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Often a student will sometimes be relegated to a remedial class and receive
lesser opportunity if he doesn't apply himself to learning during school years.
That person can catch up if they have a strong desire to learn and exert the
appropriate disciplines.
While faith isn't exactly the same as educational learning per se, it does require
a knowledge of the character of God, the nature of sin, and the work of Christ.
We discover that in the only Holy Spirit-generated textbook given us, the Bible.
If one doesn't apply himself to knowing and hearing God through learning and
applying the Bible to life, that person may well be lost without Christ as Lord
and Savior. If that desire to know and hear Christ through the Bible isn't
apparent, that person will be relegated to lesser opportunity.
If you feel like your faith is unfulfilling, you are either spiritually dead or spiritually sick. Both diagnoses lead to lostness,
severe illness, and pain. Does your professed faith seem insignificant to the point of finding meaning, purpose, and joy
elsewhere?
I often see church members who seem stagnant or apathetic in their faith,
rarely or never learning anything new and seemingly lacking in what God is
doing in their life. What's to be said about it? Plenty. The Bible is wonderful to
give us the way to blessing as well as warnings about life without God. The
Bible teaches us what real faith is and what it looks like.
In your faith journey, what is the next step? Next level? Do you know where
you are in your spiritual maturity and service? Some professing Christians may
not be born again even though they have been baptized and become
members of a church. Some may think they are saved when there is no
growth of spiritual fruit in their life. If you are a child of God, you are to grow in
faith and works.
As in physical birth, spiritual birth requires growth to exhibit legitimacy and genuineness. If we don't grow physically we
are sick and may die. If we don't grow correctly physically, we can be very limited. The same holds true for our spiritual
life. The Word of God is our "water and bread" of life that generates growth in our spiritual journey.
Now some of you would say, and may be quite proud, that your service to humanity is proof of your spiritual maturity.
That could be true, but it may not be. In fact, the Bible repeatedly warns us of such an attitude. If not careful, we rely on
our own good works to make us feel better and self-righteous rather than God's sacrificial work through Jesus.
If we have truly trusted in Jesus as our Lord and Savior, then we will have a changed mind/will/heart geared toward the
ways, truth, and life of Jesus. This regeneration of our soul gives a new desire for God and his purpose in our life.
Therefore, each of us should continually be praying and looking for opportunity to reach the next level or next step of
our spiritual maturity and service.
Growing in the grace and righteousness of our Lord Jesus is imperative and an indicator that you are saved. The
question for us is whether or not we will evaluate and examine our spiritual journey. If you aren't willing to do that, it's
not good! If you feel no conviction of the Holy Spirit to live and grow to be more Jesus, you are in grave danger.
So, I ask you! What's the next step or next level of your spiritual maturity? Do you ever think about what God wants to
do through you? Do you ever consider what your spiritual gift to serve is? Are you looking for daily opportunities to grow
to maturity to be more like Jesus? Let's all encourage and pray for one another in this godly direction. Let's all find
someone to disciple in this Christian calling!
Steve Boyd
Join us in celebrating Angie Sanford
in her 15 years of Christian service at SBC.
Angie Sanford has been a great blessing to our Lord and His church by serving for 15 years at SBC. Angie
exhibits the great characteristics of diligent work, kindness, honesty, loyalty, giftedness, and commitment. She's
blessed with the spiritual gifts of encouragement, administration, service and teaching. She shows the love of
God each day through her sincere listening and active ministry.
Angie serves our church in so many capacities that it is impossible to name them all in this short space. We will just name two of the
larger responsibilities now. She is the communication hub of the church by answering phone calls, administrating church calendar,
publishing the monthly newsletter and weekly bulletin, sending weekly church enews and prayer emails, and more. Angie also
manages the extensive duties of SBC Care and Involvement Director. This role encompasses First Impressions Greeter Ministry,
Coffee fellowship, Host team for guests, Guest follow-up, Recording attendance and involvement, and Giving Care Opportunities to
small groups such as Barnabas team, Deacons and Sunday School classes.
We will recognize Angie's service to our Lord and the church during worship on Sunday, May 6. We will have a reception for Angie
from 11am until 12:45pm. Stop by to offer your appreciation and love for Angie at the back of the worship auditorium. We will have a
card basket for your expressions of appreciation.
We Love You, Angie!

EQUIPPING SBC TO REACH THE WORLD
WITH THE
LIFE-CHANGING GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST
Beginning in June
 We will hear testimonies from individuals who have
shared the gospel with others.
 We will hear stories from our small groups (S.S.
classes, Men's ministry, Women's ministry, Senior Adult
ministries, etc.) about how God is using them through
their evangelism strategies.
 We will offer a new "3 Circles” Evangelism Training
in the late summer.
 We will prepare for our next Harvest Day
Celebration on Sunday, September 30.
 We will ask each person to list three persons that
they are praying for their salvation.

Sunday, April 29 at 4pm
Agenda
Membership Report
March Financial Report
Church Savings Policy
Tuition Assistance
Master Plan Team Report

Our 9-10th grade class is filled to the brim!

Master Plan Initiative Team
What a great day Palm Sunday, March 24 was as we celebrated the revelation of our congregation’s total pledged commitments of
over $1.55M toward our new Worship Center! That’s over twice our church’s annual budget exceeding the norm of 1 or 1.5 times
one’s budget, as shared by our generosity consultant. Thanks to each one of our 130 families who prayed and sought the Lord’s
direction in making these 3-year sacrificial commitments at this time.
So, the obvious question is, ‘What’s Next or What Now’?... and, the obvious answer is (you guessed it), ‘It’s Time to Give’! Giving
to our Building Fund from the pledges made on March 17 began the very next Sunday. If you haven’t started giving towards your
pledged amount, let me encourage you to start now. First an update:
The MPIT met this week and discussed how to proceed since the Celebration part of our capital campaign is complete. We have
set a goal of having $2.6 million in hand by the summer of 2019, and breaking ground later in 2019. The quicker we can get to that
amount, the quicker we will begin construction. It’s obvious (there’s that word again), that won’t happen in a ‘linear’ fashion…. By
that I mean we will need to see more than 1/3 of our 3-year pledged commitments given to the Building Fund in this first year in
order to begin building sometime in 2019. So, as the old blood drive adage goes, ‘Give Now, Give Often’. If a one-time gift from
your family is possible, then this would be the year to do it. And certainly, if you’ve yet to pledge your family’s commitment for
the next three years, do so now and join us in fulfilling God’s vision for our church.
We are faithfully and confidently proceeding with high expectations. We are giving the architects the go ahead to proceed with
the Construction Documents in preparation to receiving contractor bids to firm up all the construction costs. Our Building Team
will continue meeting with the architects to finalize specifications on all phases in order to put the project out for bid.
Lastly, let me encourage you to attend our Ministry Meeting this Sunday afternoon, April 29 when our Finance Team will present
more details in determining these goals and how best our church will handle the financing of our building project. Currently, our
Building Fund totals over $610,000. Each month that amount will increase from your gifts designated for our Building Fund
(indicated on your giving envelope or set up electronically with EasyTithe) and distributions from our church’s budget. We’ll keep
you posted as we anticipate celebrating each step this total takes in getting closer and closer to $2.6M. Thank you for contributing
to our church’s call to equip Simpsonville Baptist Church to reach the world with the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ. Praise
the Lord for He is able to do more than we can ever ask or imagine.
Lowell Ashby, MPIT Team Leader

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY

MEN’S MINISTRY

Saturday,
May 5
7:30am
CRACKER BARREL
IN SHELBYVILLE

Thursday
9-hole
Golf League
Men’s Summer Golf League

Classic Worship
Thursday, May 3
10am
SPECIAL GUEST

BEN EARLY

Pastor of Dover Baptist
Church
Join us at 9:30am for
fellowship and light snacks.

Weissinger Hills
Shelbyville
6:30pm

May 10 & 24
June 7 & 21
July 5 & 19
August 2 & 16
The cost will be $15 for cart and green fees.
Sign-ups are not necessary. Just plan on showing up with some
friends for good fellowship!

2018 Men’s Golf Trip
Friday, August 17 &
Saturday, August 18

Cherry Blossom
Georgetown
Griffin Gate
Lexington
Come play and stay with us and decompress from your busy
schedules! This year's trip we stay in the Bluegrass and the cost is $250
per golfer and includes all meals, hotel, and golf. A $100 deposit is due by
Sunday, June 3 and the balance by Sunday, July 29.
Deposits can be given to Brent Hinton or placed in the collection box next
to the elevator in the FLC.

Good Time Travelers
The Good Time Travelers are a
group of senior adults who take
a monthly day trip to enjoy
lunch in fun places.
In April, twenty seven people
toured Ashland, The Henry
Clay Estate in Lexington with
lunch following at Ramsey’s.

Nellie Garrison’s 100th Birthday is May 31!!
Nellie Valerie (pronounced Valera) Maddox was born to John B. Maddox & Sarah
Elizabeth Bryant. She was raised in Anderson County. The year she was born her mother
purchased Arbuckle Coffee for five cents a pound. Gas was eight cents a gallon and the
average national salary was $1,144.
Sunday School was a big part of her life and Nellie received many attendance awards and
awards from the Baptist Training Union. Her first teacher was Jesse Catlett. Her favorite
chapter in the Bible is John 14.
Nellie left school in 8th grade and her first job was working for the WPA (Works Process
Administration) making men’s clothing. She has had a wide variety of jobs in her life
including working at a saddlery, bait shop, and Lincoln Institute. At one point she worked
for a cleaning company and earned $19.05 a week!
Nellie was married to Chester Drury for 42 years and had one son, Joe. She now has 3
grandchildren (Michael, Jeff and Greg), 5 great grandchildren (Brandon, Dustin, Amy,
Brittany, and Jayson), and one great, great granddaughter (Ariana).
Ten years after Chester passed away, Nellie met Stan Garrison at an American Legion
Dance Hall. He swept her off her feet and they were married for 22yrs. They continued to
dance together for 20 of those years.
Stan and Nellie enjoyed traveling, and her favorite destination was to Loretta Lynn’s old
home place-where they were actually given a personal tour by Loretta’s brother before it
became a tourist destination. She was also a Rook Tournament Champion.
Nowadays, Nellie spends her time writing her memoirs, which will be a very interesting
book indeed! She also is an avid supporter of the Kansas Jayhawks and the University of
Kentucky!

Please send cards to Nellie!
PO Box 152 Simpsonville, KY 40067

Immeasurably more generosity Emphasis
Vision Statement
Equipping SBC to reach the world with the
life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ.

Theme Verse
"Now to him who is able to do IMMEASURABLY MORE than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
forever and ever! Amen
Ephesians 3:20-21

Adventure Club
Adventure Club organized a Dance-Off to support Colin’s DREAM, a non-profit
organized to find a cure for Duchenne’s Muscular Distrophy, and our friend, Colin
Abbott. Both the preschool and elementary groups of children
participated. They raised $3,386!

COLIN’S DREAM 5K
POSTPONED DUE TO WEATHER HAS BEEN
RESCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY, JUNE 9
AT EQUESTRIAN TRAILS, FINCHVILLE
REGISTER ONLINE AT COLINSDREAM.COM

According to George Barna Research:


The average American Christian does not worship at all during the week. This includes mid-week Bible study and worshiping
while driving and listening to music.



The average American Christian dies without ever leading one person to Christ.



The average Christian can’t name one person they are praying for to come to Christ.



51% of American Christians do not know what the Great Commission is.



10% of those that claim to be born-again, spirit-filled, Christians give 10%. The other 90% give 3% of their income and feel
that they are making a sacrifice by doing so.



The average American Christian spends more time watching television in one night than serving in one month.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Thank you to everyone that helped out with our Easter Egg Hunt this year! We had about 75
people who enjoyed hunting eggs and getting pictures made with the Easter bunny!

Sunday, May 13
If your family would like to participate,
please contact Kevin at
kevin@simpsonvillebaptist.com by
Sunday, May 6.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 10-14
6:30pm-8:45pm

Volunteers are needed in many
areas. Please sign up in the foyer if
you can help one day or the whole
week!
ALC Pregnancy Resource Center in Shelbyville will begin their annual
Baby Bottle Boomerang Campaign on Mother’s Day. Pick up an
empty bottle and fill it with change, bills or checks. Return the bottles on
Father’s Day or before.
Donated monies fund ALC which offers services free of charge to any experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. They
also offer peer counseling, classes in parenting and homemaking, adoption referrals, male mentoring, bible study
and baby items. Thank you to Danielle Humes for her leadership this year!

ALC Golf Scramble
Monday, May 7
Weissinger Hills Golf Course

$75 Individual; $300 Foursome Team
Entry fee includes 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch, and awards. Registration & lunch 12:00 pm
Shotgun start 1:30 pm Register online at tinyurl.com/alcgolf.

Deacon/Yokefellow Selection Procedure
Nominations will begin May 13.
Deacon Selection will be July 15.
Biblical & Church Requirements for Deacons and Yokefellows:


All nominees should be in accord with 1Timothy 3:8-13.
Be involved in Sunday School and Worship regularly.



Must be a church member for one year.



Must exhibit financial growth in giving.



Regularly attend deacon meetings and deacon ministry events. Deacons currently meet the first Sunday of
each month at 4pm.



Deacons commit to serving a term of three years and then must rotate off for at least one year.
Nomination Requirements:






To be nominated, deacon nominee(s) must be ordained or have served one year as a yokefellow.
You may not nominate your own family members.
You must be a member to submit a nomination.
The eligibility of all nominees will be determined during interviews with the Deacon Chairperson, Assistant
Chair or Senior Pastor.

You will find below a list of ordained deacons within our church who are eligible for nomination. Each nominated person
must strive to adhere to the expectations of the Bible and the church. For example, a deacon must be a regular attender of
Sunday School.
Randall Childers
Jeff Logue

Gerry Davis
Mike Moore

Mike Dugle
Edith McGowan

Amy Griggs
Rick Taylor

Bob Gordon

Dale Kramer

Cecil Jones

YOKEFELLOWS:
 Serve in a mentoring role for one year.
 Have the same nomination requirements as deacons.
 Nominations can be made for any individual within the church membership.
 Are not required to be ordained or to have served in the past.
Deacon/Yokefellow Process:


Each deacon/yokefellow nominee will be contacted by the leadership to notify of the nomination.



If interested, leadership will schedule an appointment to discuss biblical and church expectations and review the deacon
ministry plan.



After time for prayerful consideration, leadership will contact the nominee to receive answer to nomination.

Please do not nominate these deacons who are ineligible for nomination because they are currently serving or are
rotating off for one year.
Lowell Ashby, Savonna Chhan, Cindy Childers, Andrew Cline, Joe Dupont, Clark Jesse, Chet Miller, Dale Sanford, Scott Sageser,
Nathan Sangster, Jill Sowder, Ronnie Sowder, Tony Thomas, Don Vail, Brent White, John White
** Please note:
 All nominations forms and ballots must be printed legibly, otherwise they will be discarded.
 Nomination forms can given to a staff member or placed in the offering plate.
 Parents of children who are members, please consider the magnitude of this process and potential implication upon the
outcome when deciding whether or not to allow your children to vote.
 Members may nominate up to two deacons and two yokefellows.

Nomination forms will be
available at the Welcome Center.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Bring a friend...make a friend!
We are not quite sure what was going on here, but we can tell
you these ladies were having a LOT of fun.
There are some prizes and some food but that pales in
comparison to the fellowship you will enjoy!

Thursday, May 3 at 6:30pm
Sign up in the foyer of the FLC.

Living Optimally Women’s Class
Meets every Wednesday at 6:15pm in Room 207

Make the changes you desire for a healthier spiritual, emotional, and physical life.
Facilitated by Marydora Conley.

Women’s Quilting Group
Saturday, May 12 at 9am

Meet at the home of Veada Metcalf
115 Lincoln Station Simpsonville.
Finished quilts are donated to A Place to Sleep.

Begins Tuesday, May 1
6:30-7:30pm

This 4-week class will be led by Nellie Grin,
JazzerciseShelbyville Studio.
Sign up in the foyer of the FLC.

Ladies Craft Class
Thursday, May 10
6:30pm
Cost: $10 each to help pay
for supplies.
Class meets in Fellowship Hall.
Please sign up in the foyer
by May 6.

Our Thursday Ladies Discipleship
class finished their latest class with
a basket-making fellowship! They
worked hard to complete beautiful
keepsakes!

STUDENT MINISTRY

We are excited to have 55 students and adults participating in
our student Summer Mission trip to Arlington, Texas! We have
a few students that would benefit from receiving a
scholarship. If you, or your class, would like to help a student
be able to participate in this trip, please contact Jon Caranna.

Fusion 56 Event

Attention all 5th and 6th graders!!!
We will be taking an adventure to Great Wolf Lodge,
May 28-30. The cost is $75 per person. Payment is due
no later than Sunday, May 6th and can be given to Jon
Caranna or Kevin Barnette. This is an event to welcome
all of our 5th graders into the youth group. Please see
Jon or Kevin for any questions.

As you can see from the pictures below, our Lesotho
Student Mission team had the trip of a lifetime. It was
an exciting, maturing, growing, service adventure for
everyone that participated!
We already have plans in place to return during Spring
Break in 2019. Please begin praying now about your
participation!

May 2018
1

6

Steve Ladd Day

7

8:30am Sunday School
9:45am Worship
11am Sunday School
1pm Hispanic Worship
3pm Deacon Meeting
5:30pm AWANA
Amazing Women’s
Class
Student Discipleship
13 Mother’s Day
8:30am Sunday School
9:45am Worship
11am Sunday School
1pm Hispanic Worship

4

10am Prayer Group

10am Classic
Worship

6:15pm
Discipleship classes 6:30pm Bunco
Student Ministry
Children’s Ministry

8

9

10

5:30pm
Goodtime
Travelers

10am Prayer Group

10am Women’s
Discipleship

15

5
7:30am
Men’s Breakfast

11

12
9am Women’s
Quilting Group

6:15pm
Discipleship classes
Student Ministry
6:15pm
Children’s Ministry
Men’s Golf

16

17

18

19

10am Prayer Group
6:30pm
Jazzercise

No evening activities
20 Student Sunday
21
8:30am Sunday School
9:45am Worship
11am Sunday School
12pm Student Lunch
1pm Hispanic Worship
5:30pm
AWANA Celebration
Student Ministries

3

6:30pm
Jazzercise

6:30pm
Jazzercise

14

2

22

10am Women’s
6:15pm
Discipleship
Discipleship classes
Student Ministry
Children’s Ministry
23
10am Prayer Group

6:30pm
Jazzercise

27
28
29
8:30am Sunday School
9:45am Worship
Church
11am Sunday School
office closed

24
10am Women’s
Discipleship

Hispanic Movie
Night
25

26

6:15pm
Discipleship classes 6:15pm
Student Ministry
Men’s Golf
Children’s Ministry
30
10am Prayer Group

31

1pm Hispanic Worship
No evening activities

1
2
3
6
8
9
12
14
15
17
19

Fusion 56 Great Wolf Lodge

22 Renea Sageser
24 Leslie Corley,
Rachel Tucker
26 Lora Evans,
Steve Eden
27 Jamie Martens
29 Addison Garland,
Evelyn Clark
Billy Elmore,
Julie Elmore, Rian Whitehouse
Titus Riner
Brian Hebdige
30 John White
Kelland Garland, Lyla Lowe
31 Nellie Garrison,
Connie Curry
Madison Thomas
Jack Stewart, Chris Valentine
John Hittle
Walter Herd
Larry Miller
Don’t see your birthday, or
Robin Roberts
it’s incorrectly listed?
Please contact Angie in the
Abbey Gowin
Taylor Webb, Jordan Webb church office.
Patti Tocci

to

Ricardo Jimenez,

one of our Hispanic members who was
recently licensed to preach!

Dear Simpsonville Baptist
Church:
What can we say, you are
absolutely amazing. You are
the most thoughtful people
we know. The love and
support you have shown for
Al is overwhelming. Thank
you so much for being there
for us when we needed it
most, and for demonstrating
the true meaning of Christian love. Thank you for all
the prayers, phone calls and
visits.
Al & Elizabeth Hinton

As early as five years old while growing up in Dayton, Ohio, Steve Ladd felt the call of God to minister through
song. The son of an evangelist, he would mature to become one of the most well-liked and respected group
member for some of America’s most award
-winning Christian music ensembles like Gold City and The
Anchormen. Although still considered a young artist, Ladd has spent the last four years traveling extensively
both domestically and internationally. Performing inspirational songs like “Preach the Word” has become a
personal anthem of encouragement Ladd takes wherever he goes and he reports “God moves and lives that
are broken and hurting are leaving changed and encouraged at my services”.
He has been inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame, nominated for “New Artist of the Year”, has had five
Top 40 Singles and on release day, the album was in the Top 20 chart for iTunes Christian music. Steve, his wife
and two children are also ministry partners with Compassion International. While the beginning of an
extraordinary journey started with his family, evolved into being an integral part of some of the most
award-winning Christian ensembles, the last few years as a solo artist have proven the Lord’s faithfulness in
his family, his ministry, and his life. Most recently, he has joined Sonlite Recording artists “Old Paths Quartet”
for select appearances throughout the year.

Simpsonville Baptist Church
PO Box 56
Simpsonville KY 40067

