
SERIES: “Quiet Heroes of the Faith”                                                                             
Zacchaeus – Luke 19:1-10 

Children of God, friends of Jesus: 

“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” is a famous movie. It is #99 on the American Film 
Institute’s top 100 films of the last 100 years. It has a star-studded cast with Sidney 
Poitier, Katherine Hepburn and Spencer Tracy. 

It is about a young African-American doctor who meets a young Caucasian woman and 
they fall in love. They decide to marry so she invites him to her parents’ home for 
dinner. It came out in 1967 when interracial marriage was still illegal in most states. 

There are some similarities to the story in our Gospel lesson for today. It’s an interesting 
story about Jesus and a man named Zacchaeus– let’s take a look: 

First, our text follows the story of Jesus who encountered a blind man, Bartimaeus, 
sitting by the side of the road as He was approaching Jericho. Our text says that Jesus 
entered Jericho as He was passing through. Where was He going? 

In the previous chapter, beginning at verse 31, it says “Jesus took the twelve aside and 
told them, ‘see, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the 
Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will be delivered over to the 
Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. And after flogging 
him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” Jesus had an important mission 
ahead of Him; that is where he was headed. 

When you are on a mission to accomplish something, when you are really focused on a 
goal, do you try to be as efficient with your time as possible? Sometimes, if you are like 
me, you may forget to be nice to the people around you. You may not exchange 
pleasantries with people you normally would. You may even get so busy you forget to 
eat. 

But not Jesus. When Jesus has a task to do – He dawdles. Was He scared? Did He 
have cold feet about going through with His life’s mission? Was He having second 
thoughts? -Maybe He decided just to put it off a week? People had been living in their 
sins for a long time, what was another day or two, either way? Why would He do such a 
thing? {PAUSE} 

Let’s switch gears for a moment. Have you ever had the opportunity to meet a famous 
person? Did you ever hear that a famous person was coming to town and made 
arrangements to see them? 

I remember being a little excited about going to Mary’s 10th high school reunion, 
because one of her classmates was a part of the famous pro wrestling duo, The Road 
Warriors. Once a rather average-size high school athlete, now a famous and massive 
human being. He was there, and he was massive. 



Mary and I went down to the Nicolet Mall downtown during the NCAA Basketball 
Tournament Final Four activities earlier this year. There was a mass of human beings 
down there, but I considered in the back of my mind for a brief moment, whether or not 
we would see someone famous hanging out there.  

Well, back to our story. After three years of doing miracles, traveling around, teaching, 
even raising the dead – I’m sure there was not a person in 1st century Palestine that 
hadn’t heard of Jesus, but there were surely people who hadn’t yet seen him or had a 
chance to meet Him. 

Zacchaeus was one of those people. He wanted to at least get a glimpse of the man. 
He wanted to get a chance to meet the prophet, the healer he had heard so much 
about. He had a problem though, he was short and there was a large crowd {PAUSE}. 

How bad off do you have to be in order to compromise your dignity? How good a gift 
has to be on the line before your do something that you wouldn’t ordinarily do? How bad 
do you have to want something before you go all out to get it? 

The day after Thanksgiving, known as Black Friday, there are numerous door-buster 
sales. Even now, the night of Thanksgiving sales. Stores offer ridiculously low prices on 
some items in order to get people to come out at unbelievably early hours on that Friday 
to snag up the deals. They’ll normally show the opening of the doors on the news that 
evening. It’s comical watching the people embarrass themselves pushing and shoving, 
doing things they teach their kids not to do. 

Now, dignity and self-respect are a big deal for Middle Easterners. But, our text tells us 
that in order to get ahead of the crowd, Zacchaeus had to run on ahead. Picture it: to 
run in a robe means you have to hike it up a bit in order to not trip and fall. If that weren’t 
bad enough, Zacchaeus, a rich and widely known man, stooped to climbing a tree like a 
school boy, in a robe no less. He must have really wanted to see Jesus badly in order to 
stoop to such a level {PAUSE}. 

Have you ever been given a great honor? Have you ever been asked to participate in 
something that seemed beyond you? What would it have been like had the famous 
person you arrived to see, had reached through the crowd, called you by name and 
pulled you out to come and shake hands with him/her and then invite you to dinner? 
That would have been something. That’s what happened to Zacchaeus. Jesus walks to 
the spot where Zacchaeus was perched, invites him to come down and then invites 
Himself over to Zacchaeus’ house 

That is what Jesus does for you and me too. He invites Himself into our lives – He 
wants to have a relationship with us – He wants to have a closer relationship with us – 
He just asks us to not block what He’s trying to get done and respond to His leading. 

That is why He came – remember where He was headed – to Jerusalem where He was 
about to be betrayed, put on trial, mocked, beaten and killed. 



All of that for Zaccheus, for you, and for me. 

Not to get political here, but how do you feel about terrorists coming to our country, 
enjoying its freedoms while they plot ways of destroying our way of life? Quite frankly, it 
makes me extremely angry. Well, that’s how the people in and around Jericho felt about 
Zaccheus. 

You see, he worked for the enemy – the Romans – who were bent on destroying their 
way of life and then taxed them in order to pay for it. And, Zaccheus had a big problem 
– he hadn’t made any friends in doing his job. 

Jericho, in Jesus’ day was a very prosperous city. Balsam wood was a major export of 
the area. A tax collector could make a ton of money taxing the lucrative trade, and those 
involved in it. Zaccheus was not a very loved individual. The people make it very clear 
that they didn’t much care for Jesus choosing to go to Zaccheus house. They grumbled, 
“He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner!” 

Have you ever been slighted? Have you ever felt like somebody else got an award or an 
honor that you deserved? That’s how the people of Jericho felt – it should have been 
their house that was blessed with Jesus’ presence. 

Do we pick and choose between people like these people did? Heck yeah we do! 

Who decides who is to go to heaven? Is that your job description? It is Jesus’ job and 
He wants all people to make it into heaven, even a tax collector like Zacchaeus. That is 
what we should want as well. 

That is what Jesus came to do – that is why He makes the pit stop at Zaccheus’ house 
– As it says at the end of our text, “for the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.” 
Jesus declared that salvation had come to Zacchaeus. This salvation is by grace alone 
because of the amazing sacrifice of Jesus through His death on the cross. Jesus has 
come to your house, too. He has declared that His salvation is yours by grace through 
faith. How will you respond? In Jesus. Amen. 

 


