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Saturday Evening 
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9:15 am    Adult Sun School 

10:30 a.m.  Contemporary  

A Message from  
Pastor Jay    
 
Grace to you and Peace, I once 
heard someone say, "A preacher 
only has one sermon, and they 
preach it over and over again using 
different words." If this is true, my 
sermon would be something like 
this. 

ALL ARE WELCOME. I truly believe that God has uniquely gifted everyone 
for ministry. Each and every soul has a special purpose in God's mission; a 
mission of redemption and reconciliation. God loves and cherishes each 
person and calls them to lives of service, leadership, and worship. With this 
being said, we, the church are bound to welcome the stranger, minister to 
and alongside the neighbor, and reach out to newcomers in ways that 
model the already true love we all have from God. 

WE SHOULD ENJOY OURSELVES. This second step evolves from the first. 
God has uniquely called and equipped us to do something special for the 
kingdom and God wants us to enjoy what we are doing. If you are especially 
gifted in music, use that gift. If your gifts are teaching, hospitality or 
cooking, reach out using those gifts. If your gifts or joys are more practical 
like carpentry, finance, or "model train design", use these varied gifts in a 
mindful way to share the gospel. Church and worship also should reflect 
this joyfulness. While there is a time for somber reflection and repentance, 
there are more times when we ought to celebrate our forgiveness and lift 
our voices in joy. 

The conclusion of my three-point sermon is this, FOR THE GOOD OF THE 
NEIGHBOR, IN THE NAME OF JESUS. This concluding movement makes the 
bridge from dead worship and dusty Bible to a vibrant life-giving 
community of faith with purpose, evangelism, and service. We are not just 
enjoying ourselves for our own good, we are working in the Kingdom of 
God for the good of the neighbor. We are focused on our Lord Jesus. In the 
name of Jesus, the neighbor’s well-being becomes the lens by which we 
evaluate our work in the world.  

In our ministry together here at St John, you will hear these themes again 
and again. I am thrilled to be welcoming, loving and serving with you.  

God bless,  

Pastor Jay 



 

 

• Don presented a bid from Peanut’s Construction for 
$3900 in order to make minor repairs on the Lake House 
at the Retreat Center  

•  Curtis made a motion to approve up to $3000 to be used 
for painting of the Lake House.  Kathy seconded the mo-
tion and the motion carried.   

• Curtis made a motion to approve up to $3000 to be used 
for painting of the Lake House.  Kathy seconded the mo-
tion and the motion carried.   

• Don made a motion to elect the following individuals to 

Council Highlights March 2022 Meeting 

the Budget and Finance Committee: Lee Rush (chair), 
Janice Wietstruck (recorder), Joe Ed Lynn, Tommy 
Kowles, Glenn Lange, Gregg Lange, Crissy Mar-
shall.  Curtis seconded the motion and the motion carried.  

• Committee Reports deadline for May–noon on Wednes-
day, May 4th. 

• Council packets will be available for pick up on Wednes-
day evening, May 4th.  

• Council Meeting–Monday, May 9th at 6:15 
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Let Me Tell You About My Jesus by Cynthia Zorn 
 
Have you heard the song “Let me Tell You About My Jesus”?  Well, I want you to “let me tell you about my 
church”.    I still consider myself a “newbie” at St. John’s, even though I’ve been a member about 18 yrs.  
There are folks here who were born into this church, the only one they’ve ever known.  My road to this 
church was a long one and the decision to join was not taken lightly.  I was raised in another faith, and it was 
a part of me from Baptism on.  But as sometimes happens, you “fall” away.  When I moved to Bellville, I 
began coming to St. John’s with my daughter and her family.  The pastors then were David Henske and Jen-
nie Jones.  I think it took me a year or more to make the decision to join.  And I’ve been happy with it ever 
since.   
 
As I said, I didn’t take this decision lightly. Lots of thought went into it, but the deciding factor was some-
thing Pastor David did.  The second Sunday I attended services, he greeted me by name.  Shouldn’t have 
been a big thing, for someone to remember my name, but it made me feel like I mattered.  I belonged.  I still 
belong.  I found a home. 
 
If you’ve never “fallen out” with your church or with your choice of faith, you may not get the full impact of 
my story. If you’ve been born and bred into a church, it’s your home.  This church, these church members, 
these opportunities – they gave me what I needed, a home for my faith.  As a child I always wanted to serve, 
but as a female, opportunities were unavailable.  Now, things have changed dramatically.  I can use my God 
given talents to serve.  I can be a part of the liturgy.  I can bring communion to the homebound.  I can make a 
difference on church council.  I can even sit and have coffee and cookies with my church family on a Sunday 
before services.  I’ve learned how important it is to say hello, to speak someone’s name, to welcome them.  
The impact it made on me – I can only hope it has the same impact on them. 
 
Through my journey at St. John’s, I found what I’d like to think of as my destiny.  I am and have been the 
Director of the Bellville Christian Food Pantry.  This came about after a chance meeting with the former di-
rector, attending a woman’s service that involved many denominations, here at St. John’s.  I’ve been doing 
this now for 14 yrs.  It has been so rewarding, so eye opening, so fulfilling.  It has been one of those things 
that has made St. John’s my home and this church whole-heartedly supports the Pantry in a most generous 
way.  
 
I feel St. John’s fosters the spirit of giving, committing, serving.  If you need to fill a void in your daily life, 
you don’t have to look hard or far.  It’s here.  There is some-thing for you – being a part of services, serving 
on a committee, doing a Bible study, visiting the elderly or homebound, administering communion, helping 
with the children’s programs, providing Christmas for those who would have none and on and on.  There is a 
place for you.  You have God given talents and this is the place for you to put them to use. 
 
Forgive me if I sound like I’m preaching.  I’m not.  I’m just very proud to be a part of a church that serves 
and gives me the chance to be what God meant for me all along.   
So now, come to church and “Let me tell you about my Jesus”. 
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Bible + Brew for Men 
 

Tuesday, May 3 ~ 6:30 p.m. 
Huff Brewing Co. 
9805 Koehn Rd. 

Join the ladies of St. John 
for the return of  

 
Care and Share  

Bible Study 
Group  

hosted by Joy Mueller 
 

The group will meet    
Wednesday mornings  

at 9:30 am  
in the Adult Bible 

           Study Room.   
This six week session 
will explore Max Lucado’s Romans in the 

Grip of Grace. 
 The schedule for the study of Romans will 
be as follows: 
 

April 27          Lesson 1 
May 4             Lesson 2 
May 11           Lesson 3 
May 18           Lesson 4 
May 25           Lesson 5 
June 1             Lesson 6  

 
Each session will last about one hour.  For 
more information, please call Joy Mueller 
at 979-865-3906 or email her at 
jhmueller1962@gmail.com. 

 Current YTD 
Budget  
Your Gifts $21,555.38 $79,335.96 
Total Expenses $36,297.77 $97,440.13 
Over/Under Exp. -$14,513.05 -$17,649.27 

For the month of 
April  2022 

Adult Sunday School  
Books of Revelation Study  

with Pastor Jay  
Sunday Mornings at 9:15  

in Adult Bible Study Room   
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The ladies of St. John are working on creating Lutheran World 

Relief Personal Care Kits.  They will be gathering supplies or 

monetary contributions for these kits. There is a basket in the 

Annex for donations.  Monetary donations can put with your 

regular offering and mark on your envelope how much is to go 

towards LWR Personal Care Kits. 

Kits include: 

• 1 light-weight bath-size towel, in dark colors 

• 2 bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz. 

• 1 Adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging 

• 1 Sturdy comb, 

• 1 Metal nail clippers. 

As you put your faith into action, every kit you make will be cherished by the person who 

receives it in their time of need. 

We are very blessed here at St. John and members 

are always so willing to help others in need.  Here 

are a few opportunities we would like to start 

Our volunteers call members of the church when 

sandwiches and desserts are needed for funeral 

receptions.  We appreciate those who are willing to 

provide food for families in mourning. It’s such a small 

way to show God’s love to them during their loss.  If you 

are not able to provide food, monetary donations are always welcomed.  We provide chips, tea, 

and pickles with these meals and those items are purchased from donations given. 

 

Operation Christmas Child  
Good News - Great Joy 

Mark 10:14-15     "Let the children come to me, do not hinder them, for to such 

belongs the kingdom of God.  Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it." 

Please continue to pray for the children who are receiving shoeboxes and accepting Jesus as their 

Lord and Savior.  I pray that this year our church will continue to support this ministry, as you have 

so generously in the past.  If you would like to help with this ministry with your crafts or other hob-

bies you enjoy, contact me and I can help find a place for you.  If you would like to contribute with 

your church offering, you can designate the amount on the envelope by marking it for OCC. This is an 

awesome ministry. 

Praise God and give Him the Glory!                     Jeanette Harrison 

979-877-8413 
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Worship & Music News 

                                          WHERE DOES ALL THAT SOUND COME FROM? 
 

                     MAD Club performance of THE MISSIONARY OF OZ  

Sunday May 15th at 10:30 am Service in the Faith Center. 

Come see this magical performance of faith set to the familiar characters we all grew up 
with.  Dorothy as a girl questioning her faith and reaffirming it in the Land of Oz.  She is 
directed to turn OZ back on a path of righteousness through Jesus with her newly found friends who were 
cast out by Evillene, the witch for trying to be missionaries.  Dorothy is instructed by the great missionary to 
change her heart. Will she be able to find faith enough to bring Oz back on a righteous path?  FIND OUT! 

 
Dennis Landua CD’s Update 

We announced in the April Newsletter about producing 2 CDs of recorded material from the Gospel Sing-
ers.  Marshal has received word that there is a delay in the manufacturing and we will let you know when 
they come available. 2 CD’s are being produced of material recorded from himself and Curtis around 5 years 

ago and a current recording of 8 songs done in the sanctuary in December 2021 with Curtis myself Sheila 
and some organ overdubs We mentioned a cost of $15 per CD or $25 for both and $25 for a thumb drive. 
This is a suggested donation in which the proceeds will benefit the SJLC general music fund.   

Thank you to everyone who has been supportive of the Gospel Group in its continuing mission while miss-

ing such a legendary voice and friend. 

History of the Gospel Group 

St John Lutheran Church Bellville, Texas 

September, 1988 to February, 2022 

By Curtis Koehn 

 

• In July, 1987, St. John’s Church Council voted to end the Wednesday night service in August that year 
due to low attendance and replace it with a brief and informal service on Saturday night.   

• At the end of August, 1988, Mark Lucke resigned his position as co-pastor and organist to pursue another 

opportunity.  

• Curtis Koehn was then asked by Pastor Willie Rotter to establish a singing group to provide special mu-
sic twice a month for Saturday night as the other choirs were committed to Sunday morning. 

• Koehn agreed and formed the Gospel Group (aka. Gospel Singers, Gospel Quartet). The Group included 
both Koehn and Tommy Stewart on guitar with additional vocals by Suzie (Krumrey) Young and Kay 
(Brandt) Sander.   

• Earliest Council minutes document September 17, 1988 for the Group’s Saturday night performance.  

Their main music style was and still is Country and Bluegrass gospel which fits in well with the less for-
mal Saturday service. 

• Soon afterwards, Dennis Landua joined the Group adding his talented voice. 

• In the mid 1990’s, Sander stepped down, leaving Koehn, Stewart, Young and Landua. 

• Shannon Johnson and Lesia Schwarze were added in early 2000 along with Joan Connor on upright bass. 

• By 2012, the Gospel Group had downsized to Koehn, Stewart, Landua and Johnson.  During this time 
period, emphasis was placed on perfecting three part harmony on most of their songs.  



 

 

The next Men in Mission meeting is sched-

uled for Monday, May 16 at 6:30 p.m.   

We begin with a social, followed by a deli-

cious meal and a guest speaker.  For the 

meal, we ask that you RSVP to Maurice New-

man @ 979-877-9070 before the 8:30 am on 

the day of the meeting.  

WELCA Quilt Raffle 
 

We are selling raffle tickets 
for a chance to win this quilt. 

The funds will go towards 
WELCA Scholarships 

$1 per ticket or 
6 for $5 

The drawing will be done at 
the 

Annual Picnic, 
May 1, 2022 
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WELCA meeting May 3, 2022 

4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
 

• Help us plan for the Mother’s Day Meal and 

Program on May 7 (see below) 

• Lutheran World Relief Kits 

 

Everyone is welcome, please bring a friend and 

your favorite snack to share. 

Mothers Day Luncheon  
hosted by the Women of St. John  
Saturday, May 7 @ 11:30 am in the Faith Center  
Tickets are $10.00 per person 
We will be decorating tables with China and Centerpieces. Please let us know if you will be interested in 
decorating a table for this wonderful event by contacting Patty Thuesen at 979-877-
8112 or Brenda Stewart at 979-877-4624.  
 

Enjoy a delicious lunch with friends and family followed by guest speak-
er Dallas Louis, author of Why Some Animals Eat their Young  and win-
ner of the 2022 Independent Press Award.  

 

Guest Speaker: Author and speaker Dallas Louis  
“Through her, Biblically-based storytelling approach, Dallas Louis, captivates audiences 

both large and small bringing each person along with her as she shares from her personal 

experiences the trials and triumphs of living life in Christ. If you want to laugh a lot, cry a 

bit, and leave feeling refreshed and encouraged in your faith Dallas Louis is your go-to 

Person.” 

Congratulations  
Confirmation Class of 2022! 

 
Ilsa Grave 

Isabella Hurtado 
Kensey Landua 

Ross Pressel 
Riley Richter 

Samantha Weems 
 



 

 

THE LIGHTHOUSE  PAGE 7 

Sunday School News 
Sunday School has had an amazing year! We started off with about 12 
steady attendees and are currently at 24 or more on a regular basis!! Thank 
you parents for trusting us to plant seeds in your children that will help 
their faith grow. Sunday school will continue through the summer as a 
group. High school will have a separate schedule; please contact Ms. Shazta 
to get on the High School SS message list.  

Camp Hope 
Camp Hope has begun its registration!! YAY! You can scan the QR code in 
the newsletter to have your phone pull it up. All staff were hired in February and all volunteers 
were assigned a position by March 20th, so it's safe to say, CAMP HOPE IS READY FOR CAMP-
ERS!! Sign up today! (Camp is open to current kinder through current 5th grade).  

LYO  
LYO is almost ready for their mission trip! They are about $2k off of their goal 
to raise money to fly out this coming June. There has been a change to the 
trip, they will be helping a town in Kentucky called Beattyville. This town ex-
perienced a devastating flood in 2021 (you can google to see the pictures). 
We will be joining a relief team to help rebuild so many buildings and chil-
dren's centers. If you are interested in helping this cause, please contact the 
church office. The young adult group still meets every Wednesday with a fun 
activity followed with fellowship.   

Shooting Stars 
Shooting Stars raised around $1700 for their Mini Mission to Galveston on June 1st, 2nd & 3rd. 
They were overwhelmed by all the donations and help they received on the Chicken Stew Fund-
raiser that they had in March. They say THANK YOU St. John for all the help!! We have 13 stu-

dents going with 3 adults. They will help with the Sea Turtle 
Restoration Island, Galveston Food Bank and G.U.M. 
(Galveston Urban Ministries). 

What is Camp Hope? 
Camp Hope is our two week day camp for children that are current Kinder to current 5th grade. 
This is a unique adult-mentored student-led ministry. Each day, children will hear a new Bible 
story, learn what it means through hands-on, creative and  
age-appropriate activities. All day long every activity points them back to the Bible story. This is 
done through small groups, worship, snacks, art, STEM, drama and 

Weekly Themes: 
Together we will discover, be surprised, and be called to be-
come changemakers at Camp Hope 2022! 

Week 1 We will discover change as we learn the story of Joseph 

Week 2 We will be called to live differently by the stories of Je-
sus music! 

Visit https://www.stjohn-bellville.org to register.  

Cost:              $115/ camper with sibling discount 
Location:        St. John Lutheran Church of  
           Bellville  520 N. Holland 
Dates:             Week 1 June 6th-10th 
           Week 2 June 13th-17th 

Whitley Noviskie 
Chase Marshall 
Luke Lassus  
Livia Marshall  
Carson Krumrey 
Lauren Lassus 

March 2022  

Sunday School  



 

 

1st– Maurine Brack 
3rd– Maurice Newman, Denise Haugen, Liam 

Alanis, Cash Kunkel,  
6th– Debbie Stewart, Kayla Froebel, Lainey 

McDonald,  
7th– Kennedy Vargas 
8th-  Ethan Schumann 
9th– Gale Priesmeyer 
10th– Steven Kaye 
11th– Charlotte Hoff, Steven Jackson, Michael 

Cano 
13th– Caroline Pritchett 
14th– Kyler Froebel 
15th– Ava Kasprowicz, Spencer Cubage 

16th– Carly Lange 
18th– Charles Crawford, Lori Jackson 
19th– Ross Pressel, Stevie Youngblood 
20th– Kelly Hancock, Mae Emshoff,  
21th– Christopher Kruege 
22th– Brenda Schumann 
24th– Autumn Ignasiak, Adrianna Garcia, Lauren 

Malm 
25th– Shirley Dimmel, Tori Ogletree, John Pritchett 
27th– Wynnston Harrison, Wyatt Noviskie 
28th– Aubrie Youngblood, Emily Wisian, Riley 

Richter 
31st– Betty Krueger, Haley Haugen, James Wiley, 

Hudson Tatum  
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We are looking for volunteer 

drivers to take individuals to 

Doctors appointments and/or 

give them a ride to church. 

If this is something that you 

feel a calling to please con-

tact the church office by 

phone or email crissy@stjohn-bellville.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, June 17. 2022  
Texas Premier Sporting Arms  

7311 Hwy 36 South, Sealy, Texas 77474  

• $600.00 four-person Team    (Golf Cart Included)  

• $150.00 Single Shooter   
 
Shooter provides Ammo ( 7 1/2, 8 or 9 )   
100 Sporting Clays—10 Stations  
Noon Registration begins  
1:pm Mandatory Safety Meeting  
1:15 pm Shotgun Start  

 
Awards  

High over-all Individual  
High over-all Team  
Register by June 10, 2022  
All proceeds will benefit children in the Raising  Academic 
Performance (RAP) program. The program provides mentors 
for at risk students in the Austin County  Schools 
Sponsorship Opportunities RAP Friends $250.00-up Station 
Sponsorship $300.00 Event Sponsor $1,000.00  
For more information please contact: Brenda Stewart  
bstewart1966@gmail.com  
979-877-4624  

Come join us this Tues. May 

10th and 24th @ 1:00 pm  for 

dominoes or cards. Holy Com-

munion will now also be given at 

3:00 pm by a Communion Minis-

ter at this event.   

See you there! 
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TACKERS & PACKERS 
Want to join this fun 

group? The Tackers & 
Packers on the 3rd Tues-
days at 8:30.  Come learn 
how to tack quilts—It’s 

easy! 

• Marshall Thompson was hired in 2019 as the church’s new music director and joined the Group to play 
electric bass. 

• With the start of Covid in 2020, Stewart and Johnson felt it was in their best interest to step down due to 
health concerns for both them and their spouses.   

• Landua then moved to lead singer, Thompson moved to piano and Sheila Richard joined to play electric 

bass. 

• 2020 through 2021 was a difficult and challenging time for St. John as it was for many organizations.  At 
the height of Covid, the church went to virtual worship only, including suspension of the 8:00 AM Sunday 
service for a period of time.  The Gospel Group continued to sing on Saturday night during the broadcasts 

of these services. 

• Church services gradually returned to normal by the end of 2021.   

• In January, 2022, Dennis Landua unexpectedly passed away leaving Thompson to take on the roll of lead 
singer. 

• To date, Koehn continues on guitar and occasional harmony, Thompson on piano and lead singer and 
Richard on electric bass.   

Through all the joys and hardships of these past three decades, the Gospel Group remains a vibrant and cher-

ished addition to our Saturday night worship service. If you find your heart leading you to share your gift of 
gospel music, consider dropping by and speaking with Marshall Thompson or Curtis,  or just dropping in for 
practice on Wednesday mornings in the choir room. Practice starts at 8:00 and there is coffee brewing. 

Thanks to all who share their ministry of music at St. John.   
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We are always in need of members in our worship services.  Our volun-

teers are an important part of making our worship happen.  If the spirit 

is leading you in this direction please contact the church office by phone 

or email Vickie@stjohn-bellville.org.  You can also sign yourself up at 

signup.com and schedule the dates that are perfect for your busy sched-

ule.  The link is:  https://signup.com/go/CDPLSms 

To help you see what is right for you, here is a description for each position: 

Altar Guild: Come before the service and set up the bread and wine on the altar.  Check can-

dles for oil and refill as needed. Clean up after the service and prepare for the next service if 

Saturday or 8 am.  For 10:30 a.m. you would clean up and fill the trays with plastic cups. 

Camera Operator and Computer Operator:  Camera consist of pushing 2 buttons and Com-

puter is running the PowerPoint for the service.  One on One training would be provided. 

Communion Assistants: Serve communion with the Pastor. 

Greeters: Stand at the glass doors by the office and at the front door of the church and greet 

people as they come into the sanctuary.  

Lay Readers/Assisting Minister:  Read the lessons for that day and the prayers.    

Bread Bakers: provide 3 loaves of bread each week for communion.  If you are not a baker—

Brookshire Brothers is a good source for purchasing loaves of bread.  When you order it, ask 

them to leave it whole and not to add butter after baking. 

We welcome into the Body of 
Christ through the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism, 

 
Hollie Rae Noviskie 

Daughter of Matt & Brianna Noviskie 
 



 

 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Mission Statement 

St. John-Bellville, TX 

 

Learning, 

Living, 

Leading in Love 

Through God’s grace! 

520 N. Holland 

Bellville, Texas 77418 

(979) 865-2081 

(Address Service Requested) 

Dear St. John Family,  
We have turned a page here at St. John with the arrival of our Pastor Jay Grave and the retirement of our 
dearly loved office secretary Vickie. As the church staff grows with these changes, rest assured that your 
needs and concerns will continue to be addressed by our office staff. Starting May 1st, the office hours will 
be Monday-Thursday 8am-3pm.  I will remain as the financial secretary while also managing the front office. 
We appreciate your confidence and patience during this time of new experiences and growth for the church 
and our church family. And if you have anything you would like to share the monthly Lighthouse Newsletter, 
whether it’s an article, story, poem, or even a picture, please email me at Crissy@stjohn-bellville.org or 
drop by the office before the second Wednesday of each month for following month publication.  
                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                     Blessings to you all,  
                                                                                                                                                     Crissy Marshall  

Letter from the Office 


