess Leah and Hans Solo, or Clark Kent and Lois lane. 
The story of Boaz and Ruth might also be listed as one of the greatest love stories of all time. 

The Bible contains powerful stories. They inspire, comfort, instruct, encourage and motivate. 
The Holy Spirit has used these stories in a mighty manner to touch and to transform lives. The 
story of Naomi and Ruth is such a story. Though thousands of years old, this story serves as an 
example of sacrificial love and deep commitment. If we want to know what everyday life as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ looks like we can see it in Ruth. 

The story takes place during the period of the judges around 1200 BC. The Israelites had 
occupied Canaan, “The Promised Land” but it was not a time of peace. There were constantly 
wars and skirmishes with neighboring nations. 

There was a famine in and around Bethlehem. Elimelech, his wife and his two sons fled the 
famine and move to the nation of Moab. The family settled into their new surroundings. 
Sometimes life is unfair, though. Naomi’s husband Elimelech and her two sons died. Naomi and 
her two daughters-in-law faced life, in a male dominated world, with no male family members. 

Life is hard. Somehow the three women eked out a meager existence. There is little hope, 
though. Naomi had no expectation of being married again, and as long as Ruth and Orpah were 
with Naomi they too had little hope of being married again. 

Naomi decided to return to Bethlehem. She heard that the famine had ended and that the Lord 
had given the people food. She was probably hopeful that she would be able to survive better in 
an area with abundant food. Naomi released Ruth and Orpah from any responsibility for her. 
Orpah left to find a new husband. Ruth refused to leave Naomi. She knew that Naomi couldn’t 
fend for herself; she need someone to care for her. 

Ruth was fully committed to Naomi. Ruth wasn’t satisfied to be Naomi’s traveling companion. 
Ruth pledged to stay with Naomi for the rest of her life. She would no longer be a Moabite, but 
would now be one of Naomi’s people. Ruth was even willing to give up the gods that were a part 
of her upbringing and become a follower of the one true God, the God of Naomi. 

I like the story of Ruth because it is so ordinary. There are no angels or visions. Neither Ruth 
nor Boaz hear the voice of God. Yet, God is moving. I appreciated a statement that I recently 
read, “Coincidence is a miracle in which God prefers to remain anonymous.” That is clearly 
demonstrated in this story. In chpt 2 vs 3 we read, “As she happened, to come to the part of the 
field belonging to Boaz. Later in vs 4 we read, “And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem.” 

Naomi, who once said that the Lord had dealt bitterly with her, recognizes that God is at work in 
the situation. In verse 20 Naomi says, “May he be blessed by the Lord whose kindness has not 
forsaken the living or the dead!” God is moving in the ordinary. 

So often we find ourselves asking, “Where is God?” With the eyes of faith, we are able to see 
God’s presence and movement in our lives. God is in the people who pray. God is with the 
person who shares or helps. God moves in simple acts of love. 



Fast forward: Boy meets girl. Girl and boy fall in love. But, Boaz cannot rush to marry Ruth. 
There are a few things that must be done before that can happen. Though Boaz was Naomi’s 
relative, he evidently was not the closest relative. Under Jewish law, that nameless relative had 
first options on Naomi’s property and Ruth. 

Boaz gathers the city officials together and tells the relative that Naomi has property. The 
relative is immediately interested. You can almost hear the “caching” sounding in his head. 
More land means more money. Off handedly, Boaz mentions that Ruth (in a sense) comes with 
the land. The nearest relative must marry Ruth in order to produce offspring and continue the 
name of her deceased husband. 

The relative stops short. He’d like to get the land because it would increase his wealth. He 
doesn’t want to be encumbered with a wife, though. In fact taking Ruth as his wife might even 
cost him money. The reader can immediately tell what is number one is the relative’s life. He 
goes against the law and rejects relationships in order to acquire more money. Instead of 
participating in God’s plan, the man remains nameless and insignificant. 

Boaz has different priorities. He is in love with Ruth and the land isn’t even a consideration as 
he determines his next move. In the previous chapters of the story, Boaz has been generous. 
He has protected Ruth, and made sure that she was able to glean enough to provide for both 
her and Naomi. Now, Boaz makes a commitment to continue to provide for and protect both 
Ruth and Naomi. 

Generosity is a blessing for those with whom gifts are shared and also for the person who 
shares the gift. Ruth and Naomi have been blessed, but Boaz’s life has been enriched, also. Not 
only is generosity a blessing, it is also a characteristic of people who follow the Lord. Generosity 
is an action through which God’s will can be expressed. 

In the book of Lamentations the prophet writes, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
and his mercies never come to an end. They are new each morning” (Lamentations 3:22). 

Psalm 136 is an antiphonal psalm in which one half of the congregation repeats the phrase, 
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.” 

Throughout the book of Ruth we see glimpses of God’s steadfast love. Even in the first chapter 
when Naomi declares that her name should be “Bitter” because the Lord is treating her bitterly, 
the reader can see God’s steadfast love. No matter what state Naomi and Ruth find themselves, 
God is present and God’s steadfast love is part of their lives. 

This love isn’t a mystical love. This love is expressed in the words and actions of people. We 
see this love in the loyalty of Ruth, and in the generosity of Boaz. We also see it in the birth of 
children that lead to King David and eventually to Jesus the Christ. 

CONCLUSION - We come to the end of the story. As I do so, I take away a renewed sense of 
comfort, strength and hope. As God looked after Ruth, Naomi and Boaz, so God is looking after 
all of us. No matter where we are in life, God is with us and God’s love will never be separated 
from us. “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases and his mercies never come to an end. 
They are new each morning.” Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  

Like Ruth, our lives are stories. People are looking at us and reading our lives. As they do this, 
may people see lives of generosity and loyalty. May they see God reflected in our words and 
actions. Amen. 


