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The Chapel before the ceiling was dropped. Sunday School classrooms are on the side with doors that roll
down. The stained glass window and the lighting were removed prior to the ceiling being replaced.
From left to right: Dottie Shelburne, Annette Willard, Jean Purnell, Jeri Bunch

July 13, 1947
“The deacon body made motion that
the organist be given lessons necessary
to operate the organ.”
January 5, 1949
“Mickey Belew made a statement that
the Sunday School room doors be
washed after painting is finished. Bro.
Buckman added that this was a splendid idea.”
March 5,1955
“Bro. Jim Carpenter requested that the
church buy material for the choir to
make their choir robes.”
November 7, 1952
“The Board of Deacons recommends
that the church buy gas heaters for the
parlor and the nursery.”

Here are a few interesting notes that the historical minutes record……
January 19, 1914 “The Treasurer reports a balance of $4.44.”
July 11, 1915 “ Motion by Bro. Reardon that the moderator appoint a committee to get plans and estimate of cost of
new church facility.”
October 9, 1915 “A committee on time limit in which to raise funds to build a new church building recommended that
four years time, and that committee be approved to proceed to raise the amount of seven thousand dollars to pay
for the building.”
November 13, 1915 Annual Church Budget
Pastor’s Salary-$400 Janitor-$50 Repairs-$50 Lights-$10 Insurance-$12 Foreign Missions-$75
Home Mission-$50
State Missions-$75 Benevolence-$50 Incidentals-$48
September 19, 1916 “Moderator appointed a committee to repair corner of building and make sure the stoves were
in good repair for winter-also to repair or rebuild the coal house.”
December 1916 “ A committee was appointed to look after delinquents consisting of Carlile Brooke and R.D. Sleadd.”
June 9, 1917 “ Motion that sexton salary be increased to $5 a month carried. Moderator appointed Bro. Herrick to
inform sexton of his raise in salary and also that we expect better service.”
August 11, 1917 “ We had a glorious revival with 37 additions by baptism and 13 by letter. On Sunday, August 12,
the church with almost full membership present, voted almost unanimously to build a new church building.”
September 18, 1917 “Motion that we refuse to accept Bro.
Harvey’s resignation passed. A motion that Bro. Harvey be asked
to withdraw his resignation with the amendment that we agree to
cooperate with the pastor and move to the school house. Bro. G.E.
Herrick offered his resignation as Sunday School Superintendent
but the church voted not to accept it.”
October 16, 1917 “ Bro. Harvey again tendered his resignation and
thought it was in his and the church’s best interest if the church
would accept it. Bro. Herrick tendered his resignation and it was
accepted.”
May 11, 1918 “Motion was made that the church buy $250 worth
of liberty bonds.”
August 10, 1918 “Motion that we have Sunday School at the school
house and preaching at the Methodist church was carried.”
September 7, 1918 “Motion was made that a Baptist hospital be
built by subscription.”

SBC 1830

January 1, 1919 “On account of influenza epidemic no church was held from September 7,1918 to January 1, 1919.”
SBC Visual Aids and Filmstrips
 Effective Cradle Roll Visitation-Subject: Cradle roll work
 Boy Meets Girl-Subject: How a boy meets a girl.
 Boy Dates Girl-Subject: How a boy goes about asking a girl for a date.
 Boy Marries Girl-Subject: Follows the above filmstrips.

Chapel before paint!
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June 10, 1964
“ The wedding ring class
asked that the church
finance the material for
fixing up the church parlor.
Volunteers in the class will
do the work of painting and
making slip covers.”
April 20, 1949
“ Motion was made and
carried that the names of
Mr. &Mrs. Vernon Jones be
stricken from the church roll
as they had joined Simpsonville Christian Church.”
February 6, 1963
“Bro. Caudill moved that the
church adopt a resolution
thanking the Winn Dixie
Company for withdrawing
their request to sell beer at
the Shelbyville store.”

January 16, 1964
“Bro. Buckman, chairman of the
committee to purchase a lot for the
parsonage, located a suitable lot in
Simpsonville Gardens at a cost of
$1,800.”
December 8, 1965
“The church adopted the proposed
budget of $23,000 for 1966.
April 11, 1921
“Motion that the Treasurer pay .75 for
a secretaries book, out of the building
fund.”
July 8, 1921
“Motion to amend ruling not to grant
letters unless dues are paid up
carried.”

No neighbors!

February 12, 1921
“Motion that $10 collected over the
offering be turned over to YWA’s for
the starving millions carried.”

Trees were originally removed because of problems with the roots growing into the cistern. This area was
cleared when the need for expanded parking arose. In the first picture note a rock wall on the right hand side
which has been removed and replaced with picnic tables in the bottom picture. The large object on top of the
building is the chimes.

What’s a church without committees?
June 12, 1920 “Motion carried that a committee be formed to have weeds in yard cut.”
March 7, 1948 “ Deacons recommend that a committee be formed to confer with other churches, as to the date of Daily
Vacation Bible School.”
September 6, 1950 “Motion made by Bro. Fred White that the moderator appoint a committee to see that the seats be
tightened up.” October 4, 1950 “The committee who are to see that seats are tightened up reports that nothing has
been done.”
March 14, 1951 “A committee was appointed to consider putting steps in front of the pulpit.”
March 18, 1951 Special Session “ The committee working on the steps to be put in front of pulpit recommends the steps
be built on one side near the piano at the cost of $25.”
March 18, 1951 “Mrs. Randall Hughes made a motion that the moderator appoint a committee to get some gravel and
put inside the drive and instruct people how to park.”
April 18, 1951 “The curtain committee reports that the curtains are up.”
December 5, 1951 “The Sunday School officers and teachers recommend that the church buy four sets of maps at the
cost of $16. Bro. Nelson made a motion that the moderator appoint a committee of one to purchase the maps. Bro.
James White was appointed to the committee.. February 13, 1952 Bro. James White, Map Committee states that he
would buy the maps when finances were better.”
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Many of these men served for
a period of 2-3years before
being called elsewhere.
Steve Boyd has been our
L.T. Daniel Findley Edge George Cummins Mark Osborn Lewis Ader
longest serving pastor,
serving SBC for 25 years
this month.
The church was first
constituted on April 22,
1830 with 43 members.
In October 1923 the
cornerstone was laid
Eugene Cotey Thomas Caudill O.M. Huey W.D. Sharp Harold Tribble
for the present Chapel.
M.T. Rankin was a POW,
and missionary to China.
Elton Trueblood served in
China and was an author.
Scott Pittman serves
as a missionary in Brazil.

Thomas Kinman
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These men created a great heritage of faith for SBC. In future
articles look to see how some of them became forerunners in
the Baptist faith.

January 5, 1947
“Deacons recommend to the church that the deacons be instructed to make an every member canvas to secure pledges on
budget for coming year to help debt.”
The picture above is taken from the newspaper. The caption
states that Deacon Randall Hughes is participating in a door to
door survey to receive pledges from each of the members.

Pastor James Atchley and organist Mildred Finley participate
in a celebration of the United States bicentennial in 1976.
Members of SBC dressed in Colonial garb.
July 4, 1948
“ Bro. Buckman brought to the attention of the church the
idea of having a Sunday School picnic with the other two
churches in the community at Fontaine Ferry in Louisville.”
November 4, 1953 “Treasurer’s report was given
and approved. Balance is $174.27”
September 13, 1964
“ Bro. Buckman made the following resolution to
the church: That new pews and carpeting be put
in the church; that a suitable parsonage be leased
and that Trustees borrow the money from the
bank to cover the costs.”
November 8, 1919
“Committee on pastors recommend that the
church call Bro. W.J. Rankin as pastor with an
annual salary of $600 and use of the parsonage
for half of the time.
Motion made that we have preaching every
Sunday night lost. Motion to have preaching on
2nd & 4th Sunday passed.”
September 9, 1950 “ Motion carried that we hold
church services at Central Standard Time
beginning September 13.

What a heritage of faith! Those pictured above
continued to serve SBC faithfully until their death.
Pictured: Mrs. Gilbert (Evelyn) Clark, Leslie Bailey, Mrs.
Janice (Tina) Ball, and Mrs. Fred ( Marie White).

Interesting and a little odd….
April 18, 1951
“Bro. Buckman made the motion that since Mrs. Norman Cozine loaned the church a table that good care be taken of
it. Motion carried.”
August 4, 1946
“Mrs. Finley, Mrs. White and James White were elected as a library committee to read all books donated to the church
library to see if they would be suitable reading.”
April 20, 1949
“Bro. Nelson brought to the attention of the church the need for an apology from the church to the Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church for the failure of the pastor and deacons to be present and take part in an Ordination of Deacons
Service because the deacons were not informed of the plans. Motion carried that the Clerk would write a letter of
apology.”
August 10, 1949
“Mr. Nelson made motion, seconded by Mrs. Floyd that Bro. Nuckols investigate the cost of printing the names of the
two ushers that were omitted from the church bulletin.”
August 17, 1949 Special Called Business Meeting- “James White made a motion that 3 electrical fans be rented for
the Associational Meeting. Motion carried.”
March 4, 1953
“Deacons recommend that the church furnish plant food for the parsonage.”
March 1, 1936
WMU Meeting- “It was decided on Wednesday, March 4 to spend part of the afternoon in prayer for Home Missions
and for making bandages for the Stout Memorial Hospital in China.”

Money!
December 7, 1947
“The Deacon body recommends that the church pay the telephone bill of the pastorium of $1.99 monthly.”
November 3, 1946
“Our church voted to give $5 to go towards training work given by the Shelby Co. Association.”
April 4, 1948
“Bro. James White stated that our share of the Association Training Union expenses of $5 had not been paid.
Motion was made that the Treasurer be authorized to send $5 to the Association.”
August 4, 1946
“Mr. Buckman reported church windows had been inspected and the cost of repairing them would be around $11.”
October 10, 1919
“Motion that a committee be appointed to raise money to buy $200 worth of stock in Town Electric Light plant.”

Introducing our new SBC Church Historian: Amy Griggs
A little known fact about Amy is that in college she studied archaeology. With her interest in
history we feel like this makes her a good fit to be our new church historian. Without a doubt,
we would not need a church historian if not for the efforts of Virgil and James Carpenter. They
secured the photos of our former pastors and clipped newspaper articles that related to SBC
and the church family. They were diligent to keep the church record books including the
deacon meeting notes, business meeting notes, Sunday School attendance and financial
records. Indeed, we have the original book with business meeting notes from 1830.
Amy is currently housing all of the records for us and going through them to make sure they
are in good order and stored in a manner that will keep them around for many generations to
come. Plans for the future include that they be digitalized.

Dear Church Family:
Recently we participated in a reflection service as we begin the process of decommissioning the Chapel. We
included a video of old photos and entertaining interviews with both Marie White and Les Bailey. In the process of
dismantling the Chapel rooms, I discovered a nice large tub full of historical photos and records that had been so
safely stored that we had forgotten about it. We wanted to share them with you so we created this historical
newsletter.
I spent many hours digging through the business meeting records and photos. You will find that some of what I
included is quite funny and certainly it shows that despite the passing years, nothing really changes. In 1914 they had
the same issues we have now….financial needs, absenteeism, stewardship, strained member relationships and
repairs. The way they dealt with these issues is definitely counter cultural for us. When faced with what they called
delinquents (absentees) they assigned deacons to go and confront those who were absent and bring them back into
the fold. A year later we see those who were considered delinquent serving as deacons and in other supervisory roles.
Their mentors took their assignment that seriously! When they needed to begin a capital stewardship campaign, the
deacons went door to door and asked members what they would contribute to the campaign. Knocking on doors
now is anathema to many of us. Asking for money while doing it would be akin to standing up in front of an angry
crowd of people to give a speech!!
Another learning point was how serious our forefathers were about their personal faith and their church. Being
Baptist and being a member of a church was important to them. Yes, they had tons of committees but they could see
the value of people working together on projects. It built relationships and made them stronger. Their commitment
to missions and serving is inspirational. We had more than a few pastors that left the comfort of the United States to
serve overseas. Several of them became major leaders in Baptist circles. We will endeavor to share some of their
accomplishments in future newsletters.
I came away from this project asking a few questions… why are the ways we handle matters so different? Were
they more serious about their faith and are we more lackadaisical with ours? Can we blame everything on the
changing culture? What can we learn from those who made SBC the church it is today? Does dedication and loyalty to
the church have to be something of the past?
I hope you enjoy the pictures and the history presented here. If you are intrigued and want to learn more, contact
Amy Griggs, our new church historian, and see if she needs some help putting the records in the computer, or better
yet, have a personal conversation with our seniors (or one of the people pictured below) and let them share first-hand
what it was like to grow up here.
Angie Sanford
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