
SERIES: “Quiet Heroes of the Faith”                                                                            
“Dorcas” – Acts 9:36-43 

In our reading today from Acts 9, Luke, who is the writer of Acts, gives us two stories in one in 
these verses. He gives us the story of Peter and the story of Dorcas. Luke weaves these two 
stories around the event of Dorcas’ illness and death. 

In the scheme of Luke’s book, Peter’s ministry is meant to be highlighted. Peter has been 
transformed from a brash, bumbling disciple to a strong leader in the church in Jerusalem. His 
ministry—at least that portrayed by Luke—is strikingly similar to that of Jesus. Luke does this to 
underscore the truth that the followers of Jesus Christ are called to continue the ministry of 
Jesus. 

The reader also learns a great deal about the unassuming yet important ministry of Dorcas, in 
just a few verses. 

PETER - Peter has a wonderful ministry. Early in Acts Luke records that Peter and John were 
walking to the temple when they came across a lame man. The man wants money from them, 
but Peter says that they have something better to give him. Peter then commands the man to 
walk in the name of Jesus Christ. A few verses earlier we read that people would scramble to be 
touched by Peter’s shadow because of his ability to heal. 

In our lesson today, Peter actions and words are almost identical with those of Jesus. The 
gospels record a time when Jesus was approached by the leader of a synagogue. (A person 
who usually would be one of Jesus’ enemies.) The man runs up to Jesus and begs Jesus to 
come to his house and heal his twelve year-old daughter. While going to the man’s house, 
servants approach the man and Jesus and tell them that the girl has died. Jesus comforts the 
man and tells him things will be okay. Jesus then goes up to the little girl, prays and then says, 
“Tallitha cum,” which means “Little girl arise.” The girl comes back to life and sits up. 

In our text Peter comes to the deathbed of a woman called Dorcas, or Tabitha. She is already 
dead, and she has been cleaned and prepared for burial. Peter sends the people away from the 
upper room where the body has been laid. He prays and then says the words, “Tabitha cum, 
Tabitha arise.” The woman comes back to life and sits up. This is a spectacular Jesus type 
miracle. 

DORCAS - The other ministry that Luke writes about in these verses is the ministry of Dorcas. 
We read that widows have come to her deathbed. They display articles of clothing that Dorcas 
had made for them and given to them. We glimpse the behind the scenes ministry of this lady. 

Widows were the powerless, disenfranchised, neglected and ignored. They had no ability to 
own possessions or land, and no way to legally earn a living. Their lives were limited to poverty 
and living off the generosity of others. 

Most people ignored the widows—which is one reason why the early Christians are exhorted on 
several occasions to remember the plight of the widows. Dorcas responded to those 
exhortations and became a one person social service agency. She loved these women to whom 
life had dealt a harsh blow, and she cared for their needs. 

Dorcas had an important ministry. Hers was not the flashy ministry of Peter, but it was an 
important ministry none the less. She too was carrying on the ministry of Jesus. 



All of us have been called to carry on the ministry of Jesus Christ. And, each of us has been 
given specific gifts to accomplish our calling. We are called not to be envious of another’s gifts, 
but to focus on using the gifts that we have been given to serve others and to love God. Like 
Peter and Dorcas, our different gifts and different ministries combine to serve the Lord we love 
and share that love with others.  

There is one more important element of this story – the death of Dorcas and how it affected the 
women she was serving, and how it prompted their action. When life goes south, where do we 
go for help? How do we cope? Where do we seek our help and deliverance? 

When a loved one dies, we are plunged into grief. Although no two people will grieve in exactly 
the same way, most of us share some common experiences, deep sorrow and isolation. The 
loved ones of Dorcas, the widows she served, grieved deeply at her death. They did what they 
could in their time of grief – took care of Dorcas’ body for burial, but they also reached out to 
God by sending for Peter. 

Ministry at the time of great need became a witness to the power and grace of God. God is the 
one who brings life and hope where there seems to be none. “And it became known throughout 
all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.” 

We thank God for His mercy, grace, and power in our lives. We also thank Him for giving us the 
opportunity to carry on the ministry of Jesus. Amen. 


