St. John Lutheran Church
Columbarium Policies 
Latest Revision 4-16-26

Definitions 

“Columbarium” is a structure consisting of compartments to hold human cremated remains.
“SJLC” shall mean St. John Lutheran Church of Bellville, Texas.
“Grantee” is anyone 18 years or older who purchases the Right of Inurnment in SJLC’s Columbarium.                 
“Columbarium Board” or “Board” is the SJLC governing body of the Columbarium.
“Right of Inurnment” or “Right” is the privilege of use of a niche in perpetuity.
“Immediate Family” is defined as a spouse, domestic partners, child (natural or adopted), stepchild, sibling, parent, stepparent, grandparent, step-grandparent, great-grandparent, step-great- grandparent, grandchild, step-grandchild, great-grandchild, step-great-grandchild, aunts, uncles, first cousins, nieces and nephews.
“Cremains” are human cremated remains.
“Urn” is the vessel that contains human cremated remains.
“Niche” is the Columbarium compartment where the urn(s) of human cremains is held.
“Inurned” is the placement of cremains in the urn and the urn in the niche. 

Eligibility and Application

The Columbarium is open to both SJLC members and non-members; however, all Grantees to be inurned in the Columbarium must be approved by the Board and the Pastor. A niche will be assigned at the time of application with approval of the Board and Pastor to follow as soon as practicable. If in the case of disapproval, the grantee will be notified as soon as possible and the paid fees will be returned to the applicant. A Right of Inurnment may be purchased by the Grantee for the Grantee’s use or for the use of the Grantee’s Immediate Family member(s). If a Grantee wishes to purchase a Right for someone other than an Immediate Family member, the Columbarium Board must approve the purchase and will rely on the recommendation of the Pastor. 
SJLC requires that an application be completed prior to the purchase of a Right of Inurnment in a niche. After the application is received and full payment made for the Right, the applicant will receive a copy of the application granting the Right to the niche. This copy is the agreement to all the policies of the Columbarium. The policies and rules apply to heirs, successors, administrators, executors and assignees.
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Niche

SJLC sells only the exclusive Right of Inurnment in a specific niche. The Columbarium grounds and structure (including all niches, doors, benches, altars and any other permanently affixed structures) remain the property of SJLC and are governed by the Constitution and Bylaws of the Congregation. Payment for the established fee for use of the Columbarium entitles the Grantee to the privilege of use but not the rights of ownership. A maximum of two inurned human cremains can be held in each niche. 
Niches shall be assigned beginning in the top left corner on one side of the Columbarium and continue row by row until each niche on that side of the Columbarium is assigned. The assignments will then continue to the other side of the same Columbarium until the entire Columbarium is full. Then assignments will continue to the next available Columbarium in the same manner. The Board shall have the right to consider alternative niche assignments and will approve them on a case-by-case basis. An example is a family requesting more side-by-side niches than remain in a row. At the time of application, the church staff will not assign the niches and the Board will consider any requests involving skipping niches. If approved, the applicants will be assigned the next available niches and notified based on the Board’s time schedule. The skipped niche(s) will be the next one(s) assigned to the next applicant. This will also apply when moving from one Columbarium to the next.
A Grantee may only transfer the niche to an immediate family member and an administration fee shall be charged to cover the paperwork. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a niche may not be sold or otherwise transferred; it can only be surrendered back to SJLC. When a niche is surrendered, the original niche payment will not be refunded. All transfers shall be recorded in the Columbarium records by the Board. 
After inurnment, cremains remain the property of the heirs at law of the deceased unless the deceased provides otherwise in a valid will. Once cremains have been inurned, if removal of the cremains is desired by the owner of the cremains, the Right of Inurnment in that niche shall revert to SJLC with no compensation due the owner of the cremains. 
If not used within 75 years, the Board will attempt to contact the Grantee. If contact cannot be made or the Grantee no longer wants the Right of Inurnment, the niche reverts back to SJLC and no refund will be made.  
The niche cannot be opened except to add a second urn or to permanently remove inurned cremains. Ashes cannot be removed from the urn.

Urns

Each niche is one cubic foot in size. The Grantee is responsible for providing the urn(s) to hold the cremains and ensuring that the urn(s) will fit the niche. The urn(s) must be weatherproof and permanently marked with the name of the deceased and the birth and death dates. A permanent marking of the urn may include engraving or a permanently affixed nameplate. 
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Niche Engraving

The price of the niche includes the engraving of the door. The engraving shall include first, middle (or initials) and last name. Birth and death dates will be included just below the name. The name of the first person inurned will appear above the centerline of the door. The name of the second person inurned, if applicable, will appear below the centerline of the door. Should two be inurned at the same time, the person with the earliest death date will be above the door’s centerline. Engraving timeline is subject to engraver’s schedule. Military, religious, medical and other appropriate titles, such as Dr., Rev., etc. will be allowed and shall be abbreviated. All names and titles will be at the discretion of the Columbarium Board. No additional engraving or adornments are allowed on the niche door.

Flowers, Decorations and Memorabilia

Flowers, decoration and memorabilia will be allowed at the inurnment service and are allowed to remain for 24 hours and then must be removed. If not removed, the flowers, decorations and/or memorabilia will be removed by SJLC. No other flowers, decorations or memorabilia will be allowed at or attached to any part of the Columbarium. 
To preserve the dignity and uniform appearance of the columbarium, no memorial plaques, nameplates, signage, decorations, or personalized markers may be affixed, posted, or displayed on the columbarium or surrounding grounds. 
The columbarium is maintained as a place of remembrance and reflection, not for additional memorial installations.

Costs and Services

Costs and fees are listed in Exhibit A. Services are not included in the Right of Inurnment. Services can be provided by the current Pastor of SJLC. If the bereaved requests an officiant other than the current Pastor at SJLC, the officiant and service must be approved by the current Pastor at SJLC. Services at SJLC may be arranged upon mutual agreement between the SJLC Pastor and the bereaved. A Christian service of committal will be available as a guideline for inurnment in the Columbarium. 

Addresses for Notification
 
It is the responsibility of the Grantee to provide current contact information and to keep the information updated.

Liability and Relocation

SJLC, its employees and agents, are not responsible for the identification of the cremains of any person. SJLC assumes no liability for any loss or damage to urns or cremated remains due to vandalism, acts of nature or the process of removal and relocation. SJLC reserves the right at any time to move the Columbarium to another location on SJLC property or to another location if necessary. If for any reason SJLC ceases to exist, all cremains in the Columbarium shall be removed to such location or otherwise be transferred as directed by SJLC or the Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod ELCA or successor. 
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Exhibit A

       All fees are to be paid in full with signed application.
(Revised 4-22-25)

Right of Inurnment per niche for one or two inurned human cremains and door engraving:

SJLC Members   $2500

Non-members     $3500

An additional $300 will be charged to a non-member requesting a service.


Changes to these policies and fees will only be made pursuant to the Columbarium Bylaws.


















